—5 


| 


L | * (KI 
| nM; 


E Ti 


otr 
| 


| 


- 
NN 


- 


In 


— 
= 
—— 
NS -. 
—_— 


of. 
Il 


| 


MATTY 


z KHUHUBNt = WY 
ANI Ii = n= 


Mr me re LL = == 


—5 


| 


L | * (KI 
| nM; 


E Ti 


otr 
| 


| 


- 
NN 


- 


In 


— 
= 
—— 
NS -. 
—_— 


of. 
Il 


| 


MATTY 


z KHUHUBNt = WY 
ANI Ii = n= 


Mr me re LL = == 


CI LLILLLLLILLLILELLLLLLLLEN, 


—_— 


FRACTICAL 


DISCOURSES 


Concerning 


' OBEDIENCE. 


ANDTHE 


Love of God. 


—— — OCR 


Vol. II. 


—— — 


——— 


By ZOHN SCOTT, D. D. late: 
Rector of Sr. G:les's in the Fields. | 


| 


LONDON: 


Printed for TU. Kettilby at the Biſhop's Head 

1 . inSt. PausChurch-yard; and &. gBantſhip | 
at the Ship near the Royal-Exchange in 
Cornhill, MDCXCVIIE. 


A vm. | 


_— p—_ ds. tet... At te te ed _ 
"_—— _— —_—— JOINS ——_— \ ak. oa > a. Min. 


To the Right Honorable 


DANIEL 
Earl of Nottingham. 


My Loxo, | 
Am wery ſenſible , that you 


are the known Favourer of 

Meu of eminent Worth and 
Learning ; I only take this Op- 
portunity of acquainting the 
World, that You were ſo, of 
the Anthor of theſe following 
Diſcourſes , that ſo you may re- 
cerve in larger __ thoſe 


Tributes which are due to Pub- 


lick 


The Dedication. 


tick Benefattors, the Prayers 
and Praiſes of Mankind ; For 


they who have, or ſhall be bet- 
—_ by Ths great | Author's 
Works” are obligd in a: peculiar 
Manner to remember that Right 
Honourable Perſon, who by his 
Countenance did not only encou- - 
rage him to be I, but 
aid really endeavour to render 
him more uſeful to us, by pro- 
curing for him a little Receſs 
from the Toil and Labours of 
bis weighty Employment : Had 
this ſucceeded , in all Humane 
Probability be bad hwued longer, 
and __ we ſhould have ſeen 
that truly Pious and moſt ſublime 
Deſzgn he intended to purſue ; 


and 


—_—— 


TT he Dedication. 
and ſhould have been well. ac- 


quainted with that uncultivated 
part of Religion, I he Duties 
of Picty towards God : And 
perbaps by Them , we ſhould 
have given a gueſs at the Praiſes 
and Hallelujabs of thoſe bleſt Be- 
ings above, when they had been 
managed with that Strength of 
Eloquence, that Fervour of Spi- 
rit, pois d andtemper d with ſuch 
2 Fudgment as his. But he is gone 
to bear a part in the Heavenly 
Choir , where ( if be knows 
what 1s done here below) it will 
be a pleaſing Proſpe& to my dear 
departed Friend, to ſee Your 
Lordſhip and your Noble Family, 
the Poſſeſſors and deſigi'd Heirs 
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The Dedication. 
of the Honours of both Worlds. 


l am, | 


My Lord, 


Tour Lordſhips moſt Humble 


and moſt devoted Servant, 


HumenREYy ZLOUCH. 


1 JoHN V. 3. 


For this is the love of God, that we keep 
his Commandments; and bis Com- 
mandmeiits are not grievous. 


that whoſoever believeth that Teſs ts the 
Chri#, that is, ſo believes as to a&t 
ſuitable to his Belief, 7s bor» of God; 

he is become a Child of God by partaking 
of his Nature, and ſtamped with his Like- 
neſs; and every one that loveth hins that be- 
gat, 1, e, God his Heavenly Father, loverh 
him alſo that us begotten of fm. hath a true 
hearty Kindneſs tor all that are God's Chul- 
dren. And then in the ſecond Verſe, 6y 
this, faith he, we know that we love the Chil- 
aren of God, and conſequently that we are 
born of God, if we love God and keep his Com- 
mandments ; that is, if we ſo love him as to 
keep his Commandments. And indeed, 
if we do not /o love him, we do not love 
him at all, and conſequently -we do not 
love his Children, nor are we his Children 
our ſelves; of which he gives a full Proof 
in the Text; for this - the love of God, that 
we 


J: the firſt Verſe the Apoſtle aſſerts, 


2 The Firſt Diſcourſe ; 
we keep his Commandments , and his Com- 
manadments are not grievous. 

In which Words, you have Furſt an 
Account of the Love of God, what it is; 
This ts the lowe of God, thet we keep his Com- 
manamepts: and Secondly, a Motive to en- 
gage us to the Prattice of it, ard his Com- 
manaments are not grievons. = 

I begin with the firſt of theſe, the Ac- 
count of this Love of God, what it is ; Th 
is the Love of God, that we keep bis Com- 
waudments. By the Love of God here we 
are not to underſtand God's Love to us, 
but our Love. to God, as. is: plam by this, 
becauſe. tis phaced in our keeping his Com- 
 mandments.: "This 1s the Love of God, that 
1s, this is the zatural Eflect and proper Ex- 
ercife. of the Love of. God; for it is certain 
that keeping. God's Commandments 1s not 
the Aﬀection of Love to him, but the Ef- 
fect of it. So that the Meaning of the 
Words is thns, this is the moſt gexwine Ex- 
preſſion and »/eparable Effect of our Love 
of God; that we obey his Laws. And hence 
our Saw/oxr makes this the proper Tryal and 
- Proof of our Love to him, F ye love me, 
keep my Communadments, John xv. 15. for 
this he tells us, ver. 23. 1s. the neceſſary Con- 
{equence of our Love to hin; # any way 
love me,” he will keep my words, i, e. this will 
mol? 


Upon 1 JOHN 5. 3. 3 
moſt certainly be the Effe& of his Love to 
rhe, that he will be: obedient to my Will. 
And by this he plainly tells us he will judge 
of the Sincetity of our Friendſhip to him, 
John xv. 14. Te arte my friends, if ye do what- 

ſoever T command you. From all which it 
is evident, that the moſt proper and chara- 
#eriſtical Pxprefſion of our Love to God, is 
our keeping his Commandments. And 
indeed. confidering that God is our Sove- 
raign Lawsiver, there are no Aftions by 
Which we can fo naturally exprefs our At- 
fetion to him, as by thoſe of Obedience 
ind Submiſſion to his Laws ; and therefore 
we find in Seriptuye, that to /ove God, and 
obey his Laws, and to hate God and dif- 
obey them, are generally uſed promiſcu- 
ouſly for one another, and that for very 
good reaſon; for here our Love and Ha- 
tred of God are not conſidered as converſant 
about God as God ( in which ſenſe perhaps 
there 1s no Creature in the World can be 
ſaid to hate him) but as converſant about 
him as Lord and Governonr of, the World ; 
as he gives Laws to Mankind, whereby he 
commands them what to do, and forbids 
them what to avoid. And in this Senle, 
to love God is to love him as Goverz/zg and 
Commanding, and as fuch, we can no other- 
wife expreſs our Love to him, but by 
B 2 keeps 
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keeping his Commandments. But for the 
farther clearing of this, I ſhall in Proſecuti- 
on of the Argument do theſe two'Things: 

I. Shew you that whereſoever the Love 

of God 1s, 1t will moſt certainly prove 

a Principle of Obedience to him. 

. TT. That the Love of God is in it ſelf the 
moſt perfect and effectual Principle of 
Obedience. 

1. That whereſoever the Love of God 
is, 1t will moſt certainly prove a Prixciple 
of Obedience to him. And this, I doubt 
not, will evidently appear, if we conſider 
that all the zatural Expreſſions of our Love, 
as it 1s terminated upon God, do of their 
own accord finally refolve themſelves into 
Obedience to his Will. For Love, where- 
{oever it is hearty and ſincere, always expreſ- 
ſes it ſelf in ſuch Symptoms as thele ; 

...1, In mnduſtriouſly endeavouring to re- 

ſemble the Beloved. | 

, 2. In conforming the Wl, Depens, and 
Intentions, to the Will, and Deſigns, and 

Intentions of the Beloved, 

3- In a ſolicitous Care of avoiding thoſe 
Things which: may any ways diſpleaſe or 
diſtaſte the Beloved, 

4. In a chearfal Readineſs to undergo 
any thing, be it never ſo hard or difficult, 
tor the take of the Beloved, All which 
Expreſ- 


a 


 Upn1JOUN 5. 7 


Expreſſions of our Love, when it is ter- 
minated upon God, do moſt naturally run 
into Obedwence to his Wl. 

1, If we love God, our Love will ex- 
preſs it ſelf in endeavouring to reſemble 
him. For every Man eſteems what he 
loves to be lovely, and we naturally wiſh 
that that were in our ſelves which: we 
eſteem to be lovely in azother ; that ſo be- 
mg like him, we may appear as lovely in 
his Eyes as he doth in ors. And fo if we 
love God, we muſt neceſffarily eſteem him 
exceeding lovely and amiable, and that 
which we elteem and love as lovely in him, 
we cannot but wiſh for and deſire in our 
ſelves out of a natural Aﬀetation of I ove- 
lineſs: And that he may have the ſame 
Reaſon to love us as we have to love him, 
we muſt needs deſire to reſemble him mn 
all thoſe amzable Things that do endear him 
tous. But now thoſe Beauties in God be- 
ms all of them only oral, which are the 
immediate Objes of our Love to him, are 
capable of being tranſcribed by Imitation, 
and made ours by copying and writing after 
them in our AQtions ; ſo that if we hearti- 
ly deſire to partake of them, our Delire 
will neceſlarily engage us to imitate them ; 
tor how can we be ſaid heartily to deſire 


that Good which we may have, but wall 
B } take 


& _ The Firſt Diſcurſe., 


take no Care to acquire ?:I confeſs, did we 
love him for his Eternity, or his Power, or 
his Immenſity, we might wyh. to he: hike 
him, - but all-in vate ; becauſe in theſe Per- 
feQions we are not- capable of imitating 
him : Bur the Beauties for which we lave 
him, are his Goodneſs, and Wiſdom, and 
Righteouſneſs, and Mercy, and the like ; all 
which being mitable by us, we may, if we 
pleaſe, derive into our: ſelves, and  tran« 
{cribe into our own Natures. So that if we 
love God, we muſt neceſſarily deſire to re- 
ſemble him in thoſe Things for which we 
love him; and thoſe things being all of an 
?mitable nature, our Deſtre of reſembling 
him will oblige and excite us to a careful 
and conſtant Imitation of hina. But now 
to obey God, and to imitate him in thoſe 
Moral Perfe&ions for which we love him, 
are one and the fame thing, Thus when 
I obey God in being unwerſally ju and 
righteous towards himſelf and all his Crea- 
tion, I imitate him in that eſſext:al Juſtice 
and Equity of his Nature, which is the 
eterual Rule of all his Actions. When I 
any om in doing good to all that are with- 
in the Reach of my Charity, I imitate him 
in the overflowing Bounty and unlimited 
Goodneſs of his Nature. Ina word, when 
F obey bim wn. forgiving thoſe that injure 

| | me, 
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me, I imitate him in his 4onndleſs Mercy, 
and Readineſs to forgive Offenders. And 
in fine, all our Obedience is comprehended 
in being pure as he 1s pare, and holy as he 
is holy; in being, good as he 1s good, just as 
he is ju#, merciful as he 1s merciful : For 
though the AQts and Exprefſions of theſe 
Moral Perfettions in us are in many Inſtan- 
ces different from what they are in God, 
by. reaſon of that Difference of Natures, Re- 
lations, and C ircumfl ances that there is be- 
tween him and us; yet the PerfeQtions in 
general are of the ſame kind in him and us, 
though the particular Expreſſions of them 
are various by reaſon of thoſe accidental 
Differences. For though he doth not do 
all thoſe particular Actions which he re- 
quires of us, and conſequently we in do- 
ng thoſe Actions cannot be ſaid to imitate 
the ſame AQtions in God; yet we imitate 
God in the general, in doing thoſe Actions 
which he himſelf would have done, had he 


had our Natures, and been in our Relati- 


ons and Circumſtances. "Thus God doth 
not pray, becauſe he hath none ſuper/or to 
him ; nor humble himfelf, becauſe he is 
infinitely great and perfe ; nor praftiſc 
Chaſtity and Temperance , becauſe he is a 
pure Spirit, and hath no Commerce with 
bodily AﬀeCtions ; and conſequently we in 
| 4 doins 
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doing of theſe AQtions cannot be faid to 
imitate the ſame Actions in God, becauſe 
he doth not the ſame. But he conſtantly 
doth whatſoever is reaſonable for him to do 
as God, and as Governour of the World, 
and never yaries in the /ea#t Punfilio from 
the eterval Rules of Equity and Goodnels ; 
by which he gives a g/orious Example unto 
all his Reaſonable Creatures, to excite both 
Angels and Mex to do what is fit and rea- 
{onable for them in their ſeveral States and 
Relations: And what is reaſonable for us 
Men to do, he hath declared to us in his 
Laws; ſo that by obeying his Laws we 
imitate God in the general, by doing what 
1s reaſonable for us; though what 15 rea- 
ſonable for God and us, whoſe Natures and 
Relations are ſo different, be not the ſame 
in all particzlar Inſtances. So that in gene- 
ral you ſee, to obey and imitate God 15 but 
the ſame-Thing in other Words. Where- 
tore ſince the Love of God doth neceſſarily 
include a Deſire of reſembling him , and 
that Delire neceſſarily produces a conſtant 
and vi2070u5 Imitation of him, and that 
Imitation is all one with obeying him; it 
hence neceſſarily follows, that it our Love 
of him be ſincere, it muſt finally reſolve 
into Obedience. For how can I love Goa, 
and not think him lovely ? How can I 
| | oO: think 
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think him lovely, and not deſire-to be /:ke 
him? How can I deſire to be /ike him, and 
not take Care to imitate him? And how 
elſe can I imitate him, but by obeying 
him ? 

2, If we love God, our Love will con- 
form our Wlls, Deſizns, and. Intentions to 
the Will, Deſigns, and Intentions of God. 
For Love always unites the Will of the 
Lover to the Will of the Beloved; and if it 
be mutual, it twiſts them together into one 
Will, and confounds all their Diſcords into 
a perfeft Harmony ; becauſe Love doth ne- 
ceſſarily conclude in it Benevolence, which 
confiſts in an afeigzed Will that all may go 
well with him whom we love; that he 
may ws every Good that he wills, and 
accompliſh every Deſire, Deſign, and Inter- 
tion, 1o far as it is good and reaſonable for 
him. So that ſuppoſing that the Beloved 
be but his own Friend, that he wills and 
deſigns and purſues nothing but what is 
really good and grateful to him ; the Lover, 
as ſuch, ought neceſſarily to conſpire with 
him in the ſame Will, and Deſigns, and 
Purſuits. If therefore we heartily love God, 
we cannot but w:/! what he wlls, and de- 
ſign and intend what he intends and dc- 
higns; every Motion of that fir#t great: Mo- 
yer will be an efe&ua! Law to govern iii 
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our Motions, and our Wills, and Deſires, 
and Deſigns, and Intentions, like the /eſſer 
Wheels of an Automaton, will preſently run 
at the firſt Impulſe of that great Maſter- 
Wheel without the leaſt Rub or Heſitati- 
on, and in deſpite of all the Contentions of 
a rebellious Fleſh, and all the Counter-ſtri- 
vings of a perverſe ungovernable Heart, our 
Love will ſo captivate our Wills to God's, 
that between him and us there will be but 
one Will, and End, and Intereſt. And 
our Wills being thus ſubjected to him by 
the izvincible Neceſſity of Love, all our 
zuferior Powers, like ſmaller Garriſons when 
the Maſter-Fort is taken, will preſently ſur- 
render of their own accord, For no Man 
can be a Rebel to God whether he will or 
no ; becauſe the Will 1s the commanaing 
Principle, and hath ſuch an ab/o/ute Empire 
over all our ACtions, that *tis impoſſible 
tor us to do what we will not. So that if 
we will and deſign what God wills and de- 
ſigns, our Practice mult neceſlarily be con- 
formable .to his Will, ſo far as we know 
and underſtand it ; for as God's Will gives 
Law to ours, ſo our Will gives Law to 
our Actions, and fo by confequence the 
Will of God muſt þe the Soveraign Law 
whereby , both are regulated and determi- 
ned. From hence therefore it is evident, 
that 
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that if we ſincerely love God, we ſhall w:ll 
as he wills; and that if we will as he wills, 
we ſhall at as he would have us; and 
therefore for any Man to ſay that he loves 
God while he wils contrary to his Will, or 
that his Will is reconciled to God's while 
he aQts contrary to his Commands, is groſs 
Hypocriſy and deep Diffimulation : For as 
- the Love of Goa reſolves neceſlarily into an 
Umon of Wills with him, ſo that Union 
of Wills reſolves neceſſarily into Obedience 
to his Laws, . 

3. If we love God, that Love will ex- 
preſs it felf in a ſolicitors Care of avoiding 
every Thing that may diſpleaſe or diſtaſte 
him. For the greateit Ambition of Love is 
to appear lovely and amiable in the Eyes 
of its Beloved; and that it may do fo, it 
doth moſt ſtudiouſly avoid whatſoever 
may be diſpleaſing or diſtaſttul to it; and 
molt induſtriouſly endeavours to adorn it 
{elf with all thoſe ob/;gize Graces that are 
apt to endear and recommend it. And 
{o if we love God we cannot but delire to 
be lovely in his Eyes; and that Deſire, if 
it be ſincere and.hearty, mult neceſſarily 
engage us to an endeavour of acquiring 
whatſoever is amiable and pleaſizg, and of 
avoiding whatſoever is hateful and grievous 
to him. But now Yertae and true (r00dzeſs 
are 
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are the only Beauties that do endear us to 
God, and render us1ovely in his Eyes, and 
Sin and Wickedneſs the only Deformities for 
which he hates and abhors us : For his 
Love and Hatred are not regulated like 
ours, by the «anaccountable Impulſes of a 
»utable Fancy, but by ſteady and eternal 
Rules; ſo that he can never love what he 
once hated, nor hate what he once loved. 
For the Immutability of God's. Love and 
Hatred conſiſts not in this,” that he always 
loves and hates the fame Perſons, but that 
he always loves and: hates Perſons for the 
ſame Reaſon and Motive. And indeed 
that Love is but a fooliſh Fondneſs, that 
Hatred but an «nreaſozable Antipathy, that, 
without any reaſonable Motive, always 
determines on. the fame Perſon : And if 
God loves and hates our Perſons upon rea- 


ſonable Motives, his Love and Hatred would 


be fickle and matable, if when thoſe Motives 
ceaſe his Love and Hatred ſhould con- 
tinue. If he ſhould continue to love us 
when the Reaſon 1s wholly ceaſed that 
firſt moved him thereunto, he muſt either 
love us for no Reaſon, which would be a 
fooliſh Fondneſs, or he muſt love us for 
contrary Reaſons, which would be Fickle- 
neſs and Inconſtancy : And therefore when 
God ceaſes to /ove and hate-the ſame Perſons 
Es when 
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when the Reaſon of his loving and hating 
them ceaſes, it proceeds not from the In- 
conſtancy, but the Immutability of his Love 
and Hatred; for though they may change 
their Objects, yet they can never- change 
their Reaſons, © For the Reaſons of God's 


Love and Hatred are in the Objects whom - 


he loves and hates ; and therefore if he 
changes the Objects of his Love and Hatred, 
and when they themſelves are changed, if 
he love a Perſon whom he hated when that 
Perſon is changed from hateful to lovely ; or 
hate a Perſon whom he loved when that 
Perſon 1s cn from /ovely to hateful ; it 
is not he that changes, but the Perſons who 
are the ObjeQs of his Love or his Hatred : 
For amidit all Changes of Objects, his Love 
and Hatred are eternally the /ame, becauſe 
they are eternally fixed and determined to 
the ſame Reaſons. But now his Love be- 
ing naturally founded in Likezeſs, what can 
we ſuppoſe ſhould be the Reaſon of God's 
Love or Hatred to us, but only our Likezeſs 
or Uzlikeneſs to himfelf ? For if we reſem- 
ble him in that Goodzeſs, and Truth, and 
Parity, and Jeſtice, which are eſſential to 
his Nature, he muſt needs love us for his 
own fake, becauſe we partake of his Na- 
ture, and are allied to him by a Similitude 
of "Temper and PerfeQions. But _ 
when 
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when we are not only unlike, but Contri« 
ry to him; when we are pure, ſpighitfml, 
and malicions ; when we are falſe, nnrigh< 
teows, and unreaſonable; he hath an Axripa- 
thy againſt us founded in his very Nature, 
and he can no more love us whilſt we are 
ſo contrarily difpoſed to him, than he can 
hate himſelf. Wherefore ſince there is no- 
thing can render us lovely in God's Eyes 
but only our reſembling him in Parity and 
Gooayeſs, nothing can render us harefar, 
offenſive, and diſtaſtfal to hitti, but our be« 
ing /mpure, and wicked, and »zlike him ; it 
hence neceſſarily follows; that we car no 
otherwiſe render our ſelves amiable to him, 
no otherwiſe avoid offending and grieving 
him, but only by keeping his Command- 
ments; for therein all thoſe Graces are en- 
joined wherein our Reſemblance of him 
conſiſts ; and all thoſe YV:ces are forbid that 
are contrary to him, and do deform us in 
his Eyes. So that by domg his Will, we 
imitate his Nature ; and ſhall acquire ſuch 
a god-like Temper of Mind, as will render 
us more gtorious and lovely in lus Eſteem, 
than if we were decked with Stars, or 
cloathed in a Robe of Sun-beams; whereas 
on the contrary, by diſobeying his Will we 
contraQt fuch an Urlikeneſs and Contrariety 
to him, as renders us more offenſive to _ 

than 
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than the moſt /oathſome Deformities in Na- 
ture. For in God's eyes there is nothing 
ugly but Sin, nothing amiable but Virtue 
and true Goodneſs, Wherefore fince-our 
Love of God neceffarily includes an earneſt 
Deſire of rendring our ſelves lovely and 
amiable in his Eſteem, and fince we have 
no other way to accompliſh this Deſire but 
only by keeping his Commandments; it 
hence neceſſarily follows, that we cannot 
ſincerely love him whilſt we difobey him. 
For with what Confidence can we pretend 


' to love tim, when it is indifferent to! us 


whether we render our ſelves /ovely or 
lozthfome to him ; when by difobeying his 
Will we wiltully contract thoſe Deformi- 
ties which we know he abhors, and which 
are more 0410s 1n his Eyes than any of the 
moſt /oathſome Spectacles in Nature ? Is it 
poſhble that 7-4e Love ſhould conſiſt with 
taking Pleaſure in the only Things that can 
grieve and offend its Object ? Or were there 
ever fuch Lovers heard of, that affeted the 
Deformities that were moſt hateful to the 
Beloved? No, no; he that heartily loves, 
muſt deſire to be beloved; and he that de- 
fires to be beloved, mult defire to be love- 
ty. Wherefore fince nothing is lovely in 
God's Eyes but what is like God, and we 
cannot be hke him, unleſs we keep his 
nc _ 
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Commandments; what an Immodeſty is 
it in us to pretend to love him while we 
| chuſe to diſobey him ? 

| 4. And laſtly, If we love God ſincerely, 
L | we ſhall be ready chearfully to undergo 
[| any Thing for his ſake, be it never ſo hard 

j 

| 

| 


and difficult : For Love 1s a bold and vigo- 
rows Paſſion, it makes weak Things ſtrong, 
' and turns Cowards into Heroes, and warms 
and animates the Heart with ſuch a generous 
Fire, as diſdains all Oppoſition, and cou- 
rageouſly out-braves the greates# Dangers 
and Difficulties. For he that loves hear- 
tily would doany Thing for the fake of his 
Beloved; and then meaſuring his Strength 
| by the Greatneſs of his Deſires, he thinks 
bt himſelf able to do whatſoever he will. So 
il _— doth this Paſſion tranſport Nature 
| beyond the Bounds of its Abilities, inſpi- 
i ring it with fuch Force and Vigour as that 
' ſcarce any thing is able to withſtand it. If 
pi therefore we love God ſincerely and hear- 
I tily, our Love muſt neceſſarily reſolve into 
'iþ Obedience to his Will, be it never ſo hard 
and dficult : For our Love wilHo enliver 
and. animate our Endeavours of fervi 
him, and carry us with ſuch Spirit and Ala- 
crity. through all the weary Stages of our 
Duty, that it will be our Meat and Drink 
to do his Will ; and there 1s no — 
JDC= 
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Obedience, be it never fo hard and difh- 
cult, but our Love will /»other, and render 
it not only eaſy, but delightful, For what 
T do for 412 whom I love, I do for my felt, 
his Pleaſures being, ine, and our Wills, 
and Ends, and Intereſts being involved in 
one 4xother. So thatif my Love be in any 
Meaſure tenſe and cordial, T ſhall do his 
Pleaſure and perform his Will with the 
ſame. Complacency and Delight as if I were 
doing my own ; and whatſoever Difficul- 
ties I meet with in ferving him, I ſhall 
encounter them with Joy, that T am fur- 
niſhed with Opportunities of expreſſing the 
Zeal and Sincerity of my Love to him. So 
that to pretend to love God, and yet to 
boggle at the Difficulties of obeying him, 
is the moſt ſhameful Hypocriſy in nature; 
for if we did as highly love him as we pre- 
tend, our Wills would be ſor ſwallowed 
up in 4, that it would be our Joy: and 
Recreation to ſerve him, and the very 
Thought that we are doing what 1s pleaſing 
and: grateful to him, would level all the 
Mountains of Difficulties in our way, and 
render them not only acce/zble, but eaſy. He 
therefore that {tumbles at every Straw, and 
ſtartles at every Difficulty in Re/igz0», mult 
be a zotoriows Hypocnite if he pretend to 
! the Love of God: for where rrae Love is, 
: | C Ditti- 
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Diſficulty is ſo far from daunting it, that 
that animates and encourages it, and 1n- 
ſtead” of 'blunting its Activity, whets and 
renders it more keen and vigorons; becauſe 
the greater 'the Difficulty 15, the greater 15 
its Opportunity of manifeſting its ow# Sin- 
cerity, and thereby of recommending it 
ſelf to is Beloved; the Joy of which not 
only ballances, but endears all its Pains and 
Trouble. - Hence the Apoſtle tells us, that 
there is no fear in love, and that perfect love 
caſteth out fear, 1 John iv. 18. It inſpires 
us with fuch Bravery and Conrage, that 
there is no Diffculty-'in our Obedience to 
him whom we love, that can daunt or ter- 


rity us. Wherefore ſince this is a zeceſſary 


Property of the Love of God to make us 
ready to undergo any Thing for his fake, 
this alſo muſt neceſſarily reſolve into the 
keeping his Commandments; for if weare 
willing to do any thing tor God, we ſhall 
ſurely be willing to obey him; and though 
our Obedience in ſome Inſtances may be 
difficult, yet our Love, if i be real, will 
conquer 1ts way through them all. 

And thus you ſee how all the eſſential 
Properties of the Love of God do' hnally 
reſolve mto Obedience ; from whence it 1s 
evident, that whereſoever the Love'ot God 
is, it will moſt certainly prove a Prexciple 
of Obcdicnce. gy 
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IT. I proceed now to the ſecond Head 
of Diſcourſe, which was to {hew, that rhe 
Love of God u it ſelf the mo#t perfett Princi- 
pe of Obedience; Not that I think all orhey 

rinciples in their own nature bad; for God 
himſelf: hath propoſed other Principles of 
Adtion to us befides this of Love ; he hath 
denounced his fearful Threatnings againſt 
us to alarm our Fear ; that by that we may 
be moved to obey him, and propounded 
his glorious Promiſes to us to excite our 
Hope, that that may be a Spring and Prin- 
ciple of Obedience 'n us. And certainly 
thar can be no bad Principle which is exct- 
ted in us by d#vize Motives: but yet it is 
moſt certain, that there is no Principle 
whatſoever can be acceptable ro God, that 
is quite ſeparated from Love to him ; for 
that which makes it acceptable is this, that 
it is 2 Principle of Univerſa! Obedience. 
But now the Love of God being the greateſt 
Inſtance of our Obedience, that can be no 
Principle of «xiverſa! Obedience that is 
wholly ſeparated from it. *Tis true, the 
Religion of Men begins upon a Prin- 
ciple either o#.Hope or Fear, and it cannot 
be denied but they are very god Begin- 
ners ; but yet till by theſe we are induced 
to love God as well as to-prattiſe all other 
Duties, we are by no means pleaſing and 
| C 2 accep- 
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acceptable to him : So that though the Fear 
of Paniſhment and the Hope of Reward are 
good Ingredients in the Principle of our 
Obedience, yet till they have ſome. Inter- 
maxtures Ft Love with them, they. can 
make no Claim to the divine Acceptation. 
There may be indeed, and at firſt: there 
generally 15, much leſs of Love in this 
Principle of Obedience than of Hope and 
Fear, whilſt yet the whole Compoſition is 
very acceptable to God; for the /lowe#t De- 
gree' of cordial Love, intermixed with our 
Hope and Fear, will kaven and confecrate 
them. into an acceptable Principle of Obedi- 
ence; but ſtill the 7s Love there is in it, 
the more weak, and langaid, and imperfect 
it is, and in all its Progrefles towards Per- 
fetion:its Maturity.1is to be meaſured by 
the Degrees of Love that are in it; and 
till our-Love 1s arrived: unto that Degree 
of Ardency as to become the predominant 
Motive and Mafter-Ingredient in it, our 
State in- Gooareſs is very ſlow and imperfect. 
So that in ſhort, the Principle of our Obe- 
dience 1s. more and more perfeC&t the more 
of Love there 1s in it, and the Jes of Hope 
and Fear ; and when Hope agd: Fear are all 
ſwallowed up in Love, and that is the /o/e 
Spring of Action within us, then it is the 
Principle of Heaven, and the Soul that = 
an 
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and animates the Religion of the Spirits of 
Jai men made perfect, . But to convince you 
how much .our Obedience 1s perfected by 
Love, I ſhall. briefly give you theſe follow- 
ing Inſtances of it : | 

1, It rendereth our Obedience aniver- 
ſal and unconfined. 

2. Spritely and chearful, 

3. Natural and eaſy. 

4. Conſtant and ſteaay. 

1. Love renders our Obedience #9:verſal 
and anconfined, When Men are acted on- 
Iy by.a Principle of Fear, they muſt be ve- 
ry zarrow and ſtingy in their Religion ; for 
they will be ſure to do no more than jult 
what is neceſſary to qrzet their Fears and 
calm their Conſciences; and becauſe they 
do not like what they do, but are meerl 
forced upon it by the Terror and nguith 
of their own Minds, therefore, it they can, 
they will find ſome Way to pacity their 
Conſciences without doing it, or at leaſt 
with doing as /:ttle as may be, or with do- 
ing that only which they like he#, and is 
molt agreeable to their vitiated Tempers. 
Thus Perſons of jor and »-oroſe Natures, 
when they are acted meerly by the Terrors 
of their Conſciences, commonly betake 
themſelves to ſome :#tle affected Singulari- 


ties and Severities in Rel:g40z; they will 
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put on ſome 4iſtinguiſhing Garb, and tip 
their Tongues with ſome peculiar Phraſes, 
and {crew their Faces into a moſt devour 
and mortified Figure'; they will condema 
themſelves to a State of S/exce, and retire 
from all the Pleafures and moft izxocert 
Feſtivities of Converſation ; they will frown 
all good Humour out of their Houſes, and 
will not endure ſo much as/a Smile in their 
Families, eſpecially on the Lord*s-Day; and 
take a world of Care and Pains to moap 
their Children mto a»/oc/able Statues, and 
ro train them up in the Keligiop of penſive 
Looks, and ſolemn Faces, and ejaculated 
Eyes; for this is fuch a Reformation as is 
ſuitable to their ſour and ſarly Natures; and 
therefore with this they will feek to bribe 
their Conſciences to connive at all their 
black and deviliſh Inclinations, Thus alfo 
it is uſual for Slaxderers and Backbiters, cou- 
tentious and cenſorions Perſons, when the 
are under an Agony of Conſcience, to lil 
chemfelves into ſome Se& or Party, where, 
under a Pretence of being the oy People 
pf Goa, they may confecrate their moſt 
4nhallowed Paſſions, and rail and backbite 
with Zeal and Devotion; where they may 
ſpit all their Venom in ſþpiritasl Goffiping, 
and freely employ the "Talent of their T- 
nature in damning and cenſuring ag 4 
, iflent 
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difſent from ; for this is ſuch a Converſion 
as beſt agrees with their cazkerozs Inclina- 
tions, To that if they can but cheat their 
Conſcience with it, that and their beloved 
Luſt will be very well reconciled. Thus 
alſo the coveronus and gripime Oppreſſor, 
when he cannot otherwile {till the Cries of 
his Conſcience, will betake hinſelf to fome 
of the cheaper Exerciſes of Religion; he will 
faft and pray, hear Sermons, and receive 
Sacraments, becauſe all theſe Things he can 
do without intrenching upon his Vice; he 
can ſay his Prayers for nothing, and fave 
Money by keeping a Fa#, and eat and 
drink at the Sacrament grazzs ; all this 1s fo 
cheap a Religion, that it coſts him nothing 
to maintain it, and ſo his coverous Mind 
hath no Reaſon to grudge at it; fo that if 
his Conſcience will be but fatisfied with 
this, his Luſt and that may ſhake hands 
and be Friends, And to name no more, 
thus when the iztemperate and /ſciviores 
Perſon is dogg*'d by the Fears of his g#r/ty 
Mind, it is uſual for-him to ſigh and mourn, 
and make wofu! Confeſſions of his Sins ; 
and when he hath done ſo, to endeavour 
to perſuade himſelf that this'is 7rwe Repen- 
tance; which if he can'do, he may fin on 
ſecurely, provided he doth but perpetually 

keep himſelf in this Circle of repentins and 
i & 4 ſin- 
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mmning, and ſinning and repenting ; but if 
ji ——_ rs himſelf, he Ill next 
fly to the Santtuary of a partial Reformati- 
on, and disband the Vices he can belt ſpare, 
that ſo he may keep his more helaved ones 
in Pay ; hoping that by a Sacrifice of ſome 
few of his Sins, he may make an Atone- 
ment for all the reſt. Thus when Men 
are only ated by their Fears, they will 
find ſome way or other to contract. their 
Religion into {0 narrow a Compals, that it 
{hall be ſure not to intrench 70 far- upon 
the Liberties of their Luſts. For he that 
doth a Thing out of Fear is averſe to the 
doing 1t, and that Averfation will ſo ſtint 
and limit him, that. he: will contrive all 
Ways to do as little as he can, and {till 
the l/s he is forced to do, the better he 
will be pleas'd. | 

But Love is that great Soul that aQts 
and animates the whole Body of Religion, 
and equally diffuſes its Influence through 
every Part and Member of it; for the 
Will of the Beloved is the Law of the Lo- 
ver, and eyery Thing pleaſes him, that is 
pleaſing to him whom he loves. So that 
if we love God, we ſhall do what he com- 
mands, becauſe it is his Will and Pleaſure ; 
and that Reaſon extends equally to all as 
well as to any Inſtances of Obedience ? and - 
there- 


Upm1i JOHN 5. 3. 25 


therefore if the Motive of our Obedience be 
this, that it 1s: God's Will and Pleaſure, we 
muſt neceſſarily obey him, ſo far as we un- 
derſtand, in every Thing that'is ſo. For if 
we love Goa, there will be ſuch a Conſent 
and Harmony between hi Will and ovwrs, 
that we ſhall be beſt pleaſed with whar 
pleaſes him ; and being ſo, our Obedience 
will be' no longer limited by any particular 
Likes or Diſlikes of our own, which wyl 
then all vail and proſtrate themſelves to 
God's ſovereign Pleaſure, and fo there will 
be nothing but zhat to ſet Limits and 
Bounds to our Obedience. So that then 
we ſhall be fo far from contriving how to 
eſcape doing his Will, that we ſhall be rea- 
dy to court all Opportunities of pleaſing 
him, and be ſo paſſionately defirous of do- 
ing what we think is grateful to him, that 
we ſhall not only perform what he requires 
by explicite Command, but be ready to 
comply with the moſt /ecre: Notices and 
Intimations of his Pleaſure, and to do what- 
ſoever we think will pleaſe him when it is 
performed, whether it be commanded 
or no. | | 

2. Love renders our Obedience ſpritely 
and vigorous : For it 15 Certain, there 15 no 
Paſſion in humane Nature fo ative and 21- 
gorous as that of Love : for in this all the 
other 
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other Paſſions are ſeated as in their cozmor 
Root and Principle, and like ſo many 
Streams, though they run ſevers Ways and 
in different Chanels, 'yet do they all iſſue 
out of one common Spring, and that is Love. 
For the Love of our ſelves is the Parent of 
all our Paſſions ; *tis that which makes us 
hate what is contrary to us, and deſire and 
hope for whatſoever is pleaſant and agree- 
able. And when we love any particalar 
ObjeQ, and our Wills are pleafingly affe- 
cted with the Beauty of it, if it bea Thing 
that is poſſible for us to enjoy, that excites 
in us a Deſire of Enjoyment ; if together 
with the Poſſibility there be a Probability 
of enjoying it, that excites Hope and Expe- 
ation ; but 1f there be not, that excites 
Fear, and this Hope and Fear being exalted 
to their hgheft Degree, turn into Confidence 
and Deſperation, If any Difficulty oppoſe 
it ſelf to our Enjoyment, that excites Cho- 
ler, and Courage, and Boldxeſs; and if we 
ſurmount thoſt Difficulties that hindred 
our Enjoyment, that excites Joy and Exwl- 
tation of Mind, Thus Love, you ſee, as 
ſoon as it is taken with the Beauty of an 
Object, unmediately kindles its Deſires, EX= 
cites its Hope and Fear, and carries the 
Fire into all the Paſſions which hold of its 
Empire; fo that having the anited Force 
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of all the other Paſſions at-its Beck and 
Command, its ſelf muſt needs be extreme- 
ly potent and vigoroms; and conſequently 
when it is terminated upon Goa, and be- 
come the reigning Principle of our Obedi- 
ence to him, there is no Paſſion in our 
Natures can have that Influence upon us to 
make us at#rve and vigorous in the doing of 
his Will, as zhis may reaſonably be ſuppo- 
ſed to have; becauſe when we are under 
the Command of Love, that having in it 
the Force of all our other Paſſions, muſt ne- 
ceſlarily move and att us with all their »-- 
ed Influence, And when the ſeparate Force 
of all our Paſſions, like fo many ſingle 
Threads, are twiſted into one Cord, with 
what a potent, I had almoſt ſaid omniporent 
Vigour muſt they draw and attract us ? 
When our Love of God ſhall all at once 
awaken in us the Deſire and Hope of enjoy- 
ng him, the Fear and Di#ſpleaſare of loſing 
hum, the Reſolution and Conrage to charge 
through every Difficulty that oppoſes our 
Fraition of im ; and our Obedience ſhall 
be all at once informed and animated with 
the ax:ted Force of all thoſe mighty Paſſions; 
how a&ive and v#gorous mult it needs be ? 
For the Wife Man tells us, that Love # xs 
ftrong 4s Death, Cant. vin. 6. that *tis an 
equal Match for the all-conquerizg my of 
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Terrors, to whoſe Power the mightieft 
Things do ftoop : And indeed it- muſt 
needs be ſtrong when it hath all the Force 
of Humane Nature in 1t, and is winged 
with the «ited Vigour of ſo many ſtrong 
and ative Aﬀettions. Hence the Apoſtle 
attributes a conſtraining Vertue to it, 2 Cor. 
V. 14. For the Love of God conſtraineth us ; 
it \weetly trannizes over all our Faculties ; 
and by a willing Violence forces and capti- 
vates us into Obedience. But when a Man 
is ated only by a Principle of Fear, he muſt 
needs drive on heavily in the Courſe of his 
Obedience ; becauſe what a Man doth out 
of Fear, he would not do:; ſo that he a&ts 
with Averſation, and moves all along coun- 
ter to his own Inclinations, and hath not 
the joint Concurrence of his other AﬀeCti- 
ons as he hath when he acts out of Love; 
and conſequently his Paſhons thwarting 
and crofling oxe another, do retard and hin- 
der each others Motions. So that though 
the Motion of Fear doth finally prevail, 
yet it 1s ſo broken and: weakned by the 
counter-motions of Inclination, that it can- 
not act us with that $ — and Vigour 
as otherwiſe it would do: for whulſt our 
Fear gives Wings to us, our Inclination 
hangs a Clog at our Heels, which weartes 
thoſe Wings, and {lackensand retards their 
| jy Flight. 
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Flight. Whereas, on the contrary, when 
we are ated by Love, there is no Counter- 
motion within to let and hinder us, bur all 
our Paſſions unite and conſpire, and like 
the iferior Orbs of Heaven move harmoni- 
ouſly with Love the firſt Great-wover, be- 
cauſe there is nothing within to check or 
allay it, and ſo:we move on freely ſecundo 
flamine, with the full and anjaterrupted Cur- 
rent of our'Natures. So that Love, you 
ſee, is a moſt ai7ive and vigorous Soul; it 
makes us all Life, and Spirit, and Wing, 
and animates our Religzou with ſuch a 
ſpritely Flame ,/ as nothing is able to con- 
troul or ſuppreſs. If therefore we were 
but once throughly informed with the Love 
of Goa, this would ſo enliven us, that there 
is nothing in Relzgion would be 700 hard for 
us; this would turn Toils into Recreations, 
and Difficulties into Pleaſures, and make 
us ſo zimble and agile in our Obedience , 
that we ſhould. ru» the ways of Gods Com- 
manaments, as David ſaid would do, 
when God ſhould enlarge his heatt with the love 


- of him, Pfal. cxix. 32. And whereas /az- 


guid Souls, enteebled with the want of this 
generous Paſſhon, find Impoſſibilities, and 
complain of Impotencies, and make a ſtop ; 
we {ſhould go on and conquer with an 2z- 
wixcible Power. Thus Love, you ws, 6 
the 
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the moſt ſpritely and vigorous Principle of 
Obedience, | | 

3. Love renders our Obedience free and 
chearful and voluntary. He who obeys God 
only from a Principle of Fear, obeys him 
againſt his Will; he takes down his Duty ' 
as ſick Men do' Phyfick, with Loathing and 
Reſuttancy, and 'only ſubmits to it as a 
more tolerable Penance than the preſent Hor- 
ror that he feels,” and the after-Damaation 
that he fears ; he only chuſes it as the /ea#t 
of two Evils, that is, as a 'Thung that he 
hates, though not. in ſo great a Degree as 
he doth thoſe'greater Evils which he knows 
are inſeparable to his not chuſing it: And 
while it 1s. thus with him, it is impoſſible 
he ſhould obey with any Freedom or Ala» 
crity. For how can a Man chearfully com- 
ply with what he hates, or become a Yolun- 
zeer tO that which is his Torment? He ma 
labour indeed at his Duty, and tug hard, 
like a Galh-fave, at the Oar, but alas ! *tis 
fore againſt his Wall ; he would fain be at 
his Luſt again, but that he is chained to 
his Duty, and kept in Awe by that flaming 
Scourge that 1s: held over him ; ſo that he 
is perfectly preſſed to ſerve God, and like 
an «nwilling Vittum is dragged to his Al- 
tars. Now though this may be a good Be- 
ginning. of Religi/oy, which through the 

.- Paſſion 
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Paſſion of Fear doth uſually make its firi# 
Eatrance into the Soul, yet if it ſtop here, 
and doth: not paſs forwards into Love, tt 
is but half way, and will-never be able to 
obtain an-extire Poſſeſſion. - For whilſt we 
obey God -meerly out of Fear, we want 
- one half of our Religion, and that is Love, 
which is that Half too wherein the Subje- 
ion of our Souls to God: confiſteth ; for 
while we only fear him, that may conſtram 
us to an eternal Homage and Obedience ; 
but *tis Love alone that can #2throne him 
in our Wills, and make us Yolunteers n 
his Service. But when once this d:zvire 
Fire is inkindled within our Breaſts, it will 
by Degrees melt away all our ſecret Repug- 
nancies and” Averſations to our Duty, and 


fo mould and temper our Wills to the Will *© 


of God, that at laſt our Obedience will be 
no longer a Burthen to us, but we ſhall 
run to our Duty with the /a»ze Compla- 
cency and Delight, as we do now to our 
Pleaſures and Recreations, and do the Will 
of our Father upon Earth as it 1s done by 
our Brethren in Heaven; who being all in- 
flamed with Love to him, do find a Hea- 
vey of Joys in ſerving and adoring him. 
For it we did heartily love God, *tis 1m- 
poſſible but) we ſhould feel a Pleaſure in 
plealing him ; our Wills would fo bm: An 

thize 
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thize with his, that we ſhould feel his Joys 
and taſte his Pleaſures; and thofe Things 
only would be :rkſom and wngrateful to us, 
which we know do grieve and diſtaſte him. 
For Love turns Service into Wages, and 
pays her ſelf with the Pleaſures of. plea- 
fing; ſhe counts all. Commands Favours, 
and is highly fatisfied with the-Honour of 
obeying ; and if ſhe. can but - accompliſh 
the Pleaſure of her Beloved, ſhe thinks her 
ſelf wholly recompenſed for all her tedious 
Toils and Labours,. ' And certainly if our 
Souls were but inſpired with any confidera- 
ble Degrees of this Heavenly Paſſion, we 
ſhould find ſuch Pleafure in pleaſing God, 
as would tor ever efigage us to ſerve him ; 
for then -every Service. that we. rendred: 
him . would be a- free Sally of an examonured 
Will, and fo our Hearts would be wrapp'd 


3 UP 18 every Duty, and our Souls would 
till be aſcending Heaverwards, like the Az- 


gel that appeared to Manoah, in the Flames 
of all our Sacrifices. So that this Excel- 
lency alto Love hath above all other Prin- 
ciples of Obedience, that it renders our 
Obedience moſt free, moſt chearful, and 
voluntary, | : 

4. And laſtly, Love renders our Obedi- 
ence conſtaut and ſteady, When a Man's 
Religion is only animated with Fear, as it 

Hy 
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15 weak and languid while it lives, 10 it ge- 
nerally haſtens to an «timely Period, For 
Fear 1s a Paſſion ſo burthenſom to humare 
Nature, that we cannot but deſire to quit 
and diſcharge our ſelves of it as foon as pol- 
ſible may be ; and accordingly the Apoſtle 
tells us, that there i torment 19 Fear, 1 Joh: 
4. 18. for it ſeparates the Soul trom the En= 
joyment of her ſelf, and gives ſuch an «z- 
grateful Tang to all her Pleaſures, that ſhe 
can find no Ret or Satisfaction in any Thing 
ſo long as ſhe is haunted with it. Now 
when that which is the Principle of our Re- 
ligion is a Burthen to us, we cannot but en= 
deavour, if poſſible, to eaſe our ſelves of it; 
which we cannot otherwiſe do, but either 
by going forwards to Love, or by returning 
back again to ſinful Preſfumption. For as for 
Fear, it is like the W:/derzeſs through which 
Iſrael paſſed, a Place where there is no abi- 
ding with Content and Satisfaction ; fo thar 
we mult go back again into Egypt,or forwards 
to Caraay, or be content to fit down mw Mi- 
ſery and Diſquiet, For wecan never be at 
Reſt, till our Fear is either ſweetned with an 
Intermixture of Love, or ſtifled with wazz 
Hopes and a»grounded Prefumptions : And 
there being ſo many Arts of Se/f-deceiving in 
the World, and skinning over the Wounds 


of Conſcience, if Men do not ſpeedily cure. 
D their 
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their Fear by Love, they will foon find ſome 
other Way to extinguiſh it 3 either they will 
promiſe their Confciences a jwrwre Amend- 
ment, or elſe they will prefexthy amend by 
Halves, or elſe they will take Sanctuary in 
ſome falſe Notions in Rel:igron, that tend to 
{ſecure them in their Sins, and render them 
quietly wicked : 'Thefe of fome other Ways 
they will find'to quit themfelves of this rrow- 
blejome Paſſion ; and then when the Weights 
of their Fear are down, the H/heels of their 
Religion will ftand {ftll immediately. So 
that you plainly ſee, that bare Fear can ne- 
ver be a laſting and ſteady Principle of Ret:- 
9304.; and that becauſe it 1s ſo troubleſome, 
that Men will not long have the Parience ro 

endure it. | | 
But as for Love, that is naturally a maſt 
Jweet and grateful Paſhon ; at fooths and ra- 
viſhes the Heart, and puts the Spirits into.a 
brisk and generous Motion ; and 10 long as it 
continues pare Love,is always attended with 
Joy and Pleaſure : And being to init ell, it 
1s much more ſo when -t is terminated upon 
God. For all the Diſquietndes of Lovearife 
trom the TmperfeCtions'of '1ts' Object ; enher 
the Perſon beloved is coy and cruel, whichiim- 
bitters the Love with Sorrow and Repret; 
or elſe he 1s fickle and \inconſtant , which ih. 
Hames it with Rage and Jealouſy. Butwhen 
| our: 
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- our Love fixes upon Goa, it hath neither of 


theſe Cauſes of Diſturbance ; for he is infi- 

nitely loving unto all that love him, and he 

never changes the Objects of his Loye, un- 

leſs they change, and prove fick/e and @rcon- 

ſtant in their Aﬀection to him, For whilſt 
he hath the ſame Reaſon to love, his Love is 
always the fame , and is as conſtant and im- 
»mtable as his Being. So that in the Love of 
God there is no Reaſon for any of thoſe Griefs 
and Jealouſfies that are ſo commonly inter- 
mingled with carnal Loves and Aﬀections ; 
for it being fixed upon an Oje# that doth 
{ſo well deſerve, and will {o amply requite 
it, it can find nothing there but finite Cauſes 
of Pleaſure and Complacency : For the 04- 
Jett of our Love being infinitely lovely, and 
infinitely loving, the Aﬀettion muſt needs 
be unſpeakably pleaſing and grateful, So that 
the Love of God, you ſee, muſt needs be 
ſweet and ſerene, and produdtive of the moſt 
delightful and raviſhins Emotions, there be- 
ing nothing in him but what tends to its 
greate# Content and Satisfaction ; and being 
to, it muſt neceſſarily prove a molt /:ting 
Principle of Obedience to him ; becaule 
whereſoever tt is, i is, always attend- 
ed with ſuch ſubſtantia! Pleaſures and De- 
lights, that there can be no 'Temptation 
ro extinguiſh it ; for {0 long as we feel no- 
D 2 thing 
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thing in it but what is highly grazef«/ to our 
Natures, we ſhall be ſo far from ufing Arts 
to quit our ſelves of it, that we ſhall think 
it our greateſt Intereſt to promote and increaſe 
it. For ſtill the more we love him, the beter 
we ſhall be pleaſed ; and the berter we are 
pleaſed, the more we ſhall endeavour to love 
him: And fo our Pleaſure and our Love vill 
mutually provoke and augment one azother, 
till both are arrived to the atmo# Height of 
their Perfetion. Thus the Love of God, 
you ſee, 15a /aſting Principle ; *tis a Fire that 
can ve upon the Fuel which it ſelf creates; 
and maintain it ſelf for ever in Strength and 
Vigour, by feeding upon the Joys and Plea- 
{ures which it produces: So that if this be the 
Principle upon which we do obey, our Re/:- 
giou muſt needs be laſting and ſteady ; be- 
. cauſe it is ated and animated by a Principle 
that is ſo. | 

Having thus demonſtrated the Propoſition 
in the Text, That whereſoever the Love of God 
zs, it will expreſs it ſelf in Obedience to his Will ; 
I ſhall now conclude the whole with ſome 
prattical Inferences. 

1. From hence I infer, how neceſlary it 
is to the very Being of Religion, to keep up 
good Thoughts of God in the World; becauſe 
without ſuch, Men will never be able to love 
him ; and without Love, they will,never be 
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reduced to a through Submiſſion to his hea- 
venly Will. For it1s by Lovealone that God 
reigns in our Hearts, and doth both ac- 
quire and preſerve the Empire of our Souls. 
We may beawed into a forced and fawning 
Submiſſion, meerly by the Dread and Terror 
of his Power, and be obliged to ſerve him, 
as the Indians do the Devil, for fear he ſhould 
dous a Miſchief, and tear us in pieces; but 
this is meerly the Religion of Slaves, who are 
forced toundergo oze Evil for fear of azother, 
and to do what they hate for tear of ſuffering 
what they cannot endure. And as Slaves do 
generally hate thoſe whom they fear, and 
even whilſt they are fanning and cringing 
to their /zzperious Maſters, had much rather 
cut their Throats if they could do it with 
ſafety ; ſo when Men are ated in their Obe- 
dience to God meerly by a laviſh Dread of 
Iis Vengeance, they generally hate him 
whult they obey him ; and if it were in their 
power, would rather «god him, and pull 
him down from his Throne, than reader 
him thoſe Fomages which they dare not 
with-hold. Now is it poſſible, that he who 
knows the Hearts of Men, and fees the 2-- 
mot Workings of their Minds, ſhould ever 
be pleaſed with ſuch a baſe and ſordid Relig i- 
03; a Religion that is conjoyned with ſuch 
an zzveterate Hatred to his Perſon and Go- 

D 3 vern- 
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vernment, and reſtrains Men only by, the 
Fear of Puniſhment from flying in Is Face ; 
a Relig407 that is wholly founded in Paſhon, 
that cauſes us to hate him, as well as to 
fawn upon him ; that carries 1n it a ſecyer 
Antipathy to his Nature and his Laws, and 
would much rather vent it felt in an oper 
Rebellion, than in a forced Submiſſion, had 
it but Power enough to defend it felf from 
his Fury ? And yet this Is the ve# Relrgvon 
that Mankindis capable of without the Love 
of God, So that if ever we intend to keep 
up a generows Relipron in our Souls, ſuch as 
becomes freebora Mmds toofter to the great 
Sovereren of the World 3 we mult be ſure 
to purge out all thoſe ſowver and r/p1i4 Noti- 
ons of Goa that reprefent him any ways uit- 
lovely to us. 

2ly. "Hence I infer, how miſerably thoſe 
Men are miſtaken, that make any Thing a 
Sionof their Love to God, but what tends to 
their keeping his Commandments. There 
are 700 many Perſons that areapt to meaſure 
their Aﬀ/echon toGodand Chriztby the meer 
Impreſſions of ſexfetive Paſſion, becauſe up- 
on ſome mowing and affetting Repreſertati- 
vns 'of thoſe amiable Objects, they feel in 
them{elves the ſame jerſetrve Emotions as 
they are wont todo when they tall in Love 
v1th other Things; that is, if they feel ther 
| &n1Irits 
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pirits /cothing and raviſbing their Hearts, 
=y nw nA diffuſmg and opening them- 
ſelves to let in thole /oft and aoros Spirits, 
they conclude themtielves preſently intinite- 
ly in love with Goa, and with their Savonr : 
Whereas many times all this 1s meerly the 
Effe&t of an amorous CompleRion, tinctured 
and inflamed with Religious Ideas, and is 
commanly as remote from the Virtue of 
Love, as Light is from Darkneſs, or Heavez 
from Hef, For as there are many Men who 
are ſincerely good, that yet cannot raiſe their 


ſenfitrve Pafſhons 1n their Relig iows Exercifes ; 


that are heartily ſhrey tor their Sins, and yer 
cannot weep for them; and doentirely love 
God, and delight in his Service, and yet can- 
not move their Blood and Spirits into the 
raviſhing Paſſions of ſexſittve Love and Joy : 
So on the other hand there are many groſs 
Hypacrites that have nat one Dram of rue 
Piety in them, who yer in their Religious 
Exerciſes can put themſelyes into wonderous 
T raniports of bodily Paſſian ; who can pour 
out their Confeſſions in Floods of Tears, 
and cauſe their Hearts to 4//ate into Rap- 
tures of ſexrſitive Love, and their Spirits to 
tickle them into Extaſies of Jay. Which is 
purely to be reſolved into the aifferext Tem- 
pers of Mens Bodies; ſome Tempers bcing 
naturally ſo calm and ſedate, as that they are 
D 4 {carce 
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ſcarce capable of being diſturbed into- a 
Paſſion ; others again fo ſoft and tender, and 
impreſſible, that the molt frivolous Fancy 1s 
able to raiſe a Commotion in them. And 
hence we ſee that ſo-ze People can weep moſt 
heartily at the Misfortunes of Lovers in P/ays 
and Romanrces,and as heartily rejoyce at their 
good Succeſſes, though they know that both 
are but Fictions and mere Ideas of Fancy ; 
whereas others can ſcarce ſhed a Tear, or 
raiſe a ſenſitive Joy at the real Calamities or 
Proſperities of a Friend, whom yet they love 
a great deal better than others can be Fl 


ro's. And yet becauſe of theſe = ary Tran- 
ſports which Mendo ſometimes feel in them- 
ſelves, when their Fancies have been chafed 
a while with a patherical Deſcription of God, 
they preſently vote themſelves his Friends 
and Lovers; whereas in Truth, that which 
commonly moves their AﬀeQtion, is not any 

thing real either in God or in Chr:i# ; but 
{ome ſerſual Beauty attributed to them in 
fanciful Deicriptions , that ſmites their car- 
#alized Fancies. For generally we find that 

it is a Metaphorical God and Chriit that ſuch 

Men tall in love with ; they ſet up an Io! 

of God and Chr:#t 1n their Fancies, and dreſs 

it un ſuch carnal Metaphors and Alluſions, as 

Eaeir ſezſual Minds are moſt apt to be taken 
| — with; 
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ſed to do their feigned and Romantick He- 
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with; and then imagin that it ſmiles on 
them, and kiſſes and carefſes them, with all 
the pretty endearments of a doating Lover ; 
whereupon they grow ſo extreamly fond of 
it, that they are not able to forbear hugging 
and dandling it : But alas poor Men ! they 
hug the Cloud inſtead of the Godeſs; and 
while they think they have God and Chri## 
intheir Arms, embrace nothing buta Specter 
of their own Fancies : For let but any other 
Perſon, though it were only the Hero of a 
Romance, or the Lover of a Play, be but de- 
{cribed to them in the ſame Language, and 
the ſame gl;/tering Alluſions, and they ſhall 
experience in themſelves the ſame Paſſion 
for them as they have for their God and 
their Saviour. Thus in the Roman Nunne- 
ries and Monaſteries we generally find the 
Monks fall in Love with the Y:rgin Mary, 
whilſt the Nars are all enamoured with 
Jeſus Chriit ; that is, they chuſe the Objetts 
of their Love according to the different In- 
clinations of their Sexes; and the Reaſon 
why they chuſe fo differently, 1s no other 
than this, that they both frame to them- 
ſelves ſuch different carnal Tdeas of the diffe- 
rent Objects of their Love, as are moſt ſuit- 
able and agreeable to their carzal Inclinat:- 
ons; but very commonly neither the Monk 
loves the Vireiz Mary, nor the Nan, Jeſs 
| | Chrit ; 
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Chri#; but they both meerly doat upon 
the different Images of their own Fancies ; 
which do not at all repreſent thoſe divine 
Beauties for which thoſe /acred Perſons do 
ſo well deſerve to be beloved, And thus 
it is £00 commonly among our ſelves, when 
yet we pretend to be zea/oxs Lovers of God, 
Wherefore unleſs we havea mind to deceive 
our ſelves, let us no longer depend on ſuch 
fallacious Evidences as theſe ; but let us try 
our Love of God by his own Touch-ſtone ; 
and that is our Obedience to his heavenly 
Will. If any man love we, faith our Save- 
our, he will keep my Words, Jo, xiv. 23, and 
ye are my friends, if ye do whatſoever I com- 
mand you ; for this, faith St, John, s Lowe, 
that ye walk after his Commandments, Eph. 11,6. 
For the Love of God and of Chrz#t being a 
rational Love, is only to be valued by thoſe 
rational Effefts it produces in us ; if it tranſ- 
form us into the Image of God, and makes 
us love what he loves, and hate what he 
hates; theſe are much more certaiz Indica- 
tions of our Love to him, than the molt r4- 
wiſhing Effe&ts of ſenſitive Paſſion, For 
choughour Hearts weremelted intoa Tranf- 
port and Fondneſs to him, yet ſo long as 
our Hearts and our Practices are incomply- 
ant to his Will and Laws, he will logk up- 
on us, and deal with us as Hypocrites and 
Enemies ; 
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Enemies ; and eſteem all our ſexſztive Fond- 
nefſes towards him, but as the baſe Flatteries 
of Fadas ; who kiſſed him, and then betrayed 
him. 

3/y. Hence I infer, what the great Rea- 
ſon is why God doth ſo ſtrictly enjoyn us to 
love him. For there is no Command what- 
ſoever 10 often repeated in Scripture, as this 
of loving God; T hou ſhalt love the Lora thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul : 
What doth the Lord thy God require of thee, 
but to love him? O love the Lord all ye his 
Saixts ! Take heed therefore to your ſebves that 
ye love the Lord your God. Thele, and a 
world of other rezterazed ImunQtions of Love, 
do we meet with in the Sacred Pages. Bur 
how comes this to paſs ? Doth God need 
our Love, that he ſo importunately calls for 
it ? Ordoth it contribute any thing to his 
Happineſs, to ſee himſelf beloved by all this 
great World of Beings ; which he hath 
made, and which he hath endued with the 
Capacity of loving hum? No, no ; though 
doubtieis the be# Thing we can give him is 
our Love, yer he 1s t00 happy in himſelf to 
need any thing of ours: For he is a botton:- 
leſs Fountain of Happineſs, circumicribing 
all thoſe Blifles that he can need or defire 
withinthe bozzaleſs Circle of hus own Being, 
Or doth he court our Love meerly that he 
may 
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may glory in the Number of his Lovers, 
and pride himſelf in thoſe ixfizice Flames that 
concenter in him ? No, nor this neither ; 
for he is ſo infinitely g/or:0w 1n himſelf, that 
no Att of ours can either add to, or ſubſtrat 
from his Glory ; which amidſt all the Halle- 
lujahs of Angels and Saints, and all the Blaſ- 
phemzes of Men and Devils, ſhines with the 
fame «varied Splendour and Brightneſs ; 
and is neither diminiſhed by our Hatred, nor 
umproved by our Love. Well then, if nei- 
 therof theſe be the Reaſon, what is it? Tis 
true, the Thing 1s infinitely reaſozable in it 
ſelf, That he who is ſo lovely in himſelf, 
ſhould be beloved ; and that all our Aﬀecti- 
ons ſhould be «xited in him, who is the 
Fountain of all our Beings and Well-Beings : 
And God who is the Author of our reaſonable 
Faculties, cannot but deſire that we ſhould 
act reaſonably ; and love that be#, which 
beſt deſerves to be beloved. But is there 
not ſome particular End for which God doth 
ſocarneſtly crave and exact our Love ? Yes, 
doubtleſs there is; and ſuch as is every way 
worthy of him that hath prapoſed it. For 
it cannot be ſuppoſed that a Being infinitely 
wiſe, ſhould ever att without End or Aim; 
but God being infinitely happy, cannot be ſup- 
poſed to propoſe any End for his own Ad- 
yantage; becauſe that wauld imply, _ 
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he wants or defires ſome Good that he hath 
not ; and conſequently, that he is not hap- 
py. But then he being infinitely good as 
well as happy, we cannot imagin what other 
End he ſhould have of his Actions, but only 
to do good to his Creatures, and promote 
their Happineſs ; and conſequently, the 
End and Reaſon for which he doth ſo im- 
portunately demand our Love, 1s not to 
add any Thing to himſelf, but to do good 
to us ; for our goodneſs extendeth not to God, 
as the Pſalmiſt tells us, xvi. 2. And though 
the Love of God be a very great Perfection 
to our Natures, yet Job tells us, that t is 
20 gain at all to God, that we make our ways 
pertee?, Job xxii. 3. But though it is none to 
(rod, yet it 1s an zzfinite Gain to our ſelves; 
and that is the End and Reaſon for which 
he requires it : For, as Thavealready ſhew'd 
you, of all the Principles of our Obedience 
to God, Love is the moſt pregnant and fruit- 
ful. Now God requires us to obey him 
tor our own Good, he having enjoyned us 
nothing but what tends to the Perfetion 
and Happineſs of our Natures ; and he re- 
quires us to love him, that ſo we may the 
more 1ntirely and perfealy obey him ; and 
thereby more ſpeedily arrive to that Happi- 
neſs for which his izf1n:te Goodneſs hath de- 
{igned us. So that all the profit both of our 


Love 
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Love and Obedience, accrues to our ſelves ; 
*tis we only that reap the Fruit of ozr ow» 
Virtues ; we only that are exalted by thoſe 
Homages that we render to our Maker ; for 
he 1s as happy without our Love, as he is with 
it; and all thoſe anited Flames of Angels 
and Saizts that meet and concenter in hum, 
add not one ſpark to the fin;te Element 
of his Happineſs ; which were not z2rfinzze, 
could it adnut of Increaſe : But the Lovers 
themſelves areglorified by their Love; and 
becauſe they are ſo, God requires and exatts 
it. For our Love being the great Soul of 
our Obedience, and our Obedience the ze- 
ceſſary Means of our Happineſs, the Profit 
of both muſt neceſſarily redound to our 
ſelves :_and *tis we only that muſt be in- 
riched and glorified by them. For this Rea- 
ſon therefore God requires our Love, that it 
may bea {iving Principle to Obedience ; and 
chat being ſo, it might accelerate our Happt- 
neſs ; for he whoſe Love of God 1s but ar- 
rived to the Degree of a reigning Principle 
of Obedience, (o as that Tus Obedience pro- 
ceeds more from his Love than from 'any 
other Paſſion, doth already border on the 
heavenly State, and is within the Confines 
of Pertetion. For as for the Inhabitants of 
Heaven, they are all acted by prre Love; 
which makes their Obedience pure and per- 
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fett : They ſee God face to face; and by 
their Sight are all inflamed with Love to 
him ; and by their Love ate winged with 
everlaſtiag Vigour and Readineſs to ſerve 
him ; and all their Averſations to his Hea- 
venly Will being ſwallowed up in perfect 
Love, they not only obey without Mur- 
muring, but with #fizzre Raviſhment and 
Pleaſure ; and never fee] themſelves more 
in Heaven, than while they are ſerving, 

aiſmg, and adoring hum. This 1s the 
happy State of thoſe heavenly Lovers ; and 
ro thns we are approachmg with ful Speed, 
while we obey from a Principle of Love : 
For Love will carry us on with Wind and 
Tide, from oe Degree of PerfeCtion to 
another ; and whulit poor fawiſh Souls that 
are ated manly by their Fears, are faign 
to tag at the Oar, and yet creep on but 
ſlowly, and by «x/erſible Degrees; we ſhall 
run forwards with Eaſe and Speed ; and get 
more ground at oze ftroak, than they can in 
twenty, For m oxe-g00d Attion performed out 
of Love, there is more Virtue and Good- 
nels, than in a 4»x4dved of thoſe whereunto 
we are dragped by our own Fears and 
Tertors ; becauſe as the Degrees of Evil, fo 
the Degrees of (Good in all Attions, are to be 
meaſured by the Degrees of W1ll that are 
tn them ; and doubtleſs in thoſe good Atti- 
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ons, that have Love for their Pfinciple , 
there is much more of Will than in thoſe 
that proceed from Fear and Terror ; and 
conſequently , our Nature being perfected 
by good Aftions, and more or /eſs perfeted 
by them, the more of /eſs of Goodneſs they 
have in them, muſt needs be much more 
perfected by the good Actions of Love, than 
by thoſe of Fear. Whilſt therefore we are 
ated in Relizi0z by the Love of God, our 
Souls are upon the Wing to Perfection, and 
in a ſwift Tendency to the heavenly State ; 
we are already in the Neighbourhood of 
glorified Saints and Angels; and if we con- 
tinue our Courſe, ſhall ſoon be fit for their 
Society and Converſe. This therefore is 
the great End and Reaſon why God doth ſo 
importunartely claim our Love, becaule this 
of all others is the moſt perfe&ive Principle 
of our Natures, and conſequently the moſt 
conductve to our Happineſs, : 
az. And laſtly, from hence I infer, of 
what vast Importance it 15 to us 1n Rel:gzor, 
to love God. For you plainly ſee, that Love 
15not only a Principle of Obedience, but that 
of all others it is the moſt efficacious and ope« 
rative ; that it doth not only engage us to 
keep God's Commandments , but that it 
enables us to keep them moſt umverſally, 


and vigorouſly, and chearfully , and con- . 


ſtantly. 
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Rantly: So that what the Apoſtle ſaith of 
brotherly Love, is more univerſally true of 
the Love of God, that zt is the keeping of the 
whole Law, Rom. xwi. 10. that 1s, cauſally 
and virtually it is. For ſo Love is that 
aniverſal Cauſe which within its fruitful 
Womb contains all the Particulars of our 
Obedience, and is naturally produthve of 
them all ; So that virtually it 1s af Religtos ; 
it 1s Godlineſs, and Temperance; and Charity, 
and Humility, and Righteouſneſs, and Pati- 
ence ; being the common Cauſe and Parent 
of them all. For Love hath an aniverſat 
Reſpect to the Will of the Beloved ; it doth 
not chaſe what is eſte and refuſe what 1s hard, 
but likes what God likes, and diſapproves 
of what he hates ; his Will being the great 
Reaſon of all its Choices and Refuſals; And 
whatſoever things in particular are d4:/fa/tful 
and d:fficult to us, by its powerfel Oratory 
it renders peſo and eafie. For he that 
ſerves Goa out of Love, ſerves him with 
Delight ; and he that ſerves him with De- 
light, hath no Clog to incumber lum ; none 
of thoſs Averſations and Arntipathies to his 
Service;that do ſo load and depreſs w7willing 
Minds ; he doth not row againſt the Cur- 
fent of Nature, but acts with the full Incli- 
nation of his Mind, and fo feels litthe or no- 
thing of Drudgery in his Religjoz; and be- 
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ing carried on with a fall Tide of Delight, 
he goes eaſily and chearfully down witly the 
Stream. Of ſuch vait Importance is the 
Love of God to our Religion, that it not only 
produces it, but renders it eafte and pleaſaxt; 
{0 that without ſome Degree of zh, our 
Religion can have neither Being nor Well- 
being; and it is as poſſible for us to hive 
without a Soul, and to be nouriſhed with- 
out Food, as it is for our Relg ion to be, and 
to thrive without the Love of God. 
Wherefore if ever we would be Religious 
indeed, 1f ever we would connataralize Re- 
gion to our Souls, ſo as to render it exfeand 
aelightſome to us ; let us endeavour to kindle 
this heavenly Fire within us ; and cerrai 
if we heartily endeavour it, we cannot fa 
of ſucceſs. For there are ſo many mighty 
Reaſons to engage us to the: Love of God, 
ſo many #o:xc:ble Attractions in his Na- 
ture, and in his Love towards us, as cannot 
but affe& us if we ſeriouſly ponder and con- 
ſider them. For how can I reflet upon 
that a-zable Nature of his, in which there is 
an harmonious Concurrence of all Beauties 
and Perfections ; where Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs, Juftice and Mercy, and every lowely 
Thing that can claim or deſerve a rational 
Afﬀection, arecontempered together in their: 
utmo{t Degrees of Perfection? How I fay.. 
T6 | Call 
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can I ſteadily reflect upon ſuch a Nature as 
this, without being charmed and captivated 
with the Love of it ? How can I think of 
that /upendous Love which he hath expreſſed 
towards me, in giving me my Being, and 
all the Bleſſings I enjoy ; in preparing a Hea- 
ven of immortal Joys for me, and {ending 
his Soz from thence to conduct me thither, 
without being all inflamed with Love to 
him ? Wherefore let us ſeriouſly {et our 
ſelves to the Contemplation of God, of the 
Lovelineſs of his Nature, and of his fire 
Kindneſs tous and all his Creation. Let us 
repeat the Thoughts of theſe Things upon 
our Minds, and never give over preſling our 
ſelves with thoſe i7fire Reaſons we have 
to love him, till we feel the hexwexly Fire be- 
on to kindle within our Breatits; and then 
tet us never give over feeding and blowing 
it with theſe 4:v;ze Conſiderations, till it 
riſe up into a /rirmprant Flame. And then 
we ſhall feel our ſelves animated witha ov 
Soul, and mfſpired with ſo much Life and 
Attivity in Rel:g70p, as that from our Expe- 
rience we ſhall be able to ſubſcribe to the 
Truth of the 'Text, Fi 1 the Love of God, 
this the moſt natural Expreſſion and 72ſepr- 
rable Eftect of it, That we keep his Command- 


ents. 
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| And his Commandments are not 
grievous. 


W Proceed now to the next Part of the 
J Text, viz. the Motive by which this 

obedient Love of God is enforced ; and 

his Commandments are not grievous : 
x eg Bagfin, they are not heavy, Or burthen- 
ſome; they have no ſuch Weight or Difh- 
culty in them, as ought in reaſon ro diſcou- 


rage us from keeping them. For in theſe 


Words the Apoſtle ſeems to anticipate an Ob- 
jection ; alas it this be the Love of God to 
- keep his Commandments, what Man is 
abletolove him? for if his Commandments 
are not abſolutely :mpoſſible, yet are they 
at leaſt ſo extremely drffica/r, that ſcarce any 
Man can have the Courage to undertake 
the Performance of them. This, ſaith our 
Apoſtle, is a mighty Miſtake, or a wretched 
Pretence for Mens Sloth and Idleneſs ; for 
verily and truly the Commands of God have 
20 ſuch Difficulty in them, bunt are in them- 
{elves very gentle and eaſie to be born. And 
with this Afertion our bleſſed Saviour doth 
moſt 
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moſt perfe&tly accord, Mar. xi. 30. My yoke 
is eaſie, and my burthen # light, And the 
Prophet David makes it not only eaſie, but 
delightful, Pal. xix.'8. The Statutes of the 
Lord are right, rejoycing the heart ; the Com- 
mandments of the Lord are pure, enlightaing 
the eyes. And then in the 10th Verſe he tells 
us, that they are more to be deſired than gold, 
yea than much fine gold ; and ſweeter than ho- 
ney; or the honey-comb, So far they are from 
being Toils and Burthens, that 1n Reality 
they are Pleaſures and Recreations. But | 
farther to demonſtrate this Truth to you, 
That God's Commands are not burthenſome 
and difficult, T ſhall do theſe two things. 

I. Shew you that they are fac:le and eaſie 
in themſelves. 

II. That Chr:i#t by what he hath done, 
hath rendred them much more facile 
than they are in themſelves. 

I. That the Commands of God are facile 
and eaſe 1n themſelves: And this will evi- 
dently appear if we conſider, 

I. That whatſoever they enjoyn hath 

ſome zatural Good appendent to it. 

'2, Thatevery Thing which they enjoyn 
is highly agreeable to our reaſonable Na- 
tures, 

3- That They are all perfedfive of our 

Natures, and conducive to our Happi- 
nels, E 3 4. That 
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4. That in themſelves they.are plat and 

ſample, and dire, and have no Intrica- 
cies or Labyrinths in them. 

5. That they are all ſo-1nſeparably con- 
need to ore another, that they mutu-+ 
ally promote and -help forwards each 
Offer. © | | | 

1. 'Fhat whatſoever they. enjoyn hath 

ſome zatura! Good inſeparably appendent to 
it, to ſweeten and endear it. - The great and 
wiſe Firſt-Mover hath fo ordered Things in 
the Courſe of Motion which he hath eſta- 
bliſhed, that ſuch and juch Aftions ſhould be 
ordinanily attended with ſechand ſuch Eftets 
and Conlequents; and this.is ane great Way 
by which he hath ſignified ro:the World his 
Diſlike or Approbation of hamane Attions 
by the Effects and Conſequents which he 
hath chained and annexed to: them. Tf in 
the Courſe of Things which he hath eſta- 
bliſhed, {#ch an Attion-be ordinarily attend- 
cd with a good Eftect, -he thereby ſignifies 
his Approbation of it,. and declares that it 
is his Will and Pleafure-that we ſhould do 
and perſevere in doing'it : But if the Con- 
EEE in the Courſe of Nature are 
ordiparily linked to ſuch an Attion are evi/ 
and hurtful, he thereby declares lus Diflike 


and Abhorrence of it; and rhart it is his Will 


and Pleafure that we ſhould carefully and 
co 
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conſtantly avoid it. For the great Author 
of our Beings hath ſo framed our Natures, 
and placed us mn ſuch Circumſtances and Re- 
lations, that there is nothing v7c:o but is 
alſo 7jarions to us ; nothing virtuous but is 
aavaxtagions ; and in this the Good and Evil 
of all hamane Virtaes and Vices do confitt ; 
and *tis purely for this Reaſon, why he for- 
bids the o#e and commands the other ; be- 
cauſe he is our Friend, and would not have 
us neglect any Thing that tends to our ood, 
nor do any Thing that 1s hartfal and inju- 
riows to us ; and becauſe he knows that 
while we are thus framed, and do continue 
a theſe Circumſtances and Relations, it is 
impoſſible but YVirtre ſhould be an Advan- 
tage, and /ice a Miſchief to our Natures. 
And indeed the greet SanQtion of the Law 
of Natere, 1s nothing, elſe but that natural 
Good and Evil which is ordinarily conſe- 
quent to the Aftions which it commands 
and forbids. For when God had no other. 
wiſe revealed himfelf to the World than 
only by the effab/;ſhed Courſe and Nature 
of 'Fhings, that was the only Bible where- 
by Mankind could be inftructed in his Will 
and Pleaſure; and there being no Threats or 
Promiſes antecedently annexed unto bad and 
good Actions, his Will and Pleaſure con- 
cerning our doing or avoiding them , was 

E 4 only 
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only viſible in thoſe good or bad Effefts and 
Conſequences, which in the Courſe of Na- 
ture he had made neceſſary to them. And 
indeed the Moral Good and Ew1/ of all AQti- 
ons, 15 finally to be reſolved into the »atural 
-Good and Evil that is appendent to them ; 
for therefore. our Actions are morally good, 
becauſe. they are naturally beneficial to us ; 
and therefore are they morally evil, becauſe 
they. are natarally prejudicial and hartfal ; 
_ thoſe that are neither of theſe, are 2z- 
different AQtions ; and ſtand in the middle 
between Good and Evil. And indeed this 
DiſtinQtion of Ations by their Effefts and 
Conſequents, is in moſt Particulars ſo plaiz 
and ſexſible, that all the World hath taken 
Notice of it : For whereas all good Actions 
have an apparent Tendency either to the 
Publick Good, wherein our own Private is 
involved, or to our own 4zimal and ſenſitive 
Good, our Quiet, and Health, and Reputa- 
tion, and Proſperity; or to the PerfeQtion of 
our rat:oal Natures, and the ſovereign Plea- 
{ure and Happineſs of our Minds ; all bad 
Actions tend direAly contrary, either to 
the Damage and Ruine of the Publick-Weal, 
or to the Hurt and Prejudice of our 4a7imal 
and ſexſitive Felicity ; to the d/eaſing of our 
- Bodies, the /fai2ing our Names, or the m- 
pover'ſhing our Fitates; or to the Ffacing 
an 
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and blemiſhing the Beauty of our rational 
Natures, and the Interruption and Diſtur- 
bance of all the Pleaſures and Fehlicities of 
our Minds. And this Diſftin&tion of good 
and evil Actions is ſo immutably fixed 1n 
the Nature of Things, that it can never be 
obliterated, until wholly alters the 
Courſe of his Creation, and impreſles quite 
contrary Laws of Motion on it.. For fo 
long as we continue what weare in the ſame 
Nature and Circumſtances, and Relations 
to God and one another, Righteouſneſs and 
Goadlineſs, Humility and univerſal Love mult 
neceſſarily be good far us ; and their Con- 
traries bad and deſtruttive to our Happineſs. 
Now this wiſe and excellent Conſtitution 
of Things doth very much tend to the faci. 
litating of Yirtue and Goodneſs to'us. For 
when Things are ſo conſtituted that it is be, 
come our Intereſt as well as our Duty to 
purſue Y;rtve and eſchew Yzce ; when that 
which diſtinguiſhes our Duty from our Sin, 
is the good that it doth us, and the apparezt 
Tendency it hath to our Happineſs ; this, 
if we love our ſelves, muſt needs very much 
endear and recommend it to us: For now 
we ſerve our ſelves in ſerving our Maker, 
the ſubſtance of all whoſe Injunttions is nq 
more than. this, that we {ſhould purſue ovr 
own Happineſs by doing all thole Things 
þ which 
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which are neceſſary thereunto. TI confeſs 
had he made thoſe Attions which are our 
Sins to be our Duty, we had then fome 
Reafon to complain ; for then we ſhould 
have been bound 1n pare Obedience to God 
to dammify our felves; and like the wretched 
Priefts of Baad, to:cut and flaſh owr own Bo- 
dies and Souls meerly to humourand gratify 
the Drvizity whom we adore; then 1n 0- 
beying him wemuſt haveaCted vxr own Trae 
gedy, and made our ſelves m:j/erab/e in pare 
Loyalty to our Maker. For there is ſuch 
an z»/eparable Bane clings to. all vic;vwe Acti- 
ons. as neceflarily renders them aeſftruttrue 
and exons; and we may as foon clip off 
the Sun-beams with a Pair of Sciflers, as {c- 
parate Vice from. its miſchievous Conſe» 


quences. But-now: when the Sum of all | 


that God requires. of us is to be govd to our 
telves, and Friends to our own Happineſs ; 
ro do what is bereficial, and avoid what 15 
hurtful to us; when every Command of 
his is an Inſtance of his Love: to us, and 
exats nothing of us but what we would 
have done of our own Accord, had we but 
known what is good for us as well as he ; 
and loved our ſelves as well as he loves us : 
In a word, when at the End of every good 
Action there ſtands ſome zatural Good beck- 
ping and inviting us to it; and at the _ 
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of every bad One ſome natural Ewil to warn 
and affright us from coming at it ; ſo thar 
we cannot run from any Duty into any Sin, 
without leaving a Benefit for a Miſchiet, and 
leaping out of ſome Degree of Happineſs 
ito ſome Degree of Miſery : When things 
I fay are-thus, as it is apparent they are, 
with what Conſcience can we complain thar 
our Duty is barthenſorme and uneaſie ? This 
therefore is one great Reaſon why God's 
Commandscannot be grievors, becauſe they 
require nothing but what is bexeficial, and 
forbid nothing but what is hurtful and inju- 
ri0us tous. And fureno Mancan have Rea- 
{on to complain, that is forbid Poyſon, and 
commanded to eatnothing but what is who/- 
[ome and nouriſhing. gk 

2ly. Another "Thing thar facilitates the 
Commands of God is this, That they are 
highly agreeable to our reaſonable Natures. 
And hence the Apoſtle calls the whole of 
our Relig ion'a reaſonable Service, Rom.xii.1. 
And for the 'Truth of this I dare y_ to 
any conſidering Man in the World, whe- 
ther thoſe Virtues which God hath enjoyned 
be not in their own Nature far more resfoz- 
able than any of the Contrary Vices ; whe- 
ther (ſuppoſing there be a God that made 
and governs the World ; and from whom 
we derive our Beings, and all the Bleſſings 
we 
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we enjoy or expett) it be not much more 
reaſonable 1n the Nature of the Thing, that 
we ſhould _ and revere, and /ove and 
honour, and obey frag than that we ſhould 
zeglect and deſpiſe, blaſpheme and rebel againſt 
him”; or whether wecan behave aur ſelves 
ſounworthily to One that hath deſerved fo 
well at our hands, without doing the great- 
eff Violence to our own Reaſon; whether 


fince we are all of us reaſozable Beings, and. 


our Reaſon is the 0ble#t Ingredient of our 
Natures, it doth not much better become 
- us to ſubje&t our blizd Paſſions and Appe- 
tites, to thoſe eterzal Rules of Temperance 
which Right Reaſon preſcribes, than to let 
looſe the Reins to them, and ſuffer them to 
run headlong into all Exceſſes and Riots ; 
whether ſince we are incorporated into the 
great Society of Mankind , it be not much 
more coxducive to the Good of the Whole to 
behave our ſelves j«/tly and hozeſtly, chari- 
ztably and obliging one towards another, than 
to defraud and oppreſs, malign and perſecute 
one apother, I dare appeal to any Man that 
hath ever thought twice of theſe Matters, 
whether in point of Reaſonableneſs, the Ad- 
vantage 1s not wholly qn the ſide of Virtue; 
yea, and whether the oppoſite Vices compa- 
red with theſe Virtues, ſeem not as extrava- 
gant as the wildeft Freaks of a Mad-maz, 
OFT EAI TED 1.2 . COnls 
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compared with the wiſe Managements of a 
Miniſter of State, But I need not appeal to 


particular Men in this Matter, ſince all the 


reaſonable World is agreed in the point, and 
the Men of all Ages and Nations, and Re- 
ligions, how much ſoever in other points 
they have diſſented from oze another, yet in 
this have ſtill been #7azimons, That Virtue 
is the wiſe and moſt reaſoable Thing in the 
World, and Vice the moſt abſurd and 7ra- 
tional ; and this not only in the gexeral, but 
in all thoſe particalar Inſtances of Virtue and 
Vice which Chriſtianity commands and tor- 
bids. For excepting the two Sacramerts, 
and believing in Jeſs Chri#, and the Ob- 
ſervation of the Lord's Day, which are the 
znſtituted Means of our Religion, there. is 
nothing made Matter of Duty to us, but 
what all the wiſe World had long before 

pronounced moſt highly fir and reaſonable. 
This therefore mult needs render the 
Commands of God very eaſe to us, that they 
do ſo perfe&tly agree with our reaſonable Na- 
tures, and _— nothing of us either to be 
done or avoided, but what the Reaſon of 
every wiſe Man would have obliged him to, 
whether God had commanded it or no. So 
that now to facilitate our Duty, we have 
the full Concurrence of our Reaſon, which 
upon de and impartial Conſideration can- 
not 
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not but approve and recommend it to us 


as the molt reaſonable Thing in the World ; 
and if it be fo, how 1s it poſſible that it 
ſhould be in its ow Nature grievors ? Is it 
ſo hard a Matter for Men to act like Men, 
and not to live their own Reverſe and A4-- 
tipodes ? Ts it ſuch a mighty Burthen to com- 
ply with the moſt gexuzze Inclinations of our 
Nature, and to ſwim with the fl Tide 
and Current of our Reaſon, inobeying thoſe 
Commands which are fo far from offering 
any Violence to our Faculties, that they 
have their fa/{ Conſent and Approbation ? 
Let Men fay and teach what they pleaſe, 
*ris as apparent as the Sun, that the Difficul- 
ties of Religion commence not fo much upon 
the Stock of Nature, as of Education and 
evil Habits and Cuſtoms ; for in all other 
Inſtances, that which is »at#rat is always fa- 
cile and eaſie ; and if Reaſon be the Nature 
of a Man, Religion mutt be exther zataral or 
unreaſonable. So that Religion diſagrees with 
us upon no other Account, but only becauſe 
we diſagree with our felves ; and it juſt fo 
far crofles us, as we do the Current of owr 
own rational Natures. We have ſophiſticated 
our Natures with the Intermixtures of ſex- 


Jaat and devilifh Habits, and they are theſe 


that the Commands of God do agrieve; and 
ſo'tis not the Man that is fo burthened with 
Re- 
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Religion, but*tis either the Bea, or the De- 

vil that is in him. | 
3/9. Another Thing that facilitates God's 
Commands is this, 'Fhat they are mightily 
furthered and promoted by all the zateral In- 
{tins and Paſſions of huwax Nature. There 
are certain Propenſions in human Nature an- 
tecedent to all Reaſon and Diſcourſe, that 
ſeem tobe unplanted in us by the wiſe Au- 
thor of our Beings, for no other End but on- 
ly to miniſter to YVirrae and Religion ; ſuch 
in particular are Se\-Love, the Love of Truth, 
and of Pleaſure, Commiſeration and Gratitude, 
and Afﬀectation of Praiſe ; all which do dif- 
cover themfetves in us in. our early Infancy, 
before we are capable of diſcourfing our 
ſelves into them. For even in youxp Infants 
you may obſerve a great Inclination to de- 
tend themfelves,and to repel Injuries, which 
proceeds from the Principle of Se/f-love that 
1s 1n them ; a vehement Defire of what ſeems 
good to them, and a great Diſpleaſure when 
they perceive themſelves deceived; the /a- 
ter of which mult proceed from their Love 
of Truth, as the foxmer from their Love of 
Goodneſs, Again, when they fee a --//c- 
rable Object, or one whom they think fo, 
they preſently bemoan it, and expreſs by 
their AQtions a very earxeit Delire to de- 
tend and relieve it ; which proceeds _ 
| that 
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that »azura/ Commileration that 1s in them. 
Again, as ſoon as they are able to diſtin- 
guih Faces and Perſons, we ſee they ex- 
preſs the yrearet Love and Fondneſs to 
thoſe that tend and feed them, and do them 
moſt good ; which is a plain Expreſſion of 
their 2atural Gratitude. And as ſoon as 
they underſtand the Meaning of Words or 
Actions,they ſhew themſelves lughly pleaſed 
when they are commended and applauded,and 
much grieved and aſhamed when they are 
aerided and expoſed ; which plainly diſco- 
vers their »atural AﬀeCctation of Praile. 
Theſe and ſuch lke Inſftints and Propen- 
ſionstheteare found in human Nature, which 
being well managed and improved by our 
Reaſon, prove excellent Inſtruments of Yir- 
tue and Religion ; and do very much fac:l:- 
zate and further our PraQtice of them. For 
this our zataral Self-love being guided by 
our Reaſon, doth ſtrongly incline us to ſerve 
and obey God, who being the moſt power- 
ful Agent in the World, can do us the great- 
eit Good if we pleaſe him, and the greare# 
Hurt if we affront and provoke lum ; fo 
that as we love oar ſelves, it concerns us to 
uſe all __ Ways to endear and recon- 
cile our felves to him. Thus our natural 
Deſire of Good, if conduQted by our Reaſon, 
w1ll incline us to do the beſt Actions, _ 
rom 
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from theſe the greate#t Good will neceſſarily - 
redound to us ; and our Love of Truth by 
200d Management may be eaſily improved 
into Honeſty and Sincerity, and an a#zver- 
ſal Abhorrence of Vice upon the Account of 
thoſe zororious Cheats and Impoitures that 
are in it. | Thus alſo by the Bias of our za- 
tural Commitſeration, we are ſtrongly incli- 
ned to Charity and Bexeficence, and aniver- 
ſal Love; and by its own znnate Gratitude 
our Nature is propenſe to the Love of God, 
who is our Sovereign Benefactor ; to honour 
and obey our Parents, and doall the Acts and 
Offices of a zoble and generous Friendſhip, 
And to name no more, thus by our zatural 
Aﬀetation of Praiſe we are ſtrongly incli- 
ned to do praiſe-worthy Things, and conſe- 
quently to exerciſe our {elves in all thoſe am/- 
avle Virtues, which by common Conſent are 
lookt upon as the Graces and Ornaments of 
human Nature. 'Thus by all thoſe InfſtinQs 
that God hath implanted in our Natures, 
we are inclined 'to Virtue, and Obedience 
to his Will: And for this Reaſon chiefly 
hath he implanted them in us, becauſe they 
are excellent Inſtruments of Religion, having 
in them ſuch a »atural Aptitude and Prone- 
neſs to facilitate our Duty by inclining us to 
it, and to farther us in Holineſs and Virtue, 
I confeſs, there are none of theſe — 
a " - _— 
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but may be improved into Vices; nor is 
there any Thing fo good, but what may be 
perverted to very bad Purpoſes : And if 
Men will abuſe themſelves, and willfully 
deboach the Inſtinats of their Nature, there 
is no Remedy for their Folly; and they 
muſt thank themſelves when they feel the 
diſmal Efte&s of it. But this I think 1s plain, 
that there are no Propenſions in human Na- 
ture, but what are much more improvable 
into Virtue than into Vice; and if Men 
would but ufe themſelves well, and as it 
becomes reaſonable Creatures to do, the 
would doubtleſs find themſelves very muc 
farthered mn their Duty by the zatwral In- 
ſtints which God hath implanted within 
them. And this is a wizhty Advantage on 
Virtues fide, that it is thus aided and affiſt- 
ed with all the Inftindts of our Natures ; 
which lke obediext Handmaids, are moſt 
readily inclined to execute its Commands, 
and miniſter to its Pleafure and Intereſt, 
How thea is it poſſible that Relzgzon in it 
{elf ſhould be bar:hexſome and grievors to us, 
when the Propenſions of our Nature do fo 
fairly comply with it, and it is helped for- 
wards and promoted by all their anited 
Force and Influence ? ?Tis difficult indeed 
for a Man to go againſt the Grain ; but to 
act according to Nature, to follow our own: 

| Pro- 
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Propenfions, and todo what weare inclined 
to by »ataral InſtinQ, is doubtleſs the eaſieit 
Thing in the World. 

4ty. Another Thing that makes thoſe 
Virtues which Go4 Commands to be eaſe 
is this, that they are all ſo mſeparably con- 
need to one arother, that they mutually 
promote and help forward each other; For 
all the Virtues are fo mutually concatenated, 
that the ſtirring of any oe Link moves the 
whole Chain. Thus for Inſtance, the zrae 
Knowledge of God naturally mnflames the 
Soul with the Love of him ; and then the 
Love of him infenſibly transforms her into 
the Image of his beloved Goodneſs ; for he 
that loves God muſt needs be inamoured 
with that d:vize Goodneſs which is the Root 
of his Love: And while he is raviſhed with 
the Sweetneſs of his Good Will, the Unde- 
ſervedneſs of his Grace, and the Clemency 
of his Pardon, an heaverly Spirit ſteals into 
his Soul, and he loves, and becomes like 
God fo both at once, that like a Wedg of 
Steel, he is transformed into the Likeneſs of 
the Fire that heats him ; and is all z»flamed 
and izlightened at the fame Moment. And 
as he burns with Love, fo he reſembles the 
Goodneſs that fet him on Fire, and becomes 
pare as that is pare, and holy as that is holy, 
and ja# and mercifal as that heavenly Origi- 
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nal is which he copies and tranſcribes. Thus 
whereſoever the Love of God is, it hath all 
the god-like Virtues attending it ; and that 
being the firit Link in the heavenly Chain, 
whenſoever it moves, it communicates Mo- 
tion to all the reſt. For he that heartily loves 
Goa, will love thoſe whom God loves; and 
ſo the Love of God will draw Brotherly- 
Charity after it ; and he who loves thoſe 
whom God loves, will be ja# and righteous 
in his Dealings and Deportment towards 
them ; and ſo Brotherly-charity will draw 
Righteouſneſs after it : And he that demeans 
himſelfjuſtly and righteoufly towards others, 
will neither undervalue them,nor overyalue 


himſelt; and ſo Righteouſneſs will draw Hu 


mility after it : And he that doth not over- 
value him{elf, 1s fairly diſpoſed to be ſober 
in all his Paſſions ; and fo Humility draws 
Temperance and Sobriety, and Meekneſs after 
it. Thus oze Virtue ſmoothens the Way to 
another, and makes it not only poſſible but 
eaſte; for there 1s ſuch a ear Neighbour- 


hood between theſe heavenly Siſters, that 


when we are arrived at one, we pals inſen- 
ſibly to the next ; and fo on by Degrees, till 
we are gone round with them all. For 
though there be not an mediate Depen- 


dence of every Virtue upon every oe Vir- \, 


tue, ſoas to make 1t neceſſary tor a Man to 
have 
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have all Virtues in every Moment that he 
hath one ; for a Man may be charitable, and 
yet not preſently humble; as he may be ju, 
and yet not immediately temperate : Yet 
there is ſ0.zear a Dependence between them, 
that oe always diſpoſes the Mind for 7- 
other; this Virtue always makes way tor its 
next Neighbour, and zhat for its next, and 
ſo on all around the whole Circle of V irtues. 
Thus Humilitynaturally diſpoſes the Mind to 
Meekneſs, Meekneſs to Charity, Charity to Ju- 
ſtice,Fuſtice to Devotion,(which is giving God 
his Due) and Devotion to Heavenly-minded- 
neſs and Contempt of the World ; and fo all 
alors there is a gertle and eaſe Tranſition 
from ore to t' other. Now this mult needs 
mightily facilitate the Virtues of Religion, 
that they are ſo nearly confederated to each 
other, and ſo do naturally contribute to each 
others Aſſiſtance. For whereas if it were 
not for this/there would {till be the /a-? Dif- 
ficulty in practiſing the ſecozd Virtue as 
there is in praiſing the fir, andin praQti- 
ſing the 7h:7d as there is in practiſing the /e- 
cond, and fo every ſingle Virtue would be 
equally difficult ; now the main Difficulty 
lies in the firi# we begin with, for by pra- 
Ctifing of that we ſhall be ſo well diſpoſed 
for the ext, that afterwards we ſhall go 
on with much more Eafe and Pleaſure ; tor 
F 3 ihe 


70 The Second Diſcourſe ; 


the fir54 Virtue being ſet a going, like the 
Firſt-moving Heaven, will communicate its 
Motion from Orb to Orb, from oze Virtue to 
another, till the whole: Sphere whirls round 
in an harmonious Order. Thus all the Vir- 
tues you ſee do naturally lighten and eaſe 
one azother, and every oxe contributes ſome- 
thing to make every oe more eſte; 1o that 
had we but the O—_ to begin to prattiſe 
them, we ſhould find they would every 
day grow more eaffe and eaſe to us, and 
that not only becauſe we ſhould be more 
and more Habituated to them , but be- 
cauſe they being mutually allyed to one 4z- 
other, the ſtronger = grow the more vi- 
gorouſly they muſt farther and promote 
each other. 
5ly. And laſtly, Another Thing that makes 
the Virtues that God hath commanded us 
eaſie is this, thatin themſelves they are plair 
and ſimple and arrect, and have no Intricacies 
or Labyrinths 1n them. As tor Sin and 
Wickednels it is an nextricable Labyrinth, 
in which the further a Man goes the more 
he will perplex and loſe himſelf; it 1sa bourad- 
leſs Wilderneſs whoſe Paths do all thwart 
and croſs oze another. For all Vices conſiſt 
in Extremes, and are cither the Exceſſes or 
Defedts of Virtue ; fo that there are two Vis 
ces to oxe Virtue, and both are Extremes 
thwart- 
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thwarting and running counter tO oe 470- 
ther, Now amidſt this great Diverſity and 
Contrariety of V'ices the Sinner muſt needs 
be extremely amazed and diſtracted ; for 
his Luſts are ſo z2fizite that he can fee no 
Endof them, they do ſo croſs and interfere 
with each other that while he humours oze 
he diſpleaſes aother. For in gratifying his 
Sordidneſs he affrontshis Pride, and in feed- 
ing his Covetouſneſs {taryes his Sexſuality ; fo 
that his wretched Soul wanders among 7- 
finite Croſs-ways, and is miſerably diftra- 
Qed by its own contrary Deſires, which, 
like Ateons Hounds, are continually wor- 
rying and tearing her in pieces. But all 
the Paths of Virtue lie ſtrait forwards be- 
tween the vicous Extremes, and hke Pa- 
rallel Lines do never interfere with oe ano- 
ther ; they never raiſe any contrary Deſires, 
nor diſtract our Minds with izconſiſtent Paſ- 
ſions; but all ther Motions are regular and 
uniform, conſpiring with and promoting 
one another. For the Truth of it is, Virtue 
is all but one zztire Thing, much like the 
Center of a Circle, which though many 
Lines are drawn from it round about, and 
it is look'd upon ſometimesas the Term of 
this Line, and ſometimes of that, yet it is 07e 
Term to themall,and is in tt felt undivided : 
Sols V irtue but ane m—_ PerfeQtion,though 
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it ſeem to be diverſified in regard of the ma- 
ny Aﬀections that it moderates, and- the 
ſeveral Actions whichit doth produce ; And 
though its Precepts and Actions are mary, 
yetthey areall ordinated to oze End, and in 
that they are united as well as in the Prin- 
ciple from whence they proceed. And up- 
on this Account there can be none of thoſe 
perplexing Intricacies in the Paths of Virtue 
as areordinarily found in the Ways of Sin, 
becauſethey areall of them dire& and ſffrarr, 
leading from oze Principle to oze and the 
ſame End ; And the Principle and End of 
our Motion being oze, *tis impoſſible bur 
our Deſigns, Delires and Purſuits ſhould 
be ſimple and aniform ; and conſequently 
the whole Force of our Souls being, bent 
one Way, we muſt needs proceed with more 
| Alacrity and Eaſe than we can poſſibly do 
when *tis divided and diſperſed among ſo 
great a Multiplicity of Ends and Obje&s as 
Vice propoſes to us. So that here is one 
great Advantage that Virtue hath above 
Vice in reſpect of Eaſineſs, that whereas 
almoſt in every bad AQtion a Man hath a 
aifferent End, now to ſatisfy this Luſt, and 
anon the coxtrary; 1n every virtuous one his 
End 1s always the ſame ; and whereas the 
former a&ts variouſly and inconfiſtently, and 
tis Deſires frequently claſh and run a tilt at 
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one another ; the later always moves dire&t- 
ly and uniformly, by oe and the ſame 
Rule towards oe and the ſame End. And 
whereas many Vices are in themſelves full 
of Intanglements, Virtue is always plain 
and oper, and free. As for Inſtance, how 
do we perplex and intangle our ſelves by 
Lyiag and Kpavery, conſuming the Pleaſure 
of our Lives within a wizding Maze of /:ttle 
Tricks and 7ztricate Contrivances ? And 
what ſhameful Retreats and falſe Colours, 
what Faczss and Daubings are we feign to 
uſe to avoid ContradiCtion and Diſcovery? 
Whereas were we but hoxeſt and ſincere in 
our Profeſſionsand Actions,our Way would 
be oper and eaſie, and uniform ; wherein we 
might purſue all or Ends by the d:redte/t 
Means, and need never wander about in the 
Labyrinths of a »yſteriozs Subtilty ; where 
we may walk without bluſhing in the Sight 
of the Sun, and in the View of the World, 
and have no Occaſion to skulk into Coverts 
and Retirements, And the ſame may be 
{aid of Ambition, and Covetonſneſs, and Pride, 
and wazdering Luſt, Vices that are uſually 
full of great Tntreagues and Myſteries ; 
whereas the Cortrary Virtues are all plaz; 
and fmple , and have nothing of Difficul- 
ty or Intricacy in them. This therefore 
1s a great Advantage that Virtue hath in 
| Reſpect 
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Reſpect of Eaſe , that it is plain and wei- 
form , and ſimple and dire, And fo I 
have done with the firſ# Thing propoſed, 
which was to ſhew you that God's Com- 
mands in themſelves are facile and eafie, TI 
now proceed 

2, To the ſecond Thing , which is to 
prove that our bleſſed Saviour by what he 
hath done, hath render'd them much more 
eaſie than they are in themſelves. Now there 
are theſe Four Things which our Saviour 
hath contributed to the facil:tating the Com- 
mands of God. 

1, The Afiſtance of his Holy Spirit. 

2. The Influence of his own Example. 

3. The merciful —_—_— and Condeſ- 
cenſion of his Goſpe/ to the Weakneſs 
and Infirmity of our Natures. 

4ly. The glorious Rewards he hath pro- 
miſed us upon our ſincere Obedience. 

1, To the rendring of God's Commands 
eaſie, he hath contributed the Afiſtance of 
his Holy Spirit, For he hath promiſed to 
give his Holy Spirit unto every onethatasks; 
and therefore though our Nature of it ſelf 
be extremely weak, and not able of it ſelf to 
ſtand under the eaſie Burthen of its Duty, 
if we will but ſtruggle and do what we are 
able, he is engaged by promiſe not to ſuffer 
ns to fink, For if by doing what we can, 
it 
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it is in our Power to engage him to enable 
us to do what we cannot, it 1s certainly in 
our Power todo all; for though in our owr 
Strength we cannot do all, yet if we pleaſe, 
it may be inour Power to do more than all 
through him that will ſtrengthen us, if we 
will but do what we can. 

_ 2h. Tothe rendring of God's Commands 
eaſie,he hath alſo contributed the Influence of 
his own moſt holy Example. For by his own 
moſt perfec# Obedience to the Commands 
of his Father, he hath not only ſet us a Co- 
py to write after, but he hath alſo given us 
molt coxvincivg Evidence that our Obedi- 
ence 1s both poſſible and honourable, That 
it 1s poſſible we ſee by what he hath done, 
and 1t 1s certain that what hath been done 
may be done; that it is honourable we ſee by 
his doing of it; for certainly ſo great a Per- 
ſon as the S922 of God, would never have 
ſtooped to an rrglorious Obedience. So that 
the Example of our Saviour not only encou- 
rages our Obedience, but crowns and digni- 
fies it ; and renders it a fi# Obje&t both of 
our Endeavour and Ambition: For by do- 
ing himſelf what he requires of us, he hath 
9/4 demonſtrated not only that it may 

done, but alſo that it h;ghly becomes us 
todoit, Thus theg/orions Example of our 
Saviour Whullt it direQs our Obedience, doth 
at 
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at the ſame Time excite and encourage it. 
For he converſed among Men: with a »2o- 
deft Virtue, ſuch as was ſuitable to an ord:- 
ary Courſe of life. His Pzety was even, 
conſtant, and unblamable ; complying with 
crvil Society, and a ſecular Converſation. It 
broke not forth into high Tranſports and 
Seraphic Expreſſions ; but was ſuch as was 
both jit and eaſie for Mortals to imitate. His 
Virtue conſifted not in prodzgrons Faitings, 
or high Abitrattions from Senſe, but in a 
hfe of Juſtice and Temperance, Humility and 
Charity, and Patience ; that is, in ſuch a 
Life as was not only proper, but poſſible 
for us to lead. And by this Means he hath 
tranſmitted to us the more of an 7mtable 
Virtue; for he did not out-run the Capact- 
ties of Men in prodigious Expreſſions of San- 
Qtity and Virtue; but complied with our 
Weaknels, and kept pace with our Strength, 
that ſo he might entertain us all along with 
the Comforts of his Company, and the In- 
fluences of a perpetual Guide, And as that 
Rule of Faith which he hath propounded 
to us 15 fitted to our Underſtandings, be- 
ing very ſhort, eaſie and intelligible ; ſo the 
Copy of Manners which he hath ſet before 
us 15 not only fitted with Excellencies wor- 
thy, but alſo with Complyances poffible to 
be imitated. And therefore how efficaci- 
ouſly 
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ouſly muſt ſuch a glorious Example contri- 
bute to the facilitating the Commands of 
God to us, ſince 1t doth not only point us 
to our Duty, but alſo excite us to perform 
it ; and that both by its Condeſcenſion to 
our Strength and Capacity ; and by the 
plain Demonſtration it gives, that our Duty 
1s both poſſeble and honour able ? 
zaly. To the rendring of God's Com- 
mands eaſe tous, our Savor hath alſo con- 
tributed the merciful Indulgence and Con- 
deſcention of his Goſpe/ to the Weaknelis 
and Imperfettion of our Natures : For mn 
his Goſpel he hath mercifully conſidered our 
State, that we are but jra:/ imperfect Crea- 
tyres, that are very prone to att inconfider- 
ately, and to be ever and anon ſurpriſed in 
Yui great Hurry of Temptations; and there- 
ore in his holy Goſpel he hath made Proviſi- 
on for us accordingly, that is, he hath pro- 
portioned our Burthen to our Strength, and 
taken the Meaſure of our Duty by our Ca- 
pacities. For all that he hath required of us 
as the Condition of our eternal Salvation 1s 
only this,that we ſhould honeſtly endeavour 
to under{tand what he commands and for- 
bids us, and that we ſhould not live in the 
wilful Neglect of any kown Duty, or in the 
w:iful Commiſſion of any known Sin; and if 
we do this he hathengaged himſelf ro make 
{uch 
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ſuch a »erciful Abatement for our Infirmi- 
ties and Inadvertencies, and Follies and Sur- 
priſes, that they ſhall never riſe in Judg- 
ment againt us {o as to exclude us from erey- 
zal Happineſs. So that now there can be 
nothing our Duty that is zaturally impoſſi- 
ble, nothing zeceſſary to our eternal Happi- 
neſs that is morally impoſſible ; that is, that 
cannot reaſonably be expeQted from us, con- 
fidering our State and Circumſtances; and 
what is neither of theſe cannot be ſuppoſed 
to be very grievous and burthenſome. For 
unleſs we account it hard that we are nor 
teft at Liberty to be obftinate Rebels to our 
God and Saviour, and with an audacions 
Forehead to reje&t what they command ,and 
purſue what they forbid, it is'certain there 
can be no ſuch Thing as a Burthen or Griev- 
ance 1n all our Religion. 

athly, And haftly,, To the rendring of 
God's Commands eafie to us our Saviour 
hath contributed the Promiſe of a glorioms 
Reward upon Condition of our ſizcere Obe- 
dience: And this is ſuch a vaff Contributi- 
on to the Eaſe of our Duty, as is ſafficient 
to turn it all into F«b:lee and Recreation, 
For when I ſeriouſly conſider that after I 
have ſpent a few Moments here in the »oble 
Exerciſes of a ſincere Piety and Virtue, I 
{hall be tranf{hted into a Region of _ 

ta 
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al Pleaſures, where, in the Society of my 
God and Savioar, of Angels and of bleſſed 
Spirits, Tſhall ſpend an Eternity in one cor- 
tinued uninterrupted At of rapturous Love 
and Joy and Pleafure ; where, 1n a perfect 
Freedom from all the Arrogancies of Fleſh 
and Blood, and from all the Vexations of an 
ill-natured World, I ſhall hve as happily for 
ever as all the Joys of an everlaſting Heaven 
can make me; in a word, where I ſhall 
have nothing elſe to. do, but to converſe 
with the molt happy Lovers, and to bear a 
part in that raviſþi»g Conſort of Praiſes and 
Halelwjahs, wherewith they laud and cele- 
brate the Fountain of all their Happineſs : 
F fay when I confider theſe Things, me- 
thinks F am enabled by thoſe g/orious Hopes 
and Expetations to ſcorn and deſpiſe all 
Difficulties, and, if need require, even to 
embrace the Flames of Martyrdom : But 
as for thoſe gentle Toils of watching and pray- 
ing, of keeping a conflant Guard upon my 
ſelf and contending againſt the Stream of 
my own 4epraved Inclinations ; Lord! how 
znconfiderable they appear to me ; And how 
heartily do I pity thoſe miſerable creit-fallex 
Souls that tamely fuffer themſelves to be 
frighted out of Heaven by ſuch harmleſs 
Scare-crows, Thus while I ſtand on the 
Tiproes of my Hope, and fee Heaven at my 
Jour- 
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Journeys End, I over-look all Rubs and 
Hardſhips in my Way, and paſs on trium- 
phantly without minding them. And 1n- 
deed when the Reward of our Obedience is 
ſo great, ſo infinitely tranſcending the De- 
ſert of it, Tam aſtoniſhed to think that ever 
any reaſonable Being ſhould be ſo ſhameleſs 
and mmodest, as to take any Notice of thoſe 
zrifling Nithiculties that are in it : For with 
what Conſcience can we account any Thing 
hard, the Reward whereof is a Crown of 
i#zzmortal Glory ? How can our Voyage be 
troubleſome, when our Port 1s the Indzes of 
Pleaſure ? No, no; the Work can never be 
hard that hath Heavez for its Wages, the 
very Profpect whereof is enough to recon- 
ctle us to all the Dithculties in the Way to it, 
ang to carry us through them not only with 
Eaſe but with Triumph. For he that hath 
Heaven tor his Haven muſt be infinitely 
peeviſh if he quarrels at a rough Sea, and 
doth nor. 5:e/s the Storms and Winds that 
aredriving him thither. 

And thus I have proved to you at large 
that the Commands of Godare not grievoxs, 
and that both becauſe they are eaſe in their 
own Nature, and are made much more eaſe 
by our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, 

But atter all that hath been ſaid, I do 
foreſee a material Objection that will be 
made 
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made againſt this Diſcourſe, and that is this; 
That it contradidtsthe univerſal Experience 
of Mankind. For do not the Generality of 
thoſe Men: that have attempted a re/1970:5 
Life find by Experience a great deal of dith- 
culty-? Are they not forced to /r/ve and 
wraſtle with themſelves, and to do the great- 
et Violence to their owz Inclinations ? Are 
they not forced to keep themſelves under a 
ſevere Diſcipline,” to pray earneltly, and 

watch diligently to prevent the Surpriſes 
and Incurſions of thoſe Temptations that 

continually way-lay them whereſoever they 

are,and ns hsAx A they are about ? And do 

they not many times find the diinficulties fo 
great, as that they are quite beaten off and 

utterly diſheartned by them ? 

All this I confeſs 1s very true, and may 
very well be ſo without any Prejudice to 
the A—_ in hand; for we have not 
been d:i{courſing of what Rel:gi0z may acci- 
dentally be, but of what itreally is 10 it ſelf. 
The Light in it ſelf is pleaſazt to the Eye, 
but yet it may accidentally. be 2rievors if 
theEyebe ſore or weak, and not able to en- 
dure 1ts Splendor. And ſo Reli2ion, though 
in its ſelf extremely eaſe, yet it may and of- 
ten doth become accidentally 4:#icalt to us, 
by Reaſon of thoſe: ſrful! Prejudices/'agamit 
it which we do'too often contra&-3n the 
G p 
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Courſe of a ſinful Life But ?tis an wreaſor- 
able Thing for Men to meaſure the Eaſineſs 
of God's Laws not by their own #»trinſitk 
Nature, but by the Reluctancy. and Opp0- 
ſition which they find in their ow Hearts a- 
gainſt them, For to a Man in a Fever e- 
very Thing is b:#ter, but yet the Bitterneſs 
is not in the Honey he taſts, but in the Gall 
that overflows his own Palate. And foto a 
vicious Man every Virtue 1sa Burthen, but 
the Burthenſomneſs is not fo much in -the 
Virtue as in his owz Repugnancy to bear it, 
ForT have already proved at large that Re- 
ligion 1s every way agreeable to humane Na- 
ture, and therefore there can be no other 
Reaſon why it ſhould notagree with us, un- 
leſs it be that we dilagree with our ſelves, 
We ſpoil our own Naturesand do degenerate 
from the hamane Nature into the brutal or 
diabolical;, and what wonder 1s it that the 
Religion of a Man ſhould be a Burthen to 
the Nature ofa Beaſt or a Devi/? But if we 
would take but a /:ttle Pains to retrieve our 
{elves and weed out thoſe annatural Habits 
with which our Nature i oyer-grown, We 
ſhould find that our ' Religion and That 
would yery well accord, and then that 
which is our Burthen would become our 
Recreation. I confeſs before this can be ac- 


compliſhed, we muſt -take'agreat deal of 
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Pains with our ſelves; we muſt watch and 
pray, and ſtrive and contend, and undergo the 
ſevere Dilcipline of a ſorrowfu! Repentance, 
if ever we mean to recover our Natures a- 
gain. But for God's fake conſider Sirs, 
there is now no Remedy for this, and you 
may thank your ſelves for it; for you muſt 
undergo great Diificulties, take which fide 
you pleafe. If you refolve to continue. as 
you are, you mult be moſt wrerched Slaves 
to your own Luſts ; you mult tamely ſub- 
mit to all their tyra-zical Commands, and 


run and go on every Errand they ſend you; 


and though they countermand each other, 
and oze ſends you this Way, and another the 
quite coztrary; though Sth pulls you back, 
and Ambition thruſts you forwards, and 
Covetonſneſs bids you fave, and Senſuality 
bids you ſpend; though Pride bids you 
ſttrut,and F/atrery bids you cringe, and there 
1s as great a Confuſion in their Wills and 
Commandsas there was in the Language of 
the Brick-layers of Babel ; ard though in tuch 
a Huddle of Inconfiftencies you are fre- 
quently at your Wits end, and know not 
what to do, yet you mult be contented tq 
endure the Hurry, and if youcannot do all 
at once, you muſt do what youcan; and 
when you have done fo, *tis a thouſand to 
one but there will be as many of your Luſts 
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diſſatisfied as ſatisfied : And in the mean 
time while you are thus hurried about in 
the Crowd of your ow#z ſinful Deſires, your 
wretched Conſcience: will ever and anon be 
alarming you with its z/{-bod;zg Horrors, 
and griping and twinging you with many 
an «xeaſie Reflection. Thus like miſerable 
Gally-Slaves you mult tug at the Oar, work 
againſt Wind and Tyde, and row through 
the Storms and Tempelts of your owz Con- 
{cience; and all this torun your ſelves upon 
a Rock, and invade your owz Damnation. 


So that conſidering all, I dare ſay the Toil 7 

of being wicked is much more inſupportable 

than that of a holy Life ; and whichis fad to 7 

confider, it hath no other Iſſue but eternal ©: 

Ruin; for the wages of Sin, faiththe Apoſtle, 
2 


7s death, Rom. vi. 23. And methinks it 
{hould be very uncomfortable for 'a Man to 
work ſo hard for nothing but Miſery, and 
even to earn his Damnation with the{weat 


. Of his Brows; eſpecially conſidering, that 


the Toil and Drudgery of a ſinful Lite hath 
no End. For though Cuſtom and Habit ren- 
dersall other Things eaſte, yet by accuſtom- 
ing our ſelves to do Evil, we add to our 
Toil and render thoſe cre! Taskmaſters, 
our Luſts, more traznical and impoſing ; for 
{till the more we gratify them, the more 
craying they will be, and the more impati- 

ent 
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ent of denyal, and ſo by working for them 
we ſhall but increaſe owr own Toil, and ſtill 
acquire new Degrees of Labour and Drudg- 
ery. But as for the ain Difficulty of Re- 
ligion, it chiefly lies in the Entry toit ; for 
there we muſt ſhake hands with all our dar- 
ling Lufts, and bid them adieu for ever ; 
and to perſuade our ſelves throughly to this 
is themain Pifficulty of all; for then, to be 
ſure, they will cling faſteſt about us, and 
uſe their #t-20# Oratory to ſtagger our Re- 
ſolution; and the o/4 Love we have born 
them, and the dear Remembrance of the 
Pleaſures which they have adminiſtred to 
us will make our Hearts relent and our 
Bowels yearn towards them. But if with 
all thoſe zghty Arguments wherewith our 
Religion and our Reaſon furniſhes us, and 
all thoſe divine Afſiſtances which we are en- 
couraged to ask, and if wedo, are aſſured 
to obtain, we can but conquer our Relucan- 
cies, and heartily perſuadeour ſelves to part 
with them ; this 1s the ſharpe#t Brunt 1n all 
our ſpiritual Wartare ; tor now it we do 
but keep the ground that we have gotten, 
and maintain our Reſolution againſt the 
Temptations that aflault it, our Luſts will 


* every day grow weaker and weaker, and that 


Pleaſureand Eaſe, that Tranquility of Mind 
and Peace of Conſcience which we ſhall feel 
G 3 ac= 
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accruing to us out of the Diſcharge of our 


Duty, will by Degrees ſo. indear and con- | 


naturalize it; to. us, that at laſt it will. be 
much harder for us to. fin than to obey. 
Wherefore let us ſtand:nolenger, like aked 
Boys, {ſhivering upon the Brinks of Religton, 
wyſhing that we werein, but afraid toven- 
ture ; but let us conſider ſer/oufly, reſolve 
ſincerely, and then leapin balaly; and though 
at firſt we may find it difficult to, ſwim. a- 
oajn{t the Stream, and ſtem the 'Tyde: of 
our own bag Inclinations.; yet if 'we can: but 
hold outcouragiouſly a while; we ſhall: feel 
the Current {lacken by Degreestill the Tyde 
of Nature turn, and.run the contrary Way ; 
and then we ſhall be carriedion with Eaſe 


and Delight, and fwim chearfully and:plea-. 


ſantly down with the Stream. For when. 
once we: have conquered the had: Inclina- 
tions of our Nature, Relijg/0z:will be a migh- 
ty Eaſe and Refreſhment to us, and: we 
{hall feel a thouſand: times more Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction in it than ever we did.in alt 


our ſinful Enjoyments ; ſo that then we: 


. ſhall nd the Truth. of the Text, and: be 
able to pronounce from oarown Experience, 
that God's. Commandments are. not grievons.. 
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Thou att good, and thou doft good. 


Neceſlity:of our loving of God in order 
to our being trul Religrons, and ſhew- 
ed you atlarge that this is not only the 
gxeat Principle of' all Religion, but that 
alb others 1t 1s the moſt fraztfut and operative. 
Andinow that Emay lay this Foundation of 
trae Religion ny, E ſhall explain to you 
the:7xfinere Cauſe and Reaſon that we have 
to: love him ;. and becauſe Goodneſs is the 
ty of a reaſonable Nature, and Beauty 
is the Object of Love, I ſhall endeavour to 
demonſtrate to you the 7zfizir2 Goodneſs of 
God, that I may thereby affe& you with 
Ins Beauty; and if poſſible, inflame all your 
Souls with the Love of him. And that I 
tlie: more tully convince you of the 4:- 
vine Goodneſs; Þ {hall endeavour to prove 
it from foxr diſtintt Topicks: 1. From the 
Natute of God', 2ly. From the Creation of 
God.. 319, From: the Providence of God : 
And: 4/y. From the Revelations he hath made 
to'the: World; And theſe I intend ſhall be 
G 4 the 


| Have been «diſcourling concerning the 
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the Arguments of foxr diſtin&t Diſcourſes ; 
the three firſt of which le plainly 1n the 
Text, Thou art good, and thou: doſt good. 
Thou art good : That plainly denotes what 
God is in himſelf, that he is zatarally and eſ- 
ſentially good ; that he is of a 'moſt lowing, 
kind,and benevolent Nature, and hath a moſt 


vehement Propenſion to-do good to others 


founded in his :»-mutable Being. ' 'Thou daſt 
200d : that. denotes the: Exercre' and Outs 


Works of his Creation and Providence; and 
that this his zazural Propenſion to do.good 
is not at all feepy or «na&rve, that it 1s:not 
a lazy and reſttve Woulding or Volition; but 


that it always /a{lzes forth into Action, .and: 
doth moſt vigorouſly exerciſe it {elt ether, 
in making of Objects toimploy. it ſelf about, 


or 1n upholding and governingithem when 


they are made. So that the Words contain 


theſe two things: 18, bo. 
I, What God is in himſelf; Thou! art 
004, L wits -7ioines cablron 

2ly. What he is in thoſe Attionsthatare 
determined without himfelt; Thor doſt 
200d. I TILT 

x. I begin with the firſt of theſe, What 
God is in humfelt. Thoa-art good, 1.e. Thou 
art ſo eſſentially, and according to the ana/- 
terable Propenſion of thy Nature. And thus, 
| as 
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as I told you; I ſhall in the fir/# Place endea- 
vour- to; demonſtrate from/the. Nature of 
God, that. is, .from. that ztire Complexion 
of all poſſible PerfeQtions whereof his Nature . 
is compoſed: For.in Order to.our handling 
of this Argument; this .muſt. be premiſed, 
that God 15 a-Being endowed with all poſſz- 
ble PerfeFions; and conſequently thereunto 
that he is infinitely powerful and infinitely 
miſe ;-and:;conſequently to that that he is in- 
fanitely- Happy :;: and : conſequently to this, 
that he lovesi hunſelf infnutely:;; and that 
allthis FO 10; 1s very evident from the Na- 
ture of the Thipg. - For firſt;we- mult ne- 
ceſlarily ſuppoſe. one Original Cauſe of all 
Things ; for elſe we can give.no poſſible Ac- 
gount- how |thoſe 'Things; 'that once were 
fot, could: ever 'come into-Being;; and we 
mult alſo as necef{axily ſuppoſe that this Or- 
ginal Cauſe was Self-origtnated, 1. e. that it 
received its Being and Exaſtence from none 
but-it ſelf.; for elſe it cannot be the Or/g4za/ 
Cawfe, 'but mult 3t ſelf be the Effect of tome 
other Cauſe that was ini Being before it : 
That exiſting of it ſelf without: any Cauſe, 
it is infinitely removed from Not-beizg ; for 
that which is without azy Cauſe can ever be 
without -4zy Cauſe, meerly from that exwu- 
berant.Fulnels, of Eſſence that is 1n it ſelf. 
And that which can be for ever mo any 
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Cauſe muſt neceſſarily be:fo, beranſe this is: 
a moſt xeceſſary At, and as fuohmvit deex- 
erted ad extremuns virium'Agewtis; conſe- 
quently to which we muſt alto fuppofe, that 
that which 1sinfinmtely removed; fror Nor- 
being hathithe 4tmoit Fertg&tionof Effence: 
init. For the Notionof Etfence;' nakedly: 
conſidered, is 30:bs-; and therefore by:how* 
much the more ere any>Bfſence'is: from 
Not-Being, by ſomudtrthe mbre-perfe&t it 
muſt neceſſarily be. Againg in'Comfequence' 
tothis we muſt alſoſuppoſe; tharrbarwhicky 
hath in it felf;, withour any Cane,” the! www 
»0it Perfection of Eſſence; mult have init 
ſelf alſo the ##m0F## of alÞ ah; Perfeftions 
that by way of _ or drmibate;. ſuck 
an' :nexhauft ible 'Eflence- 15-tapable'of ;- vhar 
is,- that-it:muft be Powerfid and Wiſe, and 
whatſoever elſe is: a: poſſible Perfeftion''of 
Eſſence. - For Plenitrade'of Biſence confifts 
in being! as muchas-it can-be; iand-ſo-long 
AS. 47 Being 1s: capable of: being afty: more 
than it 1s, it hatli'not all the pofib/o Degrees 
of Effenee in'it;-for every Perfeftion, thar 
Eſfence by. way'of' Artribnte'is: capable of, ' s 
a Degree of pofitive' Entity, ' Vis W:{doms 
and: Power: are not mer' Ptivations of Weak- 
neſs and Folly, bur Things that. have: ſome 
Degree of real poſitive Eſſence inithem;, 
and conſequently what Bemg: ſever hath 
not 
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not theſe, muſt neceſſarily have it in fome 
Degrees of Not-Being; and 'tis impoſſible 
that any: Efſence ſhould be infinitely remo- 
ved from Not-Being', which hath any De- 
ou of Not-Bezrg 10-1t. Laſtly, conſequent» 
y tothis we mull alſo ſuppoſe, that a Being 
endowed with all poſſible Perfections, being 
infinitely Powerful and infinitely Wiſe, mult 
needs be infinitely Happy; for whereſoever 
thoſe great PerfeQtions. are, they muſt ne- 
ceſſarily ſupply whatſoever is--eceſſary toan 
ix#finize Happineſs : And then from-hence it 
neſſanily. follows, that: a: Being that is thus 
infinitely Heppy muſt needs infinitely /ove 
and delight in-1t felf; becauſe within the vaſt 
Circumference of its own Being, it hath 
every Thing that it needs, deſires, or affects. 
TFheſeareallp/aiz and eaſe Deduttions,-and: 
ſeem as naturally to follow from-oze another, 
as themoſt immediate Conſequences do from 
Firſt Principles, This therefore being fup- 
poſed, which you ſee is very reaſonable, 
that God is infinitely Powerf#l,and Wiſe, and' 
Happy ; and that becauſe he'is fo, he loves 
limſelf: infinitely ; TI doubt not but from 
each of theſe it will naturally follow, that 
he is alſo infinitely good and benevolent. 

x1. He 1s infinitely powerful; and there- 
fore he'is good, For Power is nothing but 
an Ability to act ; and Action js the — 
a 
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all Ability for Attion : So that the greater 
any Power is, the farther it muſt neceſſarily 
be removed from InaQtvity ; and conſe- 
quently izfizite Power mult be ſo infinitely 
removed from it, that it cannot be ſuppo- 
ſed to exiſt without Exerciſe ; or if it could, 
yet it cannot be 1magined that a»y Being, in 
whom #-xfinite Power exiſts, ſhould deter- 
mine with it ſelf, that the be# Uſe it could 
make of that Power, were to make no Uſe 
of it at all ; becauſe ſuch a Being can with 
as much Eaſe to it ſelf, aft as not act. And 
therefore ſince every Being doth neceſlarily 
delight in the Exerciſe of its owx Perfections, 
it cannot be ſuppoſed but a Being infinitely 
ptonfel {ſhould neceſſarily delight in the Ex- 
ercile of its Power, when it can as eaſily exer- 
cile it as ſuffer it to ſleep on 1n eterzal Inatti- 
vity ; and conſequently when it can exerciſe 
its Power more vigoroully aseallly as /eſs,and 
can do more Things as ealily as fewer, it muſt 
neceſſarily chuſe to. do it; becauſe, as the 
having of Power inclines the Agent to act, 
ſo the having of more Power inclines it to 
act more vigorouſly. Wherefore it the do- 
ing of Good to others be a much greater Ex- 
erciſe of Power than the doing of Ev, it 
will hence neceſlarily follow, that God be- 
ing infinitely pozerjul mult be infinitely 
prone to do Good ; becauie he cannot _ 
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be delighted in that whereby this great Per- 
feftion of his Nature is moſt vigorouſly Ex- 
erciſed. But now for God to chuſe to im- 
ploy his Power in doing Mz:ſchief to others 
rather than Good, would be to chuſe to do 
leſs rather than to do more, when both are 
equally eaſy to him ; and conſequently to 
lay a zeedleſs Reſtriction upon the Exerciſe 
of his Power ; and ſo far to render it zſeleſs 
and in vain, For in doing Miſchief to 
others, he muſt be ſuppoſed either wholly 
to arnthilate them , or to make them mziſe- 
rable, and continue them ſo; but by doing 
Good to others, he muſt be {uppoſed either 
to uphold them in thoſe Beings he gave 
them, or to perteCt thoſe Beings; and there- 
by to render them as happy as their Capa- 
Cities will bear : And certainly to do either 
of the /ater is a much more vigorous Exer- 
ciſe of Power, than to do either of the for- 
mer, For, for God to aunthilate Beings, or 
reduce them to Nothing, is rather to with- 
draw his Power from them than to exerciſe 
it upon them ; becauſe that which is not of 
it ſelf, cannat continue to be of it ſelf, it be- 
ing in the Nature of the Thing as poſſible 
for a Thing to be of it ſelf in the firff Mo- 
ment of its Exiſtence, as to be of it ſelf in 
any Moment of its Duration. So that the 
(Continuance of our Being, and the Original 
7 = 
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of it muſt neceflarily be ownng to the ſame 
Power ; and confequently, as our Continu- 
ance in Not-Being muſt neceſſarily have fol- 
lowed upon the Non-exerciſe of this Power, 
ſo our Relapſe into Not-being muſt as ne- 
ceffarily follow from the Diſcontinuance of 
the Exerciſe of this Power. So that to our 
Arnihilation there needs no more than the 
bare Suſpenſion of the Exerciſe of —— 
Power upon us, or a ceafing to uphold us 


in Being ; for to the upholding us in Being, 


' thereis required a comtized Exertion of that 
creative Power that firſt brought us into 


Being ; for if we can exiſt of our ſelves the . 


oze Moment, we might as well have done 
ſo the Moment before, and may as well do 
ſo the Moment after ; and ſo backward and 
forward to all Ezeraity. So that unleſs we 
had ſuch an exeberant Fulneſs of Effence in 
us as to exiſt of our ſelves from all Eternity 
paſt to all Eternity to come, we cannot exiſt 
ſo much as oze Moment without »ew Sup- 
plies of Being from that zfimire Fountain 
whence we were originally derived ; and 
that we are this Moment, is as much the 
_ Eftetof God's Power, as that we were that 
Moment when we fir came into Being. So 
that whereas by amnihilating us God would 
chuſe to exerciſe no Power at all, that is, to 
render /js own Qmnipotence «ſeleſs by giving 


: Upm PSA LM llg. 08. 95 


it a Cuittusbrom Attion ; by upholding us 
in Being his Power 1s {till as vigorouſly ex- 
erated about ns as it was-in the firff Mo- 
ment of our Creation; and therefore by how 
much more ſurable it 15 to infinite Power to 
at than to be zale, by fo much more ſuita- 
ble tot it muſt neceſſarily be to uphold us 
in or Beings, than to anrihzlate and deftroy 


US 


And then for making us mzferable and 
continuing us fo, it 1s a much Yeſs vigorous 
Exerciſe of Power than to pertect our Be- 
angs, and thereby to render us happy. And 
verily ſhould God turn the whole World 
into one #xtire Globe of unquenchable Fire, 
and continue its wretched Inhabitants for ever 
weltring inits Flames, I ſhould not look up- 
on this as ſo great an Att of Omnipotence as 
it is to perfect our ratz0zal Nature fo as to 
render it mmmutably and eternally happy. 
For to the making of any Being perfeet and 
happy, there is required many more Cauſes 
and many more Acts than there is to the 
making them miſerable, For the greateit 
Part of Miſery confifts in the Privation of 
Happineſs, and for God to deprive his Crea- 
tures of Happineſs is not ſo much the Exer- 
cile as Note-exerciſe of his Power; for then 
he deprives us of it when he ceaſes to do 
any Thing for us, and refuſes to produce or 
to 
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tocontribute tothe producing of what tends 
to our Happineſs : : So that this Patt of Mi- 
ſery conſiſting 1n a mere Privation'15 not ſo 
properly the Efte&t of the Exerciſe of Power, 
as of the Suſpenſion of the Exerciſe of 
Power. Sothat unleſs we canſuppole that 
the O-nipotent Creator of the World chuſes 
rather not toaC&t than to at, we muſt ne- 
ceſſarily ſuppoſe that he chuſes rather to be- 
ftow Happineſs on his Creatures, than to 
deprive them of it.. And as for the poſizive 
Part of Miſery which confiſts in Pain and 
Torment, I dare appeal to any Man whe- 
therit be not much more eaſe to vex and tor- 
ment any Being than it 1s to render it hap- 

For even a Chuld can put a Man, yea 
an Elephant to Pain ; but tomakea ſick Man 
well, a poor Man proſperous, a mad Man ſo- 
ber, or a Fool wiſe, are ſuch mighty Things 
as do moſt commonly tranſcend all hamaze 
Power whatſoever. But then to retrieve 
ſuch :mperfeft Beings as we from the Bond- 
age of Senſe and Senſuality, and from being 


- almoſt _— to raiſe us up by Degrees toan 


equal Height with Angels, to fill and there- 
by inlarge the zarrow Capacities of our Na- 
tures till by filling they are widened almoſt 
to Infinity, and yet ſtill to ſupply them 
with zew Degrees of Happineſs proportion- 
able to their va# enlargements, 1s E_= 

that 
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that highly deſerves to be the eternal Exer- 
ciſe. of Omnipotence it ſelf. . 

Since therefore the End of Power to at is 
AQtion,and every Thing naturally inclinesto 
its End, and conſequently the greater the 
Power of any Being 1s, the greater is its In- 
clination to Aftivity ; and ſince the doing of 
Good to others. is much greater Exerciſe of 
Power than the doing of Miſchief; it hence 
neceſſarily follows, that God being Om:po- 
tent muſt thereby be infinitely inchned todo 
Good, and that uſe doing Good is infi- 
nitely the /arge# Sphere of Attivity. So 
that'if when ?*tis equally poſſible and eaſe for 
him todo Good, as not, he ſhould chuſe not to 

do it, he would chuſe direaly contrary to 

the zeceſſary Inclination of an Omnipotent 
Being, which is to do that which is the 
greateſt Exerciſe of Power. 

2ly. God is infinitely Wiſe, and therefore 
he is Good, For the greate## Wiſdom con- 
fiſts in propoſing the worthieft Ends, and 
chuſing the propere## Means to obtain them. 
Wherefore if doing Good to others be the 
worthie#t End that God can propoſe to him- 
ſelf, it will neceſlarily follow that by the 
Infinity of his Wiſdom he is inclined to do 
Good. | For as his Power inclines lum to 
aft, ſo his Wiſdom inclines him to act for 
the worthie#t End; but doing Good to others 
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is evidently. the #orchieft-Bndithat' God can; 
be ſuppoſed to aim'at;: for tcarmot be 1ma- 
gined thar/he cam deſign:amy further Good 
to himſelf, "any ev Additton-to' the vat. 
Treaſure:of his Happineſs;owhich is fo in- 
finitely full thatit can admit'bfno Increaſe t 
So ihar whatfoevet he dotly 'befides theren- 
joying of himſetf, he cannot beſuppoſed to 
dofor any: Selfexd; becauſe he hath all-that 
Goodalready within himſelf that he can/pol- 
fibly - either defire or aim 'at.! *So | rhat :all 
thoſe Attions of God which are terminated 
without h1#:ſelf, muſt have either no End at 
all, which cannot be ſuppoſed :of the AQti- 
ons of ani Al-wiſe Agent; or. elfe they mult 
have for their Bnd either the Happineſs or 
the Miſery'df iothers ; but to'make the Mi- 
ſery of /otheys their Endiis by no Means con- 
ſiſtent with his infinite: Wiſdom. For to 
make 7 we abſtxatted Evilthe Bnd of Action 
is ſo far from being-infinitely wiſe, that *tis 
impoſſible ; becaute the very:Notion of an 
End neceſſarily includes Good "in it, either 
real or _—_; but God can'reap no Goon 
from the'Miſery of others, becauſe he' is in- 
finitely Happy already; arid tobe ſure others 
can reap'/no' Good from that which God in- 
tends tobe theit Miſery ;| that'that there- 
fore ſhould be God's 'End which'is no'End, 
whicl hath nothing of the Nature: of - 
En 
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Endin it, implies a plain Contradiction. So 
that to ſay that the End of God's Actions 
is the Miſery of others, 1s all one as to ſa 
he aQs for no End at all; and how an inh- 
nitely wiſe Agent can be faid to act at Ro- 
vers;todo Things withoutany Level or Aim, 
TI cannot apprehend; But ſuppoſing it were 
poſſible that pure Evil might be an End, yer 
It is as evident as the Sun that 1t cannor be 
the End of infinite Wiſdom; for infinite 
Wiſdom neceſſarily inclines to do thar 
which is wiſe#t ; bur ifit werein it ſelf ;nd-f- 
ferent to the Almighty whether he did Good 
or Evil to others, yet his infinite Wildom 
would incline him to do Good ; becauſe in 
the doing of Good there is much more Wif- 
dom exerciſed, than in the doing of Ev:/, 
For whar great Skill doth it requirein an A!- 


mighty Agent to make others miſerable ? If 


it hath a mind toturn them out of Being, 
tis but withdrawing that Almighty Arm that 
upholds them, and they will preſently ſink 
into Nothing of their own Accord ; but 
what great Wiſdom is there in it, thus to 
unravel his ow Workmanſhip, to weave a 
Penelope's Web, and to do and undo eternally ? 
And if he hath a Mind to make them 2:/er- 
able and continue them fo, it is but ſuſpend- 
ing his own Alzjzhty Influence, andrefu- 
ſing toconcur to their Happineſs, and they 

H 2 will 
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will ſoon be as miſerable as Miſery can make 
them. I confeſs to invent an acute Ferture 
requires ſome Skill ; but yet we plainly ſee 
that a very /ittle Wit joyned with a great 
deal of Malice and Cruelty is ſufficient to 
make an exquiſite Tormentor; ſince even 
Men of very ordinary Underſtanding have 
invented n—_ Torments as Men areable 
to bear. So that for God to do Ev: re- 
quires very /:ttle Contrivance, and conſe- 
quently 1s ſo far from being an Exerciſe wor- 
thy of his infizite Wiſdom, that not only a 
fiaite buta very ſhallow Underſtanding, arm- 


ed with ſafficiext Power and Malice, can in- 


vent and inflit as exquiſite Tortures as is 
poſſible for any Being to bear. But to the 
perfetting of Beings and rendring them hap- 
7y, eſpecially of free and rational Beings, 
there 1s required a /oz2 ſeries of rare and 4d- 
zirable Contrivance; for tothe effteQting of 
this zoble End, there are ſo many Impedi- 
ments to be removed, ſo many concurrent 
Means to be employed, ſuch an zzcompara- 
ble Skill required in the Choice of ſuch as 
are molt fir and effeftual, and methodizing 
them into ſuch a regular Connexion with, 
and Dependence upon ore azother, as that 
they may all fuccollivel ſecondand promote 
each other , that even the Wiſdom of God, 
how 7»fite ſo ever it be, may here find 
Scope 
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Scope and Matter enough to employ and 
exerciſe it ſelf for ever, And I dare appeal 
to any reaſonable Man whether in that Me- 
thod of /aviny Souls which God hath reveal- 
ed to usin his Goſpel, (though yet we cannot 
ſee all, becauſe we are not able to diſcern 
the admirable Connexion it hath with the 
whole ſeries of divine Providence) there be 
not infinitely »yore Wiſdom and rare Con- 
trivance, than an Omrnpotent Being need to 
imploy in effeQting the greate# Miſchief ima- 

inable ; whether in thecontriving of Laws 
0 ſuitable to, and perfedtive of our Nature, 
and inthe compoſing ſuch #ranſwerable Rea- 


| ſons and Morives to preſs and engage us 


to the Obſervance of them ; and 1n all that 
admirable Series of Providences , by which 
he ſecozds and forces thoſe Reaſons , he hath 
not exerciſed incomparably more Wiſdom 
than he could have done in eftefting the 


greate# Evil ina Nature. As for Example, 


{uppoſe he ſhould have deſigned to kindle 
ſome mighty «nquenchable Flame in ſome 
dark and diſmal Receſs of the World, with 
a Reſolution to hurl all 7eaſozable Beings in- 
fo it, without any Reſpett or Conſideration ; 
this doubtleſs would have been as great a 
Miſchiefas can well be imagined ; bur what 
Contrivance doth it ask for an Almighty 
Being to accompliſh ſuch a azrefu! End ? 

H 3 Could 
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Could not he have roafted a /iztl& Worktof 
Worms, and tortured a Company of Beings 
that are notable to reſiſt him, - without in 
ploying i5izite Wiſdom in the Management 
and Contrivance of it ? Or, Which wilt 
as well ſerve my Argument, could. there 
have needed as much Wiſdom to deſigrt 
and effeCt thts, as there did to contrive:and 
manage the great Methods of our Salvation? 
Sure no man can beſo ſenſeleſs as to imagine 
it. Well then, if God be infinitely Wiſe, and 
Doing the greate#t Good to others be amuctt 
higher Exerciſe of Wiſdom than doing the 
greatef Evil, it will hence neceffarily fol- 
low, that even his izfizice Wiſdom mit 
needs incline him to do Good, For as the 
End of Power is to aGt, ſo the End of Wik 
dom is to a&t wiſely ; and every Thing, as 
I told you, inclines to its End, and conſe+ 
quently the more Wiſdom it hath, the more 
wiſely it is inclined toact: Wherefore firice 
doing Good is the greate# AQ of Wiſdom, 
God, who 1s infinitely wiſe, muſt needs be 
infinitely inclined there unto, | 

3h. God is infinitely happy, and therefore 
he1s good: for God's i#fizte Happineſs doth 
cocaliaily exclude all Want, all Deſire, and 
all Proſpett of any Degree of Happineſs be- 
yond what he enjoys; and where all theſe 
are excluded there can be no Se/f-exd: For 


on 7. 4 1 ouln-le# off 
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iSelf-evd.is ſome Koed. defired-and gimed, 
#;y#hich yet)we arent; poſſeſſed. of; and 
if Gad hath no Sdf-end, he can-haye no End, 
at All, but; onfly(t2:f40, Good tadrhers.,, But 
pethaps.you-will p6jee, how. gan,you ſay; 

that:Goz: oth nd Sglfterd,; when. the: S$er1p- 
tare {0 plainly tells vs that. his ontrs (4lory.1s 
his End, and this Fad he doth-ag-well ob- 
—_ ——_— re dong; ! oe 0 
£3:0Y- aamnutg.Q1 [/ore; ' a5; WEI as DY 
— others? Tawhbich Fanfwer, that 
Glory. of:Go4þyou mean any:;Thing 

jo ubthe freeGomimunication ofIusGood- 
parmo nt ro zi wdallſe todaythathts Glo- 
$Y is End ;. and ifthis bebrs Glojfy;:ithen 
what I1-ſaid-1s; wifallibly:mrwus, that he 0-4y 
20 = (od nn: ; Butt, you _ 

Gloxy: in-beingipraſe 
commenaed;' goanired: and . app tenges by hs 
poor imp imipotent Creaturss, you haveryery mer 
Eoaweptions otbim; df, you'think that tlus-1s 
his {# End.'>Fofi what Advabtage 15 3r to 
i(God;cthat weap and commend lum? 
Canithe Praiſes and Parner gricks:rofa- forall 
 Haalful of 'Breath either make-him; more 
glorious thankes; or more gloriews in hs 0917 
-Efteem ?:Alas!; No;t Heis an: mime Stage 
'and Theater to: hintfek;: his Profpe& being 

-every:way adegrate: to. his Gloty, and hs 
ory asxnbogideds Eternity it If: So that 
H 4 if 
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if all his Creation ſhould joyn Hearts\and 
Voices to extol and laud him, yet they'coutd 
not add either 6xe Spark tohis Glory, or oe 
Degree to that i»finire SatisfaQtion he takes 
in it. - So that when we have'praiſed him 
as much as we are able; he is ſtill»bur as 
glorious ashe was before, and he ſtill knows 
that hedeſerves infinitely more Praiſes than 
we are able to render him, | And how can 
it be imagined that he who is fo infinitely ſ#- 
zisfied with himſelf,and hath ſuch :»finiteRea- 
ſon for it, ſhould find-any need of our. 
Praiſes and *Commendations'? And''if he 
finds no: Need of it, how can he propoſe it 
to himſelf as the Endof his ACtions, 'fince 
the End of Attion- is 'always ſome Good, 
ry = wehave not, but do defire toen- 
joy? ?Tistrue he doth command usto proife 
and laud and acknowledge 'him, but hecom- 
mands us this as he doth all'other Things, 
not for his own Good, bur for ours, Hebids 
usextol and admire his Perfections, that by 
that he might us to tranſcribe and 
imitate-them, and 0 by glorifying/ him to 
glorify our ſelves; So thar-ftill the Glory 
that he deſigns and aims at confifts\'not in 
receiving any Good from us,” but” in doir 
and communicating of Good to us. An 
therefore thoughit 15:2rwe that Gad.dath ob- 
tain this great End of his'Glory as well in 
>. * . w_ 
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damning of "ſome as ini/aving of. others, it is 
notbecauſe the reaps any:Govd from it, but 
becauſe» he: dottr: Good by-it-! 1 For if he 
ſhould dawn and, puniſh:any; Being without 
any good Reaſon, he could-riot'.expett-fo 
much as to bepraiſed and comimended forit; 
but'if he'doth/it: for good Reaſon, 1t-15 be+ 
cauſe.it'is good either for himſelf or others : 
him, 1 cannot be;: for how _ = 
fitely happy Being, reap any: Degree of G 

rm ure Fer wr, 
And therefore-it- mutt -be-for the: Good'of 
others, that they by the Exaniple of thoſe 
whom -he:puniſhes may be. warned from 
ancurring thoſe. Sins for: which he puniſhes 
them, and:from- running away. from their 
own:Duty and Happineſs. ;Sothat eventhe 
.End of Puhiſhmentisto:do Good, and this 
4s the great Glory that God aims at in-doing 
it. | And indee&d:canfidering that God iS» 
finitely: happy, there: is no. other Glory. but 
this that hecan propoſe as thegreat and alti- 
ate End of: his A&tions. For all the In« 


- Clination that: is in any Being either nottado 


Good, ov to'do Hurt to others, ariſes from 


- Indigence. and Inſufficiency ;' either we 
-envy or we: covet the Good which another 
- enjoys, theformer of whichreftrains us from 


adding any more Good to him; as the /atrer 
FxCites us todeprive him of that which he i 
| aly 
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already: poſſclſed; of; both: iihods app. 
rentlyarifefromthe Wantand 7 
_ in we ng Reaeyoge (God) thin 
nor t:10h: Goon, 1ampollibR 
chers beter Hnvy''or Fog 
eati be:no'F 'at all ;iwbis: Nature 
eicher-not 't0»do God; or todo Hlartow 
ves ft ao rar \\the:.more 
and Jappy they; are,:thet leſs good ft 
deſire for efves; and<themore idor 
takers Sinctrhoteictcoths Fei i nb | 
att + ras ;it rs2mpoſhble 
MrVacky's deſire/ar ;himſelf;-and 
therefore-if he act y Gedrh all;-as-he 
cannot burdo, ; 4tamuſd/berforours: For:.: 
1 4rbhy. :AndbRlns: \\GqediJobes: himſelf in- 
fubily, and.theretorc:canndt. but be ey 
[ren gmn Ry ſolt;- 
_— > love i One eſerhblanceiand Like 
$yi&6cthatw islovely,inmsis lovely 
n\4other, and if there beany Reaſon why 
awe-ſhotild:tove aur;ſelves/:there isthic fame 
(Reaſon why we ſhould, love-.outher that re- 
ſembles us .inthoſs Thingy>foo which-we 
ove our ſelves;:”* Tis true, 'we pror- 71mper- 
feet Creatures do many timeslove our ſelves 
without Reaſon; out of x'meer:bliyd Im- 
petus and meceſir InftinctofNature. But 
Go, being-intimtely: wiſe; governs. _ 
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Motiotis by the wiſeff Rules; and dove: 
very Thing-for the bet and moſt” excellent 
Reaſons ; aria' conſequently doth not tove 


himſelf he: Qirinot tell why", out: of : 


blind unaccouptable iritirit i his Nature 5 
but he loves himſelf fo far only as He hack 
Renſonitoo it,” and” tis becauſe he. bath 3m. 
finire Reaſon for: it that he! loyes himſelf in. 
finitely: 'Andthe Reaſon why heloves Hittii 
{elf co that! infinite ec that he doth; 38 
becauſe he is infinitely perfect, and fO'hath 
infinite Reafon' to'be elihited. ard fatighed 
with hitfifelf; and'this being the Relort, 
he canhot but love orheysthit tefemble =_ 
in that for 'which he 'ſdves*  binoelf.. Bot 
though others cannor be infititely hxpyas'he 
is, yet they dre happy in Teh” a Degret's 
there Capacities will bear; and when! the 
are ſo, he liath the Game: Reaſon, thou&h 
not ſortuch; to love Corn tolc 
himſelf. Anh arm foves Hap 
drher as ds $'in hint Te ne not. Eon 


love it where it 'is already; but be''y 
much -melined to propagite* if where he O 
not. So that this, Tink: is 'amoſt p17 
Caſe, that if Perfe&ion ind Ha appineſF be 
the Reafon of God's Jove, he- cannot” bik 
love it in apoth as well 26 in Drooofelf; andif 
he love it itt a»other, he cannot bit be hick- 
ned to contribute-ro the producing ir. __ 

there 
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therefore unleſs we none God, contrary 
to the Genius of all other Beings, not to 
love his own Reſemblance, nor to be at all 
concerned to propagate it; we muſt necef- 
farily ſuppoſe him to be Good , or which 
is all one, inclined to make others happy. 
And toſay that God loves Happineſs in him- 
felf,, but yet that he affets- to make others 
miſerable without any Proſpe&t of Adyan- 
Fae to bimſe ; is to {ay that he loves Con- 
Rn tire: Obs that 6, Tlapps. 
neſs in himſelf, and Miſery in others; which 
1s to make his Love to be guided by the ex- 
zravagant Impulles of a mutable Fancy, and 
not by the ffeady Rules of Wildom. But 
ſince it is impoſſible for any Being to love 
that which is contrary to hjymſelf, we ma 
be ſure that God cannot love Miſery, whole 
Nature s iokauely hep - andſinceIam 
fyre that ag, Being m foveits own Re- 
ſemblance, if it love it ſelf; Iamas ſure that 
. God loves that others ſhould be happy, as I 
can be that heis ſo himſelf. 

And thus I have endeavoured from the 
very Nature of God to demonſtrate this 
great Truth to you, That he is good ; and 
plainly provedto you that by all thoſe infi- 
pite P 10nS + are the xeceſſary Re- 
fults ofhis Self-exiſtence he is moſt ſtrongly 
and vehemently inclinedto dogoodto _ 

n 
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And now to conclude all, we will briefl 
conſider what Uſe may be made of this Di- 
courſe for the Guidance and Condutt of our 
Lives and Attions. 

1. Then, if God be good, this may ſerve 
to ſupport us under all the ſad Events that 
befall us in this World. For what greater 
SatisfaQtionthan this can any reaſonable Man 
deſire, to be under the Government of, and 
to have all his Afﬀairs diſpoſed by a God 
that cannot but be good ? For now all E- 
vents and Accidents that befall us mult be 
what God intends and deſigns them, becauſe 
he hath the Management and Diſpoſal of 
them all; and tobe ſure a good God can ne- 
ver have an ill Deſign upon. his Creatures. 
*Tis true, when his Creatures prove Male- 
factors, he may anddoth chaſtiſe and puniſh 
them ; but even in doing thus he hath a moſt 
gracious and merciful Delign, namely, to re- 
form the Offender himſelt ; or to make him 
a publick Example to all the ratiozal World, 
that they may take warning by his Ruin, 
and not run upon the Rock that daſhed him 
in pieces. And to puniſh Offenders is as 

reat an att of Mercy to the Pablick, as it 
1s to reward the Loyal and Obedient ; for if 
out of a fond Indulgence to i»ſolent Rebels 
he ſhould let them goon in a State of Im- 
punity, the Pablick would ſufter a great deal 


more 


_ _ 
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more by it than thoſe. Rebels can do by a 
juft and deſerved Purnſhment ; for their Im- 
ous would embolden others: to take the 
ame Courſes, and ſo the-Contagion would 
run.on-without any ſtop from oze to arather, 
tilithe Whole were infe&ted; andthe Plague 
of Wickedneſs became - ors to all the 
reaſonable Creation; and 1o by ſparing a few 
he: would deftroy 'a great many, and his 
Mercy to Particalars would be.Cruelty to 
the'Whole. But ſo longas we are hoxe#t and 
ere in our Obedience to God,” we may be 
ſure that whatſoever befalls us in particular 
isintended for:our good; for he cannot intend 
Hurt to- an hoxe# Soul without doing oper 
Violence to his own Goodneſs; 'becaule the | 
Hurr of ſuch an one is a pure Miſchief; it 
can{erve no good End, but is likely to prove 
2'greater Prejudice to the Pablick, than it can 
be to the Perfon that endures1t : For as the 
Impunity of great Offenders will imbolden 
others'to offend, ſo the ruming of obedrent 
SubjeRs will diſcourage others from obeying. 
So'that to deſign Hurt or Damage to a fin- 
cerely good Man is todo'Miſchief for its own 
ſake, and this can ' proceed 'from nothing 
but pare abſtracted Malice, which is the very 
Gernteſſence of a Devil; butiTam ſure can 
have'noRoom in the Breaft of our-good God 
and merciful Father.” I confeſs in this Life 
all 
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all Things 46fall our '{0 alike to/all;thab 
tis impoſſible for us tojudgeof God's pars 
cleats Defign arab hieccioorh towardsus by 
the Nature: of the Things tha we ſuffer 
and therefore inthis Caſe the only vfz/ltble 
Courſe we can take is throughly and ampar- 
po to txainine our ſelves;andif upon aſeri- 
eview ofourownHeartsand Wayswe 
on truly ay'that we haveibeen/46zc/ and 
fixtere t0:Go# and'our Ditty,.w e may beas 
ſure that he defighns pooito us 4n-all thoſe 
Afidtions that'he _ uPoſv us,” as WE'can 
be that there '1s/ſuch a Beirig'as Godin this 
World;” Arid if for the Time paz we ſhould 
find that we have been 'badandf/eandihys 
Poeritical, t ſince God' till: continues-as 
in this Tife of Tryal, and-permits us'th> 
Priviledge' '6f beurig | Candidazes and Probatts 
oners for the Heck Preferments; we may 
ſafely conelude from the: Goodneſs. 'of lus 
Nature that whatſoever he doth to us he 
deſigns as no Harm ; for how can it beima- 
gined that the' pood 'God ſhould deſign our 
Miſery at that _—> time, While he _— 
nves us in” a Probation: for Hap 
Wheteforelet us'chearfully undergo ne 
ſoeverhelaysupon us, concludingthatthere 
1s nothing but Good cahicome-from a, zood 
God.; that even his Plniſhments are cords 
al, and all his Rods-dip'd in; om = 
thous 
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though they may ſmart ſeverely, and fetch 
Blood from our 'very Hearts1 yi let us 
determine with our ſelves: that they muſt 
be goodor badaccording asGodintends them, 
and that the good: God muſt needs intend 


them for good. 


_ -. 244. Is God thus naturally and-efſentially 


2? Then this may ſerve for an excellent 
Standard whereby to judge of our: Opini- 
ons in Relig707., 1 For moſt Opinions in Re- 
bizion have either anear or remote Tendenc 
to the Honour and Diſhonour of , God's 
Goodnels; and __ I will not fay that 
every Opinionis #rae that ſeems toextol and 
advance the Goodneſs of God, yet I am 
fure that every Opinion muſt be fa/ſe that 
doth either direQtly or by 7rze Conſequence 
deny or diſgrace it. For let our Opinions 
be true or falſe, yet this T am ſure is eter- 


nally tre, that God is good; and while I am 


fure of this, I can never believe 'any Do- 
Qrin 7rue that thwarts and contradicts it ; 
becauſe T'am ſure that . from. Truth there 
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vie Goodriels t6 ſuſpett it of Faſhood, or 
at leaſt not tobeover-contident of its Truth 
Kill we ſee it fairly acquitted of that foul 
mputation, | For to preſerve i our Minds 
conſiſtent Opinions of the Goodnefs of God 
8.2 thing that we ought to beas careful of, 
as of the Apple of our 6wn Eyes; becauſe 
an  Opinon of God is a Flaw in the very 
Foundation of our Reli-40 and our Com- 
fort; and it will be impoſſible for us to ſerve 
hit long , either with Sincerity or with 
Pleaſure, if we do not firmly believe him 
to be agood Maſter, 
- 34h. Is God thus naturally and effential- 
ly 2gpd ? Then this may ferve to hieaften 
andencourage us in his Service. For tobe 
ſufe ſo good a Maſter will never prove a- 
kind to any faithful Servant; that he will 
not burthen us above our {trength, but 
moſt freely contribute to us all the Af 
ſtance that is zeceſſary to inable us to our 
Duty; that he will not be angry with us 
for Trifles and Pwxiilio's, but conſider 
our Weakneſs, and pity our Follzes, and 
take the tnoſt card; Interpretation of our 


A&tioris, and finally judge us by the Mea- 
ſures of a Friend ; that when we wilfully 
miſcarry, he will not preſently caft us oft 
for ever, but will be intreated y. our Re- 
pentance, and appeaſed by our Amend- 

I ment, 
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ment, and graciouſly receive us again into 
his. Mercy and Favour; that he will notbe 
arrow and ſtingy in the Recompence of our 
Duty to him, but reward us'a Thouſand- 
fold with ſuch ;»exſe Glories and Beati- 
tudes, as ſhall make us for ever bleſs the 
Moment we entred into his Service: All 
theſe things we may confidently conclude 
and build upon from the traxſcending Good- 
neſs of his Nature. And what greater En- 
couragement can we expett, or deſire ? 
Why then are we afraid, O fooliſh Souls , 
that we are! Why are we afraid to en- 
gage in his Service? Where can we hope 


to find a more graciows, compaſſionate, and 


bountiful Maſter ; one that will be more 
ready to help and to pity, to pardon and 
reward us? If there be any equal Rival to 
God in all the World, any in whoſe Ser- 
Vice you can ingage your ſelves with equal 
Hopes and Incouragements ; go on and 
proſper in the Service of that great Rival. 
But if God be infinitely the bei# Maſter in 
the World, as doubtleſs heis, Why do we 
ſtand Debating the Caſe any longer ?: Why 
do we not run at leaſt as chearfully to his 
Service, as we would- to the greate#f Ad- 


. vancement that any Mortal Prince can ten- 


der us? In the name of God, Sirs, be once 
fo Wiſe as to conſult your own Intereſt, and 
| do 
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do not ſtand any longer in your own Light. 
Behold the great and good God ſtands ready 
to entertain you, and condeſcends to invite 
you to the moſt glorious Service that ever 
was; a Service that is moſt eaſie andreaſon- 
able, that is intermixt with 7zfiite Plea- 
{ure-and Sweetneſs, and crowned with the 
Reward of all that an ever/aſting Heaven _ 
means. Wherefore as you love your {elves, 
and- value your own Welfare, reſolve once 
forall withthoſe in the Propher ; Other Lords 
beſides thee have had dominion over us, but 
thee only, Our good God, will we now ſerve, 
. 'athly. And laſtly, From hence TI infer, 
that it is an «reaſonable Thing for Men to 
ſufpe& the Goodneſs of God, becauſe of 
ſome- uncertain Appearances in the World 
to thecontrary; For from the very Prin- 
ciples of God's Nature we are certainly af- 
fured that he muſt be good, which 1s the 
higheſt Demonſtration that "Things are ca- 
pable of; and therefore to ſuſpe&t his Good- 
neſs upon the Account of ſome /:ttle Ap- 
pearancesto. the contrary, is to confront De- 
monſtrations with fſexder Probabilities, and 
over-rule a Certainty with a doubtful Guels. 
And yet how common is it for Men to ar- 
raign the Goodneſs of God meerly upon the 
Account of ſome viſible Effects of his Pow- 
er, Which to their zarrow Apprehenfions 
I 2 ſeem 
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ſcer:hurtful and miſchievans ; as if wehad 
Fan get Sag all-the Relations 
add 'Tendencies of Got's: Actions, as that 
none, could poſſibly appear either good or 
evil to us, but what isreally ſo. Whereas, 
God' knows, we are a compariy of miſerable 
ſhort-fighted Creatures, and are not able to 
ſce from the Beginning tothe End of any 
oe Attion inall the Tram of God's Prove 
dence ; {o that Koop — b 7 Boas: 

may appear evi/ to us, confi an 
in = 5 ks Efetts of it, yet in it felf it 
may be highly g20d, confidering WhataDe- 
pendence it hath upon what went before, 
and what a 'Tendency it hath to what is t6 
follow after. For God by his infinite Comm- 
rehenfion-having all La efent and be- 
Foo him, hath ſoranked and diſpoſed them, 
that from fir # to /a#. they ate all but one 
complicated and orderly. anited Means to 
bring about. thoſe great Ends which hefirſt 
defigned- and intended; ant conſequently 
all the Paſſages in the World in his prove- 
dextial Dominion over them: have a ffrit# 
and mutual Dependence on:each other; and 
ſo cannot be judged of ſingly and: apars from 
one another, there being no one AQtion but 
relates to Mill;ons of others,-yea to all others 
from the fr # to the /a#t Link of Action ih 
the whole Chainof Providence; And _ | 
| ore 
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fore for us to meaſure the Goadnels of 
God's Pravidence 11 gexeral by thole pari/- 
«{lerPartsof it that he before us, is juſt as if 
2 Man ſhould judge of a whole Coxſort of 
Muſick only by hearing three or four Notes 
of a well-cowpoſed Leflon, whereas the whole 
Harmony conſiſts in a well-compoſed Mixture 
of a thouſand Notes and Diſcords, wherein 
all the particulars are fo interwoven as that 
the ſeveral Notes «ited in one Leſſon have 
a moſt excellent Symetry and Proportion to 
one another, For in the whole Conſort of 
the divine Providence there are a thouſand 
Diſcords, which, tous whohearthem ſing y 
and apart from the reſt, do many times 
yield a = ungratefut Sound ; whereas 
could wediſcern but the whole Compoſure, 
and hear how elegantly all thole Diſcords 
are mingled into one extire Harmony, we 
{hould never beableto forbear admiring the 
Skill, and- adoring the Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs of the great Harmoſtes. But ſince *tis 
{0 act for us to diſcern all the Con- 
nections and Tendencies of God's Actions, 
how unreaſonable is it for us to cenſure the 
Goodneſs of his Nature, becauſe there are 
ſome ACtions of his, and ſome Eftes of 
thoſe Actions, whoſe Goodneſs at preſent 
we are not able to diſcover. Wherefore, if 
we have either Reaſon or Modetty in us, 
4 we 
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we ought to be ſatisfied with thoſe Argu- 
ments of his Goodneſs that are drawn from 
the Principles of his Nature, and though 
we cannot account for the Goodnels of all 
his Actions in particular, yet firmly to re- 
ſolve that nothing but Good can come from 
a good God, | 
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Thou art good, and thou doſt good. 


viz. the Operations of God that flow 

from the /mmutable Goodneſs of his Na- 

ture; Thou doit good : And theſe as 
they flow from the Goodneſs of God's Na- 
ture, ſo they are plain Proofs and Indicati- 
ons of it. For as the Nature of Things 1s de- 
monſtrable by their Effects as well as their 
Cauſes, ſo the Goodneſs of God may be as 
well demonſtrated by the Operations it ex- 
erts, and the Effects it produces in the World, 
as by thoſe Principles and PerfeCtions of his 
Nature from whence it neceſlarily ariſes. 
And it1s as certain that hat Being mult be 
200d that hath all the zeceſſary Cauſes and 
Principles of Goodneſs in it ; for if it were 


J Proceed to the ſecond Part of the Text, 


' #ndifferent to the Almighty whether he did 


Good or Evil, he would doubtleſs either re- 
tire from Action and do neither, or elſe he 


* would do as much Mzchief as Good ; or if 


he were inclined to do z/{ he would da it, 
and not force himſelf to act contrary to his 
own Inclinations. Wherefore ſince he doti1 

I 4 Good 
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Good fo conftantly and fo univerſally, he 
can neither be ſuppoſed to be averſe 6.4 in- 
different to it ; and if he be neither of theſe, 
his doing Good muſt neceffarily proceed from 
the immutable Inclination of his Nature 
thereunto. If therefore we can prove from 
the whole Courſe and Series of God's Ope- 
rations that he dgth Goog, it will be an ix- 
fallible Argument that he js ſo, Now all 
thoſe Operations of God that pafs qut of him- 
ſelf, and terminate upon others are reduci- 
ble to Creatrop and Providence ; both which 
will afford us abzzdapt Inſtances of the 
Truth of the Text, that God doth Good. 

E. T begin with the firſt, viz, Creation , 
;n which it is apparent that God hath done 
an finite deal of Good, And hence the 
Pſalmift tells us that the whole earth is fall 
the goodneſs of the Lord, Vlalm xxxuu. 5, 10 
alſo Pſalm ciy. 24. O Lord how manifold are 
"7 works ! in wiſaom hat tho made ther all ; 
the earth is full of thy Riches, [ 1,e, the Riches 
of his Goodneſs] ad ſo is thegreat and wide 
Sea. And God himſelfafterhys great Work 
of Creation, upon a general Suryey of the 
whole Fabrick of Beings, pronounces all rg 
be very g0ad, Gen. LI8 But to deman- 
{trate more particularly the great Goodneſs 
that God hath expreſſed in his Creatzon, I 
{hall briefly give you theſe four Infenges of 
it. 1. That 
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7. Tha whatſoever Beings are incapable 

of Happineſs jn themſelves, he hath 

made them fo far as they can be, ſubſer- 
wient t0 the Happineſs of others. 

2. That he hath given 4! Exiſtence 
$0 all kinds of Beings that are copable of 
any Degree of Happineſs. 

3- That he hath furniſhed them with all 
the /@ffcizent Means and Abilities to ob» 
tain the »tmoſi Happineſs that they are 
capable of. 

4- That inal thoſe Beings that are cape» 
ble of Happineſs, he hath umplanted a 
area Diſpoſition of Doing Good to 0- 
thers. 

1. That whatſoever Beings are incapable 
of Happineſs in themſelves, he hath made 
them 1o far as they can be, /ebſerviezt to the 
Happineſs of ethers, - Far it is impoffible 
that all Beings that are capable of Happineſs 
could ever have been actually happy, had 
not (x64 created ſome Beings that are utter- 
ly incapeble of it. For thus all the Heawer- 
ly Bodies, the Arr, and Earth, and Fire and 
Witer dre Beings utterly incapeble of Hap- 
pineſs, they being all inanimate, and confe- 

uently 204d of all Senſe and Perception ei- 

ther of Happineſs or Miſery; but yet it can- 

- net be denied but they are indiſpenſably xe- 

ceſſ. #7 tO the Happingts of a World gs 
te 
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red Beings that are capable of ſome Degrees 
of Happineſs. Thus, for inſtance, the Hap- 
Pineſs of all ſublunary Things, of Mer and 
Beaſts, ofthe Fowls of the Arr and the Fiſhes 
of the Sea, depends in a great Meaſure on 
thoſe dead inanimated Elements ; and there- 
fore if God had not created ſome Beings /z- 
capable of Happineſs, there aremany Beings 
that are capable of it miſt either have not 
been, or have been miſerable. And there- 
fore God hath not only created theſe, - but 
out of his great Goodneſs to his /iving Crea- 
tures he hath created them inſuch an Order 
as renders them as ſubſervient as they can be 
to their Welfare and Happineſs. Thus the 
San, whom God hath ordained the «niver- 


ſal Foſter-father of all ſublunary Beings , 


though he feels no Happineſs himſelf, 1s crea- 
ted by our great BenefaCtor in ſuch a Form 
and put in Eh a Courſe of Motion, as ren- 
ders him moſt ſerviceable to all thoſe anr- 
ated Beings, that are capable of Happineſs. 
For firſt he is created of a fiery Subſtance, by 
which he not only enlightens this /ower 
World, but warms and cheriſhes it with 
a fruitful and vigorows Heat. And then God 
hath caſt all its »z7ghty Subſtance into the Fi- 
cure of a perfect Globe, thatſo if the Earth 


moves round it, it might be able to com-. 


municate the comfort of its Light and Heat 
rQ 


al 


JO 


—— We 


BB nn AH OO V HH 


S 


— = 
0 


rr oO | UF ul Ot id 


TX 


Upon PSALM 119.68, 123 


ro it throughout all the Circle of its Motion; 
or that if z# moves round the Earth, it ma 

by its Figure, which is moſt apr for Motr- 
on, be the better enabled to walk his Rounds 
about the World, and fo viſit all his Foſter- 
Children, and refreſh them with his Light 
and Warmth as oft as their Neceſlitics re- 
quire. And then for his Situation in the 
World, what an exat Care hath the good 
Father of Beings taken to place him in {ſuch 
a convenient Diſtance as that he might nei- 
ther be to near us, nor 700 far from us ; 
both which would have been equally »-:/- 
chievous. For had he been advanced hizher 
in the Heavens, he would have left us con- 
tinually frozez and benighted ; had he been 
thruſt /ower, he would have perpetually 
ſcorched us with the 790 near Neighbour- 
hood of his Flames. But from that Orb 
wherein he is placed all his Aſpects on us 
are bexigne; and Thanksbe to agood God we 
neither want his Heat or Light, nor are we 
{ſcorched and dazled by it. For if God had 
not been very caref«l of the Publick Good he 
might as well havefixed the Sz in the Orv 
of the Mooz as where it now 1s, and then 
aSits Nearneſs to us would have turned the 
World into a Torrid Zoze, ſo itwould have 
run through the whole Zgaack in the ſpace 
of a Month, and conſequently the four _ 
ons, 
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ſons, viz. Winter and Summer, and Spring 
and Autums which do now fill up the Cir- 
cle of the Year, would have beenall thruit 
_— in four Weeks ; by means where= 
of asall /iving Creatures would have been 
very much prejudiced by the frequent Chan- 
ges of the Air, {© all Vegetation muſt have 
neceſfarily ceafed. For the Wimer Froſt 
mult haye Killed the Fruits of the Earth 
before ever the Savers Heat could have 
ripened them ; and the Fruits of the Earth 
being deſtroyed all /iving Creatures muſt 
have periſhed with Famine. Since then 
there are an nfinite Number of ather Places 
inthe Heavess wherein God could have fx+ 
ed the Sex if he had pleaſed, but none {0 
commodiaus for the World as that where it 
1s, What could move him to chooſe th 
aboye all others but only his great Care of 
the Welfare of his Creatures? Once more, 
If we conſider the Courſe of its Motion, 
how could it have been more exaQly or- 
dered than it is for the pyblick Benefit of the 


Inhabitants of the World? For whereas in 


it ſelf *'twas as apt to move 1n a drred# Line 
as in @ Circle, which if it had done, only 
one half of the Earth could have been warm- 
ed and enlightened by it, whilſt the arber 
had been covered with eterna/ Froſt and 
Darkneſs; the good God hath appointed hum 
| to 
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rorun abouttheG/obr, and that with ſomuch 
Swiftneſs; notwithſtanding he is fo vaſt a 
Body, that once in Twenty four Hours he 
brings Day into both the Hemiſpheres ; and 
whieteas had he always moved round in the 
fame middle Circle without ever ſwervitg 
either Sunthward of Northward, all thoſe vait 
Tracts of Earth that lie beyond the Polar 
Gittles would have been Wellnigh loft ina 
_—_— Winter, and conſequently their 
weetthed Tnhabirants condetnned to Farming 
aridCold; the good God hath chalked him our 
thoſe oblique Paths of the Zydrack, in which 
17 the Summer he travels towards the Nor- 
thers, and in the Winter towards the Sons 
thern Hemiſphere, and fo once a Year brings 
a warm Summer to them both. Thus God 
harh placed the Sa in the Heaven as his 
Almoger, and furniſhed him with all the Ad- 
varitages he is capable of to relieve the Ne- 
ceſſities of his Creatures; and every Mor=- 
nitig he viſits us from his bo»ntifal Maſter, 
and with his k:dly Influence ripens the 
Fruits of the Earth for us, and comforts us 
with the Warmth and Brightneſs of his 
Rays. And though he receives no Happi- 
neſs himſelf, yet is fo framed, and placed, 
and moved by the Father of Lights, that he 
abundantly adminiſters tothe Happineſs of 


others, 


Ard 
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And the ſame may be ſaid of the Moor, 
which is a kind of Depmuty-Swun to ſupply his 
Place in the Night, and by the moiſt 
Warmth it \diffuſes to promote the Gere- 
ration and Growth of all vegetable Beings. 
And that it may do this the more efe- 
Qtualiy its Motions are not confined, like 
the Sun's, within the 7 ropzcks; but in pity 
to thoſe poor Animals that dwell nearer to- 
wards the Poles the good God hath ſent her 
ſome degrees farther to viſit them in their 
lonz uncomfortable Nights and ſupply the 
Suns abſence fromthem, and temperate the 
Cold and Darkneſs that covers them, with 
the Warmth and Brightneſs of her Beams. 
And accordingly when the S4z goes South- 
ward ſhe draws nearer towards the Northern, 
when Northward, towards' the Southern 
Pole, as if ſhe pitied thoſe poor Regrons that 
are thus forſaken of the Sax, and ſo went 
i pre Charity to thoſe fatherleſs and be- 
widowed Animals that inhabit them, to ſup- 
ply his Abtence with her own w/cartous 
Light. But *would be endleſs to recite 
the 454 Commodities we receive from the 
other heavenly Bodies, and what infinite Care 
the good God hath taken fo to order and di- 
rect the Courſe of their Motion, as that 
choſe Beings that are capable of Happineſs 
might be molt benefited by them. 
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But then if from hence we deſcend into 
the Air, how proper a Medium is this fluid 
and traxſparent Element to convey to usthe 
Light and Influences of the heavezly Bodzes ? 
What a convenient Volary is it for feathered 
Animals? For being the moſt f{zid of all 
Bodies it eaſily gives Way to the Vibration 
of their Wings, and fo, that as that Azr 
that is under them bears them up ; ſo that 
which 1s before them is no Hindrance to 
their Motion. In a word, how zeceſſa- 
7 1s it to ſupply and refreſh the Spirits of 
all Animals in general, which if they did 
not ſuck. in ew Air almoſt every Moment 
would immediately be {uffocated. 

Again, if from the Ar we deſcend to the 
Earth, how hberally hath the good Godim- 


- pregnated its va# Womb with the Seeds 


and Principles of all thoſe Herbs, and Flow- 
ers, and Playxts, and Minerals that can be 
any ways Subſervient to the Happineſs of 
thoſe zumerous Animals wherewithall it is 
peopled ; infomuch that it is become a ge- 
neral Magazine of Proviſions not only tor 
the N eceſſities,but for the Delights of its In- 
habitants. 

Thus alfo the Sea, that va# Continent of 
Water, 1s fſo contrived by the Almighty 
Creator, that it not only adminiſters to the 
Suſtenance and Delight of its own Inhabi- 
rants, 
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tarts, but alſs to the Happineſs of all other 


Atiinials. For from its va# Treafury of 


Waters it ſends forth frnirful Streatns into 
af Parts of the Exrth through divets Holes 
that ate bored at convenient Diſtances, 
and forces them to climb - to the hers of 
Monntains, not ofily that rtidy be able 
to ruiti down avain with Eale, bor alfo ts 
catry thernfelves to fuch Heights after- 
Wards as the Neceffities of Men and Beaſts 
Fats) requite ; ſo that evett oh moſt 1n-lazd 
Parrs of the Earth are ade Pri 7 tirful iy 
their Moiſtures, and all their 74/ 

bitants are watetred and vehet b 

Beſides w_ it is alſo moſt highf/ Ws 
for Navigation, whereby the remoreſt Parts 
of the Work Merry an eafie Correſpon- 


dence, arid do miutoally change the Corti 


modities of Life with one onothey. Laſtly, 
if we confidet the Fire, what a moſt 4/ Ye 
Servant Hath tlie great "Creat6? rene 
to Mankind? For by this we do not viity 
fupply the Abferice of Summer, but doalls 
Prepate all our Food, ahd rehdet ir wholſome 
and pleaſant,and tnoſt ſucceſsfully ſerve out 
ſelves in all Arts and Manufattares, 
Thus I have briefly touctied tpon all the 
viſible Creation of /24nimate Beings, and 
thewn you how careful the great and good 
Creator hath been to improve ther _ 
the 
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the.urmoſt to the Happineſs of his az:mated 
Creatures, that ſo there might no zeceſſary 
Supply be wanting to compleat thoſe ſeve- 
ral Degrees of Happineſs for all Beings in 
the World, and none might be »#//erable 
but ſuch as chooſe to be ſo. What a ole 
Inſtance is this therefore of. the immerſe 
Goodneſs of God in this Work of Creation, 


| that he hath made all Beings that are zzca- 


pable of Happineſs to minitter as much as 
they are able tothoſe that are capable of it, 
and thereby ſpread his Table with an zzfi- 
zite variety not only of Neceſlaries, but of 
Delicacies to treat and entertain all his ſezſi- 
zive Creation ? Who can ſuſpett his Good- 
neſs, when the Heawvers and all the Elements 
do ſo loudly proclaim it, by their being {o 
contrived and ordered by his Wiſdom, as 
to do the utmoſt Good they are able tothoſe 
Things that haveanyCapacity of Happineſs? 
2ly, Another Inſtance of his doing good 

in this great Work of his Creation 1s his 
g1ving atual Exiſtence to ſuch innumerable 
Kinds of Being that are capable of Happi- 
neſs. Were we but able to ſurvey the 
whole Scale of Beings from the /oweit of ſerr- 
ſitive to. the higheſt of rational, we ſhould 
doubtleſs find in it ſuch an 7z»zamerable Com- 
pany of Rounds as all our Arithmetick could 
never be able to compute, For we ſee that. 
K even 
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even thi Earth, which is but a very /ittle 
Spot of the World, contains in it {uch a 
proaigious Army of diſtini# Kinds of ſenſitive 
Beings as all the Hiſtories of Animals were 
never able to muſter; and could we but 
reckon down from Man, to the lowe## Mite 
of animated Matter that the Earth and Sea 
contains, we ſhould find that even here 
there are ſo many Kinds of Beings as are 
capable at leaſt of ſome _ of Happi- 
neſs, as would give us Cauſe enough to ad- 
mire and adore the i»fizite Fecundity of the 
divine Goodneſs. And is it likely that this 
Earth, which is but the Sink of the World, 
ſhould be the only inhabirable Part of it ? 
That ſince the Almizhty hath ſo well ſtock- 
ed this /zttle Inclofure, he ſhould for ever 
leave deſolate of Inhabitants all thoſe zm- 
menſe Trafts of pure ther in which the 
Planets and Fixed Stars do ſwim? That 
when he hath ſo thronged this dark Cellar 
with living Creatures, he ſhould make no 
Uſe at all of thoſe vaſt and glorious Rooms, 
but let them ſtand empty for ever, as if he 
had erected them only for Pomp and Shew, 
without any Deſign to people thetn with 
ſuch zoble Inhabitants As = are capable to 
receive ? Well then, let us but ſuppoſe, as 


we may very fairly do, thatthe other Parts 
of the Worls 


d are ftock'd with /iving Crea- 
tures 
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tures but in the ſame proportion with hz, 
and then what an i/»»amerable Drove of 4:- 
/tintt-kinds of Bings will the Whole conſiſt 
of? And indeed conſidering what finite 
Degrees of Being are within the Sphere of 
God's Ommnipotence, and how ſuitable it is to 
his GoodneFin his Productions to reach the 
utmoſt} J.imits of Poſſibility, it ſeems no 
way «preaſonable to believe that he hath 
given attual Exiſtencetoall poſſeble Kinds of 
Beings that are capable of Life and Happi- 
neſs, and can without any Prejudice either 
to themſelves or Neighbours be contained 
within the Compaſs and immenſfity of the 
World ; and conſequently that he hath not 
only filled with /:v:izg Creatures the Earth 
and Air and Sea, bur, if it be poſſible, all 
the Capacities of an mmenſe and infinite 
Space. But whether this be ſo or no, it is 
an abundant Evidence of the Goodneſs of 
God, that he hath created ſuch i7numerable 
Kinds of Lvinos Creatures, the meaneit of 
which are capable of ſome Degree of Happi- 
neſs. For unleſs we will aſſert one of the 
teſt Abſurditjes in our moderz Philoſophy, 
hat all ſexſitive Animals are nothing but 
meer Machins, and conſequently have no 
Senſe or Perception in them ; we mult allow 
them all,evento the /-alle# Inſet, a Capaci- 
ty of ſome Degree of Happineſs. For what- 
K 2 {oever 
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ſoever hath Senſe is \fſouſite of Pleaſure, and 
whatſoever is ſenſible of Pleaſure is capable of 
Happineſs ; and he that made ſo many Be- 
ings capable of Happineſs, to be ſure never 
intended that their Capacities ſhould be in 
vain. Behold then the va#. Deſign and 
Project of -the divize Goodneſs that would 
let nothing lie buried in the Abyſs of Noz-en- 
zity, Whoſe Idea included buta Poſſibility of 
being happy, and hath given a&##al Exiſtence 
unto all kinds of Beings, even the moſt z- 
conſiderable Animals, for whichit was better 
to be than not to be; that at leaſt hath 
raiſed upan iznumerable Company of Beings 
into a Capacity of being happy, and made 
ſuch ample Proviſion toſupply their Natures 
with all the Degrees of Happineſs that they 
are _—_ of! For 
zaly, Another Inſtance of his doing good in 
this great Work of Creation is his furniſhing 
all theſe Beings with ſufficient Meansand A- 
bilities to obtain the utmoſt Happineſs that 
they are capable of. For Thavealready ſhewn 
you, that God hathſo made and ordered the 
zn4animate World that it adminiſters ſufficient 
Matter of Happineſs untoall ſexſitzve Beings; 
that the Heavens and the Elements by the 
Ordination of God do all conſpire together 
tocontribute to our Happineſs, to warmand 
refreſh us, to feed and cloath us, and to _- 
er 
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der our Lives, not _ /pporiand, but plea- 
ſant and delightful. And of this vaſt Contribu- 
tion every Animal, even the molt minute, 
hathits Share; ſo that now they can want 
nothing that is xeceſſary to their Happineſs, 
but only an Ability to uſe and apply the /-- 
beral Proviſions that God hath made for 
them; and this hehathalſo moſt graciouſly 
furniſhed them with, Forinall Brate Crea- 
tures God hath implanted a zataural Inſtintt 
by which they are ſtrongly inclined to that 
which is gooa for them, and as — 

0 


= . - . O 
averſe to what is hartful and injuriows ; 


that by their very Natures hehath impelled 
them to make Ule of thoſe Proviſions which 
he hath made for their Happineſs; and he 
hath alſo furniſhed them with a zataral Sa- 
oacity to provide again{t Want, and with 
fitting Inſtruments of Senſe to reliſhand en- 
joy the ſeveral Pleaſures which hehath pre- 
pared to entertain them : All which he 
hath done to thatva# Advantage, that 'tis 
impoſſible for hwmane Wiſdom to ſay how | 
any one Kind of Azimels could have been 
more exaQly framed for the enjoyment of 
ſuch a Happineſs, as is proper to its Nature, 
But then for us Men that are capable of 
much more than a meer ſexſitive Happi- 
neſs, he hathnot only prepared ſuch a Hap- 
pineſs as 15 proportionable to our ME” 
: ut 
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but hath alſo implanted im- our Natures 
fall Ability to obtain'it. Foras for our ſex- 
ſitive Happineſs, there 1s fefficient Proviſion 
made for it in the common Store-houſe of 
Nature, and by the Induſtry and the good 
Uſe of our Reaſon we may ordinarily ſecure 
our ſelves, if we pleaſe, trom the Want of 
whatſoever is zeceſſary thereunto; for a 
very little of theſe ſenſitrve Enjoyments is 
enough to make a wiſe Man happy, and we 
want no boaily Organs or Senſories to re- 
liſh any of thoſe Pleaſures of which our ſex- 
fitrve Happineſs 15 compoſed. And then 
for our ſupreme Happineſs, as we are reaſon- 
able Beings, God by giving us Reaſon, and 
Underſtanding, and Freedom of Choice , 
hath furniſhed us with ſuffciext Ability 
to obtain it. For our Happineſs,as we are 
reaſonable Creatures,conlifts in the moſt per- 
feet Exerciſe of our noble# Faculties, viz. 
our Under/tzmaing and our Will ; and there 
is no Object m Nature about which theſe 
Faculties can be perteCtly exercifed but on- 
ly God, who 1s the Fountain of all Truth 
and Goodneſs ; and conſequently our Hap- 
pineſsas Men muſt conſiſt mthe Enjoyment 
of God, that is, in knowing, and loving, and 
reſembling him for ever. And in order to 
our obtaming of this, God hath furniſhed us 
with Underſtanding, by the good Improve» 
ment 


"UpmPSALM 119. 68, 135 


ment of which we may eaſily arrive to the 
Knowledge of him ; for he hath placed us 
ſo advantagiouſly in Being, that, as from a 
convenient Station 1n a xoble Theater, we 
are able to contemplate the admirable 
Schemes of thoſe magnificent Works which 
God hath ſet round about us; and from the 
Vafineſs of the whole Srrutture,the Variety of 
its Parts, and the beautiful Order which ap- 
pears in their admirable Connettion, wecan 
ealily infer, that ſuch a xoble Produttion 
muſt needs be owing to an Almighty Skill 
and Goodneſs. And then ſuch is the Frame 
of our Natures, that we eaſily love that 
which we know to be lovely, and conſe- 
quently if we arenot prejudiced by prerer- 
nataral Taits, that which we behold of 
God mis Works wil imprint ſuch an amz- 
able Notion of him in our Minds, as will al- 
moſt neceſſarily engage us to love him ; 
and then our Love will provoke us to 1;- 
tate thoſe Beauties for which we love him, 
we being naturally ambitzozs of tranſcribing 


thoſe PerfeCtions into our ſelves which we 


love and adnure in azother; and then by 
imuating him, we ſhall by Degrees be 
moulded intolis Likeneſsand Reſemblance; 
for Arts will beget Irzclinations, Inclinations 
will grow into Habzrs, and Habits will be- 
come our Nature. So that you ſee God 

K 4 hath 
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hath implanted an Ability of kzowing and 
loving and reſembling himſelf in the wy 
Frame and. Structure of our Natures ; theſe 
Things we are as capable of as of any Thing 
whatſoever that is rational and” manly : 
we are as capable of knowing God, as. of 
knowing any Thing that is kzowable ; as 
capable of loving hum, as of loving any 
Thing that is amable; as capable of reſem- 
bling him, as of imitating any Thing that 
is iitable; and theſe are the oble#t and 
moſt eſſextial Parts of the Happineis of a 
rational Nature, Now what an «ndentiable 
Inſtance is this of the Goodneſs of God, that 
he hath not only made ſo many Kinds of 
Beings capable of ſo many different Degrees 
of Happineſs, but that he hath furniſhed 
them all with ſuch abundant Means and 
Abilities to obtain it ? O bleſſed God, what 
Heart can be fo ſtupid and 7»ſerſible as not 
roadmireand adorethy exuberant Goodneſs, 
which hath thus extended it ſelf to the ar- 
0# Borders of Extity, and bleſſed with its 
overflowing Streams ſuch an infinite Number 
of Beings ! What Tongue'is able ſufficient- 
ly to praiſe and extol thy Benignity, that 
out of thine own immenſe Fulneſs haſt ſup- 
plied ſuch a v4#t Creation with ſuch Capa- 
cities, and ſuch Means, and ſuch Abilities 
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4thly. And Laſtly, Another Inſtance of 
his doing good in this grear Work of Creati- 
on, is his implanting a zataral Inclination of 
doing, good to others in all thoſe Beings that 
are capable of Happineſs. ' For it being tus 
Deſign to propagate this Sort:of Beings by 
way of Generation to the End of the 
World, he hath implanted in all Parents, 
as well ſenſitive as rational, a natural Love 
and Good-will to their Of-ſpring, and that 
to ſuch a Degreeas we ſee the' molt #/morous 
and helpleſs Creatures are not only very i- 
daſtrious to nurſe and cheriſh them, but 
very couragious in their Defence and Pre- 
ſervation, which is a:great Inſtance of the 
indulgent Care which the great Father of 
Beings hathof all his Children, that he hath 
commited- them in their Infancy to ſuch 
tender Nurſes that will be ſure to take Care 
to make Proviſion for them when they are 
not able to provide for themſelves; that he 
hath not truſted them to. the Compaſſion 
and good Nature of other Beings to be main- 
tained by 'the Alms, and free Benevolence 
of their fellow Creatures, but hath taken 
Security for their /ibera! Nurture and Edu- 
cation from the very Nature and no# 
Bowels of their Parents; who were fo 
framed that they cannot chooſe but make 
Proviſion for them if they are able, with» 
| out 
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out doing the greare# Outrage tothemſelves, 
and ftifling _ of the rome Inclinations 
oftheir Natures ; which inclinationof nat«- 
741 Parents doth therefore loudly proclaim 
the infinite Goodnels of the great Parent of 
all Things to his Chluldren ; becauſe there 
can be no other Reaſon affigned why he 
ſhould implant rb: Inclination in our Na- 
tures, but becauſe he Ioved us, and was 
therdfore reſolved to take the moſt effeciual 
Courſe that Care might be taken of us, 
when we were not capable totake Care for 
our ſelves. And canwe think that the /«- 
preme Father, who hath implanted in all »a- 
tural Parents ſuch a meceſſary Tnclination to 
do good to their Children, ſhould be forger- 
fat and regardleſs of his own OfF-iprieg © He 
that planted the Eye, ſhallnot he ſee? And 
- he that gave the Ear, ſhall nat he hear ? 
And by thefame Reaſon, he that hath o 
ſtrongly inclined our Natures to the Love 
of our Oft-ſpring, ſhall not he love bs ows ? 
Shall not his Nature be as firong]y inclined 
todo good tothem ? For the whole Creati- 
on being nothing elſe but the Experian or 
Spreading forth of the divine $1mplicity and 
Feriettion, all Creatures do: more property 
belong to God than Families or Attions do 
tothe Principles from whence they flow ; 
ſo that we areas it were Fleſh of his Fleſh,and 
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Bone of his Bone ; and »o Man, faith the A- 
poltle, haterh his own Fleſb, but rather nouriſh- 
2s and cheriſhes it : And if Man doth not, 
can we imagmn that God doth ? For as for 
Man, we ſee the more perfett he is, and the 
mote faitable to his Nature heaQts, the more 
he is inchned to do good, and-that not only 
to his own but to all others that are within 
the Sphere of his Beneficence. He findsin 
himſelf ſacha arfuſive and all-ſpreading Prin- 
Ciple of Love as renders him an entverſal 
Friend and BenefaGor tothe World, and 
makes him ſympathize in the Happineſs and 
Miſery of all Beings ; and tlis 6rave Tem- 
per of Mind is donbtleſs one of the h:gheft 
PerfeCtions that the Soul of Man is capable 
of. Since therefore originally we came no 
otherwe to the Knowledge of God's Per- 
fections than as we found themcopyed out 
and tranſcribed into our own Natures, how 
can we imagin that God ſhould not be in- 
clined to #xiverſal Love and Beneficence, 
when we acknowledge it a PerfeCtion in 
our ſelves to be 10? Can there be any Per- 
fection 11 us that isnot in God in the utmoZt 
Degree of Poſhbility ? And therefore if the 
Inclination to do good be a Perfeftion 10 us, 
it muſt needs be in God in all thepofible De - 
grees that an 7Tfinrre Nature 1s capable of ; 
and fince he hath ſoframed all reaſonable Na- 
tures, 
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tures, that #niver/al Love and Proneneſs to 
dogood is one of theirgreateſt Perfe&tions and 
Accompliſhments, we may be ſure that his 
own, Which is the great Standard and Pat- 
tern of all reaſonable Natures, is infinitely 
loving and prone todogood. And thus you 
ſee what mighty ananſwerable Inſtances 
there are of + Goodneſs of God in the 
Works of his Creation. | 
Wherefore to conclude this Argument ; 
From hence weſee what mizhty Obligations 
we are under to ſerve ed obey, {ſo far as 
we are able, the great and good Author of 
our Beings, whotath not only created us, 
but created us in a va## Capacity of Happi- 
neſs, and furniſhed us with lalfo ew Means 
and Abilities to attain it, Wherefore ſince, 
all our Powers and Abilities are from him, 
we are bound in Juſtice to imploy them in 
tus Service ; and ſince by giving us thoſe 
Abilities he hath done us ſo much good, and 
rendred us capableof ſuch immenſe degrees of 
Happineſs, weare qbliged in Gratitude not 
to imploy them in doing any Thing that is 
any ways diſpleaſing or diſhonourable to 
him. For what can be more ju# or re- 
ſonable than that God ſhould have the Uſe 
of thoſe Powers which he gave us, and in 
which he ſtill retains an axalzenable Right 
and Property? That the Temples wn | be | 
ds ath 
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hath built ſhould be forever dedicated to his 
Service, and not turned into Dezs of Thiews, 
or made Stables of Filth and Uncleanneſs. So 
that for us to withdraw our ſelves from lus 
Service, or to imploy our Powers to any 
wicked Purpoſes, is to commit a Robbery up- 
on the Author of our Beings, and moſt un- 
juſtly to deſſeiſe him of his own Goods, where- 
in he hath afar more abſolute Propriety than 
we pretend to have in the Cloths on our 
Backs: And in.every bad Aftion we do, 
ſteal Gods own Powers and Faculties from 
him, and with extreme Injuſtice imploy 
them againſt himſelf. Now what a 0-- 
firous Thing 1s it that we, who think our 
ſelves ſo highly aftronted, when any one 
charges us with Robbery and Injuſtice, 
{hould make no more Conſcience of rob- 
bing God, and aliexating from him thoſe 
Faculties and Powers of Aion, in which 
he hath a far moreardoubrted Propriety than 
any Creature can have in any Good it en- 
joys; but when he hath been ſo good a 
Creator to us as to create in us ſuch an a- 
ple Capacity of being happy, and furniſhed 
us with ſuch 4bazdant Means and Abilities 
of attaining thereunto, then to e/ozgzze our 
{elvesfrom his Service, and to pervert thoſe 
Powers of Action to ſinful Purpoſes by 
which he hath enabled us to be happy; 1s 

not 
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not only anju#, but barbarouſly ungrate-. 


ful. For now 1n finning againit God we 
fight againſthim with hi own Mercies, and 
arm the Eftes of his Bounty againſt his 
Sovereignty; and as if we were reſolved to 
vn 0s” ſelves upon him for making us 
ſozooq, and raiſing us up into ſuch an exce/- 
lent State of Nature , we ſhamefully dif- 
honour him with his owe Bleſſings, and 
take all Advantages we can to grieve and 
offend him from the very Means and Abi- 
lities which he hath given us to be happy. 
He gaveus Reaſox and Under flauding to dif- 
cern what is good for our ſelves, and Liber- 
ty of Will to chooſe and imbrace it; and we 
like «ngrateful Wretches imploy that Reaſo 
and Liberty in contriving and chooſing the 
highezt Treaſon againſt him. He gave us 
Powers and Abilities of Attion, that ſo we 
might not only diſcern and chooſe what is 
be#t for us, but might alſo purſue and ob- 
tain it ; but we like baſe Caitifls exert thoſe 
Abilities in grievingand offending, our moſt 
gracious Benefattor. Wherefore be aſtoniſh- 
ed O ye Heavens, and behorribly affraid 0 
all ye Works of God ! For whulſt you are all 
obedient to the Laws of your Maker, and 
never ſwerve from thoſe Lines of Motion 
ke hath preſcribed you ; we, whom hehath 
advanced into the highe#t Claſs of Beings 

an 
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and endowed with the /arge#t Capacities 
and Abilities of being happy, are become fo 
baſe and ſo ſhameleſs as to injure him with 
his own Gifts, and to convert his very Blefſ- 
ſings into Weapons of Rebellion againſt 
him. Wherefore unleſs we are ambitions 
of rendring our ſelves the moſt abſolute 
Monſters both of Injuſtice and Ingratitude, 
unleſs we have a Fancy to aſpire to a Per- 
fetion in Baſeneſs, and to rival the Devils 
themſelves in the moſt infamous and ign0- 
minious Degrees of Wickedneſs ; let us im- 
ploy all our Faculties and Abilities for A- 
ction inthe Service of him from whom we 
received them, and exerciſe his Gifts 1 a 
= 70g Acknowledgment of his Good- 
nels. 
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T hou art good, .and thou doſt good. 


Topicks from whence I intended to 

demonſtrate the Goodneſs of God, viz. 
-—_ his Nature, and the Works of his Crea- 
tion; of the Firit of which I diſcourſed, up- 
on the former Part of the Words: Thou art 
good, Of the Second upon the /ater ; Thou 
ao good. But now becauſe the Dozrgs, or 
Operations of God include his Providence as 
well as his Creatzoz, 'and God doth good in 
that as well as in this; no doubt but the 
P/almizt in theſe Words had a reſpect to 
the oze as well as the other. 

I proceed therefore to the Third Topick, 
from whence it doth moſt evidently appear, 
and that is his Providence, Thou doit good, 
1, e. thou doſt good in the great Works of 
thy. Providence, and thereby thou doſt ma- 


J Have already handled two of thoſe four 


nijeſt the Goodneſs of thy Nature, in that _ 
as thou didſt create a World to great and 


2004 Purpoſes, ſo thou doſt {till continue to 
do good to it in wpholding and governing it 
by a moſt gracious Providence, Now 1n the 

: Man- 
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Managment of this Argument I' ſhall do 
theſe two things. 

1. Give you ſome gexeral and comprehen- 
ſve Inſtances of Gods doing good in the 
Works of his Providence. 

2. That though there may be ſome 
Things in the World thatto usſeem to 
bevery land hartful, yet it is infinite- 
ly anreaſonable for us to ſuſpet the 
Goodnefs and Beneficence of the 4;vine 
Providence. $6630 

Firſt, T ſhall give you ſome gezeral and 

comprehenſive Tnſtances of Gods doing good 
in the Works of his Providence; and they 
are theſe Four, | | 

1: His «pholding Things in that good 
Courſe and Order wherein-he firit cre- 
ated them, excepting only when the 

publick Good of his Creatures requires 
him to interpoſe. 

2. His continuing Mankind under an aw«: 
fal ſenſe of Religion, notwithitanding 
thegreat Degeneraciesof human Nature. 

3. His ſupporting of Government in the 
World, notwithſtanding the w2olext 
Tendency of our corrupt Nature to 
Anarchy and Confuſion. | 

4. His contributing to the TInventionand 

| Improvement of all thoſe «/eful Arts 
and Sciences that are in the os” 
L i, Hhs 
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_ I, His «pholding Things in that good 
Courſe and Order wherein he firſt created 
them, excepting only whenthe publick Good 
of his Creatures requires ham to interpoſe. 
That that Order and Courſe. of Things 
which God kirft eftabliſhed in his Creation 
was exceeding. goo and beneficial to it, I 
have proved at large in my former Dil- 
courſe ; and that God ftill contigues the 
{ame good WUl to: us. 45 apparent, fince he 
{ti]l continues things in the ſame bexeficial 
Courſe and Order wherein he firſt created 
them. For weſcethe Heaven andthe Ele- 
ments {till as kind: to us as ever; the Sup, 
Moonand Stars do ſtill runthe-ſame Courſes, 
and ſtill they cheriſh and refreſh us with 
the ame benign Influences ; and thoughtfcr 
ſox Thouſand years together they bave been 
perpetually- viſting vs, and ſpending the 
liberal Alms of their great- Creator upon us, 
yet to. this Day: they' are neither. wearted, 


_ nor exhauſted ; but ftill- contigne to do us 


good with theſameFreedom: and V igour as 
when they fr/#-danced round: the, World, 
and {ang together tor- Joy. The: F*xe, and 
Air and: Earth and Water axe. ill as. liberal 
to us as ever, and do ſupply. us. with. the 
ſame Neceſlaries. of Life as:they: dic} from 
the firſt Momentofitheir: Being ; apdthough 
tor 10 ##4ny Ages we: and: inmumeralle. m 
Ar * ni- 
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mals have been liberally maintained out 
of theſe vaf Store-houſes of Nature, yet 


" ſtill we find them repleniſhed with an 2-- 


exhauſtible PFulneſs. So that {till not only 
the Earth, but all the other Elements are 
fall of the Goodneſs of the Lord; yea, and 
though 1n their Qualities they are TY cons 
trary to one another, yet are their Animoſi- 
ties {ſo tempered by the grac/oxs Providence 
of Heaven, that.they all live together hke 
Brethrea in unity, and the Dryneſs of this 
dririks notup the Morſture of that, nor doth 
the Cold of the oze quench the Heat of the 
other, The Fire invades not the Ar, nor 
the Water the Earth , but every one keeps 
within its proper Bounds ; and though in 
ſundry Places the Water be above the Earth, 
yet contrary toits own Nature which 1s to 
flow andexpatiate itſelf, it doth only over- 
look its Banks, but doth not overflow them, 
being bounded by that merciful Providence, 
which in were Pity to the Inhabitants of 
the Earth,ſfays to its proud Waves, hitherto 
ſhall ye go, and no further, So that in ſhort 
the Continuation of the regalar Motions of 
the Heavens, of the Viciſſitudes of Seaſors, 
and alternate Mutation of Bodies, of the 
ſafety of the whole Vnzverſe, notwithſtand- 
ing the rade Claſhings of turbulent Matter, 
and of the exad? Symmetry of all the __ 
K 0 
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of it in Deſpite of the frequext Rencounters 
of ſo many contrary Principles, ſhews not 
only the Power and Preſence of ſome great 
Mind, but is alſo a plain Evidence of the 
Continuation of his Care and good Will to - 
the World. And as hehath continued the 
inanimate World in that moſt excellent 
Courſe and Order wherein he firſt created 
it, ſo he hath ſtill preſerved all thoſe 7»«- 
merable Species of Animals which he firſt 
oaveBeingto; ſothatin ſo many Ages and 
among ſo many Chances there 1s not oe 
Kind of them hath either failed, or periſh- 
ed, or become /eſs capable of Happineſs, or 
leſs furniſhed with Means and Abilities of 
obtaining it. So that his Providence is no- 
thing el but a conſtant Repetition of the 
Goodnels of his Creation; and all the Dit- 
ference between them 1s only this, that in 
the oze he made all Things Good, in the 
other he continues them ſo. ?Tis true, God 
hath left himſelf at Liberty when Occaſion 
requires immediately to interpoſe in the 
Courſe of Nature, and to vary from the 
Order of his Creation. And indeed unleſs 
he had done ſo, he would in a great Mea- 
ſure have tyed up his own Hands, and :- 
capacitated jumielft from Governing the 
World; but yet he never makes Uſe of 
tius Liberty but for very good Barron, to 
erve 
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ſerve ſome very great and excellent End of 
his Government; either to puniſh ſome 
notorious Sinner, or ſome very ſinful Peo- 
ple, that fo by their Example 9:hers may 
be warned from treading in their Footſteps; 
or to deliver or preſerve ſome eminently 
virtuous Perſon, or Nation , that thereby 
others may be incouraged to imitate and 
tranſcribe their Virtues ; or laſtly, to con- 
firm and ratify by ſome miraculous Effects 
ſome zeceſſary Revelations ofhis Will to the 
World : Unleſs, I fay, it be to ſerve ſome 
ſuch excellent Ends as theſe, he never inter- 
poſes by his abſolute Power to make the 
leaſt Interruption in the eſtabliſhed Courſe 
and Order of the Univerſe. And as ſoon as 
ever he hathobtained the good Ends that he 
aims at, he withdraws his Hand, and im- 
mediately remits Things to their primitive 
Courſe and Order. So that if Gods Crea- 
tion be good, asT havelargely proved it is, 
his Providence muſt needs be ſo too ; be- 
cauſe it continues the Courſe and Order of 
the Creation, and never interrupts, or va- 
ries it, unleſs 1t be todo ſomegress Good to 
the World. Thus God in his Providence 
doth continually ſpread forth the mighty 
Wings of his Goodneſs over all his Creati- 
on, and thereby reaches out Perſeverance 
to the Being and the Happineſs of every 
Creature, L 3 2, Ano- 
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2. Another Inſtance of his doing good in 
this grear Work of his Providence 1s Is con- 
tinuins Mankind under an awful Senſe of 
Religion notwithſtanding the great Dege- 


 neracies of haman Nature. It is very ſtrange 


to conſider how this heavenly Spark hath 
been kept alive in the midſt of ſuch a vaſt 
Ocean of Impiety as hath over-ſpread the 
World ; for conſidering into what 1o-- 
ffrous Barbariſm Mankind have immerfed 
themſelves, how miſerably they have de- 
taced their own Nature, and blotted out 
their Reaſon ; infomuch that in ſeveral A- 
ges and F proce Parts of the World they 
have had ſcarce any other Remains of H#- 
»anity in them, but only their Language 
and their Shape : I fay, confidering theſe 
Things,it 1s impoſſible but all Senſe of Re- 
{i910 muſt long &re now have been ex- 
tinguiſhed in us, had not the divine Pro- 
vidence from Time to Time been exceed- 
ng careful to cheriſh and revive it : And 
this it hath done by very ſtrange and extra- 
ordinary Methods; ſometimes by inflicting 
ffrange and amazing Judgments upon great 
and zotorions Offenders ; ſometimes by 
ſhowering down miracylous Bleſſings and 
Deliverances upon virtuous and good Men ; 


ſometimes by raiſing up eminent Examples 


and Preachers of Rightcouſneſs , fuch as 


the 
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the Patridrchs amoriog the Jews, and the Phi- 
lofophers among the Gentiles, fometitries by 
makins immediate Revelationsfrom Heaven, 
and confirrhing the Truthof them by mira- 
calousFeAs; and ſometimes by permitting 
evil Spirits toappear to poſſeſsthe Bodies of 
ther Enthuſiaſts, and to deliver Oracles by 

them; which though it ſometimes tended to 

promote falſe Religions among Mankind, 

yet did always prove 7»ſtrumental to cheriſh 

and enhven <Senſe and Beliefofa Divinity, 
By theſeand ſuchlike powerful Methods hath 
thegoodProvidence of Hexver from time to 

time revivedirrus the dying Senſe of Religion, 
and'in Deſpite of oar /etves continually kept 
us under its Awand Reſtraints; which if it 

had'not done, we ſhould have immediately 

runheadlonginto the moſt deplorable Confu- 
fions ind Diforders. For not oy Fre eternal, 
but our 7e-poral Intereſt too 1s bound up in 
Relizion ; for thiis is theFoundation ofall h- 
mar Society, and ofall the Bleſſings that re- 
doundfromvit; tis th4 that gives Lifeand Se- 
curity to all thoſe PatFs and Coverazzts by 
which Menare linkedto oz another, aiid in- 
corporated intoregwlat Societies, Foritonce 
Men wereabandoned ofall Senſe of Re1;z707 
they would own 'no other Taw bur: that of 
therr own Tatereſt, andefteem themielvesno 
longer obliged by their Oarhs and Covenants 
L 4. than 


152 The Fourth Diſcourſe, 


than*tis their Intereſt to keep them; and he 
that thinks himſelf bound to be honeſt no 
longer than he needs muſt, will by the ſame 
Principle be obliged to hea Kyaveas ſoon as 
he can.So that if once Men could Gulingage 
themſelves from the Senſe of Religionand the 
Tyes of Conſcience, all thoſe Pads and Co- 
wenants, Which are the Cement of Society, 
would preſently be diſſolved and rendred 
inſignificant ; for what will it ſignify for 
Mea to take Oaths and Covenants of Fideli- 
ty to any Soczety, ſince whether they take 
themor no,they will be faithful ſo long and 
no longer than *tis their Intereſt to be ſo 
And this vita/ Cement that unites us bein 

diſſolved, our Society will ſoon disband of 
its own Accord, and we, like the Parts of . 
a dead Body haying loſt the Soul that united 
and held us together, ſhall immediately diſ- 
perſe owr ſetves and fly abroad into Atoms, 
and out of an eternal Diſtruſt- and Diffi- 
dence of oze another, haying no Religion or 
Conſcience to ſecure each others Honeity, 
{ſhall be forced ta withdraw like other 
Beaſts of Prey into Dens and ſecret Retire- 
ments, and there hve poor and ſolitary, as 
Bats and Owls, and ſubliſt like Vermin by 
robbing and filching fram one another, 
And in this deplorable Condition we ſhould 
be forced to wander about the World mo 
an 
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and deſtitute both of all the mutual Aids and 
Afſiftances of each other, and of all the bef- 
ſed Hopes and ſupports of Religion, which 
are the only Comforts and Refreſhments | 
that in ſuch a calamitous State our wretched 
Natures would be capable of. So that with- 
out the Senſe of Religion we ſhould be of 
all Creatures the moſt wretched and miſerable. 
And this the good God foreſaw very well, 
which made fim ſo careful to :nfpire us 
with an awful Senſe of Religion ; and when 
through the Degeneracy of our Nature it 
was in ſo much Danger of being utterly 
extinguiſhed, to awaken and revive it a- 
gain from Time to Time by the wiſe and 
gracious Methods of his Providence, that 
{o wemight live happily hereas well as here- 
after,by enjoying the Bleſſings of each others 
Society , and the continual Supports and 
Comforts of Religio : For it is to him that 
we owe our Senſe of Religion, and *tis to 
our Senſe of Religion that we owe all the 
Conveniencies and Comforts of our Lives. 
How much Reaſon therefore have we to 
admire and adore the good Providence of 
God, that hath taken ſo much Care of us; 
that would notſuffer us to make our ſelves 
the molt wretchedand miſerable of all Beings; 
that hath been ſo vig:lapt to rouze and-a- 
wake us when we were nodding into a /e- 
| thargict 
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thargick Stupidity, and fleeping away all 
the  lapplnck and Comfort of our Lives; 
in a word, that hath kept Reliz:0z alive un 
us in Deſpight of all our Attempts to ex- 
tinguiſh it, and would not ſuffer us to de- 
ſtroy the Foundation of our owa Happineſs ! 

zaly. Another Inſtance of the Goodreſs ob 
God's Providence to us,.is his ſupporting of 
Government in the World, notwith{tand- 
mg the violext Tendency of our corrupt Na- 
tures to Azarchy and Confnufion. If were- 
fle& but a little upon the depraved Natures 
of Men, what a»governable Paſſions they 
carry about with them, how ſick they areof 
every Yoak, and how impatient of every 
Reſtraint; how greedily they covet an ax- 
bounded Liberty,, and how much the great- 
et Part of Men areof this violent Temper; 
it will afford: us matter of fafficient. Aftonithe 
ment to think how Government and good 
Order could be ſo long prefervebas it hath 
been among {uct a fort of wild and extravas 
gant Creatures; eſpecially conſidering, how 
much more ze0x- the! governed Party 
is than the Goverzing, and how: apt the 
Government it felt 1s to be rendred. odrows 
by :// Management,by the Tyranny and'Op- 
preſſion of thoſe that fit at the Stern,. and 
the perpetual Factions and aroſs Humoursand 
Intereits of the »ferior. Miniſters of State : 
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T fay, conſidering all theſe Things, *tis a 
Wonder how the Ship of Government 
ſhould hve ſo long as it hath fayled in the 
midſt of ſuch Tempeſts and HHarricaxes ; 
and doubtleſs long ere now it muſt have 
been ſwallowed upin Azarchyand Confuſion 
had it not been guarded by the Providence 
of that God, who, as the Pſalm! tells us; 
ſtills the noiſe of the Seas, and the noiſe of their 
Waves, and the tumult of the People, Pſalm 
Ixv. 5. And how much his Providexce hath 
been concerned in fecuring of Government 
in the World, is evident from the Care it 
hath taken tokeep Men underan anful ſenſe 
of Religion, which is the 974iz Foundation 
upon which Government leans, and with- 
out which it muſt neceffarily ſink into Ruin 
and Confufion ; for, together with Religioz 
away goall Principkes of Loyalty; and when 
theſe are alt gone, their Obedience to Go- 
yernment will wholly depend upon their 
Intereſt, and confequently whentoever it is 
their Intereftto rebel, they have zo Obliga- 
tion at all to reſtrain them. And as Provi- 


dence hath been very carecfut to, ſecure-the 


m1in Foundations of Government,fo it hath 
been no leſs careful to. infatuate the Coun- 
cels,and bring to light the dart Contrivances, 
and baffle the open Attempts of thoſe thax 
have ſought to undermine it ; and this in 
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{ſuch a remarkable manner, that all the World 
hath taken peculiar Notice, and all FH:ſto- 
7:1es abound with iz»umerous Inſtances of it. 
And in all the Riſes and Falls of the Em- 
pires of the World therehath ever been ob- 
ſerved a moſt afoziſhing Concurrenceeither 
of ſuch Wee or «happy Accidents, as have 
very much furthered their approaching Fates ; 
whuch is a zotorious Evidence how much 
God is concerned in the ſecuring of the Go- 
vernments of the World, in that he doth 
ſo immediatly interpoſe in their Rzſes and 
Falls,and whenſoever 1n his j## Diſpleaſure 
he pulls down oze, he always takes Care to 
eſtabliſh azother in the Room of it, leſt 
through 700 long Interregnums the Nations 
of the Earth ſhould inſenſibly crumble into 
Anarchy and Confuſion, and finally involve 
themſelves in all the conſequent Miſchiefs of 
it. For the Subverſion . of Goyernment, 
likethe opening of Paxaora's Box, muſt ne- 
ceflarily let looſe a ſwarm of Miſeries into 
the World; for without Government wroxg- 
ed Innocence can never be righted, invaded 
Property can never be retrieved ; but every 
Man will be expoſed to every Man's Luſt, 
which muſt immedately involve us into a, 
State of War, in which like ſo many Dogs 
we ſhould try all our Right by our Teeth, 
Into ſuch a miſerable State would Moped 
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be reduced, if God did not «phold the Go- 
vernments of the World, So that whatſo- 
ever Benefits we receive from the Govern- 
ments under which we live, we owe it all 
to the divine Providence; by whoſe Pro- 
curement it is that Kynps reign, and Princes 
decree juſtice, Prov. viii. 15. /*Tistothis bleſ- 
ſed Cauſe that weare to attribute our ſitting 
ſafely under ozr own Vines, and peaceably 
enjoying the Fruit'of our Labours; that we 
are not baniſhed from Society, and expoſed 
to the Spoils and Ravages of thoſe that are 
mghtier than our ſelves; that we are not be- 
come more /avaze than Wolves toore another, 
and that'the whole World is not converted 
into. a Commonwealth of Caxnibals : For 
this would be the conſequence of the Diſſo- 


 Jution of Government, and zhat would be 


the Conſequence in all probability of God's 
withdrawing his Providence from the 
World. 

4thly, And laſtly, Another Inſtance of 
the Goodneſs of God's Providence to us 1s 
its contributing to the Invention and Im- 
proyement of all thoſe «ſef#! Arts and Sci- 
ences that are in the World : For if we ſeri- 
-oully conſider the prodigious Numbers of 
thete wherewith the World doth abound, 
and wherein the Generality-of Mankind 
are imployed ; we are never able to ima- 
gin 
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gin how they could have all been invent- 
ed and improved as they are, without the 
Direction of an Almighty Providence, For 
had not the -d:wize Providence prolonged 
the Lives of the firſ# Inventers of them to 
ſuch a prodigi0s Age as it did, they would 
not have had Time to colle&t Experiments 
enough whereon to found any certa:m The- 
orems of naturalScience, How could they 
have meaſured' the Motions of the heavenly 
Bodies, or given any tolerable Account of their 
flow Revolutions, if they had not lived fo 
many Hurdreds of Years as they did ? And 
though the Rudiments of proportion are _ 
ed in our Minds, yet it 1s not imaginable 
how Men could ever have improved them 
into ſo many various Prattices, of Arithme- - 
tick, Muſick,Geometry,and Mechanickshad they 
not been at firſt either inſpired by God, or 
had a /ozg Space of Time allowed to re- 
duce them into Rules of Praftice. And he 
that ſhall but ſeriouſly conſider how far out 
of the Road of ordinary Experience many of 
the moſt «/efal Arts of the World he, tuch 
as Writing and Printing, by which a Man 
may talk with his Friend a thouſand Miles 
Diſtance, and converſe with the World 
when he is dead and gone, will find ſaffici- 
ext Reaſon toattributethe Invention ofthem 
to the Sovereige Direttion of the divine Pro- 
vidence 
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vidence ; Without which neither am I able 
to imagin how the medrcinal Virtues of ſar- 
dry Herbs and Vegetables and Minerals could 
have been diſcovered, which now are of 
great Uſe tous, ſinceeven theſe alſo do lie 
exceedingly remote from common Obſerva- 
tion. And when I alſo conſider how many 
Things are requiſite to the compleating of 
the molt «/eful humane Arts, and what Intri- 
cacy and Myſtery there is.in them, mnſomuch 
in many Caſes we are not able to give 

any Reaſon why #4 or that Cauſe in our 
Art ſhould produce th& or that Effect ; I 
mult needsconclude, that the Invention and 
Improvement of. them hath been exceed- 
ingly promoted by the wiſe Providence of 
God. And what Reaſon have we to adore 
and admire its #zſpeakab! Goodneſs towards 
us, that by inſtructing 'vs 1n ſo many ex- 
cellent Arts bath-not only found ſufficient Im- 
Pom_ for the greate# Part of Mankind 
to-{ubfift by, bur hath alfo taught us mu- 
tually to afhift oze another with all Kinds of 
Commodities and Convemiencies of Life! 
Se that naw we want nothing that either 
Natuxe or drt can ſupply us. withall, the 
goodGed baving furmfhed us, not only with 
Materials to work upon, but alſo with Art 
and Skill to manage and contrive them 
to the be# Advantage. Qne would have 
Fn thought 


= > DSS oy an pr 02% i_>—a_ wag - 
— — _ —_ - 


_ - > > <-> Ines wane 


—— 


_ a ng 
Sr mt. emp mr me on 


160 The Fourth Diſcourſe 
thought it had been /afficient for him to 
have created a World for us, and therein 
to have furniſhed us with all that 1s eceſ+ 
ſary for our Being and Subliſtence, and fo 
left it to or ſelves to uſe and.apply his Bleſ- 
fings as we pleaſed ; bur that he ſhould 
condeſcend to inſtrutt us'in ſo many Arts 
of improving his gr ws how to dreſs 
and cook them to the beſf Advantage, 
and oe way or other to render the meaneſt 
of them all »/efu! and beneficial to our ſelves 
and others, is ſuch a gracious Condeſcention 
of Goodneſs as for ever deſerves our Praiſe 
and Admiration. And fo I have done with 
the firſt thing propoſed , which was to 
ſhew you what apparent Inſtancesthere are 


of the Goodneſsof God inhis Providenceto- - 
wards us. 


2. I proceed to the next Thing propoſed, 
which was to ſhew you that though there 
be ſome "Things in the World that tous 
ſeem to be very il and hurtful, yet it is in- 
finitely «reaſonable for us therefore to ſuſ- 
pet the Goodneſs and Beneficence of God?s 
Providence; that becauſe we ſce ſuch an«r- 


equal Diſtribution' of good Things to bad 


Men, and bad 'Thingsto good Men, and do 
find ſo much Sin and Wickednels in the 
World, and fo great a part of Mankind 
over-run with ſo much Barbariſm, Super- 
ſtition 
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f/tition and Idolatry; becauſe, I fay, weſee 


and find ſuch Things as theſe in the: World, 
we have no Reaſon atall tocharge the Pro- 
vidence of God. For let us con{ider, | 

x. Thatthe Irregularitiesand Evils which 
God permits in the World are not the 
Effedts of his Providence, but of the 
Choices and:ACtions of free Agents. 

2. Thatmany Things ſeem ev// to us in 
the World, becauſe we take falſe Mea- 
ſures of Good and Evz1. 

3. That many other Things ſeem evz/ to 
us in the Courſe of God's Providence, 
meerly becauſe we often miſtake bad 
Men tor good, and good Mean for bad. 

4. That many Things ſeem Ew: to us 
in the Courſ: of God's Providence, be- 
cauſe we are acquainted but with a 

ſmall Part of the World, and do judge 
of what is good and evil for the Whole 
by what we find is good or evil for this 

ſmall Part. 

5. That many other Things ſeem evil to 
us in the Courſe of God's Providence, 

becauſe we judge of them by their pre- 
ſent ſenſible EffeQs, and are not able to 
comprehend the aniverſa/ Drift and 
Connexion and Dependence of them. 

6. That many other Things ſeem evil to 
us 1n the Courſe of God's Providence, 

M  meerly 
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meerly becauſe we underſtand very /it- 

tle of the other World. 

1. Thatthe Irregularitiesand Evils which 
God permits in the World are ndt the Ef- 
 fets of his Providence, but of the Choices 
and ACGtions of free Agents. That there 
is ſuch a Thing as Siz in the World is by 
no Means to be charged upon the Provi- 
dence of God ; for that neither commits a- 


ny Sin z# ſelf, nor impels or —_ any 
others to commit it. Let no Man ſay when 


he us tempted, he is tempted of God ; for God 
cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth 
he any Man, Jam.1. 13. *Tis true, he per- 
mits us Men, whom he hath made free 4- 

ents, to att freely ; and if there were no 
Faulr at all in making of free Agents (as 
certainly there was not ) what Fault can 
there be in permitting them to aCt congruows 
to their own Natures ? And is it j«ſt that 
God's Providence {ſhould be blamed, be- 
cauſe it doth not eramorphoſe free Agents 
into zeceſſary ones; that is, becauſe he doth 
not unmake what he hath made, and fub- 
vert the Laws of his own Creation? or is it 
reaſonable that we who are the only Authors 
of Sin, ſhould blame the Providence of God 
tor-ſuffering us to be ſo ? For if Sin be an 
Evil, it is an Evil to us; and conſequent- 
_ Iyweare much more concerned to prevent 
| 3; 40 it, 
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it, than the Providence of God; and if when 
we may, . we will notdo it, it 15 #reaſonable 
that weſhould blame God for not forcingus 
to prevent it whether we will or no. So 
that all the Quarrel we can have againſt 
God's Providence is only this, that it doth 
not tie our Hands, and fetter our Liberty 
in the Chains of an Adamantine Neceſſity ; 
that is, that he dothnot undo hi own Work- 
manſhip, and thereby confeſs himſelf over- 
ſeen in his Creation of us, when there isno 
kind of Reaſon for it. For I beſeech you, 
what hurt is it for Men to be made free 
Agents, and left to their own Choice whe- 
ther they will be happy or miſerable? And if 
it was no Fault at all tor God to make us ſo, 
what Reaſon have we to blame him for con- 
tinuing us what he made us ? If therefore 
while he continues us free Agents we will 
needs .chuſe what is evil, and miſimplo 
the Talentof our zatural Liberty, the Fault 
is ours and not God's, and we may thank 
our ſelves for all the bad Conſequents of it ; 
and ſince not only Sin but moſt of rhe other 
Evils that are in the World proceed from 
our z{/ Uſe of our own Liberty, we ought 
inall Reaſonto charge them upon our ſelves, 
and not upon the good Providence of God. 
2ly, 'That many Things ſeem evz/ to us 
1n the Courſe of God's Providence that are 
M 2 e- Not 
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not {o in themſelves, by Reaſon that we 
.commontly take falſe Meaſures of Good and 
Evil.. We think it a very great Evil, for 
Inſtance, that goodMen are not bleſſed with 
great Plenty and Abundance, and that bad 
Men are; becauſe we imagin Plenty and 
Abundance tobe a very great Good, and the 
contrary a very formidable Evil: And this 
makes us blame the Providence of God, be- 
cauſe we ſee the good Things of this World 
ſo. promiſcuouſly diſtributed without any 
Diſcrimination of Perſons ; whereas in re- 
ality Plenty and Abundance approaches 
nearer to the Nature of an zd:fferext Thing 
than of a very greatand deſirable Good, For 
if we conſult or own Experience, we {hall 
find that all wor/dly Goods are juſt what we 
make them, and that they do as common- 
ly prove Plaguesas Bleſſings to the Owners 
of them; that they tangle their Aﬀetti- 
ons, ſnare their Innocence, diſturb their 
Peace, provoke and pampertheir extravagant 
Luſts, and betray them firſt into Laxares, 
then into Goats. or Dropſies, Catarrhs or 
Conſumptions;, and theſe moſt commonly 
prove the Effects of outward Abundance. 
So that in it ſelf *tis almoſt of an rnd:fferent 
Nature, and doth good or Hurt to us ac- 
cording as we uſe and improve it ; and 
threfore though God ſometimes ſuffers / | 
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Men to want, and ad Men to cnjoy it, we 
have no Cauſe to quarrel at it ; for he un- 
derſtands the juſt Value of things, though 
we donot; heknows that the het of world- 
ly Things are 6ad enough to be thrown 
away upon the wort of Men, and {o exprel- 
ſes his ſcorn of the admired Vanities of this 
World by ſcattering them with ſuch a carc- 
leſs Hand, and indulging the Enjoyment of 
them tothe moſt deſþzcable Perions. Sothat 
we ought to conclude, that he ſets no grea? 
Value upon them, ſince he concerns him- 
ſelf no more in their Diſtribution ; for why 
ſhould he partake in the Errors of valzar 
Opinion by expreſſing himſelf ſo repardful 
of theſe Trifles as to put them in golder 
Scales, and weigh them out to Mankind by 
Grains and Scruples ? 

21y, That many other Things ſeem evil 
to us 1n the Courſe of God's Providence that 
arenotſo, merely becauſe we often miſtake 
bad Men for good, and good Men for bad, 
For I dare fay that that Obſervation upon 
which we. ground our Quarrel againſt the 
Providence of God, viz, that it tares wor? 
with the be#, and be# with the wor## of 
Men, is not halfſogezeral as we make it ; for 
it 15 to be conſidered that generally we pity 
the miſerable and envy the proſperons, and 
theſe Paſſions of ours do commonly bribe 
M 2 our 
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our Judgments, and make us think worſe of 
the oe and better of the other than either of 
them do deſerve. For, thoſe whom we pry 
we are inclined to /ove, and thoſe whom 
we /ove weare inclined to think wellof ; and 
if we thi well of them whether we have 
Reaſon for it or no, we conclude that God 
ought to be as fond of them as we: As on 
the contrary, thoſe whom we exvy we al- 
ways hate, and thoſe whom we hate we are 
2. tay to think ill of; and if we think z/ 
of them we think that God is obliged to 
think ſo too. And becauſe we are fo un- 
reaſonably inclined by our Pafſions to paſs 
ſich falſe Judgments upon Men, is it fit 
that we ſhould quarrel at God becauſe he 
doth not judge as unreaſonably as our ſelves; 
or becauſe he doth not reward and puniſh 
Men according to the ſentence that our blizd 
Pity or Envy paſſes upon them? If we 
could but ſtrip oar ſelves of all Paſſion, and 
were but able to judge of Men,not by what 
they appear, but by what they really are; 
I doubt not but we ſhould find that even 
in this Life it fares be# with the bef, and 
wort with the wort of Men; but ſince we 
are not co;petent Judges of this Matter, we 
ſhould have a Care of reproaching - the 
Providence of ' God with a Maxim that 
M:th po &:be Foundation in the Nature 
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of things, but our own fallacious Obſerva- 
tion. 

athly, That many Things ſeem ev:/ to 
us in the Courſe of Gods Providence that 
are not ſo, becauſe we are acquainted but 


with a ſmall Part of the World, and do 


judge of whatis go2& or evil for the Whole, 
by what we find is good and evi for this 
ſmall Part. We are never able to compre- 


hend how far the Dominions of the dive 


Providence extend, nor how many Or- 
ders of Beings as well above as below us are 
concerned in its Empire and Government ; 
but unleſs we could do this, we cannot be 
capable Judges of what is good or bad in the 
general Courſe of its Actions. For that 1s 
209d or bad in the Providence of God, that 
is good or bad forits whole Empire and Do- 
minion ; and though this or that may be 
an Inconvenience to this or that Part of it, 
yettheſe particular Inconveniencies may be 
a great Convenience to the Whole, As for 
Inſtance; ſuppoſe a Man ſhould come in- 
to the Country of Syberia, which is a great 
Part of the Empire of Ruſzz, whither 7/ at 
Emperor is wont to baniſh all great Malefa- 
Qtors ; he would there find the Inhabitants 
in a moſt »z/ſerable Condition, they being 
there expoſed to Hunger and Cold, and 
perpetual Slavery. a that if a Man ſhould 
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judge of the whole Empire by this Part of 
it, he would conclude that Emperor to be a 
moſt ſavage Tyrant, and his Country to be 
the moſt »2/ſerable Place in the World ; 
whereasin Reality all the other Parts of that 
Empire are rendred more happy by the 
Myſries of this Place, which ſerye to ſtrike 
an Aw into al! the other SubjeQts of it, and 
to reſtrain them within the Bounds of their 
Loyalty and Duty. And ſo unleſs we had 
as full a Proſpe& of the whole Dominion 
of Gods Providenceas we have of this /:t- 
tle Spot of it, we ought not to cenſure his 
Government of the Whole by the /:ztle In- 
convenienctes that. occur in his Govern- 
ment of a Part; for in ſuch a va# Domi- 
nion, as God's 1s, there may be a thouſand 
good Reaſons, that we know not of, why 
{orae Parts ofit ſhould bemore «zhappy than 
others; and if in ſome particulars he incom- 
modes this Part for the publick Commodity 
of the Whole, we are fo far from having 
any Reaſonto complain, that we ought in 
all Juſtice to praiſe and adore his Goodneſs 
for it. It 1senough for us that we under- 
ſtand ſo much of Gods Nature as we do, 
and have ſuch apparent Inſtances of his 
Goodneſs in the Works of his Creation and 
Providence ; and therefore if we in this /it- 
zle Part of Gods Empire ſuffer ſome /-all 
| | | In- 
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Inconveniencies, we ought to bleſs and a- 
dore his Goodneſs for thoſe greater Goods 
we enjoy, and to reſt fatisfied with his, 
that our particular Inoonveniencies may tor 
all we know be great Conveniencies to the 
Publick, 

5thly, That many other Things ſeem evil 
to us in the Courſe of Gods Providence, be- 
cauſe we judge of them by their preſet ſer- 
ſible Effects, and are not able to compre- 
hend the anwverſal Drift and Connexion 
and Dependence ofthem. For, as I have 
already ſhewn you in the former Difcourſe 
on this Argument, there 1s a continaed Jun- 
cture and Dependence from fir# to /at be- 
tween all the Actions and Contrivances of 
aivine Providence, and every oze hath a 
Relation to every oze from the Beginning 
to the End of all that mighty Chain of 
Cauſes whereof it confitts. So that *ris im- 
poſſible to judge rightly of oze Part of Pro- 
vidence ſeparately from the reſt, becauſe 
we fee not the Relation it hath either to 
what went before, or to what is to follow 
after ; and thoughſingly conſidered it may 
be hurtful, yet in Conjunttion with all the 
reſt it may be exceedingly advantagions. 
He that looks only on the fir Links of 
that carious Chain of Providence in the 
Hiſtory of Joſeph, will be apt to entertain a 

| very 
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very bad Opinion of the Whole; firſt he 
is thrown into a deſolate Pit, then fold a 
Slave, then falſely accuſed, then caſt into 
Priſon: Lord, what a tragical Prologue is 
here! But then take all thoſe Things in 
ConjunCtion with what follows, and you 
ſhall preſently ſee that Scene clear up, and 
all thoſe ſad Preparations ending 1n a joyful 
Concluſion. And if we conſider that moſt 
glorious Part that ever Gods Providence 
acted on the Stage of the World, viz. the 
Eliftory of our bleſſed Saviour ; how darkand 
2loomy doth the former Part of it look, if we 
view it ſeparately from the Antecedents and 
Conſequents of it ? Surely, if any Thing 
would juſtify our hard Cenfſures of God's 
Providence, it would be the beholding of 
ſuch a rare and excellent Perſon expoſed to 
ſo many Miſeries and Calamities; to ſee 
him caft forth to the wide World as a help- 
{:{s Prey to the Rage of his Enemies, to be- 
hold him hanging upon the Croſs, deſerted 
of his Friends, mock'd and tormented by his 
barbarous Murderers, and in the moſt bitter 
Agonies breathing out his white and innocent 
Soul: Ogood Lord What a diſmal Proſpe&t 
of thy Providence is here? But ſtay alittle, 
let us but ſee the glorious Light thatin Con- 
cluſion broke out of this d//-za/ Darknels ; 
frlt he 1s raiſed from the Dead, then he Ah 
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cends up to Heaven, where at the right 
Hand of his Father hereigns an erernal King 
in full Power and Authority to give Gifts 
unto Men, and beſtow thoſe 77m07:al Re- 
wardson them which he purchaſed for them 
with his Blood. So that though fing/y and 
apart the firi# Scenes of this great Providence 
were very d:ſmal and affrighting, yet con- 
ſidered altogether, how Jeearifed and hay- 
20nious doth it appear ? So true is that of 
the Preacher, Ecclef. 3. 11. He hath made 
every thing beautiful in his time : Alſo he hath 
fet the world in their heart, ſo that no man 
can find out the work that God maketh from the 
beginning to the end, And therefore becauſe 
we are not able to ſee from the Beginning 
to the End of God's Providence, it 1s an 
unreaſonable Thing for us to cenſure the 
Whole, becauſe of ſome ſeeming Inconvent- 
encies that we ſee in thoſe Parts of it that 
lie before us. Let us ſtay but till the wind- 
ing up of the Bottom, till all is finiſhed, 
and Preſent it one z2tire Piece to our View, 
and then we ſhall have leaveto cenſure, it 
we can find any Reaſon for it. 
6thly, And laſtly, _ other Things 
ſeem ev/l to us inthe Courſe of God's Pro- 
vidence which are not fo, merely becauſe 
weunderſtand very {:ttle of the other World. 
It ſeems to us a mighty Evil ja mo 
CET | that 
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that ſo great a Part of the World 1s left in 
Darkneſs and Ignorance, and m ſo greet a 
Meaſure deprived of the va#t Advantages 
of true Religion ; but how do we know 
how God will diſpoſe of them in the other 
World, what Abatements he will make 
them, and by what Meaſures he will judge 
them; whether he will not alow them ſome 
farther 'Time of Tryal, and fo make good to 
them zhere whatſoever hath been wantmg 
to them here ? But whatſoever he doth or 
will do, this we may be fure of, that he 
will 427-77 none but thoſe that are firſt /e/f- 
condemned, but thoſe that kzowingly and 
willingly miſcarry ; and if fo, then he will ex- 
a&t of them but in Proportion to their Abi- | 
lities, and will not require Brick where he 
hath given no Straw. But which way ſo- 
ever he deals with them, to be ſure fr # or 
laſt he will not be wanting in any Degrees 
of Kindneſs tothem that are fit either for a 
wiſe Sovereignto grant, or a reaſonable Sub- 
jet to demand; and if he will do fo (as 
undoubtedly he. will ) how unreaſonably 
do we complainof his Providence towards 
us ? And though in this Life, we ſee many 
good Men reduced toa very calamitonus Con- 
dition, yet how do we know how zeceſſary 
this may be to the ſecuring of their Happi- 
nceis in the World to come? For ſince our 

mann 
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min State and. Intereſt is 'in that other 
World, there 1s no doubt but the Provi- 
dence of God over us doth chiefly Reſpect 
that; and if fo, how unreaſonably do we 
cenſure it upon the Score of the preſet E- 
vils itexpoſes us to, when we know ſo./zt- 
tle of the future State, to which all its 
TranſaQtons do chiefly relate ? Wherefore, 


let us forbear a while till we come into the - 


other World, and underſtand the whole De- 
ſign and' Contrivance; and then we ſhall 
ſee that all will be right and well, yea and 
infinitely better than ever we could ima- 
gin. But for us to cenſure now, when we 

now {o /zttle of our futare State, which is 
the main and altimate Scope of Providence, 
1s juſt asifa Man ſhould paſs his Judgment 
on a Picture when he ſees nothing of it but 
ſome few rude Lines and very imperfect 
Strokes. Let us have but the Patience to 
ſuſpend our Judgment a while till God hath 
tin:sſhed the whole Draught, and givenit 
all its #atwural Colours and Proportions, and 
then I am ſure we ſhall ſee Cauſe enough 
forever to admire his Skill, and adore his 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs. And thus you ſee 


by apparent Inſtances how good God 1s in his 


Providence towards us, and how unrea- 
{onable it is for us to cenſure his Goodneſs 
notwithitanding all thoſe ſeemmg Ew:ls that 
happen in the World. And 
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And now what remains but that with 
all Humility and Chearfulneſs we reſign up 
our {elves into the Hands of our moſt mer- 
ciful Father, concluding, as moſt certainly 
we may, that whatſoever hedoth with us, 
or howſoever he diſpoſes of us, it will be all 
for our good in the /ater End, if it be not 
through our own Default. For where can 
we be fafer than in the Hands of an Omni- 
potent and Ommniſcient Goodneſs, a Good- 
neſs that knows what is be## for us, and 
wills what it knows to be ſo, and doth 
whatſoever it wills. Surely in ſuch Hands 
our Condition 15a thouſand times better and 
fafer than if we had full Power to effeQ our 
own Wiſhes, and all the Events that con- 
cern us were in or owz Diſpoſal. And if 
God ſhould ſhake us off from all Depen- 
dence on hmm, and re{ign up the whole 
Condut of our Affairs into our own Hands ; 
1t heſhould fay to us, ſince you miſlike of my 
Condutt I will no more intermedle with you, 
or any thing that concerns you ; takeyour ſelves 


. into your own Diſpoſal and manage all your 


Concernments as you pleaſe : It ſay, he ſhould 
dothus withus, we ſhould beleft in a moſt 
forlorn and deplorable Condition, and unleſs 
we were wholly abandoned of our own Rea- 
ſon as well as Gods Providence, we ſhould 
on our bexded Knees reſign up all into - 1 
Hands 
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Hands again, and beſeech him for his wy 
and his Mercy fake to do any Thing wi 
us that will conſiſt with his Goodneſs; to 
ſcourge and chaſten us for our Froward- 
neſs as much and as long as his own father- 
ly Bowels will endure it ; rather then give 
us up to or own Condutt, or leave our Aft- 
fairs in the Diſpoſal of our own 61:»d and 
precipitant Wills. For fo long as God is fo 
powerfully and ſo wiſely good as he is, it is 
the Intereſt of every Creature in Heaver 
and Earth to beat his Diſpoſal, and to take 
up that ſelf-reſigning Prayer of our Savioar, 
Father, not our Wills, but thy Will be done. 
For ſince God wills our good as much or 
more than our ſelves, it muſt doubtleſs be 
our Intereſt that his Will ſhould take place 
whenſoever it ſtands in Competition with 
ours; becauſe he doth not only wiſh well 
to usas muchas wedo to our ſelves, but he 
knows what is beſt for us a great deal better 
than we. Whereforelet us learn in all Con- 
ditions torepoſe our Minds in the good Pro- 
vidence of God, and to fatisfy our ſelves in 
its Managment and Diſpoſal of us; tor 
whatſoever Condition it may bring us into 
whilſt we are wandring through this Vale of 
Tears, this is moſt certainly and eternally 
true, that God is good, and doth good, 
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God fo loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whoſoever be- 
lieveth in him, ſhould not periſh, but 
have everlaſting Life. 


HE Three fir## Topicks from whence 
TI undertook to prove the Goodneſs 
O 


God, T have already handled on another 
Text, and ſhewed 1#, from his Nature, 24, 
from his Creation, and 34ty, from his Pro- 
vidence, That he 1s infinitely good; TI pro- 
ceed now to the 47h, and laſt, viz, from 
Principles of Revelation, the main of which 
is comprehended in the Text, God ſo loved 
the World, Sc. | 

Itis indeed a moſt ploriozes Inſtance of the 
Goodneſs of God, that when he had im- 
printed his Laws upon our Nature in fuch 
leoible CharaQers, and given them ſuch ap- 
parent Sanctions in the Nature of 'Things; 
having made ſuch a ſeſible Diſtin&tion be- 
tween Moral Good and Evil, by thoſe natu- 
ral good and evil Conſequents which he hath 
inſeparably intailed on them : And when 
Mankind by their wilfu/ Wickedneſs and 


In- 
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Inadvertency had almoſt obliterated the 
Law oftheir Nature, and extinguiſhed their 
natural Senſe of Good and Evil, and im- 
merſed themſelves in the moſt barbarous Im- 
pieties and Immoralities : Notwithſtand- 
ing all this that he had done for us, and we 
againſt our ſelves, he ſhould ſtill be fo k:z4 
and compaſſionate as to put forth a ew Editi- 
on of his Laws, and-reveal his Will anew 
to us in ſuch anextraordizary manner ; that 
when he had implanted a Light in our Na- 
tures that was ſ#ffic:ext to have directed us 
into the ſeveral Paths of our Duty, and we 
by our own Neglett and Abuſe of it had al- 
moſt extinguiſhed'this Cazale of rhe Lord 1n 
us, and conſequently involved our {elves in 
Midnight Darkneſs and Ignorance ; he 
{ſhould then be ſo compaſſtonate as to hang 
out a Light from: Heaven to us to re! 
our Wanderings, and guid our Feet in the 
Paths we ſhould walk in, was {uch a glor7- 
ous Expreſſion of his Goodneſs as for ever 
deſerves our moſt thankful Acknowledg- 
ments. But then that he ſhould not only 
reveal to us what he had before imprinted 
on our Nature, and we had moſt unworthi- 
ly raſed out and obliterated; but alſo dif 
cover ſo much more to us thanever we did 
or could have known by the Lzght of our 
Nature ; that he ſhould not only repeat his 
N former 
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formerKindneſs tous, which wehad ſo ſhame- 


fully abuſed, but make ſuch zuperdous Ad- 
ditions toit as he hath doneinthe Rewvelat:- 
0z of his Goſpel; that mauger all thoſe Impie- 
ties and Provocations by which for ſo many 
Ages we had excited his Patience, he ſhould 
not only ſo love us as to reſtore to us the 
Light which we had almoſt extinguiſhed, 
bur to give his o-ly begotten Son, that whoſo= 
ever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, &C. 
is ſuch an am-azirg Inſtance of Goodneſs as 
can hardly be reflected on without an Exta- 
{y of Admiration. 

In which Words you have God's reveal- 
ed Love and Goodneſs tothe World meaſur- 
ed by a two-fold Standard. 

1. By the Greatzeſs of the Gift which he 
hath beſtowed upon the World ; God 
fo loved the World, that he gave his only be- 

otten Yon : 

2. The bleſſed End for which he did be- 
ſtow him ; that whoſoever believeth in 
him ſhould not periſh, but haveeverlaſting 
life, Fg 

I. I begin with the fr of theſe viz. the 
Greatzeſs of the Gift,by which the Greatneſs 
of his Love to us1s meaſured ; Godſo loved 
the World, that he gave his only begotten Son : 
ox, hegavehim; thatis, hedelivered him 
up from out of hts of oi and everlaſt= 
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ng Embraces; for ſo Eph. v. 2. it iS rgiSouy 

$ul3v, he gave himſelf for ns, or delivered 

up himſelf for us, for ſo we render the Word 
65 FapesSoby Ne 74 Tmgp T|uus|z navy who was de- 
lvered for our offences, Rom. 1v. 25, Now 
what a ſtupendows Fxpreſſion of God's Love 
this was, will appear by conſidering theſe 
fix Things, which are all of them expreſſed 
or implied in the Text ; 

1. That he gave him ap who was not 
only the greate#t, but the deareit Perſon 
to him inthe whole World. 

2. That he gave him «p for Sinners. 

3. Thathegavehimup for awhole World 
of Sinners. | 

4. That he gave him «p to become a 
Man for Sinners. 

5. That he gave himi 4p to be a miſerable 
Man for Sinners. 

6. That hegave him to be a Sacrifice for 
the Sins of Sinners, that ſo he might not 
only with more Efectt but with more 
Peay to us, interceed for our Par- 

on. 

\ I, The Greatneſs of God's Love and 
Goodneſs towards us appears in this, that 
he pave «p for our ſakes not only thegrea+- 
eff but the deare#t Perſon to him 1n the whole 
World ; for as the Text tells you, i# was 
his only begotten Son, Which Phraſe doubt- 
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leſs imports a much h:gher ſignification than 
his being begotten in the Virgins Womb by 
the Overſhadowing of the Holy Gho#t, For 
though it cannot be denied but in Scripture 
he is called the Sox of Goa, ſometimes up- 
on the Account of this his 4zvize Genera- 
tion in the Virgins Womb and ſometimes up- 
on the Score of his being ordained by God 
tothe Meſ/zaſhip; ſometimes becauſe he was 
raiſed by Godfrom the Dead, and ſometimes 
becauſe he was inſtalled by him into his Me- 
aiatorial Kingdom: Yet uponneither oftheſe 
Accounts can he be properly called the oy 
begotten Son; for upon the three laſt Ac- 
counts ſundry others have been as properly 
begotten by God as our Savzoar ; ſome ha- 
ving been inſtalled by himinto great and emz- 
zent Offices; others raiſed from the Dead ; o- 
thers truly ordained by him his Mefſza/'s,or a- 
z0inted Ones; ſo that upon neither of theſe 
Accounts;can he be ſtiled the ozly bepotren 
Sox,others having been thus begotten as well 
as himſelf. And as for the fff, his being 
conceived by the Holy Ghoſt iz the Virgins 
Worb, this was not ſufficient neither to in- 
title him the oxly begotten ; becauſe though 
it was indeed a miraculous Produttion, yet 
was it not ſo much above the Production of 
the fir/4 Man as to place him in that ſimga/ar 
Eminence.For theforming of Adamoutof = 
Sub- 
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Subſtance of the Earth wasaltogether as m- 
raculousa Produthon as the forming of Chri/t 
out ofthe ſubſtanceoftheWoman;and there- 
fore ſince Adam is called the Soz of God,Lyk. 
3. 38. becauſe God immediately tormed Him 
of the ſubſtance of the Earth; he had there- 
by as good a Right to the Title of God's 
only begotten Son as Chri/t himſelf had ; be- 
cauſe God immediately formed him of the 
ſubſtance of a Woman. Wheretore his pc- 
caliar Right above all others to this 7/7195 
Title of God's oy bezottex So mult nece\- 
farily be founded upon ſome hizher Reaſon 
than this, that is, upon ſome {auch Reaſon 
as 1s Wholly peculiar to himſelf, For it he 
be really and truly God's ozly begotten Sor, 
all other Perſons whatſoever muſt neceſſa- 
rily be excluded from that Claim ; and con- 
ſequently he muſt be ſo begotten of God as 
no other Perſon is, or ever was: And to be- 
Jo begotten of God, is to be begotten by 
him by a proper and zataral Generation , 
whichis nothing elfe but a viral Production 
of another in the ſame Nature with him, 
from whomit is produced ; even as a Man 
begets a Man, andevery Animal bezets 2;- 
other of the ſame Kind and Nature witl it 
ſelf: And thus to be begotten of God, is to 
be begotten into the fame diwixe Naturc 
with himſelf - to derive or communicate 
N 3 {ro0mM 
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from hirs the infinitely perfe# Nature and 
Eſſence of a God, And in this Senſe only 
qur bleſſed Savioar 15 the only begotten Son of 
the Father, as being generated by him from 
all Eternity into the ſa-e Nature, and com- 
municating from him his own zxfinite E- 
ſenceand Perfetions; in' which ſenſe he is 
truly the ozly begotten Son, becauſe in this 
Senſe, and in this only, none is or was 
everſhall be begotten of the Father but h 
elf. | 

Pd: ben therefore it is ſaid that he gave his 
only begotten Son, the Meaning is this ; he 
gave up that infinitely great and dear Son of 
his, that is, his »atural Tmage and Reſem- 
/blance; that ozly So» to whom from all Eter- 


Or 
1193- 


zity he hath communicated his own moſt - 


perfect Eflence and Nature. If then it was 
ſo great an Inſtance of Abrahams Faithand 
is Love of God at his Command to offer 
up his only Son Tac, a Son, who though 
how hopeful ſoever, yet who fell infinitely 
ſhorter of the Perfection of our Saviour than 
the Light of the Glow-worm doth of the 
Light of the Su»; what an aſtoniſhing Mi- 
racle of Love was it in the great Father of 
the World to give up his ve, 
a Son whom he had begotten in his own 
awvine Nature, and.to whom he had com- 
municated all the finite PerfeCtions of his 
is own 


ly begotten Son, © 
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own Being; a Son who wasthe moſt per fect 
Image of himſelf, who was infinitely power- 
fal and wiſe and good, and diftered from him _ 
in nothing but only in being his So»; who © 
had the Fulneſs of the Godhead dwelling in 
him, and whom, being infinitely perfect as 
himſelf, he loved as infinitely as his own Per- 
ſon, and ny could as eaſily have 
4 «p himſelt for us, as he did, that dear- 
Beloved in whom his Soul was fo well 
pleaſed ? Who but a God of infinite Love 
and immeaſurable Tnclination to do good to 
his Creatures, would have given them ſuch 
an ineſtimable Jewel out of his Boſom; a 
Jewel wherein all the Brightneſs of the D:- 
vinity did ſparkle, and whichupon that Ac- 
count was as dear and precio to him as his 
own Life? And hence we find the Apoſtle 
valuing the Greatneſs of God's Love to us, 
by the Greatneſs and Dearneſs of the Perſon 
whom he gave «p for our ſakes ; 7 this was 
manifeſted the love of God towards us, becauſe 
that God ſent his only begotten Son into the 
World, that we might live through him , 
I Joh.iv.g. And indeed without this Con- 
ſideration of his being the ozly begotten So 
of God by eternal Generation and Commu- 
nion of Nature with him, God's Love in 
giving him 4p for us would not be compa- 
rably ſo conſederable as it is. For if, accord- 
N 4 ng 
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ing to the Dodtrin of the Socimiens, he 
ſhould only have cauſed a Man to be born 
for us after aother manner than other Men 
are, and then havedelivered him for our ſake; 
there would have been no ſuch great Ex- 
preſſion of his Love in this Way of redeem- 
ing us, more than what muſt have appear- 
ed {Þould he have choſen to redeem us any 
other Way. To have redeemed us indeed, 
by what Means ſoever, would have been 
a moſt plorious Expreſſion of his Love and 
good Will tous; butfince the Scriptare hath 
raiſed the Conſideration of God's Love hizh- 
er from the Dignity of the Perſon whom 
he ſent to redeem us, by how much hzgh- 
er the Dignity of this Perſon is, by ſo much 
ogreater 15s the Eſtimation of his Love. But 
if the Dignity of Chriſfs Perſon, as the oz- 
ly beootter Soz of God, conſiſted meerly in 
being a Man born into the World 1n ſuch an 
extraordinary Manner,this would have made. 
ſuch.an zconfiderable Addition to his Love 
in redeeming us, that he would have much 
more agrandized his Kindneſs to us to have 
offered up an Agel of Heaven for us, though 
of the moſt zzfer:or Order, than to have thus 
delivered zp his only begotten Son. But 
to offer up his zatura/ Son to whom he had 
communicated his Nature, his Son who 
was God co-eternal and co-efſential with gy + 
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ſelf, was a more traxſcendent Expreſſion of 
his Love to us, than if he had unpeopled 
Heaven tor our fakes,and delivered up tous 
the whole Qzire of Jnzels, Archangels and 
Seraphims. 

2ly, The Greatneſs of God's Love and 
Goodneſs towards us appears in this alſo, 
that he gave up his ozly begotten Sox for us 
when we were Sinners: And this is1mplied 
in that Expreſſion, God ſo loved the World; 
that is, the World as it then was, a baſe, 
depraved, and degenerate World ; for of this 
very World whom God thus loved, the 
Apoſtle gives this extreambad CharaQter, the 
whole World lieth in Wickedneſs, 1 Joh. v.19. 
And St. Paul diſtributing thewhole World 
into Jews and Gertiles, pronounces univer- 
{ally concerning them, that they were all under 
Siz, Rom. i. 9. So that in giving up his 
Son for ſuch a World as this, he muſt ne- 
ceſſarily give him for Sinners, And certain- 
ly ſhould we meaſure God's Goodneſs by 
our own, this Conſideration 1s enough to 
render his giving his only begotten Son for 
us a moſt zxcred;ble Expreſſion of it; that 
when by our Sins we had provoked him be- 
yond the Sufferance of any Patience but h#s 
own; when in Deſpight of, all thoſe z»z- 
merable Mercies wherewith from 'Time to 
Time he had ſought to oblige us, and mau- 
got 
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ger all thoſe Stupendowus Judgments with 
which-from oze Generation to azother he 
had endeavoured to curb and xeſtrain us; 
when he had uſed fo many efe&#zal Arts 
to reclaim and amend us, and we by oar 
own Obſtinacy had bafled and defeated them 
all, and in ſtead of mending grew worſeand 
worſe under all his powerful Applications ; 
one would haye thought that now at laſt, 
in ſtead of trying any farther Experiments 
on us, he might have been ſufficiently pro- 
voked to give us up, as Phyſitiaxs do their 
Patients when they are paſt all Hope of Re- 
covery, and fo let us alone to periſh in ozr 
own Obſtinacy. And doubtleſs if after all 
theſe Provocations we had known that he 
had intended to ſend his Son intothe World, 
our own Guilt and Conſciouſneſs would have 
made us conclude that the Deſign of his 
ſending him was only to ruin and deſtroy 
us, to extirpate the whole Race of us from 
the Face of the Earth, that ſo his Creation 
might be no longer "eg with the Re- 
membrance of {uch a Generation of Mon- 
fters. But now that after ſo many repeated 
Aſpens and Rebelicns > and in the midſt 
ot ſo many /oud-crying Guilts that perpetu- 
ally rang 4 his "ay ſhould {till perſevere 
to love us in ſuch a tran/cendent Degree, as 
to part with what is zeare# and oP to 
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him for our ſakes, even his only broorter 
Son out of his Boſom, is ſuch an a/toziſhing 
Expreſſion of his Goodnefſs to us, as wecan 
never ſufficiently magnify and admire, 
Had Mankind been as 2nocert as they are 
guilty before God, had their Virtues been 
as great and ay numerous as their Crimes 
were; yet to ſend his great Son down from 
Heavez to viſit them, had been ſuch an Tn- 
ſtance of condeſcending Gogdneſs in him as 
would have juſtly merited our everlaſting 
Praiſe and Remembrance; but to ſend him 
down to Sinners, to ſuch a Race of obſt:- 
ate and incorrigible Sinners, and. that not 
to deſtroy but to fave them ; toobtain for, 
and tender to them a Kingdom of immortal 
Pleaſures, and uſeall pofible Means ſafely to 
conduct them thither ; Lord, what a Mi- 
racle of Love is this! And hence the Apoſ?le 
eſtimates this prodigious Inſtance of the 
Love of God,by the Unadeſervingreſs of thoſe 
upon whom it was exerciſed ; but God, ſays 
he, commendeth his love towards us, in that 
while we were yet Sinners Chriſt died for us, 
Rom. v. 8. 

zaly, The Greatneſs of God's Love and 
Goodneſs towards us appears in this alſo, 
that he gave up his ozly begotten oz tor the 
whole World of Sinners; he did not con- 
fine and limit this great Deſign of his Good- 
nels 
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neſs by granting a »oopoly of it to a few 
particular Favourites, but ſettled it as a pub- 
lick Charter upon the whole Corporation of 
Mankind ; for he ſo loved the World, ſays 
the Text, that he gave his only begotten Son; 
that 1s, for the benefit of the World. For 
how could his giving of his So have been 


an Expreſſion of his Love to the World, if 


he had not given him for the publick Bene- 
fit of the World ? Had his Deſign been to 
reſtrain his Gift to a few particular Perſons, 
whom he had deſigned to reſcue from the 


general Shipwrack, the Text muſt haverun 


thus, God ſo loved ſome particular Perſons in 
the World, that he gave up his only begotten Son. 
For to make that an Inſtance of his Love to 
all which he deſigned only for the Benefit of 
a few,is to pretend a Love to the greate# Part 
of Men which he never intended them; for 
that by the World here he means the whole 
World, he himſelf affures us, 1 Joh. 1, 2. 
And he is the Propitiation for our Sins: And 
not for ours only, but alſo for the Sins of the 
whole World, And what he means by the 
whole World, he tells us in the ſame Epiſtle, 
x Joh. v. Thewhole World lieth in Wickedneſs. 
So that this whole World that hes in Wick- 
edneſs, is that whole World for whoſe Sins 
Chri#t 1s a Propitiation ; and that whole 
World for whoſe Sins Chri#t is a Propitia- 
tion, 
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tion, is the World whom God ſoloved, as 
to give his only begotten Son for, But the 
Apoſtle yet more expreſly tells us, that the 
head of every Man is Chriſt, 1 Cor. xi. 3. And 
if ſo, then every Man is a Part of Chrift”s 
Body; and if ſo, then every Man hath a 
Communion in the Benefits of his Blood ; 
for Epheſ. v. 23. he is ſaid to be the Saviour 
of the Body; and more expreſly yet, Heb. 
11. 9. it is{aid, that by the grace of God he taſted 
death for every Man, So that the Scripture 
hath as emphatically declared the anrverſal 
Extent of this great Gift of God's Love, as 
it was poſſible for it to do in any human 
Words; and methinks *tis ſtrange that any 
Men {ſhould preſume to reſtrain it, when 
they have no other Defence for ſo doing but 
only an odd Diſtinction that makes the whole 
World to ſignify the /malleit Part of it, the 
Body of Chr:# to import a few particular 
Atoms of it, and every Man to denote oze 
Man of Ten Thouſand. 

Behold then the 7»»menſe Goodneſs of 
God, that hath not only given up his Sos, 
for Sinners, but for a who/e World of Sin- 
ners, and excluded none but thoſe who e 
clude themſelves from the Benefits of this 
mighty Donation! That hath planted this 
heavenly Tree of Life in the midit of a ſic& 
and ſiful World, and hath not confined or 
uicleſed 
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incloſed it for the Uſe of a few ſelefFed Pati- 
ents; bur laid it open for all Comers, that 
whoſoever would, might takeof its Fruit, 
and eat and live for ever, OgoodGod! How 
wait isthy Love, that hath thus impartaally 
diffuſed it ſelf over ſuch a wide World of 
Sinners, that in this fupendows Gift of thy 
Soz had ſo kind a Reſpett to every Indivi- 
dual, and made no Exception of any how 
finful and anivorthy ſoever, that will but 
comply with the merciful Terms and Con- 

ditions of it ? 
4thly, The Greatneſs of God's Love and 
Goodneſs towards us appears alſo in this, 
that he hath-given up his ozly begotten Sor 
to become a Man for Sinners. For what- 
foever he was upon God's giving him up, he 
was what God gave him up to be; and 
therefore ſince upon God's giving him-up 
he became a Man, it neceſſarily follows that 
he gave him up'to becomeſo. And indeed 
fince God had ſuch a merciful Delign as to 
ſend his Sox into the World to reform and 
fave it, it was highly convenient for as, 
though not for hi», that he ſhould come to 
us in or own Natures, not only that he 
might conſecrate humax Nature that had 
been ſo miſerably deſecrated and prophazed ; 
- but alſo, that he might endear himſelf tous 
by thegrearHonour hedid usin aſſuming = 
| 2= 


—_— 


Un JOHN 3.16. 191 


Natures; and that having our Paſſions, 
and being inour Circumſtances he might by 
his own Pradtice give us an Example how 
to govern the oze, and how to behave our 
ſelves intheother. Had he come down from 
the Heavens inrobed with Splendor and 
Light, and preached his Goſpel to us in the 
midſt of a Choir of Angels from ſome bright 
Throne in the Clouds, this indeed would 
have been more convenient for him, as be- 
ing more ſuitableto the natural Dogon and 
Majeſty of his Perſon. But the Al-merciful 
Father in the Diſpoſal of his So conſulted 
not ſo much hx Convenience as oars; he 
knew well enough that ſhould he have ſent 
his Sozto us in ſuch an illuſtrious EJuIPages 
his Appearance amongſt us would have 
been more apt to aſtoniſh than to inſtru 
us, and to have fixed our Thoughts mn a 
profound Admiration of his Glory than to 
have directed our Steps in the Paths of Vir- 
tue and ire Happineſs ; and that it would 
be much more for our Intereſt that he 
ſhould condu&t us by his Example than 4- 
2422 us by his Appearance ; and therefore 
that he might do fo, he ſent him to us in 
our own Natures, that ſo going before us 
as a Man he might ſhew us by his Exam- 
ple what became Men todo, and direct us 
by the Print of his own Footſteps. =— 
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therefore he aſſumed our Nature purely for 
our ſakes, what a ſfupendows Inſtance of 


God's Goodneſs was this; that for the fake 


of a World of miſerable Sinners he ſhould 
' be content that his own moſt dear and moſt 


glorious Son ſhould condeſcend to become 


a Man, and to empty himſelf into our Na- 
ture; that he who by the Divinity of his 
Nature was exalted more above that of the 
higheit Angel than zhat is above the /owest 
Animal, {ſhould perſonally unite himſelf to 
a Handful of Duſt, and marry his D:ivixzty 
to the Infirmities of our Nature; that he 
whoſe Throne was in the Heavens, and be- 
fore whoſe ſacred Feet the whole Choir of 
heavenly Angels lie proſtrate, ſhould abaſe 
himſelf fo 4m,; as to come down amo 

Mortals, and aſſociate himſelf with Com- 


panions {o.«aworthy of him ? O good God! * 


When thou haſt condeſcended fo /ow, what 
is there thou wilt not condeſcend to, to do 
good to: thy Creatures ? But this 15 not all, 
youſhall ſee him ſtoop lower yet; For 
5thly, The Greatneſs of God's Love and 
Goodneſs towards us appears alſo in this, 
that he gave up hs only begotten Son to be- 
come a #nſerable Man for Sinners. It would 
have been ſome Abatement to his »9/ghty 
Condeſcention, if when he ſent him down 
among us in-our Nature he had made lim 
ſupream 
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ſapream viſible Monarch of the World ; if h© 
had crowned him with all the Splendors of 
an earthly-Condition, if he had uſhered him 
into the Worldin a rriumphal Chariot with 
all the Kings of the Earth either proſtraze 
before him or chained at his Chariot-Wheels : 
This though a va# Condeſcention in the 
eterzal Son, yet would not have been fo 
low -2s it was'to be born of a poor Mother, 
£0 be educated as a Carpenters Soy, to beex- 
poſed to Wazt and Perary, to the Contempt 
of every ſordid Wretch, and the perpetual 
Perſecutions ofa bors{ſb and ili-natauredRable ; 
and yetthis was the wretched Stateto which 
God humbled his ow dear Son for our ſakes. 
For the Defign of his Humiliation being to 
raiſe us, the moſt merciful Father conſulted 
not fo much what was for his Eaſe, as 
what was for our Benefit ; for he knew 
well ones. nb > he haveintroduced 
him into the World jn earthly Pomp and 
| it would not have been {o 
well for us; that we were #00 Ambitious al- 
ready of the Vanities of this World, and 
that that had been the great Snare that had 
intangled and ruined'us ; and that therefore 
it was zeceſſary when his Sow came among 
us, he ſhould take us off from our over-eager 
Purſuit of ther, diſgrace and expoſe them 
to us by his own my Refuſal of them ; 
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that by ſeeing him trample on them when 
they lay all at his Feet we niight learit to 
deſpiſe them, and be at lehgth convinced 


what fooliſh Bargains we make when we ſell 
our Innocence : and our. Happineſs for ſuch 
inſignificant Trifles. He thought it much 
more neceſſary for us, that his So ſhould ex- 
erciſe his Virtue than diſplay his Greatneſs 
among us; and therefore! he:placed him in 
{uch CS cmniimces of human Life, 'where- 
in by his own Example he might copy out 
to us the »obleit Pattern of holy living. For 
of all States, that of AMiCtion affords the 


Jager Sphere to exerciſe hamaz Virtue'in ; 
an 


therefore in this State: out 'of his good 
Will tous heplaced his own Son; that here- 
in he might ſet us a Patten of Obedience to 
Supertors, and Contempt of the World ; of 
Patience: and Courage and Meekneſs and Re- 
ſgnation to the Will of God ;' that ſo by 
his Example we muight-be excited to the 
Exerciſe of all thoſe paſſive Virtues, which 
are not only moſt gloriows, but moſt diffi- 
cult ro'/haman Nature ; and that by behold- 
ing how ax and yet how good he was,we 
editions of being 
200d than great in the World. 

Now what an amazing Inſtance of God's 

Goodneſs is this, that meerly for our fak 

and to promote our Happineſs ; he ſho 
depreſs 
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depreſs his own Soz into. ſuch a miſerable 
Condition, that he who was in the Form of 
God, who thought it no Robbery to be equal with 
God, ſhould, by the Appointment of his 
own Father to whom he was ſo infinitely 
dear, make himſelf of »o Reparation, take 
on him the Form of a Servant, become a 
Ma of ſorrows; and acquaint himſelf with 
Griefs ; and all this to put himſelf into a 
better Capacity of doing good to the World? 
Good God! When I conſider with my felf 
that once there was a. Time when thou 
didſt ſend thy bleſſed Son from Heaven to 
aſlume my Nature ; that therein he, dwelt 
«pon this Earth and converſed with ſuch 
poor Mortals as my {elf ; that, he ſuffered 
himſelf to be deſpiſed and perſecuted, and 
by thy own Appointment wandred about 
lie a poor Wretch zaked and deſtitute of all 
thoſe Comforts which I abundantly enjoy, 
and all this that he night the more eJeatu- 
ally do good to a World of iHl-natured Sin- 
ners,methinks this wozderousProdigy of Love 


| not only puzles my Concelit, but outreach- 


es my Wonder and Admuratioa: And 
though it be a Love that exceeds my /arpeſt 
Thoughts, ſuch as I have ifizzte Cauſe to 
rejoyce in, _but: could never have had the 
Impudence. to- expect ; yet while I ſtand 
g42ing on it, methinks I am like one that is 
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looking down from a ſtupendous Precipice, 
whoſe Height fills me with a trembling 
Horrorand even overſets my Reaſon. 

6thly, And laſtly, 'The Greatneſs of God's 
Love and Goodneſs towards us appears al- 
ſo in this, that he gave his only begotten Son 
to be a Sacrifice for the Sins of milrable Sin- 
ners; and this is plainly implied in that 
Expreſſion, he pave his only begotten Son : 
For in the two Verſes foregoing the Text, - 
our Saviour foretells his own Death ; for 
as Moſes, ſaith he, lifted ap the Serpent in the 
Wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the Son of Man be 
lifted up : That whoſoever believeth in him, 
ſhould not periſh, but have eternal Life ; 
and then it immedaately follows, for God ſo 
loved the World that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that is, he gave Tien to be lifted «p 
upon the Croſs, even as the Serpent was 
lifted up by Moſes in the Wilderneſs; that 
ſo by his precious Death and Sacrifice he 
might make an Atonement for the Sins of 
the World: And accordingly he 1s {aid to 
be delivered up for our offences, Rom. iv. 25. 
evenas the Sacrifice was delivered up at the 


the propitiatory Sacrifi 
three Things were requiſite ;firfk, 
ing of it at the Door ofthe Tabernacle ; the 
ſlaying 
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ing of it, and the preſenting of its Blood 
AE within the ono olies, or elfe- 
where all which were found in the Sacrifice 
of our _ S4viogr. Firit, he offered him- 
ſelf to God as a willing Vittim for the Sins 
of the World. Hence Joh. xvii. 19. for this 
catſe, faith he, do 1 ſanitify my ſelf, that is, 
offer up my {elf as a Sacrifice to thee; for fo 


- in Tevit. xXu. 2, 3. and ſundry other places, 


to hallow or- ſanttify any Thing, to the Lord 
denotes the offering it to him in Sacrifice. 
And accordingly we find that that Prayer 
by which Chrizt conſecrated himſelf to the 
Lord, Joh. xvii was much like that by 
which the High Priett did conſecrate his 
Victims before the Altar on the great day 
of Expiation; for as he, before he ſlew 
the Sacrifice, did fir## commend himſelf 
and his own Famnly ; then the Family of 
Aaron and the whole Congregation to the 
Lord ; fo our Savioar,in this excellent Prayer 
whereby he ſanQtified himſelf to his Father 
a Sacrifice for the Sins of the World, fir 
commended himſelf to him,then his Apoſtles, 
then all thoſe who ſhould afterwards be- 
lieve in his Name; which having done, he 
went forth preſently tothe Place where he 
wasapprehended, and carried to Judgment 
and condemned to Death. "Then as a pro- 
pitiatory Sacrifice he was llaintor our fins, for 
| O 3 {0 


198 The Fifth Diſearſe, 


fo St. Petey tells us, Ephel. u. 24. he bore our 
Sins'in his own Body on the Tree ; that is, 
that natyralEvil of a moſt ſhameful and pain- 
- f«! Neath was inflicted on him for our-Suns, 
that ſohe a makeanExpiation for them, 
and free us from the Guilt and/Puniſhment 
that was due to them. Hence-in that Pro- 
phecy of him, Tfa.liu, we often meet with 
{uch Expreſſions as theſe, ſurelyhe hath born 
our Griefs, and carried our Sorrows ; he was 
Wounded for our Tranſereſſions, hewas Bruiſed 
for oar Iniquities : The chaſtiſement of our Peace 
was upon him, and with his Stripes we are 
Healed, The Lord hath. laid on him the in- 
zquity of us all : For the tranſereſſion of my peo- 
ple was he ſtricken : Thoi ſhalt make his Sout 
an offering for Sin, and he ſhall bear their In- 
equities: He was numbered with the Tranſereſ- 
fors, *and he bare the ſin of Many, and made 
interceſſion for the Tranſpreſſors : All which 
Expreſſions do plainly unply. that what he 
{uffereq he- ſuffered for our Sins as a Sacri- 
fice ſubſtituted in the Room of us who 
were the. Offeriders, that ſo he might make 
Expiation - for. us, and obtain our Pardon 
from his Father. -And accordingly: in the 
New Teſtament: he 1s ſaid to be-made aCurſe 
for us, to be our Ranſom and Propitiation, 
to redeem and reconcile us,..and obtary the 
Remifſion of our Sins by his. Blood ; to -” 
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for us and for our Sins, and to be our Pro- 
pitiation ; all which Expreſſions being ap-- 
plyed ta the Sacrifices of Atonement under 
the Law, and from them derived upon our 
Savioar do plainly denote him to be a Sacri- 
fice of Atonement for the Sins.of the 
World. And then laſtly, there is the pre- 
ſenting of his Blood for us in Heavex, and 
in the Virtue thereof his interceeding for 
us with his Father, And hence the Blood 
of Chriſt, as it is now preſented jn Hezwer, 
-iscalled the blood of Sprixkling, which ſpeakerh 
better things than that of Abel, Heb. xii. 24, 
In which he plainly alludes to the Hg 
Prieif's ſprinkling of the Blood of the Sa- 
crifice in the Holy of Holies, which was a 
'Type of Chrifts preſenting his Blood for 
usin Heavens you may ſee, Heb. ix, 7, com- 
pared with the x 1th and 12th Verſes. Verſe 
7th he tells us that the High Prieſt entered 
20t into the Holy of Holies without blood: But 
 thenVerſer 2h it 15 faid that Chriſt wth his 
own blood entred in once into the holy place, ha- 
wing obtained eternal Redemption for us. 
And in Virtue of this Blood, which he 
poured out as a Sacrifice of our Sins upon 
the Croſs, he now pleads our Cauſe at the 
right Hand of his Father, and ever liyes to 
make Interceſſion for us. So that you ſee 
the Death of Chriſt had in itall the zeceſſary 
1 | "0-4 
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Ingredients of a. progeny Sacrifice for the 
Sins of the World ; and having ſo, what. a 
prodigiousInſtanceis it of the Love of God 
to us, thatrather than deſtroyus, he would 
ove up his own Soz: to be a Saerifice for us ? 
I do not deny, but if he had pleafed he 
might have pardoned and faved us without 
any Sacrifice at all ; but he knew very well 
that if he ſhould do ſo, it would be much 
worſe for us, He knew that if he ſhould 
pardon our Sins without givuig us ſome 


great Inſtance of his implacable Hatred of 


them, we ſhould be roo prone to prefume 
upon his Lenity, and thereupon to return 
again to our old Vomit arid Uneleanneſs ; 
and therefore though it would have been 
more for the Eaſe and Intereſt of his bleſſed 
Son to have pardoned us without any Sa- 
crifice at ae et ſuch was his Love to us, 
that becauſe + foreſaw that this Way of 
pardoning would prove-fatal and dangerous 
to us, he was reſolved that he would not 
do it without bemmg moved thereunta 
by the greatef# Sacrifice the World 
could afford him, and that no /s aPro- 
pitiation ſhould appeaſe his Wrath againſt 
Offenders than the Blood of his own Son; 
that ſoby behowlng his Severity againſt our 
Sins in this axvalzable Sacrifice of the Blood 
of his So, we might be ſufficiently terrified 

| | | from 
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frotty retarning again to then, by the very 
ſane Neon ths moyed wg pardor 
them; that we might not think hghr of 
that which God wonld' not forgive 
without ſuch a va# Corfideration, but 
tight tremble to think' of repeating thoſe 
Sins, the Price-of whofe Pardon was the 
deare#t Blood of the So of God, Henee is 
that of the” Apoftte, Rom. iii. 25, 26. whom 
God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation, through - 
faith in his Blood, toderlave his Righteouſneſs, 
thatis, his righteons Severity againft Sin, for 
the remiſſion: of Sins that are paſt, through the 
forbearanceof God; to declare, Tſay, at this time 
his Riphreoufneſs ; that he night be juſt, that 
is, fafficiently ſevere againſt the Sins of Men 
fo as to wath them fron returning, ad 
the juſt ifier of hins that beljeveth inFeſus. So 
that now he hath reduced Things to an ex- 
cellent TR, having fo provided, that 
neither himfelf nor we nit$htbe damnified ; 
that we mightit not ſuffer by out doing 
agam what we have done; and that he 
might not ſuffer by our doing till the fame ; 
thathe might be what he is, apare and a ho- 
ly Saviour ; and that we might be what we 
ca, dutifal and obedient SubjeAts. Now 
what ant a77uz7np Inftarice of God's Love is 
this, that he ſhould fo far conſult the 990d 
of his Creatures as to Sacrifice his own So 

| to 
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to their Benefit and Safety ? How inexpreſ- 
fibly muſt he needs loye us, that for.our 
fakes could behold his moſt dearly beloved 
Son hanging on: the Croſs, covered with. 
Woundsand Blood, forſaken by his Friends, 
deſpiſed and ſpit on_ by his, Barbarows Ene- 
mis ; that.could hear him complain in the 
Bitterneſs of his Soul, My God, :wy Gad, 
why ha#t thou forſaken; me * And yet ſuffer 
him to continue under that a»ſufferable Ago- 
ny till he had given up his wh:re and inocent 
Soul an «ſpotted: Sacrifice for. the: Sins of 
the World : Yea, that notwithſtanding the 
znfinite Love that he bore hum, . and the 
piteous Moans that his Torments. forced 
from him, was ſo far from relieving tum, 
that for our ſakes. he inflicted upon hum the 
utmo#t Miſery that haman Nature could 
bear; that ſo having an experimental.Senſe 
of the moſt grievous Suffering that Man- 
kind is liable to, and being . touched 
with the atmoſt Feeling of our Infirmitics, 
and in all Points tempted like unto us, he 
might carry a more tender Commileration 
tor us to Heaven, and know the better how 
t0 pity us in allour Griets and Extremuties. 
For 22 all things it behoved him, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, to. be made like unto his Brethren, 
that he might be a merciful and faithful high 
priest, ltch, ii. 17, Hear O Heavens, and 
giVe 
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vive Ear O Earth, and let all the Creation 
attend with Aftoniſhment tq this fupendous 
Story of Love, which ſo far exceeds all the 
herouck Kindnefles that ever any Romance of 
Friendſhip thought. of, that no Ye/s Evi- 
dence than that of Miracles could have 
ever rendred it credible. Well then might 
the Apoſtle ſay, herein is love, not that we 
loved God, for after ſuch va# Obligations 
this is no great Wonder, but that he lowed 
5, aud ſent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our Sins, 1 Joh. iv. 10, And thus you fee 
what an #»ſpeakable Inſtance of the Love of 
God, his giving his o»ly begotten Son is. Þ 
{hall now conclude this Argument with a 
few pratical Inferences from the whole. 

1. From hence IT infer what »o»ſtrow: 
Ingratitude it would be in'us to deny any 
Thang to Godthat he demandsat our Hands, 
who hath been ſo /iberal to ys as to give up 
his ozly begottes Son tor our ſakes.  Obleſſed 
God ! Tf it were. poſſible for us to do or ſuf- 

Fer for thee a thouſand Times more than at 
preſent we are able, what a poor Return 
were-this for the Gift of thy Soz, that az- 
ſpeakable Expreſſion of thy Goodneſs? And 
cart we deny thee any Thing after ſuch an 
Inſtance of Love; eſpecially when thy De- 

ands are ſo gentle and ay gs When 
e requires nothing of us but what is tor 
| | | Our 
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our good, and the Requital he demands for 
all his Love to us, is only that we ſhould 
loveour ſelvesand expreſs thisL.oveindoing 
thoſe Duties which he therefore enjoyns, 
becauſe they tend to our Happineſs; an 

avoiding thoſe Sths which he therefore for- 


| bids, becauſe he kriows they. will be our 


Bane and Poyſon? Canany of my Lufts be 
as dear to me as the only berotten Sor was 
to the Father of all things ? And yet he 
parted with him out of Love to me ; and 
ſhall not FT part with theſe for the Love of 
him ? How cati we pretend to any Thing 
that is mode## or ingenuous, tetidey Of appre- 
henſrve 1n hamane Natare, when nothing 

will oblige us, no not this 4fonifbing Love 
of God in ending his Sox from Heaves to 
live and die Miſerably forour ſakes? Loyd ! 
What do thy hoh Angels think of us? How 
do thy bleſſed Saints reſent our Unkindnefs 
towards thee? TRy ney do the Devils 
themſelves reproach and upbraid our Baſe- 
neſs; who, bad as they are, were never 
ſo much Devils yet as'to make an-«ngrateful 
Return offſuch a va# Obligation? 

 2ly, From hence I infer how deſperate 
our Condition will be if we defeat the End 
of this Gift of the Sox of God, and render 


tt #neffeftnal to us. For God hath no more 


Sons to beſtow upon us, he being the only 
| ' bepotten 
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begotten of his Father ; Heaven and Earth 
are not able to furniſh hum with fuch a»- 
other Gift to beſtow upon us ;and if he ſhould 
lay a Tax upon all his Creation to raiſe one 
great Contribution to the Happineſs of Man- 
kind, and exa& the utmo#t of every Crea- 


ture that it is able to Contribute, it would 
all fall infinitely ſhort of what he hath done 


for us in this i»eſtimableGift of his own Soy. 


$o that if this prove ineffti#ual, it is beyond 
the Power of an omn:potent Bounty to re» 
lieve us. For though God can do all Things 
that can be well and wiſely done, and do 
not imply a ContradiCtion ; yet this can 
be noReliefat all to us, who reje& his Sox, 
and refuſe to be made happy in the gracious 
Method which he hath preſcribed to, us. 
For after this »ighty Gift of his own Sor 
to ſave us according to the Method of his 
Goſpel, there remains nothing more to be 
done for us, but either to fave us whether 
we will, or no; orelſe to make us happy 
in our Sins, and fave us notwithſtanding 
our Continuance in them ; the former of 
which can neither be well nor wiſely done, 
becauſe by faving us againft our Wills he 
muſt deal with us in ſuch a Way as 1s repug- 
ant to that Law of Liberty that is implant- 
ed in our Natures, and uſe us not as Free,but 
as Neceſſary Agents. And if conſidering all 
things 
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things, it was be# and wiſe#thathe ſhould 
make us free Agents, then it can neither be 
well nor wiſe to governus as zeceſ[ary ones ; 
ſince by ſo doing he muſt alter the Courſe 
of our Nature, and wap apt {werve 
and decline from what is be# and. wiſe#, 
which would be to do Violence to the Per- 
fettion of his own Nature. And then as 
for the latter, he cannot do it ; becauſe it 
umplies a Contradition: For to make 
Men happy in their Sins, is to make them 
happy in their Miſeries ; Miſery being as 
enſeparable from Sin as Heat is from Fire, 
and as intimately related to it as the Soz: is 
to the Father ; and conſequently he may as 
poffibly make a Father without a Soy, asa 
Sinner without Miſery. When therefore God 
hathdoneall for us that can poſſibly bedone, 
and we by our own Obſtinacy have rendred 
all :neffeftual, we are beyond the Power of 
Remedy, and muſt neceſſarily periſh in our 
Sins. And when we have no other Hope 
to depend on but this, thatthe Al-miſe God 
will azd0 his own Workmanſhip, and «z- 
ravel our Nature by governing us contrary 
to the moſt wee Conititution of 1t; or that the 
All-powerful God will eftet Impoſlibilities, 
and do that for us which is not an Object 
of Power, how deplorable and deſperate muſt. 


our Condition be? Wherefore, as you would 
not 


Upm JOHN 3.16. 207 
not run your ſelves beyond the Reach of | 
all Mercy, and excommunicate your own 
Souls from all Hope of Salvation, be now 
at laſt perſuaded to comply with Chriſt's 
Coming, which was to reduce you from 


the Error of your Ways, and to bring you 
to aſerious Repentance. 
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1 -+==» That whoſaever believeth im him, 
fhould' not periſh, but haye everlaſt- 


ng Life. 


N theſe Words you have the Love of 
God meaſured by a twofold Standard ; 
firit by the Greatneſs of the Gift which 
he hath beſtowed upon the World, 

God ſo loved the World that he gave his only 


begotten Son ;, Secondly,” by the bleſſed End 


[ 


( 
- for which he did beſtow him, that whoſoever | 
believeth in him ſhould not periſh, &c. The 
4 fr# of theſe I have already gone through, p: 
1 and now I ſhall proceed to the Secoxd, viz. - 
| The bleſſed End for which he gave his only ' 
| | begotten Son, That whoſoever believeth in him ? 
| ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. , 
# In which Words you have alſo wo very i 
| great Inſtances of God's infinite Love and . 
l good Will to Mankind ; the'Fir## is his im- , 
j poſing upon us ſuch a gentle, and eaſe, and . 
þ merciful Condition, That whoſoever believeth l 
| in him, Secondly, His propoſing ſuch a va## 1” 
| Reward to us upon our performing of this 
| Condition. M 
| 
| 


AL 
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I begin with the fr#, viz. His impoſing 
upon us ſuch a gentle and eafie, and merciful 
Condition, That whoſoever believeth in hi 

ſhould not periſh, In the Management of 
which TI ſhall do theſe two 'Things : 

1; Shew you what it is that is included 
in this Condition, whoſoever believeth 

- Jna_;. 

2, How good God hath been to us in ma- 
king the Condition which he hath 
impoſed upon us ſo gextle and merci- 

ul, z 
1. Whatisit that is included in 7h7s Con- 
dition ? To which I an{wer in gereral, that 
believing in Chri#t doth not only denote a 
zaked Aſſent to the Truth of this Propoſiti- 
on, That he is the Son of Cod, and the Meſ- 
ſenger of Gods Mind and Will to the World, 
and the Saviour of Mankind : but thatit alſo 
includes whatſoever 1s naturally conſequent 
thereunto. For thus it is very ordiary with 
the Scripture to exprels the natural Effects 
and Conſequents of things by their Cautes 
and Principles. This is the love of God, faith 
the Apoſtle, that we keep his Commanaments, 
x Jo. v. 3. whereas in fſtrictneſs of Speak- 
ing; our keeping his Commandments 1s 0n- 
ly the Effe& or Conſequence of our loving 
him. So Prov. viii. 13. The fear of the Lord 
7s to hate evil ; whereas indeed thus 1s only 
P the 
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the Effect, or Conſequence of the Fear of 


the Lord. Thus by knowing, and hearing, 
and remembring of God the Scripture uſually 
expreſſes the conſequent Effetts of them , 
Thus Act. xxi. 14. The God of our Fathers 
hath choſen thee, that thou ſhould#t know his 
Will, that is, that thou mayſt not only 
know it, but by thy Knowledge mayſt be 
ſuitably afteQted with it ; (for it was not to 
a bare contemplative Knowledge of it that 
St. Paul was choſen: ) and then it follows, 


; and ſcethat Fuſt one, and ſhouldſt hear the voice 


of his Mouth ; that is, that hearing the 
Voice of his Mouth, thou ſhouldſt there- 
by be induced to obey it; for he was not 
meerly to hear Chri#t ſpeaking to him out 
of the Heavens, but that hearing him he 
might ſubmit to his Will, and become his 
Apoſtle to the World. Many other Places 
I _ eaſily give you, where the zatural 
Eftects and Conlequentsare in Scripture ex- 
preſſed by their Cauſes and Principles. 
And thus alſo Faith or Believing whenſo- 
cver it is uſed in Scriprare to ſignify the 
Condition of the Goſpel-Covenant always 
imploies its zataral Effects and Conſequents, 
that 1s, ſizcere and anverſal Obedience to 
thoſe Rules of Holy Living which the Go- 
/pel preſcribes ; for this is the moſt atural 
Eftect of our believing in Jeſs Chriſt. And 


hence 
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hence it is called he obedience of Faith , 
Rom. xvi. 26. that is, the Obedience which 
ſprings from Faith, as from its 'Cauſe and 
Principle; And- accordingly , Roy. x. 16. 
ou find that to believe and to obey the Goſpel 
ignifies one and the ſame Thing; But they 
have not all obeyed the Goſpel, faith he ; for 
Eſjaias faith, Lord, who hath believed our re- 
port ? that is, who hath believed it, fo as 
toobey it? So that whereſoever Faith is men- 
tioned ſingly as the Condition of the Goſpel- 
Covenant, 1t 1s apparent it muſt be under- 
ſtood in the /arge# Senſe,as comprehending 
that Obedience which isthe Effect and Con- 
ſequence of it, So x Joh. v. 1. Wheſoever 
believeth that Jeſus ts the Chriſt, is born of 
God; that is, whoſevever ſo believes the 
Truth of this Propoſition as to practiſe up- 
on it, and govern his Lifeand Attions ac- 
cording to the Tenour and Direction of it, 
is truly a Child of God, For he who be- 
lieves Chriſt tobe the Meſzzs, but continues 
obſtinately diſobedient to his Laws, is fo far 
from being truly and really a Chila of God, 
that he thereby becomes tex Times more 
a Child of the Devil ; for, faith the Apoſtle, _ 
If I have all Faith, and have not Charity, I 
am nothing ; and Gal. v. 5. For in Jeſus Chriſt 
neither Circumciſion avatleth any thing, nor 
Uncircumciſion, but Faich which worketh by 
7 2 Love ; 


7 bs; 


Lowe; andif ſo, then Faith it ſelf is nothing 
abſtrated from this bleſſed, EfteQ of it, i.e. 
working by love: For in Gal.vi.15. he tells us 
that C:rcamciſion is nothing, but the new Crea- 
ture ; by which ew Creature he means an 
obedient Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind, 
as he plainly tells us, x Cor. vu. 19. Crr- 
eumciſion is nothing, and Uncircumeciſion is 
nothing, but the keeping of the Command- 
ments of God. So that by theſe different 
Variations of expreſſion it is apparent, that 
by Faith as ſignificant in the Account of 
Chriſt, he always means a working Faith, the 
Efte& of which is the ew Creature, or keep- 
ing the Commandments of God,” And ſo Thave 
done with the fir# Thing propoſed, which 
was to ſhew you what 1s included in this 
Condition, whoſoever believeth in him, which 

ou ſee 15 not to be confined to a bere and 
zaked Behef of him, but muſt be extend- 
ed further,even to that whole Courſe of Obe- 
dience which is the -atzral Effe&t of ſuch a 
Belief. So that whoſoever believes in him, 
is as much as if he had ſaid, Whoſoever ſo 
believes in him, as ſincerely and univerſally to 
obey him. 

2. I proceed now to the zext Thing, 
which was toſhew you how goodGod hath 
been to us in making the Condition which 
he hath impoſed upon us, ſo gentle and mer- 
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cifal ; and” this will appear if we conſider 
theſe five Things. 
x, That he hath put. nothing into rh 
/ Condition but what is in its ow Na- 
ture exceeding good for us. 
-''2. 'That-he hath moſt mercifully propor- 
-: toned the Whole to the preſert State and 
.-Cmcumftances of our Nature. 
3. 'Thatthe hath rendred the Whole al- 
moſt neceſſarily conſequent to our believ- 
{ 1ng 1n Jeſus Chri#. 
'4. "Phat to beget [that Belzef in us, he 
:17chath' given us the moſt p/aiz and cor 
-»vrucing Evidence. 
37; Thar (to render this Belief operarive, 
'he Wir, tp himſelf to aff, attu- 
ate, and inliven it by his ow 7mmediate 
- + Concurrence. 

I. That God hath put nothing into zh# 
Condition but what is in its own Nature ex- 
ceeding good for us. For there is no Pre- 
cept in all the Goſpel but what contains ei- 
ther ſome effeFual Means or apparent In- 
ſtance of what is'morally and eteryally Good; 
and whatſoever 1s morally good is naturally ſo, 
For the *moral . Goodneſs of "Things con- 
ſifts in the Fitneſs and Reaſonableneſs of 
them, and that whichis the mzora! Good, or 
Duty of Men confifts in doing that which 
is eternally fit and reaſonable for them, con- 
| | P 3 {idering 
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ſidering the Frame and: Circumſtances of 
their Natures, and the d:fferept Relations 
wherein they are. placed iin; the World. 
But now for Men to do: what. ts eternally 
fit and reaſonable, isnaturally - good for and 
beneficial to themſelves ; :hechuſe: by ſo. do- 
ing they perfect and 4ddvayce. 'their | Nas 
tures, and accompliſh their -@wn. Satis 
faction and Happineſs. : For; 'our'Reaſon 
being that proper CharaQter of our Natures 
that diſtinguiſhes us from all ſ@blarary Be- 
ings, and ſets us in a Form of Being' above 
them ; _ > yr _ our - eve muſt 
neceſſarily conſiſt in being. per reaſon- 
able ;in brig our Under pandings 2 cane 
with the Principles of 74ghe Reaſon, and 
our Walls and Aﬀections regulated by them; 
and when once we are releaſed; from the 
Slaveries of Senſe and Paſſion, and all our 
Powers are fo perfectly ſubdued to this ſa 
perior Principle of Reaſon, as to do every 
Thing that it commands, and nothing that 
it forbids, and wechuaſe and refuſe, and love, 
and hate, and hope, and fear, and delight, ac- 
cording as right Reaſon direts and diRates ; 
then,and nat till then weare come to the full 
Statureof perfect Men in Chri#t Jeſus. *Now 
all the Duty of the Goſpel being a reaſonable 
Service, as the Apoltlecalls it, Row, xu. x, 
the End andTendency ofit muſt be to habzzu- 


ate 
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ate us to live according to the Laws of 

right Reaſon, which is all oneastoadvance 

us. to the 'Perfeftion of reaſonable Beings ; 
and being once arrived at this, we ſhall 
find «»ſpeakableSatisfattion from within our 
ſelves, and feel a Heaven of Joys ſpringing 
up within ozr own Boſoms. For when once 
our 4isjointed Powers are {etin Order, and 
all our Faculties reduced to their 24tural 
Subordination, our Nature will bein perfec7 
Reſt and Eafe, being freed from that «z- 
zatural Viodence and Oppreſſion under 
which it now groans, and cured of all thoſe 
Spaſms and Convelſions of Mind which are 
he izfeparable EffeQts of its Lapſe and De- 

gefieracy. And all the Motions of our Wills 
and AﬀeCtions being regulated by the erey- 
zal Reaſon of 'our Minds, with what de- 
lightful Reliſhes and ſweet Gufts of Plea- 
ſure ſhall we taſteand review ogr own Afti- 
ons, they heing always ſuch as our #e# and 
pure Reaſon.doth approve of with a ful 
and «x24inſaying Judgment ? Sothat God's 
Commands, ' you fee, being all of them 
moſt reaſoxable mult necellarily tend to the 
Perfection and Happineſs of -our Nature ; 
beſides, that they generally promote even 
our ſenſitive Happineſs, our Plzaſare, and 
Profit, and Repatation 1n this World. Now 
What a moſt endearing lnitance is this of 
7 4 God's 
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God's Goodneſs towards us; that he ſhould 
make our Benefit the Meaſure, of our Duty, 
and oblige us to nothing but what is for our 
good; that he ſhould fo: far concern himſelf 
in out Happineſs, as to umpoſe” it upon us 
under the Penalty of his ſeveref diſpleaſure, 
and to. inforce his Laws with ſuch 2zviting 
and {uch- dreadful Sanftions, ' only to ſecure 
us from running away. from our own Mer- 
cies? So that tobe aC Inifien, is 1n Effect 
nothing elſe but only to be-obliged to be 
kizd to our ſelves, and bound m Conſcience 
to be happy : Good God, that thou ſhouldft 
be ſo infinitely - Zgalows of our Welfare as 
to make the Means of it the'only Matter 
of thy Laws, 'and to pronuſe:ſuch vaft Re- 
wards, and denounce ſuch dreadful Puniſhs 
ments againſt us for\o:'other- Reaſon but 
only to affright and allure us out of Miſery 
into Happineſs ! "That thou ; ſhouldſt haze 
our Sins ſo amplacably, only becauſe the 
are our #rreconcilable Enemies, 'and be 1o 
infinitely pleaſed with ouri Obedience, only 
becauſe it leads to our exaleſs, Bliſs and Per:- 
fection ! And thatitist is ſo plain and 
apparent, that we cannot but acknowledge 
it a moſt convincing Inſtance of God's 2x; 
finite Goodneſs towards ws, ' © 

2/y, That God hath moſt mercifully pro- 
portioned thes Condition to the preſent _ 
| | | an 
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humane Nature was tediffeb; | howr'ies 
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and Circumſtances of our Naure. He aw 
very well into what a deploxable Condi 


Strength was broker, and :4ts\ Health and 

Vigor impair*d and decajed;\howats Reaſtnh: 
was. clouded, and all-its Faculties deprenedly 
how apt it was'to be: farprized,..andto.att 
unadviſedly; ſometimes for. Want of Fixing 
ſometimes for 'Want 'of Ofdtr and Diftus 
f#:0n in ts Thoughts ;-how.\muchrit-was 
hindred from atting regulatly by 9aervineng 


Accidents,” ant how it wasiweaterd and; 
termined by. the b:d. Hahits.and Necelfts 
ties it had generally-contrated; — 
it eo —_— 

graciouſly accommodated.'its Burehen 6 
its Strength,” anditaken Mefure:ofes Bujs 
ty by its Ability to diſchargest-:For/thaugh 
in his' Goſpel he requires thatwerſbouldppens 
ett holineſs inthe foor of (Fed, al 
as our Father in Heaven is, +, than; 
that we ſhould advance; to the moi Des 
grees and as oe re yn TRE 
Natures are capable ot ;; yet Aaerequires tas 
of us under ſuch  -oderaft Penaltiesas:ame 
no. ways defiradtive 16, our ecternat Happts 
neſs, ſuch as the hiding: his Face;fromius; 
and- other ſuch-like paternal; Severities'and 
Caſtigatians; his correQingus withtheRed 
of temporal Judgments,and abating us anthe 
NG Degreey 
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Degrees ofour f@rzre Happineſs proportion- 
oo A NEAark Nor prowe 
ments, which Penalties though they are /ufi- 
cient tO quicken our Endeavours,and excite us 
fill to a farther Progreſs from ove Degree of 
Virtue to avther ; yet are they not ſuch asdo- 
excommunicate usfrom Heaven, or dſſeize us 
of the Reward ofour honeft and ſincere Obe- 
dience. ' And indeed ſhould God have been 

ein marking 'what we do amiſs, and 
exacted ofus'under:the Penalty of Damna- 
tion the w#z-off:/ Degrees and Tmprovements 
that are poſſible for us to attain, no Fleſh 
would be ſaved ;: it being morally impoſſeble 
for us in this- degenerate State 'to do always 
the :utoſt Good,' or avoid the utmoſt Evil 
that we are' able;” and therefore out of a 
render Regard'to the Weakneſs and Infir- 
= -of -our” Nature, he hath only forbid 
thoſe NegleQts and Miſcarriages under this 
Declaration that they are iconſiſtent with 
the Sincerity of our Submiſfion and Obedi- 
ence to him. But as for our ora Defects 
and Infirmities 'and Surpriſes, though ſo 
tar as it is in our Power to avoid them, they 
are truly Sins againſt the Law of PerfeCtion, 
and as {uch we ought to lament, and beg 
Pardon forthem; yet, Thanks be to a mer- 
ciful God, we ſhall only be chaſtned for them 
here, that we may not be condemned with = 
| Worlo 
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World, as the Apoſtle expreſies it; '1 Cor, xi; 
32, LE Henk Att the -othey 
World forhaving fowed Jeſs.Degrees of go9d 
than we might, and: ought [to have done 
1a ths ;as the fame Apoſtle & Cor.ix:6,” Tis 
true indeed; as: for wrlful: Sinners,” he hath 
concluded them:(as it 15 very reaſonable he 
ſhould) under the Sentene&vt erepal Death; 
for -ſhould he' let ſuch-go-mipuniſhed;” he 
muſt &en- reſign-up his Government, and 
leavethe wretched World in a State of nar - 
chy and\Confuſzon; but yet'to.theſe he hath 
extended as much Kindneſs, as was poſſible 
for a wiſe-and:pracions Goverfiour to do; 
for he hath-not fo irrecoverably: concluded 
them under- this-d:refal Senteiice; but that 
ſill he doth indulze tothem the ſaving Rey 
medy-of Repentance, having for the fake of 
Jeſus,and his at-/afficient Propitmation bound 
hanſelf by Promiſe to pardon and receive 
ito his Favour-every wilfa! Sinner in the 
World, ifhe will but repent of what is paſt, 
and amend for the future. Thus to fave 
the miſerable World he hath gone to the 
«tmoft Borders of what is fit and reaſonable, 
and done as much for us as it was pofſeble 
for the Juſtice and ReQirude of his Nature 
to admit of; for ſhould he have proceeded 
any further he muſt have pardoned ime. 
text, Sinners Whuch he could not have __ 
« Wills 
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? 2ging their Re- 


or God wiſely grant? If Godhad ſuminoned 
usto os Prev Council ety; 7" Xa 
PrQI nl 110 grant Us any; 4 erms OI dalvas 
ton that. we our Jdves. could think fit to 
ropoſe to him, ſurely the. utmoſt that any 
ef, Man |could have asked would have 
Cen Muy, 5:3-Lord ! Be: but: ſo merciful 
45, $0 confiaer the Weakneſs apd Infirmity of our 
{Natares ſo. as not to caſt as off fe every Neg- 
kett..or Miſcarriage ghat was only ; poſſible for 
4; f0,4v014,: , And if at any; time me. ſhould be 
. Wretches as knowingly and wilfully to Of- 
fend thee, be but ſo gracions. as to receive us 
again. into, thy Fauour 15 pi we heartily 
repent and amend: This is the utmait that we 
canrequeſt at, thy Hands, and for this we will 
pre thee on the bended Kyees of our Souls, 
4a adore. thy Goodneſs for ever and ever : 
Why. now all this he hath freely granted 
ys. of his wn Accord ; and is not this a 
moſt amazing Inſtance of his Gann , 
| thay 


there beyond this that wexanmodeſtly ask, 


that of his 'own free Motion: he ſhould 
thus indulge to us the atmoft Mitigations 
that we could have modeſtly deſired, and 
condeſcended ſo 'far to our Weakneſs, that 
without an «npardonable Tmpudence we 
_ defire hum to condeſcend- yet fur- 
rner. | 

3dly, That he hath rendred the Perform- 
ance of the whole Condition of our Salvati- 
on almoſt neceſſarily conſequent to our be- 
lieving in Jeſw#s Chriſt : For in that Reve+ 
lation of his Will which he hath made by 
Jeſus Chriſt he hath preſſed the Performance 
of this Condition upon us with ſuch zrre- 
fiſtible Arguments, as muſt needs prevail 
whereſoever they are heartily believed and 
duly conſidered, What Mancan be ſo tu- 
pid as to trample upon Chriſt's Law, that 
firmly believes and conſiders thoſe glorious 
Rewards it propoſes to all that ſincerely 
obey it ? What pleaſures of Sin can ſeduce 
that Man from his Duty whois firmly per- 
{uaded that after a few Moments Obedience 
he ſhall ſwim in Rivers of Pleaſures that 
flow from God's right Hand for evermore ? 
How can any Man have the Courage to 
violate the Laws ofour Saviour, whohearti- 
ly believes and conſiders thoſe d:reful Pu- 
niſhments which he hath denounced againſt 
the Tranſgreſſors of them ? And what E- 
| vils 
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*vilsor Miferies can ſcare that:Man from his 
Duty, that is-:chained fo faſt to it by the 
Conſideration of that Wrath of God which 
is revealed: from #eavez againſt all Un- 
righteouſneſs 'and Ungodlineſs of Men ? 
How can any Man love his Sins any longer, 
that believes and reads that bloody Story of 
them that is written in the Agony and Paſſi- 
on of the Son of God ? When we confider 
that he was delivered for our Offences, and 
that our Sins were the prizcipal Aftors of all 
that woful Tragedy ; that they were theſe 
that betrayed, arraigned, and condemmed him ; 
that borrowed the Throats of a barbarous 
Rabble to cry out Crucify him, Crucify him ; 
' thatb«fferedand ſcourged him with the Hands 
of the rude Soldiers ; that gored his Sides 
with the Spear, mms his Temples with 

the 'Fhorns, rent his ſacred Hands and Feet 
with the Nails that faſtned him tothe Croſs; 
how can we believe and conſider that our 
Sins did thus barbaroufly treat the beſt 
Friend we have in the World without be- 
ing all izflamed with Tndignation againſt 
them? Again, how can we reflet upon 
that dreadful Difpleaſure God expreſſed a- 
gainſt our Sins in this d;/-al Example of Sa- 
crificing his own Soz forthem, without be- 
ing filled with Horror, and ſtruck into a 
trembling Agony at the Thought of them ? 
Once 


? 
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Once more, How can we be fo deſperatly 
fool-hardyas to go on in our Sins,jf we believe 
and conſider the Article of the Day of Judg- 
ment, wherein we muſt give an Account 
of whatſoever we have done in the Fleſh 
whether it be good, or evil, and ard. or 
fall to all Erernity according as we have dif- 
charged or neglected this great Condition 
ofour Salvation ? "Theſe are ſuch mizhty Ar- 
guments, as one would think, it were im- 
poſſible for Men firmly to belzeve, and yet 
not be perſuaded by them. Thus God in his 
Mercy and Goodneſs to us hath furniſhed 
the Revelation of his Sox with ſuch preva- 
lent Motives, that our believing in him al- 
moſt neceſſarily draws after it the Perform- 
ance of the whole condition of our Salvati- 
on ; for upon our believing in Jeſs, and 
conſidering his Propoſals, we are compal- 
ſed round about withſo many pauiſſant Rea- 
ſons to ſubmit our {elves to his Laws, as 
(one would think) all the Temptations 
of the Devil and the World are not able to 
reſiſt. So careful hath God been to ſecure 
us from Sin and Miſery, that knowing the 
Force of our zatural Reaſon to be ſo weak to 
ſecure us, he hath ſent us down thele freſh 
Auxiliaries from Heaven, by whoſe Afſi- 
ſtance, if we do but truſt to and imploy 
them, we may ealily repulle all the Temp- 
tations 


224 The: $1xth Deſcourſe : 
eitions of Sin,-and fight our Way through 


- af the Difficulties of our Duty. © For this is 


#be: Vidtory, faith the Apoſtle, by which we 
overcome the World, even our Faith, x John 
y. 4.. which Wordsare urged by him as an 
Indtance of the Eafineſs and Gentleneſs of 
our Obedience: to the Goſpel, which is the 
Condition of our Salvation ; for v. 3. ſaith 
he, th u the love of God that we keep his Com 
amandments, and his Commandments are not 
grtevous. Well, but how doth this appear ? 
Why faith he, for every one that is born of 
God overcometh the World, and this is theVi- 
&ory that overcometh the World, even our 
Faith, For who ts he that overcometh the 
World, but he that believeth that Jeſus is the 
Son of God, v.5, Sothat he _ the ca- 
fineſs of the Goſpel Commands by this Argu- 
ment, that the keeping thein depends upon 
that Faith by which we believe Jo to be the 
Sor of God, By this means therefore God 
hath mercifully rendred the Condition of 
our Salvation eaſie to us by rendring the Per- 


- formance of it ſo neceſſarily corſequent to 


our believing in Feſus ; 1n which how good 
he hath been to us will evidently appear, if 
we conl(ider. | 

4thly, That to beget this Belief in us he 
hath given us the molt plain and convincing 
Evidence; viz. the Evidence of thoſe »2:- 
raculous 
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the Miniſtry of our Sav/onrand his Apoſtles, 
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yiculows Works wherewith he accompanied 


and fealed/and confirmedit tothe World ; 
which of all Kinds of Evidence is the moſt 

af to-convinee,- and perſuade the World of / 

e'Truth'of any divine Revelation ; for / 

this Kind*of * Evidence appeals tro Mens 
Senſes,and is ſuch an Argument as they may 
fee and ronch and handle ; and Men are ge- 
nerally apt” to' give,"more' Credit to their” 
own'Senfes thari' to the tleare# Inferences 
and DeduRtions of. Reaſon.. And indeed 
the Generality of Men are hardly capable of 
any other Notices of Things but what are 
immediarly impreſſed upon them by the Ob- 
jets of their Senſe ; for they have not Skill 
enough to compare ſimple Terms fo exattly 
with oze another as to compound them into 
true Propoſitions, and then to infer from 
every ſuch Propofitioa its zarura! Conſe- 
_ and DeduQtions. Theſe are Things 
that require agreat deal more Art and Let- 
ſure, than Mens Educations and Affairs will 
ordinarily afford them. But Mzrracles are” 
Things that are obviows to Mens Senſes, and 
from: them to infer a divine Commiſhon in 
the Perſon that worksthem,is not only poſſi- 

ble but very eaſie to the molt v«/gar Under- 
ſtanding, For Miracles being the viſible Ef- 
fects of a divine Power cannot be ſuppofed 
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p be Wrought by by "5 bur Bp agrs chas ho 
7ujnely commuſſionated hethar ſhe | 
me. an mtg a of ls or 
gives 06 that, in. Token ,, tha Þ.. - Came 
rom God. So that the Axgument, of Mire- 
cles, you: ſee, is.the molt plain.and intelije 
gible of all Os: ; and as it: is;{p, it; is the 
moſt pomrrln 6. convince and} perſuade 
Men. Fax whereas had our Sezygqr prov- 
ed his Da! Tj as, 10.2 Way of rajoand Di- 
ou Inference. he. muſt haye-prov-, 
ed them:all ſingly and apart by: diftinft and 
different Arguments, N would 
been {o zedioge that the; ular als never 
have Leiſure enough torattend hem, ue 
Vet Capacny enough to retam them ; - 
by this Argument of Draes, he 1. 
them all at once, becauſe his Mirgcles were 
a.” Token that the God of Truth did apyrove 
his DoQrin; and it, cannot be ſuppoſed. that 
the God of Truth would have rivbly ap- 
proved of his DoArin way $7 had any 
Part or Propolygion of it 'beea fa{ſe and errg- 
zeous. Thus God out of his ivfinite Good- 
nels hath ,not only. revealed his everla/tiy 
Goſpel to..us,,,but hath alſo taken the mot 
effectual Courſe toconvince and;perſuadeus 
of the Truth of it. He hath ſet bis own 
Almighty Power at Work to. till the Seas, 
and raiſe the Dead, 19, CAHYE the Blind and 


Lame 


a 
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Lavie and Diſeaſed, to change and vary the 
Courſe and Order: of his Creation; and all 
this ' for no other Purpoſe but! to perſuade 
Mankind ofthe Truth of thoſe g/aa Tidings 
which he revealed from Heavex' to them by 
tis'own Sox. - And as he hatli given us the 
beſt Evidences'to convince us of the Truth 
of this Goſpel, fo he hathy taken the moſt 


_ effettual Courſe, tocontinue and perpetuate - 


it to the World, For fr#,he raiſed up /andry 
Eyeawitaeſſes who converſed with our Sevi- 
o#7, and beheld his Miracles, and-aſter _= 
had:ſeen him riſez from the Dead, and aſcen 

ed 'up into Heaven, did openly publiſh and 
teſtify them to the World, and finally con- 
firmed and ratified their Teitumony by lay - 
ig down their Lives for it ; which was as 
high a Confirmation as could poſſibly have 
been given of the Truth of it. But leſt 
after all, the World ſhould ſuſpe& them, 
God alſo furniſhed them with the Gift of 
Miracles, and continued that Giftas an Heir- 
lome to their Succeſlors for Three Hundred 
Years together ; that fo as the' Teſtimony 


_ of the firi# Eye-witneſſes was confirmed not 


only by their Mariydoms, but by their-M:- 
racles alſo; fo it might Rift be handed down 
from them through the ſucceſſive Genera- 
tions m the ſame ixfallble manner till it was 
ſpread over all the World, and needed no 
Q 2 farther 


—  — —— 


225  _The-xSixthiDiſcokr e; 


farther Martyrdoms, or Miracles to confirm 
it. . O bleſſed -God ! What ,care haſt thou 
taken, fir{t: to; provide, .and..ther: to ſecure 
the Evidences of our holy;Religion, that all 
Generations. might have ſufficient Motives 
of Credibility; and that;Mankind .might 
{til have abandant Reaſon to. believe in thy 
Sox to the:End of the World,, when they 
ſhall ke-him come down from ,Heaver' to 
Judgment ?'How eaſe. thetefare/hath. God 
rendred the -Condition- of -our Salvation. to 
us, whenhe hath not only xendred the Per- 
formance: of -it. ſo' neceſſarily ; conſequent to 
'our believing in Jeſus, but allo to beget. this 
Belief; 'i..u8s hath given us -ſuch abandaxt 
Evidence ? How can we ſufficiently admire 
and .adgre.; his Goodneſs that hath been fo 
infinitely /o/zc:oms to ſecure our Happineſs, 
and hath 1o contrived Things that we cannot 
heartily: believe his Goſpel and-'not be per- 
ſuaded by it-to comply with the 'Terms of 
our Salvation; nor yet impartially conſider 
the Evidence of his Goſpel, and not heartily 
believe it ? And yet as if all this were not 

enough, A Lice ont; 
5thly, And laſtly, to.render. this Belief 
aperative and-effecFual, he hath engaged him- 
{elf to afift,. afuate, and; extiven it by his 
.own immediate. Concurrence; -. Provided 
we uſe our own hozeft Endeavour he hath 
| | allured 


poy 
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affured- us 22277 and 2ats that he will gin 
his Holy Spirit to every one that asks; "that h* 
will ork in as to'w;ll ad todo, if wewill but 
take tare to work oat . our onn Salvation with 
fexr and trembling ; and that to him that hath, 
1. e. makes an honeſt Improvement of thar 
Mau that he hath, z ſhall be giver, and 
he ſhall have more abundantly, Sorhat. though 
one would have thought he had done ſut- 
ficiently for us beforeingiving us fach 2b»z- 
aant Evidence to:beget in us an hearty Be- 
Hefofhis Goſpel, and fuch prevalent Motives 
to"perſuade us to fubmit to it, and comply 
with his gracious Propoſals ; yet ſuch was 
hisGoodneſst6us, ſuch his :Porturate Care 
of our Welfare,*that he could not ſtop here, 
nor think that yer he had done'enough for 
us tt by an rrrepealable Promiſe he had obli- 
gar to' Us tO co-operate with us, and 
7 the -72-7medinte Tnflnences of his Grace to 
bleſs and ſucceed-our hoxe#t Endeavours.So 
that'we can noiſooner attempt o/er 999 Re- 
ſtauration, -no ſooner ſet ;our "ſelves in the 
. 'way to our Happimeſs, but the good God is 
immediately preſent with 1s; exr3rivo onr 
Fath, fixing our C onfidtr ation  Animatirg and 
encoxyaging our poor-Endeavonrs, and ſupply- 
ing us with all manner of Grace and' Aſ- 
ſtancethat our'Stateand Neceſſities require. 
Nay, and'many and many a Time, white 
ed wa Q 3 WE 
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weare Sleeping on in O's f 
rity, he.comes in Pity.to Tel us, and. ever 
and axon ſug Egeſts ga No \ Thoughts. to, ous 
Minds to rouſe and awake-us out of tho {Pools 
fatal Slumbers, to enliven. our Faith 
call up our. Conſideration; nay, and often- 
times he doth fo O @rge,, and cond, and res 
peat thoſe Thoughts to us, by being ſq 
haunted 'with their Importugities, we are 
forced to fix our Minds:on them whether 
wewill or no. Andthough we like angrate- 
ful Wretches do many times ſtifle his good 
Motions, and. turn a desf, Ear to his Calls 
and grac;ous Invitations to Happineſs; yet 
doth he not preſently give. over , but 
whilſt we are running away from him, we 
hear a Von Heli us calling after us to 
return ; We ne fe run on, har et ſtill 


he follows axichough portunities t 


the whole Courſe of our CY 1 Lite, Ong —_ 


ther he bath brought us þxck, or we have 
run our ſelves paſt all Hope of Recovery. 
Theſe are.,/Things, I dare fay, that ever 
Man intheWorld, oze Tm or other, hat 


he JR parionge of And is not this 


a ſtrange C A entog of Goodnefs to fee 
the God.of Heaven and. Earth thus courti 
and wooing a Company. of pes HOI 
to lay. down their Arms, and ACDEPE. Fs 
Grace and his reelefling Preferments? h ooh 
Tm _ thoug 


- OO Aa ark . Soon oof ani oh 
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they, reje& his: Motions, and top 
dis to thoſe fill Moran, his that 


&ly ore eir Souls; yet to confider 
ow be {HY ſolicits and.:amportunes them, 
asf he- "would take no Denyal, and were 
reſolved . to let them alone till he had 
perſuaded & them to be happy ; Q good God! 
what Wk Prodgjous Stories of A Pe are theſe ? 
frgpe amizing Condeſcentions to 

ug —_ ; andyſerping Creatures? And 
now. after...all this what can the Lord our 
God da mo for, us that is conſiſtent either 
with by O' Lang, or -with the Free- 
$0. " our, Natures? He, bath done all 
that. can be done to draw yst to Heaven, and 

if, that will! at $0s it 15 by i no Means fit 


that the ſhould drag us thither ; fince. it 


would be. A oſk mean. apreaſorable Conde- 

anc a force. us to be happy when 
illing to,acceptit;}and to proſti- 

ward of. Piet and/;rtue to thoſe 

x04 reJett it, ._ | 

ry: cow. to: Ls this Argument; 

from, hence 1 infer how, monſtrouſly 4-- 


grateful. thaſe Perſons are, who complain of 
the; Di Guilty : and Porchenlomenck of thus 
gentle and. mgrcifal Condition of our Salva- 


When in ſo many Inſtances it is appa- 
rent.how werc;ful God hath been. in impo- 


king ſuch;aCoadition upon us. In the Name 
Q 4 of 
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of God what would you haye'Sirs, 'warl 


while you lie ſtill and dongthing? Or c: 
70 think it is fit that fo v4#'2* Reward 
ſhquld be proſtituted:to the !azy Wiſhes of 
ſuch Drvnes and Slappards, 'as do'ngt think 
it worth the labouring for ? ' That thoſe 
golden Fruits ſhould hang down from *Hea- 
wen to us On an overladen Bow,.to be crop! 
by every idle Wanton Hand," that will 
{fretch forth itſelf to take and eat it? Sure- 
ly no reaſonable Creature can be 16 ſenſeleſs, 
as to entertain ſuch-a wild and fond Concer. 
Well then, would you have Goa admit of 
ſach a Condition of Salvation;” as includes 
in it a Licence to enjoy your Tits, 4nd gives 
you Liberty 'to be'as wickrd'as you pleaſe ? 
But alas! if God ſhould be fprt of your 
Salvation asto offer ' Violente to*his own 
Nature' and Government, by: yielding to 
your Sins," int? pranting you 2999 Dilpe: 
{ation to enjoy them ; yet'it B'1mpoſſiblein 


vation will not*conſiſt with it, ?- 
faved from Miſety whilſt weare'let' alone 
£0 enjoy our Sins is'a Contratifhn; and fo 
not the Obje& of any Power, no Om 
»ipotence 1t ſelf, © For Sin it-Telf 
6# Miſery that Haman Nature's Vableito ; 
ris this that conwWlſes All-its Fachlties, _ 
hae PF ' racks 


of Om 


you have Heaven drop into your Mourhs, 


'* 
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rac an ſleetelks "rhev ot of Joiiit,-and 
Poſirioh; "tis thiSthat' makeguddd/ vir Re? 
vetle, Vt #6ut | Head With” our” Feet; 


- CY 


ad-emiiſees 6h Red/o"treekle tour Styſ6'; 
our i3n#ebetFnil Facfiliies than wee nade' ts 


govern; wirve thoſe” brat#hPaſhons ard 
Appttitts? [Natore\Heliffcd- to be 
their Vaflhls2 WHIdh'is fuck? abi/Vafors Vio- 
lence to the VWryPrarne aldCoeftitution 
of our Nature, as will, whenſoever we re- 
cover out of our /ethargick Stupidity, be as 
© ſenſibly doloroxs to our Souls, as Racks, or 
Wheels, or Cataſta*s toour Bodies, So that 
for God to fave us from Miſery whilſt he 
ſuffers us to continue in our Sins, is altoge- 
ther as i»zpoſſible as it is to ſave us from burn- 
zug, Whilſt he ſuffers us to continue weltring 
in the Flames of Fire; and to make us we 
in Sickneſs, or eaſie in Diſeaſes are not more 
repugnant to the Nature of Things, than 
*tistomake us happy in our Sins ; and yet this 
is the only Matter wecomplain of, that God 
will not allow us a free Diſpenſation to be 
wicked jn that which 1s the Condition of our 
Salv#tion. O bleſſed God ! How 1s it poſf- 
- ble thou ſhouldſt ever pleaſe ſuch froward, 
peeviſh, and ungrateful Creatures, who will 
never be ſatished unleſs thou pertormett 
Impoſſhbilities, and makeft Contradictions 
| 1Q 
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im That whoſoever -helieveth\'in him, 
ſhould net periſh, bur have everlaſt- 
ng. Life, | ; THEN | P D, 


Am now: upon the. latter Part of this 
BK Text, 5hat whoſoever believeth in him, 
&c. In which there are mo great; In- 
ſtances of God's Goodneſs to us: Firih, 
his impoſing upon us ſuch! a.gr»zl? and er- 
ciful Condition, that whoſoever belitueth in 
bim: Secondly, his pr to us ſo.va## a 
Rewaxd.yponthe Performance of it; ſbouls 
fort of theſe I: have handled already, -and 
now I proceed. to the fecand, viz. the veſt 
Reward he hath propoſed -tq us upon;the 
Performance of this wercjful Condition. 
Andinthis you have; © 
Firſt,- the ;wegative; Part of it, that who- 
. ſoever believeth in him, might not perifi 
pant Dire nai ; One, but: have 
: e 5 f . F Ws 
L begin with the firſt of theſe, hat 
whoſoever believerh in him, mug ht not periſh. 
Inprofecution of which Argument I ſhall 
do theſe three Things; ' 2, Shew 


EVE 
E 
er 
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5 Shew you what is meant by periſhing 
ere. 

2. By what Rzzht we were concerned in, 

_ and obliged to it. « 
59, 'Whatiznſpeaktable Goodneſs. God hath 
*: difcoveredto.us in freeingand abſolying 

- us from thi Obligation: 5g 

1. What is meant by periſping here, or 
not periſhing ? That whoſoever believeth in 
hin, ſhould net 'prriſh, that is, that whoſo- 
ever believesin him might be pardoned, - or 
abſolved fromthe obligation'of periſhing for 
ever, to which'this Sins have rendred him 
juſtly /zable.,For that by this Phrafe wi aniau)ac, 
he Tbould not periſh, or be deſtroyed, "is not 
meant the Annihilation or: Deſtruftion: of 


our Beings, as the'Sociniaxs and ſome others . 


imagin, 1s evident by its being oppoſed to 
everlaſting Life; which, asT ſhal-thew Fon 
hereafter, doth not denote/our mere Con- 
tinuance in Life and'Being for ever, butour 
-Continuance in a moſt pil ul and happy Life 


for ever ; and conſequently the DeſtruQtion 


that is here oppoſed: to it muſt not denote 
our eternal Difcontinuance to be and hve, 
but our living) moſt wretchedly and miſerab! 
for ever. And indeed: whereſoever Death, 
or Deſtruition is ſpokenoof in Oppoſition to 
eternal Life, this 1s apparently the Senſe of 
it, So Rom. vi. 23." The wages of Sins; death, 


Ut 
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but the Gift off God is eternal Life through 
ow Chriſt our Lord, Now that by Death 

1ere is underftood. a State of exaleſs Miſery 
and Suffering, in Oppoſition tothat State of 
endleſs Happineſs which eternal Lite implies, 
is: evident ; + becauſe he cannot mean the, 
firſ6 Death, which conſifts m the Separation 
of the Soul fromthe Body. ; for though this 
were Originally the Wages of Sin, yet in it 
ſelf itis not ſo now, but the: zeceſſary Con- 
dition of our Nature ;' for! whether we 


. Sin or no, we muſt. undergo: it, being 


obliged to it - by 'the irreverſible Decree 
of our Maker. But. the Death here ſpok- 
en of is the. Effe&t. of our. own perſonal 
Sin, Avithbut which we are not liable to 
it, as you -may plainly ſee v.21. What 
fruit had ye then in thoſe things, (1. e. thoſe 
Sins.) whereof ye are now aſhamed ? For the 
end of thoſe things, or Sins, # Death. Where- 
fore ſince it cannot be meant of the fir ff, it 
muſt be meant of the ſecond Death, which 
St, John makes mention of Rev. 2, 11, He 
that overcometh,. ſhall not be hurt of the ſecond 
Death. And what that is, the ſame Au- 
thor tells you Rev. 20. 14. And death and 
hell were caft into the lake of fire : This u« the 


ſecond Death; that is, this Lake of Fire, 


or the Torments and Miſeries, which cone 
demned Sianers endure in 1t, is the ſecond 
| - Death; 
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Death; for: ſo. he explains: himſelf -. ro; 
And the Deuil that decerued:them, was caſt 
into the | Lake of Fire and: Brimftoze, where 
rhe Beaſt and the falſe Prophet, are, and ſhall 
betormented Day and Night for ever and ever, 
And this'is that Death which'is oppoſed to 
the \inamorta/ Rewards of the: Bleſſed, as you 
may fee :Rev.'21.7, 8. He that overcometh 
ſhall inherit all things, that is, all thoſe 2m- 
»zortzl Recompences which Gad has. pre» 
pared for virtuous Souls.” But the fearfirl aud 
enbelicving, Sc. ſball have their part in the. 
Lake which burneth with Fire and Brimftrone: 
Which is the ſecond Death, - * 
And as:Death, when” oppoſed' to eter14l 
Life, denotes aState of exaleſs and continued 
Miſery, ſodoth Deſtruttion alfo. So Mar. 
7.13, 14., Broad ts the way that leadeth to 
Deſtruction, . Narrow is the way which leadeth 
«xro Life : By the later of which it is grant- 
ed on all hands he means Life eternal; and 
that by Deſtruction he means a State of 
exdleſs Miſery, is evident from Matth, 10. 
28. but fear him which is able to deſtroy 
both Soul and Body ia Hell; 'which according 
to St. Joh#'s Expoſition, Rev. 20. 10. is to 
torment them Day aud Night for ever and 
gver. And thisdeſtroyingin Hell our Sev:- 
our elſewhere expreſſes go caſting into Hell, 
into the fixe that never ſhalt be quenched ; where 


their 


—— 
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theiy warnrdterhavt;. andthe fire is not quench- 
ed ; which'js's plai-i/ Deſcription of an 
CI IEY ifery &s Words can'ex- 
preſs ; for how'isir: poſſible that Annihila- 
cx ſhould ſignify either 'a/Fire-that never 
gocs out,” ora Worm that never dies: 'So 
alſo,. 2 Thefſ.1. 9, iwho ſhall 'bepunifhed with 
ruerlafling deflrut#ion from the preſence of the 
Lord ,. meaning 'the'wirhed Perſecuters at 
Chriſfs coming” to Judgment. Now that 
by that everlaſting u&#:0n he means a 
State of &xdiefsr/Suffering and Forment' is 
evident, if 'we: eonfider- the” Defcription 
which our Sqvioar gives: of that Puniſh- 
ment to which the Wicked: fhalt beſenten- 


ced at tlic /af.Duy; Go ye curſed, faith he, 


into. everlfing Fire, Matth./25. 41. And 
teft we ſhould fancy that *ris the Fire only 
that iserernal, but not the Puniſhment, w. 
46. of that Chap. Andtheſe, ſaith he,- ſhall 
20 away into everlaſiing Puniſhment : but the 
Righteous into Life eternal. And that they 
do actually exift in 7his Fire, and continue 
in the Torment of it 1s —_— thoſe A- 
arg that are o_—_ _— - _ _ | 
uch. as weeping and wailing and gnaſhing 0 
Teh, Maxth. 13. 42, 50; which Aftions 
are p/ain Indications not only of their ſub- 
fifting in this everlaſting Fire, but of the 
extreawm: Harror and Iomaith they ow 
there- 
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thereia _—_ ons ms ar to 
tbe everlaſting; 1oithe: ingneſs of it 'is 
deſeribed;{0'as to exclude all-Eimits, and 
reſcind from all:Determanarions. For Fire 
muſt -be extinguiſhed £'yeipican ceaſe. to 
burn; andvyheretore that"'whicks cannot be 
extinguiſhed caluzewer end; . but ſuch is chat 
Fire whereunto. the. Wicked -aye condemned 
at .the :Day-of Fadement:; ſo. Matth..3. 12. 
mines ants inchts and _ he will burn 1p 
the chaff with uaquenchable. Fire.” - And that 
the. Sufferets;ſhall be no more extinguiſhed 
than the. Fire that burns them, is evident 
from: Rev! 14 Lis: And: the ſmoke: of. their 
tarment-dſcendet hp for ever. end ever.. And 
they, have no reſt .day_nor.night.. And how 


can the ſmoke of-this Fire be ſaid to be the 


moke of their torment aſcending up. for ever 
fy TE unleſs they - * Tfer = and 
ever; eſpecially \conſfidering what follows 
unmedately. atter;. they. have no oy day nor 
zight ? Which Expreſſion-is the fame with 
that-by which.the ſame Author ſignifies the 
eternal Happineſs of good Men; 10 Rev. 4. 
8.T hey reſt not day and night, ſaying, holy, holy. 
holy; and Rev. 7.15. The are before the 
1hrone of God, WY; him day and night 
2x his Temple. And if Day and Night here, 
.when applied to the State of Heaven, de- 
notes the continued blisful Employment of 
happy 
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happy Souls there forever ; then for the ſame 
Reaſon, when *tis applied to the State of 
Hell, it muſtUenote the continued Miſeries 
of the Damned there forever, Well then, if 
the Fire of Hell be everlaſting, yea if it beſo 
abſolutely everlaſting as that it 15 anquencha- 
ble; and if thoſe that are caſt intoit ſhall be 
tormented for ever and ever, all which the 
Scriptare doth direttly teach; then it ne- 
ceſſarily follows, that the Wickedmult ſub- 
fiſt in their Miſeries for ever, and be co- 
eternal with the Flames that torment them, 
The Reaſon therefore why that future Pu- 


niſhment to which our Sins do conſign and” 


oblige us, iscalled by the Name of Deſtru« 
ion, Perdition, and Death, is not becauſe 
it puts a final Period either toour Being or 
Subſiſtence, as ſome fondly Dream ; but 
becauſe it forever ſeparates and disjoyns us 
from God, who is the better and the »obler 
Life of Man, and from all thoſe ſweer Per- 
ceptions of Comfort and Pleaſure, of which 
Life isthe Principle. And there isno Lax- 


Sage, Phraſes, or Expreſſions can be ſup- 
poſed 


to patronize a contrary Opinion, ſince 
the ſame Scriptures which fay that the 
Wicked ſhall be deſtroyed, and periſh, and 
die, ſay alſo that they ſhall be tormented 


with ing Pains, as they: plainly and 
irequently do. : = I have A 7 
{i 
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fifted upon ; becauſe it is a; very! davgerous 
Thing for Men. to be degerved in this 
Matter , not-to.. know the 'worſt of 'the 
Conſequents of their own: Follies,: but to 
expect an eaſter and a ſborter Hell than ever 
they are liketo find. And. 1o I have done 


_ Vith the fr. Thing propoſed, v/z. what 


15 here meant by perihing, and proved to 
you at large : that hereby is'meant hving 
miſerably. forever... © 2 

- 24h. I proceed now to. the next Thing 
propoſed, viz. how we came:;to be con- 
cerned 7x, and obliged to, this dreadful Pe- 
nalty? 'To which I anfwer, that. originally 
we were hereunto obliged by the Law of 
our Nature ; for Man being naturally an 
immortal Creature, muſt neceffarily be for- 
ever liable to the natural Effets of his own 
AQtions; and therefore ſince Miſery is the 


natural Effet of ſinful Aftions, if we conti- 


nue Sinners forever , we mult neceffarily 
continue. miſerable forever; And if God 
ſhould haveinflicted no other Miſeries upon 
wicked Souls when they are ſeparated from 
their Bodies than what are neceſſarily con- 
ſequent - to their own Wickedneſs, theſe 
would be.an H#4 of inſafferable Torment to 
them. - So that: from the very. Immortality 
of our Natures we are capable of- everlaſting 
Perſeverance-nSin, and from our everlofing 

| | C's 
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Perſeverance in Sin weare fatally damned to 
eveleſtizs Miſery. And as by the Law of 
our Natures weare thusbound over to erer- 
al: Punifhment, ſo are we alſo by the po- 


fitive Sentence' and Determination of God, 


who hath not only obliged us to obey him 
under the Penalty of enduring forever the 
Maſeries that are naturally apperndert to our 
Sms, but hath added thereunto- all thofe 
poſitive 'Torments which the Lake of Fire 
and. Brimſtone,- and the Horrors of oxter 
Darkneſs do imply : 'For fo in his Word he 
hath plainly declared to us that if after he 
hath tryed us to-the- utmoſt, we will not be 
reclaimed, but areſo deſperate as to proceed 
nm our Wickedneſs mazgre all the Arts and 
Methods he can ufe to reduce us, he will 
at-laft ſhut us up in a State of exdleſs and 
#rreverſible Torment. And this 1s no more 
than what he might very juſtly and right- 
fully do; for he being the 'Supream Law- 
giver of the World, hath an ?mmatable Right 
to enforce his Laws with ſuch Penalties as 
are ſufficient to ſecure them from being vic 
hted by his Subjects; for otherwiſe he 
would be defective in his Power of Leg:/{a- 
tio ;, for how could he have ſufficient Power 
to make Laws, the had not Right to en- 
forcethem with ſufficient Penalties? But we 
that are his Subjects being fo apr to w_— 
R 2 an 
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and fo. extreamly /iable to Temptations 
thereunto, no/e/s Penalty could be ſufficient 
to ſecure our : Obedience than-that which 1s 
eternal; for which Reaſon he hath enforced 
his Laws with the Threatning of it. And 
if God thought no /e/s- than the Threatning 
of eterual Puniſhment neceſſary to deter 
Men from their Sins, what Jeſs thanthe Ex- - 
ecution of that Threat can be ſufficient to 
render them Examples of his Severity a- 
cainſt it ? For Threats without Executi- 
on are but mere Scare-crows ; and it is high- 
ly «nreaſonable for us to be afraid of any 
Threat, which wehaveReaſon to conchude 
{hall never be executed upon us. Where- 
fore, ſince the Sovereign Lord and Govern- 
our of the World hath in himſelf an unali- 
enable Right to enforce his own Laws by 
what Penalties he pleaſes, and fince to en- 
force them in the higheit' Degree he hath 
eſtabliſhed them under the Penalty of eter- 
zal Torment; it is no leſsreaſonable for him 
to execute this Penalty than it was to threa- 
ten and denounceit; otherwiſe his Threats 
will be altogether 72ſigaificant, For the 
End of /ega! "Threats 1s to terrify the Sub- 
jet trom Diſobedience; but ſince we are 
aſſured that God will donothing but whatis 


J«ſtand reaſonable,why ſhould webe terrified 
atany Threats othis,which he cannot asrea- 


- ſonably 
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ſonably infliftasdenoynce againſt us ? Nor 
is it any Blemiſh to the d:vize Goodneſs, 
that he hath threatned ſuch an heavy Puniſh- 
ment ag thoſe that tranſgreſs his 
Laws; for ſince he hath injoyned us no- 
thing but what. is for our good, and tends 
to-our Happineſs ; and ſince the End of his 
Threats is to oblige us to obſerve his Tn- 
junQtions ; it. hence neceffarily follows, that 
the more zerrible his Threatnings are, the 
more he __ us W them to purſue or 
own Happineſs... And certainly for God tq 
lay tis Creatures under the /fro»ge# Obli- 
ations to. be happy, is ſo far from being a 
Blemiſh to his Goodneſs that it is a moſt 

lorious Expreſſion of it ; and if we will be 
{o obſtinate as to incur that direful Penalty 
under which he hath obliged us to be happy, 
it is but j«# and reaſonable that he ſhould 
inflict it upon us, and make us feel for- 
ever the raeful Effetts of owr own Fol! 
and Madneſs, Wherefore ſince we had all 
broken his Laws , and wiltully render- 
ed our ſelves guilty before him, we there- 
by . became moſt juſtly 9b»0xi0%5 to this 
moſt dreadful Penalty of periſhing forever. 
And thus, you ſee by what Right we 
were concerned in, and obliged to this 
Penalty. 
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2, 


34h, T now proceed-to the hird, and 
Laſt Thing propoſed, Which' is to'ſhew 
you the azſpeatble Goodnefs that God hath 
expreſſed to us. in that Way '5tid Method 
which he hath preſcribed to releaſe us from 
this Obligation of periſhing forever, '- For 
the Way and Method preſcribed by him 
is this, to ſend his own moſt bleſſed Sor 
to ſuffer in our Stead, that ſo we repent- 
ing of our Sins and forſaking them, might 
upon the Account of ' his Sufferings- be 
releaſed from this Obligation 'to eternal} 
Puniſhment..'- And hence Chr:# is faid to 
put away Sin by "the Saivifice” of himſelf , 
Heb, ix. 26. . that is, to 'make'Expiation 
for it, eyenas the Jewiſh High Prieft did by 
thoſe Sacrifices whuch | Eofferc. . And ac- 
cordingly, Coal. 1. 14. it is faid,' that 27 rm 
we have Redemption through his Blood,” even 
the forgiveneſs of: Sins ; that ig,upon Conditi- 
on we heartily and ſincerely repentof them. 
For, if we walk inthe light, faith'the Apoſtle; 
a he u in the light; that is, if we k rlake 
our Sins, a Deco SER hels pure, ; ark 
holy as he Is holy ; we ave fel brip one with 
another, apd the blood of eſs: hrsit cleayferh 
4s from all Sin." This therefore being the 
Way and Method which God hath preſcri- 
bed to releaſe us from the Obligation to 
caiczal ' Puniſhment, what an «x/peakable 
| | Oe Love 
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Loveand Goodnels hehath herein expreſſed 
tous will evidently appear by the Conſi- 
deration of theſe four Things. 
v's, His admitting of another to ſuffer in our 

:: Stedd, -* - | M7 20 | 
2, His exading ſuch a Suffering for the 
'** Price of 'our Pardon, as was moſt effe- 
- ZFwat to ſecure us from ſinning again, 
3. His conſenting that his own Soz {hould 
 ſubmirtorhvs Suffering,” p 
4. His chuſtng to grant Pardon to us up- 
08 his Suffering as a Sacrifice for our 


4 / Sins. | 


'\:I,, Onevery great Inſtance of God's Love 
and Goodneſs to us in this Method of Par- 
don- is his admitting of azother to ſuffer in 
our Stead; - Had he been pleaſed; he might 
have exacted the Puniſhment of the Crimi- 
frals, and made the Offenders ſmart forever 
in their own Perſons; yea, and this he 
might have juſtly done notwithſtanding the 
be# Reaſon - they could render him to the 
contrary. For the bet Reaſon a Sinner can 
render why he ſhould not be puniſhed, 1s 
his' hearty. Repentance ; for next to being 
perfeMly iznocert, the be#t Thing we can do, 
15 to reform when we have done amiſs ; but 
yet this doth not at all diminiſh the Guilt 
and Demerit ' of ' our pa# Tranſgreſſions. 
For Repentance doth not at all alter the 
R 4 Na- 
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Nature of the A&, nor make it leſ5-evil, 
nor /eſs deſerving of Puniſhment; and there- 
fore ſince the ACt it ſelf obliges us to Pu- 
niſhment, our Repentance of it doth no 
way caxcel the Obligation. ?Tis true, God 
might if he had pleaſed, have pardoned us 
upon our 'Repentance without any other 
Reaſon or Motive; hut it is certain, that 
Repentance is not a ſ#fficient Reaſon: to 
move him to decfare a Promiſe of 'Pardon 
to a ſinful World, it being no way conliſt- 
ent with the Safety either of _—_ ha- 


anc Governments, ſo far to encourage Of- 
fenders as toindemnify them univerſally by 
a publick and flanding Declaration merely 
upon their future Rapannce and Amend- 
ment ; becauſe by ſuch a Declaration they 
muſt let /oſe the Reigns to all manner of 
Licentiouſneſs, For it Subjes are now ſo 
prone to tranſgreſs when they have fo much 
Reaſon to expeQt a ſeverePuniſhment for it, 
how much more proze would they be, were 
their Governours ſo eaſie as to aſſure them 
beforehand thatthe Puniſhment due to their 
Crimes ſhould be immediately remitted up- . 
on their «zfeigned Repentance ? Where- 
fore, {ince our Repentance is no ſufficient 
Reaſon: to oblige God to pardon us, and 
much leſs to move him to make a Promiſe 
of Pardon to us; and fince this 15 the be# 
ST als = ' _ Rea- 
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Reaſon that wecan offer in our Behalf, to 
move him :thereunto; it hence neceſſarily 
follows, that if he had pleaſed, when once 
we had broken his Laws,he might haveuſt- 
ly executed upon us that ereral Puniſh- 
ment which he had threatned, notwith- 
fanding all we could have done to move 
him to the contrary. Burt ſuch is his 2zex- 
preſſible Goodneſs towards us, that to put 
himſelf into a:Capacity of pardoning pexi- 
zent Sinners with Safety to his Govern- 
ment, and of making a publick Grant of 
Pardon and Indemnity to: them, thereby 
to encourage them to repent, he hath gra- 
ciouſly admited azother Perfon to ſuffer in 
our Stead ; that ſo neither their Perſons 
might be ruined, nor yet their Sins be un- 
puniſhed, and that he might ſufficiently ex- 
preſs to them his Severity againſt their Sins 
without expoling them to the eternal Smart 
of1t, For though the Suffering of this Per- 
ſon, as I ſhall ſhew you by and by, was a 
ſufficient Reaſon'to move God to torgive us 
uponour uxfeigned Repentance,yet it was no 
ſuch Reaſon as did neceſſarily oblige him 
thereunto; for if he had leaſe he might 
have righteonſly exaQted our Puniſhment 
at our own Hands, and made us forever rue 
for obr own Folly and Madneſs 7 but fuch 
Was his Goodnels towards us, that; for the 
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Sufferings:ofthe Jynocerthe hath: mercifully 
ns. the Puniſhment due to Offenders, 
fo ſcourged our!Sms-ipon the Back of 
our Saviour; for though, he:  fufered for us; 
yet we ſuffered: not 4n how; 6ur Perſons 
were- not at all:damnified by : thoſe brrzer 
Agonies which he.endured for-our Sins; fo 
that to a' wander of Mercy-they: have been 
ſo ſeverely: puniſhed as ?tis fat they ſhould, 
and yer: we whoiwere the Aurhors of them 
never felt the Smart. ' Bleſſed God! How 
merciful haft' thou: been to: thy Creatures, 
that haſt thus found outaWay todutir 
the Sin from the Sinner, and foto the 
one, as to [et the other. eſcape ? For rare 
gracious Admiſſion, Chrift hath once ſuſfired 


for Sins, the juit for the anju##, that he might. 


bring us toGod,''i Pet. 18. 
2ly, Another Inſtance of God's Love and 
Goodneſs to us in this Method.of Pardon, '3 
his exaCting ſuch -a Suffetmg, for the Price 
- — on:4sis moſt fe +7 ri; 
om {inning again, winch 15s 4 in Ta+ 
ſtance of che. Care he. taken to 
ome us in ſuch a way-as might'be moſt 
rour fature Security, .: For it would have 
been no way proper for theiwjſe-Governour 
of the World to;grant a gevery/-Pardon to 
Offenders, without ſome: Jufficiext Reaſon 


moving him thereunto, . -Now that Repen- 
| tance 
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tance which is'the be# Reafoi we can of- 
fer' him” is tot -ſwficient, iT- have” already 
ſhewed you, becauſe-it is Abt Jafficitnt to 
ſecure his Government, inthe Yobd Man- 
agement whereof the Welfare ofall his Sub- 
jets is nyolved. For his Eaws requiring 
nothing but what is for 6llr.$v64, *tis' truly 
our Intereſt t6'be kept under a ##5 Obetly 
ence. to them; fo that ſhould He pardoyus 
upon'any'Reaſori that is not Aficrent th {e 
clire his Government and 9z# Obedience, it 
would be” a gub/ick Nuilance/ahd Damage 
to Mankind'7 and conſequently the grearey 
the Reaſon is that moves limi'to pardon us 
what is pa#, and the” »ore"it enforces olir 
Obedience for the future; the 'grratey 1s 'Ohe 
Goodneſs winch he expidſſes in pardonins: 
us, and the ywre it conducks 65 Git Welfhv? 
and HappineB,  Biitnow uporrwhar 515/5> 
er Motive could he have-made aGrant*of 
Pardon to us than upon the' fibIt mer itore- 
os Shfferings of His owir Sor for us ? For! 
fince nothyngthit'we coifld: d0'was a frjft- 
cient Reaſon to move him to:promile r0 us 
the ForgiventR oF our Sijts;-it Was requiſite: 
that ſomething more ſhotfdbe done tor'tts' 
by ſome other Perſon, andthe zreatest Thing 
that ariy other Perſon cowd fdo' for us'to 
move God to forgive us, ws toTuffer in onr 
Stead ; becauſe hereby not only a publici 

: wages thou at ys 
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Acknowledgement is made: of what we 
have deſerved for our Sins, but ſomething 
of the Puniſhment de to them 1s paid as a 
publick Satisfaftion to the Law. So that if 
God pardons us upon ſuch a Reaſon, he 
doth by the ſame AR expreſs his moſt ter- 
der Mercy tqus,and his implacable Severity a- 
graftour as; Hor by pardoning us upon the 
ufferings of 4nothey 1n our Stead, he expreſ- 
{es his hearty Good-Will to us, and openly 
yy how «willing he is to ruin us. But 
hen by exaQting the Sufferings of axother 
in our Stead, before he will be induced to 
taPardon tous, he manifeſts to us how 
umplacably he hates our Sins, and how in- 
exorably ſevere he 1s againſt them. But 
then if >» cu us upon this Reaſon of an- 
others ſuffering in our Stead, then the great- 
er and more. excellent the Perſon is that fuf- 
fers for us, the greater Reaſon he hath to 
forgive usupan it, For ſuchas the Perſon is 
that ſuffers, ſuch is the Moment and Yalue 
of his Suffering; becauſe the End of all ſuch 
vica/ious Puniſhments being only this, to 
give ſuch an Example of the Severity of 
Governours a cuo6 Offenders , as may be 
ſafficrent toyindicate the Honour of the Law, 
and ſecure the Obedience 'of the Subjett ; 
the Value of his Suffering, who thus ſuf- 
iers for us mul} conſiſt in this;that it is a more 
Or 
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or {eſs exemplary Signification ofthe Severit 
of the qc ainſt ourSins for which 
he ſuffers; and doubtleſs it would be a higher 
Signification of God's Severity againſt our 
Sins not to pardon us but upon the Suffers 
ings of an izzocent Angel, than not to par- 
don us but upon the Sufferings of an ix0- 
cent Man. What a moſt exemplary Signi= 
fication then is this of his Severity againſt 
our Sins, that he would not pardon us but 
upon the Sufferings of his own moſt innc- 
cent Son ; who _ the greateſt Perſon in 
all the Creation, did by his ſuffering in our 
Stead exhibit the greate# Inſtance of God's 
Severity againſt our Sins that could poſſibly 
| Have been given byany Perſon whatſoever 
| — that was capable of ſuffering for us ? So that 
| His ſuffering inourStead was apparently the 
be#t and highe#t Reaſon that could poſſibly 
have been given tomove God to pardon us, 
and conſequently his pardoning us in ſach a 
Way and upon «ch a Reaſon is a molt glo- 
r:0us Inſtance of his Goodneſs towards us, 
and of that zexder Regard he hath of our 
Welfare. For now in the very Method of 
his pardoning us what is paſt, he hath taken 
a moſt effettual Courſe to ſecure our Obedt- 
ence for the future, that very Reaſon that 
moved him to pardon us being the greate## 
Reaſon that can þe urged to terrify us = 
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there, that-can {ll us with greater Horror 
againſt our'Sins than this, that the Guilt of 
them is ſo great and heinows that the moſt 
merciful Father would: never have forgiven 
them, had nat; his own moſt z/ariows.50n 
ſuffered for them ut our Stead? And: n- 
deed had not God thus -pravided for the ſes - 
curing of our Obedience in the yery Method 
of his Paydon,. his, Grace in. pardoning/us 
would have bezn very in{guificant ; forour 
Welfare and Happineſs being all bound 
up.in our Obedience, our Pardon withaut 
this could not have ſecured'us from being 
miſerable, Sg that if in the'Method of his 
Pardon he had- not ſo- manifeſted his Severi- 
ty againſt our Sins as todifcourage us ſuf- 
fciently from. finning again, Is very Mer» 
cy and Compaſſion would: have proved de- 
ſtrafive tous; becauſe it would have en+ 
couraged usto Sin on, and thereby to make 
our {elves miſerable, For Sin and. Miſery 
are fo inſeparably zzterwover, that all the 
Pardon God can give us while we continue 
in 'our Sins 15 not ſaffic:ext to-prevent our 
being miſerable ; but ſuch hath been his 
Goodneſs towards us, ſuch his Care to pre- 
vent our Sin and Mitery, as that in the ve- 
ry Reaſon that moves hin to pardon us, 
tor what is pai, he gives us a moſt terrible 
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warning'nor't0'Sin again.” 'Por he that can 
behold ſuch'a W537 SpeRacle as the Sox 
of God dying” for Sin, and-yet Sin on, isa 
valiant Sinner \indeed, and may with the 
ſarze |Courape' follow his 'Lufts into the 
Flames of i: Hel 'So careful hath the good. 
God'been to plot-and contrive for the Wel- 
fare/of his Creatures; that he would nor ſo 
much. as 'pardon 'them when they had of- 
fendedhim,; but infuch a Way as was moſt 
tor their Security and' Good. 
3a, His conſenting that his own Sox 
ſhould ſubmit  himfelf to this Suffering, is 
another great Inftance of his Goodneſs to- 
wards us in this method of pardoning us. 
That he ſhould not only admit of a Sacri- 
fice to bear our Tranſgreſſions and ſuffer in 
our Stead, but that himſelf ſhould provide 
one for us, and ſuch a owe too as his own 
moſt dear and precious Son, isfacha Miracle 
of Love and Goodneſs as the whole Crea- 
tion cannot parallel. For though Mankind 
had provoked him to that Height that 
none but a God of infinite Patience could 
have born it, - yet {uch was his Unwillins- 
neſs to inflict that arrefal Puniſhment uport 
them which: he had juſtly threatned, and 
they had juſtly deferved, that notwith- 
ſtanding all their Demerits he was {till ve- 
hemently inclined to be propitioms to them. 
But 
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But then how to ſave them, and at the ſame 
Time fo to manifeſt lis. Severity againſt 
their Sins-as was'zeedful. to preſerve the Au- 
thority and Honour of his Laws that had 
threatned DeitruQtion. to them, was the 
reat Difficulty. ; for ſhould he have whol- 
y omitted the Puniſhment, he would have: 
very much undervalued the Authority o 
his Laws in the Eſteem of his Subjects, the 
main ſecurity of their Authority being the 
Puniſhment annexed: to them ; but on' the 
contrary ſhould he have exaQted the «tmoſt 
of the Puniſhment, hemuſt have deftroy- 
ed the whole Race of Men, we being all 
Offenders in his Sight.. In this Extremity 
therefore, that he _ pardon. ſuch a 
World of Sinners with ſafety to his Go- 
vernment, it was highly zeceſſary for him 
to exhibit to the World ſome dreadful! Ex- 
ample of his Severity againſt them, ſuch as 
might be ſaffic:ent to prevent Offenders from 
taking any pgs mM from his par- 
doning them to offend again. But to make 
a Sinner ſuch a great Example of his Seve- 
rity againſt the Suns of others was poſſible, 
Wcauſe his own Sins may deſerve the at- 
oſt Severity that God can inflit upon him ; 
and therefore among our ſelves who were 
all Sinners there was no Perſon could be 
tound fit to be made ſuch an aa 
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his Seyerity againſt the Sins of the whole 
World. And if an 7z2zocent Angel ſhould 
have freely offered up himſelf to bear our 
Puniſhment, and Suffer in our Stead, his 
Suffering in our Room would not have ſo 
ſufficiently expreſſed Gods Severity againſt 
the Sins of a whole World of Sinners, as 
was convenient; for what great Severity 
would it have been to have exacted the ſut- 
tering of one innocent Angel, inlieu of that 
eternal Puniſhment that was due to a whole 


.f . World of Men? Wherefore it being hth- 


ly convenient, that the Dignity of the Per- 
fn who ſuffered for us ſhould be {ſuch as 
might render his Suffering in ſome Degree 
proportionable to the Puniſhment due to our 
Sins, that ſo his Suffering in ourſtead might 
be as exemplary to the World, as it we our 
ſelves had ſuffered to the atmoſt of our De- 
ſert, and there being no Creature of that 
Dignity either in Heaven or Earth ; in this 
Extremity, the eternal Sox of God himfe!f 
interpoſes, and freely offers to «xite himſelf 
to our Natures, and therein to ſuffer in our 
Stead;upon Condition that on our xfeigned 
Repentance and Amendment afree Chartet 
of Pardon might be granted for all our pa# 
Provocations, So that now an Expedient 
being propoſed by which God might both 
pardon our Sins, and ſufficiently — 
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his Severity againſt them, to ſecure the Au- 
thority of his Laws, and deter us from ſin- 
ning again; though he ſaw how dear an 
Expedient it would prove, that it would 
colt him the moſt prec:o Blood of his own 
Son ; yet ſuch was his texder Pity towards 
us, ſo great his Unwillingneſs to ruin us for- 
ever, that he freely complyed with the Mo- 
tion, and conſented that his Soz ſhould be 


| facrificed for the Sins of the World. And 


hence it is faid, that he ſpared not his own Soy, 
but delivered him up for us all, Rom. viu. 32. 
And the Reaſon why he deliverd him «p, as 
he tells us, v. 3. of the ſame Chapter, was 
to condemn Sin in the Fleſh, that is, to pro- 
nounce in the Suffering of his own Sox for 
it, what a dreadful Puniſhment it deſerved, 
and how muchhis Soul was incenſed againſt 
it, that would not pardon it without tuch a 
mighry Propitiation. How inexpreſſibly 
gracious therefore hath God been to us, that 
when for the ſecuring the Authority of his 
Laws it was fo zeceſſary to condemn our 
Sins, rather than condemn them in our own 


F arnas Puniſhment, he ſhould chule to 
C 


ondemn them in the ſufferings of his own 
Son? It was agreat Initance of his Goodneſs 
towards us to admit of axother to ſuffer for 
us, in our ſtead ; but to admit of his own 


Sor, who 1s the Darling of Heaven and the 
| De- 
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Delight of his Soul, and not only ſo, but 
freely to give and deliver him «p forus, and 
amidfſt all the yearnings of his fatherly Bow 
els towards him, not to ſpare his precioms 
Life when it was to be made the Price of 
our Redemption, is ſuch a Miracle of Love 
as tranſcends all Hyperboles, 
4ly and laſtly, his chooſing to grant Par- 
don to us upon the Sufferings of his Sox as 
a Sacrifice for our Sins, 1s alſo another great 
Inſtance of his Goodneſs to us in this Way 
ofpardoning us. For the End of granting 
Pardon to Sinners upon their Repentance 
being to encourage them to repent , 
it was highly coxventent to grant it tothem 
in ſuch a Way and upon ſuch Reaſon, as 
might moſt effeQtually aſſure them thereof. 
And conſidering what was the gereral Per- 
ſuaſion of Mankind in this Matter, there 
was no {uch effeffual Way to ſecure them 
of Pardon upon their Repentance, as this of 
granting Pardon to them upon the Motive 
of a Sacrifice for their Sins, For however 
it came to paſs I know not, but it was a 
Principle generally received by Men of a 
Nations and Relig:ons,that to appeaſe the zn- 
senſed Divinity it was neceſſary ; Firſt, that 
ſome Sacrificeſhould be made to him tor their 
Sins, and then that-ſome high Favourite of 
his ſhould intercede with him in their Be-; 
| 9 2 % half 
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half ; upon which were founded thoſe two 
great Rights of Propitiatory Sacrifices, and 
worſhiping of Demons, which made up-a 
great Part of all the Heatheniſh Religions in 
the World. For as for Prop:tiatory Sacri- 
fices, they were generally uſed not only by 
the barbarous, but by the moſt c:viliz?d 
Heathens ; which Sacritices they devoted un- 
to God tobe their Proxies in Puniſhment, to 
undergo the Puniſhment that was due to 
them for their own Sins. And hence is 
that of the antient Poet, Cum ſis ipſe nocens, 
moritur cur Viittima pro te ?-- When thou thy 
ſelfart the Offender,for what Reaſon ſhould 
the Victim die for thee ?And Porphery tells 
us that the fir#Riſe ofthe Sacrifice 
er 4 of Animals WAS, ive xaigis x[uyny avr? 
Juxds £ivnkvres,certain Occaſions requiring that a 
Soul, ſhould be offered up for a Soul, that is, 
the Life of a Bea# for the Life of a Marx ; 
for it was the coz/tazt Opinion that themore 
worthy the Sacrifice which they offered, the 
more effettual it was to appeaſe their offend- 


_ ed Divinities. And hence in many Places, 


ge ordizary Sacrifice of Attonement which 
they offered, was the Lives of Men; and 
though this indeed was moſt uſed in the 
moſt &arbarous Countries, yet in Caſes of 
great Danger and Extremity the Greeks and 
Romans, themſelves did frequently 
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fice hamane Lives to their Gods ; for fo it 
is recorded of the Romazs, that when their 
City was in great Danger of being taken 
by Hanibal, they ſacrificed a Man to their 
1 utelar God: And Servizs tells us ofthe Maſ- 
ſilians, that in Time of Peltilence one of the 
poorer ſort was wont to offer himſelf to be 
ſacrificed for the whole Cz; who being 
for a whole Year nouriſhed with the paurest 
Meat, wasthen led about the Cty adorned 
with ſacred Veſtments and Cathartick Herbs, 
the People following him making ſolemy 
Execrations that the Plague might be re- 
moved from the Czzy and fall upon his 
Head ; which done, they offered him «p 


-in a Sacrifice, And in other Places they 


offered up pure Virgins of the »oble#t Fa- 
milies, to proprtiate their azzry Gods; and 
elſewhere, as Servizs tells us, they were 
wont to caſt a Man into the Sea with this 
Imprecation , mweilnue nuiv wu that 1s, be 
thou our Purgament, or Redemption. So 
allo it 1s faid of the Athentaps, that they 
maintained ſome of the moſt auproſirable 
and igzo2le of their People, that ſo whenany 
great Calamity betell the Czy, they might 
offer thera #p 1n Sacrifice to appeaſe their 
Gods. And that Paſſage of Ceſar con- 
cernng the Gallic Nation 1s very obſervable, 
that in Caſes of great Danger and Calami- 
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ty they either devoted themſelves to the 

Altar, or elſe offered #p ſome Man in their 

Stead ; quod pro vita hominis niſi homi- 

nis vita reddatur, non poſſe Deorum im- 

mortalium Numen placari arbitrantur ; that 

is, thinking that the immortal God's would 

never be appeaſed unleſs they offered up to them 

the Life of a Man for the Life of a Man: All 

which is an Evidence that they not only 

thought Sacrifices neceſſary to appeaſe God, 
but that they alſobelieved the better the Sa- 
crifice was, the more effeCtually it did ap- 

peaſe him. Nor did they think it leſs ze- 
ceſſary that there ſhould be ſome Interceſ- 
ſor between them and the Supream Divinity 
to Solicite their Cauſe, and render Sin pro- 
pitious to their Deſires. And hence it was 
the gezeral Doftrin of their Divines, that 
*rwas great Prophanenels for any thing that 
was earthly and ſinful immediately to ap- 
proach that Pare and Dzivine Being ; but 
that the Demons were to be the Mediators 
and Agents between him, and mortal Men, 
G25 d1IpSTp tuilyrila, dMd Na Aauporiov mow 
tv cunie x; 1 darnerr Otois meds ayIperes, AS 
Plato in his Sympoſ. expreſſes it ; that is, 
God is not approached by Men, but all the 
Commerſe , and Intercourſe between him and 
2s is performed by the Mediation of Demons, 
Sq that howſoever they came by this Pls: 
C1PiC 
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ciple it is apparent that they generally be- 
lieved both Sacrifices and a Medzator to be 
neceſſary Means to reconcile them to Gods 
and that without theſe they could not fati({- 
fy themſelves that God would be propitrous 
tothem, no not upon their Repentance and 
Reformation, Some good Hopes they might 
have, and it is apparent they had, from 
the Goodneſs and Benignity of the Divine 
Nature, that if they forſook their Sins God 
would not be #exorable'to them, at leaſt 
they could not tell but they might find 
Mercy ; but yet they durſt not abſolutely 
truſt to this without devoting fome ozher to 
ſufter in their Stead, and engaging ſome 
other to intercede in their Behalf. And 
therefore we ſee that when the Kzzp of 
Nineveh upon Jorah's Preaching obliged 
his People to Faliting and Repentance, the 
atmoit Encouragement he could give them 
was only this ; Who car tell if God will turn 
and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, 
that we periſh not, Jonah iti. 9g, Whereiore 
to give us the higheit Aſſurance of Pardon 
it we repent, God hath been {o infinitely 
£ood to us as to chooſe that very Method 
of reconciling us to himſelf, which we had 
chalked out to lum, and to meet with us 
in our own Way, thereby to give us a fuller 
Aflurance of his moſt gracious and merciful 

S 4 In- 
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Intentions to us ; for how could he have 


better ſatisfied the Anxiouſneſs and Jealouſy 


of our gnilty Minds,than in granting us our 
Pardon in that very Way, wherein we did 
ſo univerſally hope for and expeCt it ? Good 
Go1! How indulgent haſt thou been to thy 
poor Creatures, that waſt not only ſo rea- 
dy to pardonthem upon their Repentance, 
but ſo careful to give them the moſt effectual 
Aſſurance of it ; that ſo thou might re- 
move all diſcouragements out of the Way 
to our Amendment and Happineſs ? For 
doubtleſs the Reaſon why he took 7his 
Way of Pardoning us more than arother, 
was not only becauſe it was beſt 1n it ſelf, 
and moſt for the Intereit of his own Go- 
vernment ; but alſo becauſe of all others 
it was the molt efe&ual to ſatisfy our guilty 
Fears, and afſure us of his merciful Inten- 
Lions tO receive us into Favour again upon 
our Repentance and Amendment. For 
when Mankind were ſo unanimouſly agreed 
in thisBelief, that without a Sacrifice and a 
Meaiator he would not be appeaſed, how 
could he more efftetually have convinced 
our- Miitruſt of his Mercy, than by ſend- 
ing his own Sox to be our Sacrificeand Me- 
diator ; todie for our Sins upon Earth, and 
intercede for our Pardon in Heavez? So 
that if now we wall heartily repent of our 
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Sins and forfake them, we have all the ſe- 
curity of Mercy that we can delire ; our 
God being, attoned by the xobleit Sacrifice 
that ever was, and interceded with, on our 
Behalf by the moſt powerful and prevailing 
Mediator. | Having therefore ſuch a» High 
Prieſt over the Houſe of God, we may ſafely 
draw near, with atrue Heart, in full aſſurance 
of Faith as the Apoſtle expreſſes it Heb. 
x. 21, 22-—"Thus you ſee how good and 
gracious God hath been to us in the Way 
and Method which he hath preſcribed of 
pardoning, our Sins, and releaſing us from 
the obligation of Puniſhment for ever; 
which is ſo wiſe and good, and every way 
Goa-like, that IT think, had I no other Rea- 
ſon to believe the Chriſtian Religion, but 
only this wozarous Contrivance of pardon- 
ing Sinners revealed in the Goſpe!, this 
would have been enough to pertuade me 
that none but a God could be the Author 
and Contriver of it. And now TI ſhall con- 
clude this Argument with a fey Interen- 
CES, 

1. From hence I infer what avery great 
Evil Sin 1s, ſeeing it is fuch an Evilas binds 
us over to periſh for ever, and ſuch as no- 
thing can make Expiation for, butonly the 
precious Blood of the Sor of God; ſuch, as - 
our Savour muſt die for, or our Souls mutt 

| have 
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have ſuffered for, to all Erernity. How 
different therefore are our Thoughts from 
God's! We think it a Matter of Sport and 
Laughter, a T =_y to Play, and make Mer- 
7y with; but God, who knows the inmo#t 
Nature of things, looks _= it asa Thing 
of ſuch a black and horrid Nature, as that 
nothing but the Blood of our Sox/s, or the 
Blood of his Soz can make Expiation for. 
O bleſſed God ! Had we but ſuch Thoughts 
of our Sins as thou haſt, how ſhould we 
ſtart and tremble at the Sight of them, and 
with what Horror and Amazement ſhould 
we reflet upon them? Surely if all 
the Devils in Hell ſhould ſtand round about 
us in the moſt gaſtly Shapes and Appari- 
tions, 1t would not-put us into half that 
Agony of Fear, as would the Senſe and 
Remembrance of oar own Guilts and Follies. 
For had we but a Window into Hell to 
look through and ſee what azſufferable Tor. 
ments the damned Ghoſts undergo there for 
thoſe Sins we make {ſo light of; how they 
burn and roar in thoſe Flames of Luſt, a- 
bout which we like ſilly Flies do ſport and 
aally, or had we but the Croſs always ſtand- 
ing before our Eyes with the Soz of God 
hanging on it for thoſe Sins that are our 
Recreation, ſiehing and groaning out his i- 
pocent Soul in Tormentand Agonies to ex- 
piate 
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| piate thoſe Faults which we commit with 


{o much Greedineſs and Pleaſure; ſurely 
either of theſe ſad SpeQtacles would be ſaf- 


ficient to cool our Courage, and to make us 


affraid of ever ſinning more. Why then 
ſhould not our Belief of theſe Things have 
the ſame Effe& upon us, as the Sight and 
Senſe of them- muſt needs be ſuppoſed to 
have? O my Soul, why ſhould I be fo mad 


as to hug and embrace my Lutts any lon- 


er, when TI believe the Ev:/ of them to be 


| - A great as that the merciful Father would 


never have forgiven them,had not his own 
moſt bleſſed Son born ther Puniſhment, 
and freely ſubmitted himſelf to ſuffer for 
themin my Stead ; yea, and which I verily 
believe he will never Pardon yet, unleſs I 
heartily repent of, and forſake them ; but 
notwithſtanding all that his So- hath ſuffer- 
ed to make Expiation for them, will yet 
purſue and proſecute them with the moſt 
direful effeQts of an enaleſs and omnipotent 

Vengance ? 
2ly, Hence I infer the Certainty of our 
oevidetne for ever, if we.do not repent of 
our: Sins and forſake them. For if God 
would not have forgiven them upon our 
Repentance, unleſs an Expiation had been 
made for them by the Blood of his Soz ; 
how can we imagin that he will zo for- 
| . give 
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give them whether we repent of them or 
no? When all that could be obtained for 
us from our offended God by the vocal Blood 
and Wounds of his own Sox, (whoſe Lan- 
Sage was a thouſand Times more effectual 
or us, than all the Retorick of Argels could 
have been ) was only this, that if yet we 
would heartily repent and amend , we 
{hould certainly find Mercy and Favour at 
his Hands ; can we be ſo afſared as to hope 
for any more? Is it likely, that our ob/t:- 
ate Continuance in wifal Rebellion againſt 
him ſhould be a more prevaleyt Advocate 
for us, than the moſt eloquent Blood of that 
znnocent Lamb, which Coke better Things 
for us than the Blood of Abel? Will he be 
more zzaulgent to our Sins than he was to 
the obeazent Sufferings ofhis own Sax, whole 
Blood cryed Mercy, Mercy, with a Voice 
more maving and perſuaſive than the united 
Prayers of a World of ſinful Creatures could 
have done, though they had been waſhed 
in Floods of peritert "Tears? Let us not 
therefore be ſo fond as to preſume, that 
when the «tmoſt that God wouid grant us 
for his own deay Son's ſake, was to receive 
us to Mercy upon our «»feigzed Repen- 
tance; he will now for our own ſakes par- 
don us whether we repent or no. And 
ſince at the powerful Tntreaties of the Boos 
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of Jeſus he hath indulged to us as much 
Mercy as was fit for him to grant, and 
much more than we could ever have ho- 
ped for, let us not beſo 7mmodeſt as to ex- 
pet any farther, but fix hi as an eternal 
Verity in or owz Minds, that either our 
Sins, or our Souls muſt periſh; and 
then if after all that he hath done for 
us we will continue wzicked, there is 
no Remedy but we muſt be miſerable for 
ever. 

3dly, And laſtly, Hence alſo I infer how 
znexcuſable we are if we now periſh in our 
Sins, now God hath done ſuch great Things 
for us, and contrived ſuch an excel{ext Way 
to pardon us. So that now there can be 
nothing m_—_ to the Accompliſhment 
of our Pardon, but only or own Repent- 
ance and Reformation; for God and our 


Saviour have done all that is to be done 


on their Part; our Saviour hath ſuffered 
for us, and God hath accepted it as an Ex- 


plation for our Sins. And now the whole 


Matter ſticks at us, and there is nothing 
wanting, but only our Repentance; and 
if we will not Repent, and thereby inti- 
tle our ſelves to that merciful Pardon which 
God and our Saviour have prepared for us, 
there 1s none can be blamed tor our Ruin 
but our ſelves; For when Inquiſition ſhall 


be 
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be made for the Blood of our Souls, the 
only Cauſe of our Ruin will be found to 
be this, that we were wilfully and obſti- 
nately impenitent, What then ſhall we be 
able to ſay for our ſelves, when we come 
to plead for our Lives at the Tribunal of 
God ? Shall we plead that our Condition 
was —_— and deſperate, we being bound 
over for our pa#t Sins to an zrrevocable 
Pamnation?. Alas! With what Confi- 
dence can we plead this, when God had 
been ſo merciful as not to exaCt of owr own 
Perſons the Penalty which his Law had 
denounced againſt us; but graciouſly ad- 
mitted azother to ſuffer for us, and upon 
his ſuffering promiſed to forgive us if we 
would heartily repent ? Or can we pretend 
that by this graczous Indulgence of his he 
encouraged usto Sin on, and gave us Rea- 
ton to hope that he, who withoutour Re- 
pentance had remitted ſo »»wch of the Seve- 
rity of his Laws as to admit azother to 
ſuffer in our Stead, might as eaſily be in- 
duced to remit all whether ever we re- 
pented or no ? Why how could he have 
more efteQualy diſcouraged us from fin- 
ing on, when he would admit of no eſs 
Suffering, but what, conſidering the Great- 
neſs of the Perſon who underwent it, was 
as dreadful an Example of his Severity a- 
o4inſt 
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gainſt Sin as if he had damned for ever a 
whole World of Sinners? Or will you 
urge that you thought it in vain to return, 
ſince by your former Sins you had for ever 
forfeited the Favour of God? For though 
there was ſome Hopes that he might be in- 
treated to pardon,or remit yourPuniſhment; 
yet *twasin vain to hope that after ſo ma- 
zy Provocations he would ever be through- 
ly reconciled again, fo asto receive you 1n- 
to Grace and Favour. But when by ſend- 
ing his own So to die for us, he had given 
us ſo plain a Proof of the Sincerity of his 
AﬀeCtion towards us, with what tace can 
we {ſuſpect his Kindneſs ? For is it likely 
that he who was ſo goodas to give his Sox 
for us whilſt we were in Impenitence, 
ſhould be ſo implacable as to deny his Love 
to us upon our Repentance and Amend- 
ment? Was it not a much higher AC of 
Love to give his Sozx for Sinners, than to 
receive poor proſtrate Penitents into Favour ? 
He then who was fo free to do the former, 
we might well imagin would be much 
more free to do the /atter, Or laſtly, Dare 
we plead for our ſelves, that conſidering 
the Anxiouſneſs and Jealouſy of gazlry 
Minds, God had not given us ſuch Securi- 
ty of his Readineſs to pardon and be re- 
CON- 
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conciled to us, as was 7equifite to diſpel all 
thoſe Fears and Doubts by which we were 
diſcouraged from Repentance and Amend- 
ment? But how weak and groundleſs this 
Plea is, will ſoon appear to all the World, 
when it ſhall be conſidered what an effedtus 
al Courſe God took to obviate all our 
Doubts and Fears by pardoning us in our 
own Method, namely, upon the Motwe 
of a Sacrifice, and Interceſſion of a Media- 
tor ; eſpecially of ſuch a Sacrifice and Med;- 
ator as his own Sox : For let him be never 
ſo ſevere and ſtern, yet *tis impoſſible he 
ſhould be 7nexorable to the wocal Blood 
and importunate Intercefſions of that dear 
Perſon, whom he lovesaboveall the World. 
And now when God had ſo contrived the 
Method of his pardoning us, as to take 
from us all' Occaſion either of preſuming 
upon his Mercy whilſt we continue 2mpe- 
attent ; when he hath taken ſuch an effe- 
cual Courſe to raiſe both our Hopes and 
Fears, whichare the Springs of our Attion, 
ro their higheff Pitch and Capacity, and 
given us the greateſt Certainty that the Na- 
ture of the "Thing will bear, that he will 
puniſh us for ever if we Sin on, and par- 
don, and receive us into Favour if now at 
laſt we will repent and return 3 what can we 


ſay 
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fay for our ſelves, if in Deſpite of all zh 
we will run from Mercy whilſt its 
Arms are open toembrace us, and leap in- 
to Hell with our Eyes oper, and we ſee it 
gaping ready todevour us ? 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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==-==--- But have everlaſting Life. 


Text; which is to ſhew you the great 

Goodneſs of God tous in promiling to 

us ſuch a vaſ? Reward upon our per- 
forming ſuch an eaſje Condition as our be- 
lieving in Jeſus Chriſt; in which Reward *Þ 
there 1s firſt, the privativePart of it, or the 
Miſery it reſcues us from, that whoſoever 
believeth in him ſhould not pariſh; Secondly, 
the poſitive,or the Happinels it inſtatesus1n, 
but have everlaſting Life. In the manage- 
ment of which I ſhall do theſe two 
Things ; 

1. Shew you why this Reward is term- 
ed Everlaſting Life. 

2. How unſpeakably good God hath been 
to us 1n propoſing tous ſuch a va# Re- 
ward. 

1. Why this Reward is ftiled by the 
Name ir Everlaſting Life ; For it is very 
z1ſual with Scripture to exprels all the Bleſ- 
ſings it promiſes to, Men by the Name of 
Life ; for thus by Life the Old Teſtament 

very 
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very frequently expreſſes thoſe temporal 
Bleſſings, which are therein promiſed and 
propoſed : So Deut. xxx. 15, See, 1 have 


| ſet before thee this day, Life and Good, and 


Death and Evil ; in which he plainly re- 
fers to thoſe remporal Bleſſings and Curſes, 
which he had propoſed to, and denounced 
againſt them, Chap. xxviu. for ſo v. 19. of 
this Chapter he explains himſelf, Tcall Hea- 
ven and Earth to record this day againſt you, 
that I have ſet before you Life and Death, 
Bleſſing and Carſing : Therefore chuſe Life, 


| that both Thou and thy Seed may live, So 


Levit. xvii. 5. Te ſhall keep my Statutes and 
my Tudements : Which if a Man do, he ſhall 
live in them ; that is, he ſhall enjoy all 
thoſe zemporal Bleſſings, which I have 
therein promiſed : For ſo Ezek. xx. 21. 


| their living in them is oppoſed to his pou- 


ring out temporal Judgments upon them. 


And hence the Statutes of the Moſaic Law 
 arecalled the ſtatutes of Life, in which whoſo- 


ever walks,ſhall ſurely Live,and not Die,Fzek, 
XXXil. 15, And as theſe temporal Bleſſings - 
promiſed in the Old Teſtament are common- 
ly expreſſed by Life, {o thoſe eternal Bleſ- 
ſings promiſed in the New Teſtament are ve- 
ry frequently expreſſed by Life alſo. So 
Mar. xviu, 8, It zs better for thee to enter in- 
to Life halt or maimed, rather than having 
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two Hands or two Feet, to be caft into ever- 

laſting Fire, So alſo Mat. xix. 17. If thou 
wilt enter into Life, keep the Command- 
ments, And Joh. w. 36. He that believeth 
on the Son, hath everlaſting Life : And he 
that believeth not the Son, Teal nt fee Life ; 


bat the wrath of God abidethon him, Andbe- | 


cauſe the Bleſſings which the Goſpe! pro- 


ſes are not temporal but eternal; there- | 


ore that Life by which they are expreſſed 


is ſtiled eternal, everlaſting, and immortal: | 
For ſo 2 Tim. 1. 10. We find Life ad Im | 
mortality joyned together ; and Rom. vi, Þ 
22. Tehave your fruit unto Holineſs, and the Þ 
end everlaſting Life;and Verſ.23. The gift of | 

God w eternal Life, Now that it isnot called Þ 
eternal ] ife merely asit is a State of endleſs Þ 
Being and Exiſtence, is evident ; becauſe Þ 
Being and Exiſtence are indifferent Things | 
abſtraQed from all ſenſe of Happineſs and F 
Miſery ; but eternal Life is propoſed Þ 
cO us as a Thing that is infinitely deſirable in 
{lf, as being the Crown and Reward of all Þ 
our Obedience; for which Reaſon it is called | 
the crown of Life, Jam. 1. 12. And therefore | 
the Reaſon why the everlaſting Bleſſings of | 


the Goſpel are expreſſed by Life are, 


Firſt, Becauſe of the ineſtimable Worth 


and Yalue of Life. 
Secondly, 
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Secondly, Becauſe Life is the Roat of all 

our Senſe of Pleaſure and Happineſs, 

Thirdly, Becauſe it is the Principle of all 

our Activity. 

I, 'The everlaſting Bleſſings of the Goſpel 
are called Life, becauſe LY is the moſt 
ineſtimably precious of all the Bleſſings we 
_ For without Life there is nothing 
can be a zeal Bleſſing to us, nothing that 
we can ta#, reliſh, or enjoy : And thus the 
Devil knew well enough when he pro- 
nounced ſo confidently, Skiz for Skin, yea 
all that a Man hath will he give for his Life, 
Job u. 4. Now it is uſual with Scriptare to 
deſcribe the Bleſſings of the futre State by 
Things that are of the greate#Value among 
Men, by Riches and 2x0 by a Crown 
and a Kjrgdom, by a Paradiſe, or a Garden of 
Pleaſare ; but as if all theſe were too faint 
and dim to repreſent the 7rue Value of that 
bleſſed State, it is ſtiled Life alſo, which, 1s, 
much more valuable than either, yea than 
all thoſe Things together. And hence the 
Apoſtle calls it a more exceeding ang: eternal. 
weight of Glory, 2 Cor.iv. 17, 

2, It is called Life, becauſe, Eife is the 
Root of all our Senſe of Pleafure and Hap- 
pineſs, For without Life we are nothing, 
elſe but a Lump of ſtupid and inſenſible , 
Fleſþ, ingapable of perenving either Plea- 
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fare or Pain, So that all Senſation being 
founded in Life, and all Pleaſure a ſweet and 
grateful Senſation ; by a very eaſte Figure 


the zatural Effe&t and Operation of Life | 


is expreſſed by Life. And indeed all the 


Advantag 


| Senſe of Pleaſure ; and therefore it hath 


been very much diſputed among Phzloſo- | 


phers, whether this remporary State of ours, 


in which there is ſo great an Intermixture | 


of Pain with Pleaſure, and Miſery with 


Happineſs, doth not better deſerve the Name | 
of Death than Life; and thoſe of them who | 
thought it more /;able to Miſery than Hap- | 
pineſs, affirmed it to be a State of Death, | 
and ftritly maintained this Paradox, that | 
at our Birth we die into a worſe State than | 
Non-exiſtence, and at our Death are borz | 
into a 7rwe and proper State of Life. But | 
they who counted our preſert Life to be | 
intermixt with more Pleaſure than Miſery, | 
eſteemed our preſent Exiſtence a Priviledge | 
deſerving the Name of Life; which is an | 
Argument. that both placed all the Privi- | 


ledge of /ving 1n thoſe pleaſant Perceptions 
that are founded in it. And thus alſo ac- 
cording to the Scripture Philoſophy to live,as 
it1mports Advantage to us,is to live in aState 
of Joy and Pleaſure ; ſo Pfal. xxii. 26. The 


meek ſhall eat and be ſatisfed: They ſhall | 


praiſe 


e of living conſiſts in living in a | 
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4r'q the Lord that ſeek him; your Heart 
{ball live for ever, that is, you ſhall ſo a- 
bound with Matter of Joy and Praiſe that 
your Hearts ſhall be ſatisfied and contented 
for ever, So Joh. xiv. 19. Becauſe I live, 
ye ſhall live alſo; that is, becauſe I riſe from 
the Dead and live. for ever, ye ſhall rejoyce 
and be glad. So alſo 1 The. iv. 8. For 
ow we live, if ye [land faſt inthe Lord;that is 
we rejoyce in your Conſtancy and Perſeve- 
rance, tor ſo it follows immediately after, 
For what thanks canwe render to God again for 
you, for all the joy wherewith we joy for your 
ſakes before God? How properly thereforemay 
the future State be expreſſed by Life, ſince 
*tis the proper Scene of Happineſs where Joy 
and Pleaſure doth for ever abound ; where 
there is an izexhauſtible Spring of pure un- - 
»ingled Delights iſſuing forth in Rivers of 

Pleaſure from God's right Hand for ever ? 
So that if there be any Thing worthy of 
the Name of Lyfe, it is the b1:5ful State of 
thoſe app) Souls above, who live in the 
continued Senſe of all thoſe nſpeakable Joys 


and Comforts that an everlaſting Heaver 
imports. : 
3aly, And /afth, it iscalled Life, becauſe 
Lifeisthe Principleofall Activity. ?Tis this 
that inlivens all our Inſtruments of Action, 


and communicates Motion to all our Fa- 
@® & culties 
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culties and Powers. And hence the State 
of Heaven may well be called the State of 
Life, becauſe *tis a State of the highe## Ac- 
tivity, wherein all our Faculties a& with 
enſpeakable V igour, are freed from all that 
Weight of Sin and Matter that here do 
continually clog and incamber them, and 
entertained withſuch agreeable Obje&ts as do 
perpetually imploy and exerciſe them to 
the armoſt of their Strength and AQtvity : 
Where 2zfinite Truth and i»finite Goodneſs 
being always in our View and Proſpe&, 
will continually draw forth the atmoſt 
Force ofour Underſtandings, Wills, and Af- 
fedtions in the moſt rapturouws Contempla- 
tion, Fruition, and Embracements of that 
all-g lorious Obje&t in which we behold them; 
So that we ſhall not only AQ ſuitably to 
the Gerizs of our rational Natures, but in 
every AQ ſhall exert our «tmoſt AQtivity, 
and &zow,and love,and rejoyce, and delight as 
much as ever we are able. Wherefore 
ſince in that bleſſed State we ſhall be all 
Life and Spirit and Wing, ſince all our ra- 
zonal Faculties ſhall-be moſt inceſſantly 
and vigorouſly imployedabout the moſt «- 
greeable and conſentaneous Objetts, we being 
converted as it were into pure AQts of Kvow- 
tedge, and Love, and Joy, and Satisfattion ; 
pur Stateand Condition may be very well 

| | EX 
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expreſſed by Life, which isa moſt vigorous 
Principle of AQtivity. So that as Life is 
the moſt ineſtimable Jewel we have, as it 
is the Root of all our Senſe of Pleaſure, and 
the Principle of all our A&ivity, it doth 
moſt properly expreſs the 7zfinzte Value, 
Pleaſure, and AQtivity of that 5/:5fut State 
which God hath prepared to reward our 
Obedience. And fo I have done with the 
Firi#t Thing propoſed, which was to ſhew ' 
you for what Reaſon the eterzal Rewards 
of the Bleſſed are ſo frequently expreſſed by 
everlaſting Life. | 
- - 2, I proceednow to ſhew you in the /e- 
cond Place,how unſpeakably good God hath 
been to us in propoſing ſuch avaſt Reward 
upon the Performance of ſuch an eaſie Con- 
dition. In the Management of which T 
ſhall firſtdiſcourſe of this Reward abſol/ntely, 
and ſhew you how great it is in it ſelf, Se- 
condly, comparatively, and ſhew you how 
great 1t is inReſpett of the Condition upon 
which it ispromiſed. | 

1. Wewill conſider it abſolutely how great 
x is initsſelf, And here I do not pretend 
to give you a perfect Map of all the Beati- 
tudes of that heavenlyState; for that is a Talk 
fit only for an Aygel, or a glorified Spirit ; 
all'I aim at is to give you ſuch an imperfect 
Account of itas God hath thought fit to im- 
part 
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part to Mortals in the Scriprure, which 
though it fall infinitely ſhort of the Thing 
it ſelf, yet is doubtleſs the be## and utmoſt 
that our arrow Capacities can bear, In 
ſhort therefore:concerning this bleſſed State, 
God hath revealed to us;that it includes theſe 
ſix Things : 

- A perfec# Freedom from Evil and Mz. 

ery. 

y- - moſt 7ztimate Enjoyment of him- 

Elf, | 

3 A moſt ezdearing Fruition of our glori- 

ed Saviour. | 

4. A moſt delightful Converſation with 
Angels and glorified Spirits, 

5. The #»fizite Glory and Delightfulneſs 
of the Place, wherein all theſe Felicities 
are to be enjoyed. 

6. The exdleſs Duration of this moſt b/e/- 

ſed and happy State. 

1. Everlaſting Life includes a moſt per- 
fect Freedom from Eviland Miſery. For ſo 
we find the State of the Bleſſed in Heaven 
deſcribed, that they hunger no more, neither 
thirſt any more ; chat the Sun lights not on 
them, or any heat, that is, that they are no 
longer liable to the ſcorching Heats of Per- 
ſecution ; but that God hath wiped away all 
tears from their Eyes, Rev. vii. 16. 17. And 
hence alſo Heavez iscalled a State of Rep 
& | | _ Heb, 
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h Heb. iv. 9, 11. There remaineth therefore a 
g reit to the people of God, Let us laboar there- 
ſt fore to enter into that reſt; Which denotes 
= this State to be a perfet# Sabbath, and Jubile 
e, f| of Redemption from all Evi! and Miſery. 
le For as ſoon as the Souls of good Men de- 
El part out of this corporealState 1n which they 
/= | now live, they are immedaatly releaſed 
{ from all thoſe bodily Paſſions of Hurger,and 
- | Thirſt, and Pain,and Diſeaſes whereunto they 
 |Þ are now liable by Reaſon of their Uno0z 
- | with theBody; and havinginagreat Mea- 
{ Afureconquered their Wills while they were 
h | in theBody, and ſubdued them to the Will 
: of God, they ſhall immediately commenſec 
s | into an highDegreeofPerfettion. For be- 
s | ng freed from the Incumbrances of Fl:ſh 
and Blood, from the Importunities of their 
- bodily Paſſionsand Appetites,and the Temp- 
tations of Sexſualitythat do now continually 
- ſollicit them, they ſhall no longer be liable 
> | to thoſe Irregularities of Aﬀection that do 
> Þ Herediſturbthe Tranquility of their Minds ; 
" F -and their Adtonsan AﬀQions being al- 
4 waysregulated by theirReaſon,theirConſci- 
ences ſhall beno longer beſtormed with thoſe 


hy 


Terrors and Afﬀrightments, which nothing 
but the Senſe of Guilt can ſuggeſt to them ; 
but enjoy a perpetual Calm and Serenity, 
And being thus freed from all - Evils 
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Diſquietudes both from within and without, 
they ſhall be at perfei# Eaſe, and for ever 
enjoy a moſt axd:ſturbed Repoſe. O bleſſed 
Day,whenT ſhall take my Leave of Sin and 
Miſery for ever, and go to thoſe calm and 
bliſful Regions,whence Sighs and Tears and 
Sorrows and Pains are baniſhed for ever more ! 

2. Everlaſting Life includes a moſt inti- 
mate Enjoyment of God, For God being a 
rational Good, 1s capable of being enjoyed 
by rational wary no otherwiſe than by 
Kpowledge, and by Love, and by Reſem- 
blance; all which Ways he hath pro- 
miſed that we ſhall enjoy him, when once 
we are arrivedinto that blisful State. For 
as for the Kyowhape of him St. Paul tells us, 


that whereas zow we ſee through 4 Glaſs dark- 


ly; we ſhall then ſee him Face to Face : And 
whereas now we know in part, then we ſhall 
know even 45 alſo we are known, 1 Cor.xill.12. 
and St. John tells us, that we ſhall ſee hin as 
he is, 1 John w.2. Which expreſſions muſt 
needs import ſuch a Kowledge of him as is 
unſpeakably more diſtin## and clear than a- 
ny weenjoy inthis preſenr State. For then 
the Eyes of our Minds ſhall be ſo :mvigora- 
red that we ſhall bheahle to gaze on the Sun 
without daz/izg, to contemplate the pare 
and /»aculate Glory of the Divinity with- 


out being confounded with its Brightneſs ; 
| and 
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and our Underſtandings ſhall be fo exalted 
that ſhall we ſee more at every ſingle View 
than wedo now in Volames of Diſcourſe; and 
the molt tedious Trains of Inference and De- 
duCtion. And enjoying a moſt perfei# Repole 
both from withiz and without, we ſhall have 
nothing to diſturb or divert our greedy Con- 
templations, which having ſuch an immenſe 
Horizon of Truth and Glory round about 
them, ſhall filldiſcover farther and farther, 
and ſo entertain themſelves with everlaſting 
Wonder and Delight. For what an i»finite 
Pleaſure will that al-glorious Objetafford to 
our raiſed Minds,which then ſhall no longer 
labour under the tedious Difficulties of Diſ- 
courſe, but like __ Windows ſhall 
have nothing to do but only to receive the 
jw 7" freely offers it ſelf unto them, 
and ſhines for ever round aboutthem ; when 
every zew Diſcovery of God, and of thoſe 
bottomleſs Secrets and Myſteries of his Na- 
ture ſhall enlarge our Capacities to diſco- 
ver more, and {till zew Diſcoveries ſhall 
freely offer themſelves as faſt as our Minds 
are enlarged to receive them! 'I his doubt- 
leſs will be a Recreation to our Minds in- 
finitely tranſcending all that wecan conceive 
or imagin of it, eſpecially conſidering that 
all our Kowledge ſhall terminate in Love, 
that ſweet and grateful Paſhon that Ps 
an 
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and raviſhes the Hearts, and diſſobves it in- 
to Joy and Pleaſure : For God being infi- 
nitely good and amicable, the more we know 
him the »zore Cauſe and Reaſon we have to 
love him. When therefore we are arrived 
to that Degree of Kyowledge which the be- 
atifical Viſion implies, we ſhall find our Hearts 
inflamed with ſuch a wehemernt Love to him 
as will ifſue into an «rſpeakable Delight and 
Satisfaction, and even overwhelm us with 
Extaſies of Joy andComplacency,for if thoſe 
_ divineTlapſes,thoſe more 77med:ate Touch- 

es and Senfations of God, which Good Mer 
do ſometimes experience in thi Life, do fo 
affect and raviſh them that they are even 
forced into Triumphs and Exultations ; how 
will they be wrapt and tranſported in that 
State of /:i{10-2, when they ſhall ſee hum ſo 
immedaately, and /ove him ſo vehemently, 
and their Souls ſhall be nothing elſe bur 
entire Globes of Light and Love, all irra- 
diated and inflamed with the immediate Ef- 
flawvies of the Fountain of Truth and Good- 
neſs ? But alas! As theſe Joys are 700 big 
for mortal Language to expreſs, ſo are they 
700 ſtrong for frail Mortality to bear ; and 
if we but tor one Day or Hour ſhould ſee 
Goa, and love him as thoſe glorified Spirits 
do, we ſhould queſtionleſs die with an Ex- 

zaſy of Pleaſure, and our glad Hearts _ 
, EICKIE 
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tickled withſuch izſupportable Joys, by en- 
deavouring to enlarge themſelves to make 
Room for them, all would quickly ſtretch 
into a Rupture. But then as our Kor- 
ledge of God ſhall terminate in the Love of 
him, ſo both together ſhall zermzzate 1n our 
Reſemblance of his Perfe&tions; for having 
ſo immediate a Proſpe&t of his Beauties, 
and being ſoinfinitely examoured with them, 
with what izexpreſſibleVigour muſt we imi- 
tatE and tranſcribe them? And our Imita- 
tion being izvigorated with ſuch a clear 
Knowledge and ſuch a vehemernt Love, can- 
not fail of producing the deſcribed Reſem- 
blance; ſo that the more we k-ow God, the 
more we ſhall love him ; and the more we 
know. and love, the more we ſhall imitate 
and reſemble him. So that then both our 
inward Motions-and outward AQtions will 
beall moſt pareand perfect Tmitations of God 
which will produce ſuch an exa# Agree- 
ment between his Origizal and our Copy, 
that whilſt we interchangably turn our 
Eyes to God and our ſetves, and compare 
Beauty with Beauty, it will fill our Minds 
with azſpeakable Content to ſee how the 
Image anſwers to the Prototype, what a 
ſweet Harmony and Agreement there is be- 
tween his Nature and ozr ow, For if from 


our Love of God there muſt — 
ult 
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ſult to us ſuch 2neffable Joy and Complacen- 
cy, What a raviſhing Delight will it afford 
us to '{ee the Signatures of thoſe adorable 
Beauties for which we love him, ſtampt 
and impreſſed upon our own Natutes; when 
the Glory that. ſhines about, and inflames 
us, ſhall ſhine into us and become ovr owz; 
and thoſe amiable Ideas of him which are 
impreſſed upon our Underſtanding, ſhall 
ftamp our Wills and AﬀeQtions with their 
own Reſemblance! For ſo the Apoſtle tells 
us it ſhall be, x John 11. 2. For whez he ſhall 
appear, we ſhall be like him; for we ſhall ſee 
im as heis, Lord, how muſt our Souls be 
enlarged and widened to be able to contain 
all thoſe mighty Joys that mult neceſſarily 
ſpring from our Fruition of thee ! And to 
what a Degree of Happineſs ſhall webead- 
vanced, when we ſhall be entertained with 
all the delights that the Enjoyment of an z- 
finite Good can afford us, and have Hearts 
great enough to contain them all without 
being overcharged with their Weight and 
Number ! 


| 34 , Everlaſting Life includes a moſt 


endearing Fruition of our glorified Saviour. 
And certainly this 15 noneof the /mzalle#t Tn- 
oredients of that blisful State, that we ſhall 
ever be with our bleſſed Lord ; as the Apoſtle 


expreſſes it, x Thel, iv. 17. Far hereia it is 


evident 
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evident the ſame Apoſtle placed one great 
Advantage of his future State; for ſohe tells 
us,he had a deſire to depart and tobewith Chriit, 
which us far better, Phil. 1.23. And indeed 
*tis unpoſſible but it mult be a va# Addi- 
tion ro the Happineſs of all .ver:#0zs 2nd 
grateful Souls to ſee this bleſſed Friend and 
Benefactor, who came down from the Bo- 
ſom of his Father, and tor their Sake ex- 
poſed himſelfto a miſerable Life, and ſhame- 
fal Death ; to fee him ſitting at his Father's 
right Hand crowned with Majeſty and Ho- 
nour, ſarrourded with the whole Choir of 
Angels and Saints, like a $zz in the midft 
of a Circle of Stars. How mult it needs re- 
joyce the Hearts of all the Lovers and Fol- 
lowers of this bleſſed Lamb, to ſee ſuch a hap- 
2y Change of his Circumſtances! To ſee 
him that was formerly deſp;/ed and jp:t on, 
and ſo unworthily treated by an zll-natared 
World, adored and worſhiped, praiſed and 
admired by all the Court of Heaven, and ce- 
lebrated with the Songs of Cherubins and Se- 
raphims, of Arch-angels and Angels, and the 
Spirits of juſt Men made perfett; to behold 
him, that hungupon the Crols, and poured 
out hisBlood there in Groans, and Agonies 
meerly to make m:ſerable Sinners happy, ad- 


vancedto the highezt Pitch of Splendor and 


Dignity, - and made Head and Prince of all 
| V the. 
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the Hierarchy of Heaven. Verily methinks 
though Þ were excluded from that happy 
Place, and had only the Priviledge to look 
7x and ſee my bleſſed Lord and Savioar, it 
would be a moſt heavenly Conſolation tome 
to behold the Glory and Honour and Hap- 
pineſs with which he is ſurrounded, though 
1] were ſurenever to partake of it ; and the 
Communion I ſhould have in the Joy's of 
my Maſter, the freer Sympathy in all his 
Pleaſures would be a Heavex _ Hand 
to me, and I ſhould feel my {elf unſpeak- 
ably happy in being a Spectator of his Felict- 
ty and Advancement, But Oh ! When that 
aear and bleſſed Perſon ſhall not only permit 
me to ſee his Glory, but introduce me into 
it; when his 6/:ftd Mouth ſhall bid meWel- 
come, and pronounce my;'Euge bone Serve! 
well done Good and Profitable Servant, enter in- 
to thy Maſters Joy ; when I {hall not only ſee 
his beloved Face, but be admitted into his 
ſveet Converſation, and dwell in his Arms 
and Embraces for ever ; when I ſhall hear 
him record the wondrows Adventures of his 
Love, through how many wof«/ Stages he 
paſt to reſcue me from ezaleſs Miſery ; how 
will my Heart ſpring with Joy and bars 


with Love, and my Mouth overflow with | 


Praiſes and Thankſgivings ? O bleſſed Jeſu! 
How happy will the Day be when I mY =_ 
oaded 
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loaded with fo many va# Obligations to 
love thee, ſhall be introduced into thy Pre- 
ſence, to ſee thy Glories, and Sypathize 
in thy Joys, as thou didft in my Miſeries ; 
to thark and praiſe thee Face to Face for all 
thoſe Wonders of Love with which thou 
haſt obliged me, and to bear a.Part in that 
heavenly Song, Worthy #s the Lamb that was 


| ſlaingoreceive power, and riches, and wiſdom, 


and ſtrength, and honour, andglory, and bleſ- 
ſing ; who ha#t redeemed us to God by thy blood, 
out of every Kzndred, and Tongue, and People 

and Nation, Rev. v. 9, 12. | 
thly, Everlaiting Life includes a moſt 
delightful Converſation and Society with 
Angels and glorified Spirits, For when we 
come to the City of the Living God, the hea- 
venly Jeruſalem, the Apoſtle tells us, what 
our Society will be, viz. a» innumerable 
company of Angels, the general Aſſembly and 
Charch of the firit-born, God the judge of all, 
the Spirits of juſt Men made perfett, and Te- 
ſus the Meatatour 7 the new Covenant, Heb. 
xii. 22, 23, 24. Lord, What glorious SOCi- 
ety is here ! Society in which there is no- 
thing intermingled, but what is Heavealy 
and Divine; it being altogether compoſed 
of the be# and wiſe#t and xobleFt Beings in 
the World. For as for the bleſſed Saints 
and Angels, they are all moſt perfeQtly re- 
Y tined 
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fined from all that Folly and Peeviſbneſs, 
Difſgaize and Diſſimalation which 1s the 
Bane of hamane Converſation ; their Un- 
derſtandings are exceeding /arge and compre- 
hexſive, and their Charity and Goodnels is 
full as extexſive as their Knowledge: And 
in ſuch a ConjunQion of Wiſdom with 
Goodneſs, what an excellent Society mult 
there needs be produced ? For astheir great 
Goodneſs muſt needs render their Conver- 
ſation moſt free and amzable, ſo muſt their 
great Knowledge and Wiſdom render it no 
leſs profitable and delightful; and as the lat- 
zer muſt needs inſtruct them in all the 
wiſe Arts of Endearment , ſo the for- 
mer muit needs oblige them to uſe and im- 
prove them to the utmoſt. O how heaver- 
{ therefore muſt their Converſation needs 

, Whilſt *tis thus managed by pare Wil- 
dom and moſt perfe? Love; whilſt the 
molt glorious Knowledge is the Scope, and 
the moſt. ardext Friendi{hip the Law of all 
their Converſe ! Who would not be wil- 


ling to leave a foolſb, SR and i-natu- 
/ 


red World, for the bleſſed Society of thoſe 
wiſe Friends, and perfef# Lovers? And what 
greater Happineſs can we deſire, than to 
1pend an Erernity in ſuch ſweet Converſati- 
on ! Where we {hall hear the deep Philoſo- 
phy of Heaven freely communicated in the 


wiſe 
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wiſe and amicable Diſcourſes of Angels and 

glorified Spirits, who mutually impart the 
Treaſures of each others Knowledge with- 

outany Reſerve or AﬀeQation of Myſtery, 

and freely philoſophize without wrangling 

Diſputes, or peeviſh Contentions for ViCto- 

ry; where Wiſdom is the Entertainment, 
and Love and mutual Endearments the 
Welcome; where there is Harmony without 
Diſcord, Communication without Diſputes, 
and everlaſting Diſcourſe without Mrang ling. 
O happy Day ! When TI ſhall depart from 
this zmpertinent and anſociable World, and 
all my good od Friends that are gone to Hea- 
vez before me, ſhall meet meon the Shores 
of Eternity, and congratulate my Arrival 
to that bleſſed Society | Where I ſhall freely 
converſe with the Patriarchs and Prophets, 
the Apoſtles and Martyrs, and be moſt inti- 
mately acquainted with all thoſe brave and 
generous Souls, who have recommended 
themſelves to the World by their gloriozes 
Examples ; where Angels and Arch-azgels 
ſhall be my familiar Friends, and all thoſe 
uſtrious Courtiers of the great King of Hea- 
ver ſhall own me for their Brother, and 
bid me welcome to their Maſters Joy, and 
none will diſdain my Company though ne- 
ver {o much above me in Glory and Per- 
fection ; but-from the highe#t ro the lowe/t 
V 3 will 
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will all receive and entertain me with the 
texdereſt Tndearments of heavenly Lovers. 
5thly, Everlaſting Life includes alſo the 
znfinite Glory and Delightfulneſs ofthe Place 
wherein all theſe Felicities are to be enjoy- 
ed, For though the very State of the Ble/- 
fed be ſufficiently gloriows to transform the 
moſt 4d:fmal Place into a Paradife, and to 
create a Heaven in the darkeſt Dungeon of 
Hell; yet ſuch hath been the Goodneſs of 
God, that he hath prepared a Place pro- 
portionably glorious to that: bleſſed State ; 
which according to the Sciriprure Account 
15 the higheſt Heaven, or the upper and purer 
TraQts of the Aher. For ſo our Saviour 
tells the penitent Thief, to day ſhalt thou be 
with me in Paradiſe , Luk. xxiv. 43. and 
where this Paradiſe is St. Paul informs us, 
2 Cor. x11. for Verl. 2. he tells us of his be- 
ing caught up to the third Heaven, which in 
the 4th Verſ. he calls Paradiſe, where he 
heard unſpeakable Words, Now that by the 
Third Heaven he means the appermoſt, wiz. 
chat Heaven of Heavens whichis the Throne 
of God's moſt gloriows Reſidence, where 
Feſzs ſits at his right Hand'-among the holy 
AMfriads of Angels and glorious Spirits, is e- 
yident from this; becauſe according to the 
Jewiſh Philoſophy, to which he here alludes, 
Heaven was dited into threeRegions, vis, 
| RS 


Um JOHN 3. 16, 295 


the Cloud-bearing, Star-bearing, and Anze!- 
bearing Region, the laſt of which they call- 
ed the Third Heaven, in which they placed 
the Throne of the Divinz Majeſty. And 
that by Paradiſe he means the ſame Place is 
as evident, becauſe by this Name the Jews, 
in whoſe Language he ſpeaks, were wont 
to call it the Third Heaven, or Angel-bear- * 
7ng Region. And hence Rab. Menachem on 
Leviticus,tells us it isapparent that the Re- 
ward of our Obedience is not to be enjoy- 
ed in this Life ; Verum poſt diffolutionem 
Juſtus adipiſcitur Regnum quod dicitur 
Paradiſus, fruiturque conſpectu divino ; z. 
e. but after Death the Juſt ſhall obtain that 
Kyngdom which is called Paradiſe, and 
there enjoy the beatifical Viſion. And *tis 
ver ufoal for them to expreſs the Bleſſings 
of the future Life by enjoying the Delights 
of Paradiſe; and therefore is this heavenly 
Region of Amgels called by the Name of Pa- 
raazje m Allultion to the earthly Paradiſe of 
Eden, denoting to us, that as that was the 
Garden of this lower World, which of all 
other Places did moſt abound with Plea- 
ſures and Delights; ſo thi is the Paradiſe 
of the whole Creation, the moit fruitfrel 
and delightful Region within all this bound- 
les Space of the World. Nor indeed can: 
it be imagined to be otherwiſe, it being 
” | V 4 the 
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the Imperial Court which the great Monarch 
of the World hath choſen for his ſpecial Re- 
{idence, and which he hath prepared to re- 
ceive and lodge the glorified humane Nature 
of his own eferzal Son, and to entertain his 
Friends and Favourites for ever. For if 
theſe Out-Rooms of the World are fo royal 
and mapnificent , how infinitely ſplendid 
muſt we needs imagin thePreſence-Chamber 
of the great King to be, the Glory of whoſe 
Preſence will render it more /ightſome. and 
illuſtriom than the anited Beams of tex thou- 
ſaxdSuns. And therefore though the Scrip- 


ture hath nowhere given us an exad De-. 


ſcription of this glorious Place, becauſe in- 
decd no humane language can deſcribe it ; 
yet fince God hath choſen 1t for the everlaſte 
;ng Theater of Bliſs and Happineſs, we 
may reaſonably conclude that he hath moſt 
exquiſitely furniſhed it with all Accomoda- 
tions regwfite for a moſt happy and blisful 
Lite, and that the Houſe is every way ſ«zit- 
able to the Entertainment. Whenlſoever 
therefore a pare and vertuous Soul gets free 
from this Cage of Fleſh, away it flies under 
the Condutt and Protection of Argels 
chrough the Arr and Ather beyond the Fir- 
mament of Stars, and neyer ſtops till it is 
arrived to thoſe bleſſed Abodes, where God 
aud Jeſs, Saintsand Angels Awell;. where 

36, | being 
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being come, with what #«7ſpeakable De- 
light will it contemplate 7hat Scene of 
T may ? Whenall of a ſuddain it ſhall fee 
it ſelf ſurrounded with an 2zfizite Splendor 
and Brightneſs, ſothat which way ſoever it 
caſts its Eyes, it is entertained with zew 
Objeas of Wonder and Delight ; then ſhall 
it ſay, as the Queer of Sheba did of Solomon's 
Court, alas! How faint and dim, how ſhort 
and zmperfett were all humane Conceits and 
Deſcriptions of this bleſſed Place! For 
though I have . heard great and mighty 
Things of it, yet now I find that not oe 
Half of its rea/ Glory and Magnificence hath 

ever beenreported/to me. | 
6thly, And laſtly; Everlaſting Life 1n- 
cludes the endleſs Duration of this moſt ble/- 
Jedand happy State. Thus Joh. vi. 27. he calls 
his DoEtrine the meat which endureth unto 
everlaſting . Life, which the Son of Man ſhall 
give unto you; and Verſ, 40. he tells them 
that this was the will of his Father, that every 
one that believeth on him, might have ever- 
laſting Life; and Verſ. 47. Verilywerily T ſay 
upto you,he that believeth on meghath everlaſt- 
ng Life, and Verſ. 51,54, 58. he promiſes 
them that upon their believing in him, they 
ſhould live ; ever, But becauſe Everlaſt- 
zng Life and For ever doth in Scripture ſome- 
times ſignity a /ozg, but not an exale/s Du- 
ration ; 
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ration; therefore he hath taken Care to ex- 
preſs this Article in ſuch Words as muſt ne- 
ceſlarily denotean endleſs Duration of Bliſs; 
for he not only tells them, Chap. vi. 50. 
that they whobelieved his Do#rize, ſhould 
not die, but that whoſoever liveth, and be- 
lieveth in him, ſhall never die, Joh. xi. 26. 
yea, and not only ſo, but that they ſhould 
zever ſee death, Joh. vini. 51. that is, ſhould 
never come within Ken or ProfpeCt of it : 
Nay, and Luk. xx. 36. he tells them, - ze-/- 
ther can they die any more ; for they are equal 
to the Angels, If then our future Life be ſo 
everlaſting as that it neither can nor ſhall be 
rerminated by Death, it muſt necefſaril 
be a Life without End ; whoſe Duration 1s 
parallel to Eternity, Now what a mighty 
bo 


Addition muſt this needs make to the 

of the Bleſſed, to conſider that they are ſuc 
as {hall never expire; when the Soul ſhall 
reflet upon her happy State, and think thus 
with her ſelf, O bleſſed, for ever be a good 
God ! I am as happynow as ever my Fleart can 
hold ; every Part of me #s ſothronged with Foy, 
that I have no room for any more ; and that 
which compleats and crowns them all, s that they 
ſhall be renewed to all Eternity, and Millions of 
Millions of Ages hence be —_ from a period as 
they were the firſt moment wherein T enjoyed them. 
For our Lives and our Happineſs ſhall be 
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co-eteryal to one another, our God ſhall live 
for ever, and we ſhall live for ever toenjoy 
him, and in the Enjoyment of ſuch an #z- 
finite Good weneed not doubt to find Vari- 
ety enough {till to renew our Joys, and to 
keep them freſh and flouriſhing for ever. For 
as we ſhall always know Goa, fo we ſhall 
always know him more and more, and eve- 
ry zew Beauty that zfinite Obje&t diſcovers 
to us will kindle a zew Flame of Love, and 
that a new Rapture of Joy, and that a new 
Deſire of knowing and diſcovering more, 
and ſo for ever round again there will be 
knowing and loving and rejoycing more and 
more to all- Erernity, For fo immenſe will 
our Happineſs be, that we ſhall need as 
well.as defire an Eternity to enjoy it fully, 
and after millions of Ages are ſpent in the 
Enjoyment of it, we ſhall {till renew our 
Fruition with the ſame freſh enmraviſhing 
Pleaſures as when we fir poſſeſſed and en- 
joyedit ; foras zew Pleaſures will {till pre- 
ſent themſelves unto us, ſo when we have 
enjoyed them never fo long we ſhall ſtill 
beat an finite Diſtance from' any End of 
our Enjoyment. - So that our Happineſs 
conſiſting of an finite Variety of Pleaſures 
extended to an 2zzfizite Duration, we ſhall 
neither be cloyed with the Repetition of it, 
nor tormented with the Fear'of —_— ar 
h n 
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And now.you ſee how vaſt and :mmen/e 
the Reward of our obed:ential Belief of our 
Saviour 15; I need not tell you that *tis a 
plain and apparent Inſtance of God's great 
Love and good Will to the World ; Fortis 
indeed ſuch a tranſcendent Inſtance, as may 
juſtly aſtoniſh the whole Creation, and pur 


— — — 


both Heaven and Earth into an Extaſy to 


ſee the benevolent Father of the World pro- 
ject ſuch mi2hty Entertainments for ſuch #u- 
deſerving Children, and prepare ſuch a 
Heaven of bounaleſs and endleſs Pleaſure to 
treat ſuch a Company of wretched ſinful 
Worms. O thou zxfinite Love and Good- 
neſs ! How can we ſufficiently admire and 
praiſe thee, that from ſuch a Depth of Sin 
and Miſery haſt projected to raiſe us.to ſuch 
an Height of Glory and Felicity ? But this 
will yet more evidently appear, iffrom the 
abſolute Confideration' of this Reward we 
deſcend to the comparative ; which was, 

2. The ſecond thing we propoſed to dil- 
courſe of, viz.. to ſhew how va# this Re- 
ward is in Reſpe& of the. Condition or 
Conlideration upon which it is promiſed 
and propoſed. And this I ſhall endeavour 
to make appear to you in theſe ſeven Par- 
ticulars : | | 

1. The Condition is 4«e, but the Reward 

is free and arbitrary, 
2, The 
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2. The Condition 15no ways DS 


to God, but the Rewardis uifinite 
Vantageos tO us. 

3. The Condition is /mza/l, and eafte to be 
performed; but the Reward is immerſe 
and boundleſs. 

4. In performing the Condition God 0- 
perates »zore than we ; but in receiving 
the Reward weonly are concerned. 

5. The Condition is momentary and tem- 
poral, but the Reward 1s eternal. 

6. In the performance of the Condition, 
there are great Intermixtures of Plea- 
ſure with our Labour, but in the Re- 
ward there is not the /eaſt Intermixture 
of Miſery with Happineſs. 

7. The Condition admits of Intermiſſhons 
of Labour, but in the Reward there 
are 20 Intermiſſions of Happineſs. 

1, The Condition is axe, but the Re- 
ward 1s free and arbitrary, For God being 
our Creator we ow allour Powers of AQt- 
on to him; and from this abſolute Propriety 
that he hath in our Powers, he derives an 
immutable Right to all the poſſible Service 


Y 4d , 


we ean render him ; ſo that whilit he en- 


joyns us nothing but what is poſſzble, he on- 
ly requires what is his Dae, and what we 
cannot withold without a moſt 71x In- 
vaſion of tis Right and Property. For he 
being \, 
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being the Szpreme Proprietor of all our 
Powers and Faculties, muſt needs have an 
eternal Right to imploy and exerciſe them 
as he pleaſes ; becauſe by ſo doing he only 
uſes his own Goods to hi own Ends and Pur- 
poſes, which every Proprietor hath an «- 
gueſtionable Right to do ; ſo that to ſubſtrat? 
our Powers from: his Uſe and Service ,is to 
embezzle our Maſters Goods, and commit 
dow right Theft and Robbery. Wherefore, 
ſince 1a the Condition of our Salvation he 
hath required nothing of us but what is 
Poſſible for us to do, this he might have de- 
manded as ajzſt Debt, without offering us 
any Reward for the Payment of it ; but 
that he ſhould give #« a Heaven only for 


giving him hi Due, and beſtow upon us 


for paying what we owed him, zzfinztely 
more. than the whole Debt amounts to, 1s 
an Expreſſion of Love beyond all Compari- 
fon. When he might have juſtly ſent us 
into this Theater to at what Part {oever he 
pleaſed, have endeared our Duty to us by 
nothing but its appexdent Delights, and 
when we had done, remanded us back into 
our Primitive Non-entity; yet that he ſhould 
recompenſe the bare Diſcharge of that Duty 
we own him with the Reward of ſuch an 
zmortal Blils, is ſuch a ſtupendows Height of 
Goodneſs, as not only puzz/es our Conceit, 


but 
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but out-reaches our Wonder and Admirati- 


N. 

24ly, The Condition is no ways advanta- 
geous to God, but the Reward 1s infinitely 
advantageous to us ; for he 1s fo infinitely 
happy in the Enjoyment of himſelf and bs 
own Perfe&tions, thatall the Services of Men 
and Angels can make no Addition to his 
Felicity ; which depends wholly upon the 
infinite Goodneſs and PerfeCtion of his own 
Nature, and is not derived either in whole 
or in Part from the Tributes or Free-will Of. 
ferings ofhis Creatures. For ca a Mar be 
profitable unto God, as he that is wiſe may be 
profitable unto himſelf ? Is it any pleaſure to 
the Almighty that we are righteous ? Or is it 
gain to himthat we make our ways perfect, Job. 
XXi1. 2, 3? Nocertainly ; when he had no- 
thing but himſelf to contemplate and love, 
his Happineſs was the ſame as it is ow a- 
mong all the Praiſes and Services which he 
receives from the World of Azgels and of 
Mer ; and if they ſhould revolt from him, 
or relapſe into Nox-Eztity again, he would 
till remain the fame moſt happy Being 
that now he is, andever was. Forall rae 
Happineſs being founded in PerteQtion, it 
it 15 impoſſible that any Being that is infi- 
nitely- perfec? in himſelf ſhould become ei- 
ther »ore or leſs happy by any Thing that 
hap- 
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happens from without him. So that as to 
the Happineſs of God, it is the ſame Thing 
whether we obey, or diſobey him ; fo that 
whatſoever Condition he unpoſes on us, 
our Performance of it is but juſt like bring- 
ing Wax to a dying Father, which he re- 
quires not to inrich himſelf, but only to 
feal away Fortunes to his Children. And 
that he impoſes this Condition on us ra- 
ther than arother, 1snot becauſe it is moſt 
advantageous to him, but becauſe it is moſt 
conducive to our Welfare and Happineſs : 
So free and wrniptereſted 1s his Love and 
Goodneſs to us, that upon Conſiderations 
no ways advantageous to himſelf, he pro- 
miſes finite Advantages to us; for *tis we 
reapall the Profit-as well of the Conditioa 
as of the Reward appendent to it, and he 
promiſes us Heavez upon Terms, that carry 
Heaven in the Performance of them. For 
fri the Condition perfetFs our Natures , 
and then the Reward beatifies them ; for 
there 15 nothing in the Condition of the 
Chriſtian Covenant but what our own Selt- 
love rightly direed would oblige us to ; 
nothing but what tends to our good, and 1s 
highly conducive toour PerfeQtion and Hap- 
pineſs. So that whatſoever Advantages 
accrue either from the. Condition, or rhe 
Reward annexed toit, they all redound to 

| our 
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our ſelves. - So infinitely boxrtifal is our 
bleſſed Maſter, that with vaſt Wages he 
hires his Servants to a Work that is a xoble 
Reward to it felf; and courts them with 
the Promiſe of Heavez to be kind and mer- 
ciful to themſelves. O thou boundleſs and 


bottomleſs Love! What Tinſhas iS able to 
. expreſs thy Beneficence, that 


aſt prepared 
and promiſed a Heaven of exdleſs and raviſh- 
ing Joys and Pleaſures only to tempt and 
bribe thy Creatures to do what is good for 
themſelves; and without any. Proſpect of 
Selfadvantage haſt obliged us to be ozr own 
BenefaCtors by-promiſing to reward us for 
being ſo, with a moſt glorious and blisful 
Immorrtality ? 
34aly, The Condition is-/all, and eaſie 
to be performed; but the Reward is 7m 
menſe and boundleſs, For what doth. the 
Lord our God _ of us, bot only to att 
ollow the Preſcriptions of 
Right Reaſon ? Which, if there had never 
been gny Law given to the World, nor azy 


Reward annexed-tothe keeping it, would 


have preſcribed to us to live ſoberly, righ- 
teouſly, and godly in this preſent World ; tor 
preſcinding from all Obligations of Law 
and Conſcience, to do thus becomes all 
reaſonable Natures, and- is much more for 
vheir Intereſt and Happineſs than the con- 

| + trary. 
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trary. And is this ſo hard a Reſtraint to be 
confined to do nothing but what becomes 
us, and with-hold from nothing but counter- 
mining our own Happineſs ? But then, if 
we conſider how our Duty 1s ſweetned over 
with Pleaſure, encouraged with the Smiles 
of God, and backt with the Approbations of 
our own Conſciences ; with” what gentle 
Mitigations it is required, with what pauiſ- 
ſant Motives it is inforced, and with what 
powerful Grace it 1s aſſiſted and promoted ; 
we muſt needs acknowledge it to bea moſt 
gracious, eaſie, and gentle Yoke, Burt if 
we meaſure it by the Vaſtneſs of the Re- 


ward, I confeſs it looks like ſome great and [= 


mighty Thing. For if we value God's 
Bounty by our own, wecannot but conclude 


that ſure he would never have made ſuch | 


vait Preparations for our Happineſs, nor 


planted fuch a Paradiſe of Pleaſures to en- : 


tertain us, but upon ſome mighty Conditi- 


on to be performed on our Part. And in- : 


deed had he impoſed the harde# Condition 


in the World, ſent us to row in the Gallies, | 


or dig in the Mines for a thouſand Years to- 
po : ſuch a va# Reward would have 
ſufficient to have rendred it not only 
rollerable, but eaſie and delightful, But that 
he ſhould promiſe us ſuch a mighty Recom- 
pence as the Joys of an everlaſting Heaven 
IN- 
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includes, a Recompence as /arge as our «t- 
»oſt Capacities, and as /aſting as our longeſt 
Duration ; and this upon no other Condi- 
tioa but our ſcere Belief of, and Obedi- 
ence to his Goſpe/, whoſe Precepts are al] 
zatural and eaſe, and pregnant with axſpeak- 
able Pleaſure and Delight ; 1s ſuch a Prodz- 
gy of Goodneſs as we can never ſufficiently 
admireand adore : That meerly for believ- 
ing a Revelation, of whoſe Truth we have 
ſuch convincing Evidence, and practiling 
ſuitably to our Belief, we ſhould from 
wretched mortal Worms, beadvanced to an 
equal Pitch of Blifs and Glory with 7»-mor- 
zal Angels, and live as happily for ever as 
all the Joys of Heaven can make us, is 
doubtleſs ſuch an Inſtance of Love and 
Bounty as could only proceed from #firire 
Goodneſs. 
athly, In performing the Condition,Goa 
operates more than we ; butin receiving the 
Reward we only are concerned, For to 
our ſincere Belief and Obedience of the Go- 
ſpel, it is plain, that God contributes much 
more than we; for beſides that he 1s the 
Author of all thoſe Faczliies by which we 
do believe and obey him, of all thole Evi- 
dences by which we are convinced of the 
Truth ofhis Goſpel, and of all thoſe Motiwves 
by which we are animated in our Obedience 
X 2 | to 
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to it; beſides all which, I fay, he is alſo 
the Author of all that i»ward Grace and Afſ- 
fiftance by which our pos Endeavours are 
excited and crowned with a bleſſed Succeſs. 
And confideringhow muchall theſe Things 
do operate upon our Perfotmance of the 
Goſpel-Condition, it is not only true that 
without God's Grace we ſhould never have 
performed it, but alfo that in our Perfor- 
mance of it, that is the main and principle 
Agent ; and no Man ever yet became a 
hearty Believer and Diſciple of Jejz, but 
was much more beholding to the Grace of 
God, than to his own AcGavity and Endea- 
vour. And hence weare faid zo be created 
in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, Eph. ii. 10. 
not but that God exacts the Concurrence of 
our Endeavours with his Grace, and that 
in the Performance of the Goſpel-condition 
as wellas in any other Affair of our Lives. 
For it is the Bleſſing of the Lord that makes 

Men rich as well as Good, and we may as 

well expect that he ſhould make us rich 

without Induitry, as good without Dili- 

gence and Endeavour ; But when we have 

done our «moſt, *tis to the Grace of God as 

to the principal Cauſe that all our good is 

to be attributed. But yet _ tis he 

that works this Condition in us, that is the 

Author and Finiſher of our Faith; yet the 

| wh_h 
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Reward doth wholly redound to ourſelves, 
as if we had been the Authors and FiniſF+ 
ers of all; and though he hath the greateſt 
Share in the Work, yet he ſubſtracts no- 
thing at all from the Wages, but pays us 
infimitely more than the atmoſt Merit of the 
Work. amounts to. He gives us Faith, 
and then he crowns his own Gift with Glory, 
and Honour, and Immortality. He ſows and 
cultivates our Nature, that we _ reap 
the Crop and Harveſt. So infinitely /iberal 1s 
our bleſſed Maſter as to reward his Servants 
for his own Work, 'to undergo the greateſt 
Part of their Labour, and when *tis done, 
to pay them Tex Thouſand Fold for it. 
5thly, The Condition is momentary and 
temporal, but the Reward 1s eternal. It is 
but a. /zttle little while that the-T abour of 
our Duty laſts; for Conſtancy and Perſe- 
verance, will ſoon render it »aturaland eaſte; 
and if it did not, yet Death will quickly 
put an end to all; and within thefs very 
few Days or Years we ſhall ſee an ever/aſting 
Period of all the Paizs of our Watchfulnels, 
of all the Severities of Mortification, and of 
all the Sorrows of Repentance ; but then the 
Reward abides to all Ererzty, and laſts out 
to a never-ending Duration. So that though 
we ſhall ſoon ſee an End of our Work, 
yet the Wages is ſo vaſt that we ſhall be 
| R J ſpending 
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ſpending on it for ever ; and Myriads of My- 
riads of A ges hence ſhall be rejoycing in 
the Fruits of our preſent Labour and = 
ing the blisful Ffte&ts of our Fairh and Obe- 
aience to the lateſt Moment of Eternity, 
thou {beral Rewarder of Men! Who can 
ſufficiently admire thy Goodneſs, that re- 
munetatelt our ſhort Pains with endleſs 
Pleaſures, and exchangeſt with us an Erer- 
nity of Happineſs for the Labour and Ser- 
vice of a Moment ? For when we are arri- 
ved into that vaſt Eternity of Bliſs, all the 
Pains we have taken in our Voyage thither 
will hardly bear the Proportion of a ſfizgle 
Unite to an infinite Sum ; for what are twen= 
ty or thirty Years, but a moment to Tex Thou- 
fand Thouſand? and what are Ten Thouſand 
Years, but a »0ment to an endleſs Eternity? 
So that methinks, when I conſider that af- 
ter Ten, or Twenty, or Thirty Years Service, 
I ſhall be allowed an Eternity to ſpend in 
the moſt raviſhing Joys and Pleaſures, and 


live as happily for ever, as God and an ever- 


lafting Heaven cati make tne ; the Bounties 
of my _ Maſter appear in ſuch a prod:- 
g:0ws Bulk to me, that I ameven und- 
_edat the Proſpe&of them ;and allthis Time 
T have to ſpend in Relzgi0n, in Prayer and 
Watchfaulxeſs, in fubduing my Paſſtons and 
Appetites, and contending with my ou 

Is 
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Inclinations ſeems nothing to me ; bur likF 
a little Rivalet, is ſwallowed up in that 
bounaleſs and bottomleſs Duration, where it 
loſes it ſelf, and is no more remembred by 
me. 

6thly, In the Performance of the Condi- 
tion there are great Intermixtures of Plea- 
{ure with our Labour ; but in the Reward, 
there 1s not the /za# Intermixture of Miſe» 
ry with Happineſs. That Man muſt be 
very much «xexperienced ina Chriſtian Life, 
who thinks it a melancholy, ſower, and rigo- 
rows Thing ; for beſides that, it freely in- 
dulges to us all the i»»ocext Gratifications 
of our Senſes, and all the Refreſhments of 
hone## Mirth and moderate Recreation ; it 
hath ſo many choice and peculiar Pleaſures of 
its own, as are {uſficient to endear it unto 
all viſe Men, though it had no other Re- 
ward to recommend it: For all the Acts 
and FunCtions of it being moſt agreeable to 
humane Natare, muſt needs be highly grate- 
ful to it. For what can be more apreeable 
to a reaſonable Nature, than to adore and 
love, to praiſe and confide in the Fountain 
of its Being and Happineſs ? And being ſa 
agreeable, how can they but abound with 

Pleaſure and Delight 2 What can be more 

ſaitable ta a ſociable Nature than to be kind 
and obliging, courteous and beneficent to all 

4 we 


In 


_ 


312 The Eighth Diſcourſe; 


we converſe with ? and being mR__ 


how is it poſſible but it ſhould be freer and 
delightſome ? In a word, what can be more 


, convenient tO a Nature that is compounded 


of an immortal Spirit and a mortal Body, 
than to keep the Body in Subjection to the 
Mizd, and Govern its Appetites and Paſſi- 
ons by the Rules of Reaſox and Sobriety ? 
and being ſo convenient, what Contents and 
Satisfattion muſt there needs accrue from it ? 
For the Pleaſure of every Being conſiſts in 

acting agreeably to its own Nature ; and 
therefore ſince to aQt religiouſly is ſo agreeable 

to the Nature of Man, -1t is impoſſible but 

it muſt be pleaſant, eſpecially copſidering 

how much it conduces to the Trazquility of 

our Minds, and the Peace of our Conſci- 

ences, and the Advancemept of our Intereſts 

in both Worlds : All which being conſider- 

ed, T dare boldly affirm, that if there were 

no other Reward of a religious Life, but only 

its own appendent Delights, yet this were 

enough to recommend : it unto any wiſe 

Man ; and that there never was any Man 

whatſoeyer that made 'a through Experi- 

ment of it, but found it far more pleaſant 
and agreeable bo him, than the moſt jo- 
vial Courſe of Wickedneſs and Impiety, 
And yet to this pleaſant Life it is, that the 
$oea Goa doth tempt and inyite us by the 
is = ——— 
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Promiſe of a Heaver of Pleaſures ; and 
though the Life he woves us to hath Joy and 
Bliſs enough 1n 1t to compenſate all the Toll 
and Labour of it, yet to oblige us hereun- 
to, he hath made it a moſt certain Paſſage 
to a Life of pure and anmizeled Bliſs, that 
hath not the - ea#f Alloy .of Miſery in it: 
For from that moſt bi/sful:Region all Pair 
and Sarrom,. Trouble and Vexation, are ba- 
niſhed for evermare, There are no Winter- 
Froſts of Grief to zip or blait its everlaſting 
Spring of Joy; no Clouds to darken or over- 
ca#t its Light; but we ſhall kzow without 
Miſtake, love without Jealoufie, obey with- 
out ReluQtancy, praiſe without Complaint 


or Murmuring, . and rejoice for ever with- 


out Sighing or Diſturbance. Lord ! what 
amazing Bounty 1s this, that thou ſhouldit 
crown the moit pleaſant Life upon Earth 
with a moſt pure and «nmingled Lite of 
Pleaſures in Heaver, and make oze Paradiſe 
the Reward of axother ? How deeply art 
thou concerned in our Welfare, that to ob- 


lige us to live happily here, hait prepared a 


Heaven of pure and exaleſs Happineſs to en- 
tertain us hereafter ? 

thly and laſtly, The Condition admits 

of Intermiſhons of Labour ; but in the Re- 

ward there are no Intermifſions of Happi- 

neſs. The Performance of the Cond _ 
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doth not ſo wholly take up our Lives, as 
to admit of no Interruptions ; for beſides 
that it not only permits, but requires us to 
mind our ſecular Buſineſs and Aﬀairs; and 
is ſo far from interfering with the Work of 
our Callings, that it promotes and furthers 
it ; it doth not ſo wholly groſs our Time, 
as not to allow us a ſufficient Seaſon for our 
Reſt and Recreation; ſo that we may per- 
form all that it includes or requires, without 
breaking of a Nights Reſt, or abridging 
our ſelves a Meals Meat, or retrenching 
from our Mirth and Diverſions, any further 
than Reaſon and Sobrtety requires; and con- 
{equently abſtrafted from the Work of our 
Callings ; which though it be included in 
this Condition, yet even our zemporal Inte- 
reſt obliges us to follow, *tis by ſo much 
the /-alle# Portion of our Lives which we 
are obliged to ſpend in the Exerciſe of our 
Religion, And if we would make but -o- 
derate Retrenchments from that Time we 
ſpend either in doing xohizp, or nothing to 
the Purpoſe ; and together with that re- 
prieve thoſe preciozs Moments we ſquander 
away in ſerving and pampering of our Luſts; 
we might ſerve God faithfully every Day, 
and yet have as much Time remaining to 
do our Buſineſs, and enjoy our Pleaſures as 
now : We might every Morning fay our 

| Pray- 
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Prayers, renew our Reſolutions, and arm 
our ſelves with Conſiderations againſt the 
Temptations of the Day; and every Night 
review the AQtions of the Day, confeſs and 
lament the Defe&s of them, and recom- 
mend our ſelves to God's Grace and Prote- 
tion for the future ; and when all this 1s 
done, have as much Time as ever we had 
before to mind our Afairs, and divert our 
ſelves. Nay , ſo far would this be from 
any ways hindring our Buſineſs or Diverſi- 
ox, that the ſweet Senſe of having done our 


Duty, would make us much more chearfu! 


in the oze, and give us a far ſweeter Reliſh 
of the other. So far is Religzon from intla- 
VIng us to an «interrupted Toil and La- 
bour, that it doth not only allow us all the 
Intermiffions that our ſeca/ar Buſineſs, Re- 
flection, and Pleaſure requires; but alſo 
{weetens them to us, and renders them 
much more grateful, But as for the Re- 
ward: which Religion draws after it, rhat 
excludes all Intermiffions of Happinefls, 
For in that moſt b/ſ5fsl State our Lite will 
be all but one contizaed AR of Joy, 'and to 
eternal Apes there ſhall not be one Moment 
wherein we:ſhall either be ſexſ#9/e of Pain, 
or :nſenſible of Pleaſure and Happineſs, For 
as our Happineſs will always abound with 
freſh Pleaſures, ſo our Faculties will zever 
be 
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be cloyed with the Enjoyment of them; 
for thoſe Pleaſures being pare, rational, and 


' ſpiritaal, will be fo far from ſpending and 


weakning our Powers, that they will every 
Moment ſtrengthen and improve them. 
So that whereas our Pleaſures here confiſt- 
ing ina vehement Motion, are very tranſient, 
and quickly ſlip away, and we muſt re# a 
while before we can renew them, and be- 
ein the Motion again ; thoſe heavenly. Plea- 
ſures are ſuch as will indeed moſt vehe- 
mently afte&t and move, but never weary the 
Faculties of the Enjoyer. For ſtill the more 
we kx»ow the more we {hall /ove ; and the 
more we love, the more we ſhall rejozce ; and 
the more we rejozce, the more we ſhall kow 
and love : And fo in this ſweet but endleſs 
Circk, we ſhall move round for ever with- 
out Wearineſs, and þe ſo far from ſpend- 
ing our Vigour, that every Moment of Eter- 
zity we ſhall improve it by Exerciſe and 
Motion. So that as our Happineſs will 
always abound with zew Pleaſures without 
any Diſcontinuance or Intermifſion, ſo our 
Faculties will always renew their Strength 
and Vigqur by Enjoyment. And as there 
will- be nq Pauſe between 9ze Joy and a0: 
ther, but they will come ſo thick upon us 
far ever, that the Follower will always tread 
on the Foregoers Heels; fo oe will _— 
make 
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make Room for azother, and thoſe that are 
preſent will inlarge our Capacity to receive 
all thoſe that are immediately to follow. 
And thus ſhall we ſpend an Eterxity with- 
out the /ea#t Intermifſion of Joy and Plea- 
fure; for we ſhall always kzow, and always 
love and alwayspraiſethe Author ofour Hap- 
pineſs; and always have a freſh Senſe of his 
Goodneſs ſoothing and raviſhing our Hearts, 
and filling them with zeffable Joys, without 
any Ceafing or Interruption. O v/eſſed God?! 
whatan amazirngDemonſtration is thisofthy 
Love and Grotach to thy Creatures, that 
for a Work in whichthere are ſoa» Pauſes 
and daily Intermifſions of- Labour, thou 
{houldſt crown us with a Reward, that to 
all Ezernity is one continued Scene of Hap-. 
pineſs without the leaſt Gap or Interruptt- 
on? So that whether you conſider this Re- 
ward abſolately, and in its ſelf, or compara- 
tively with the Condition whereunto it 1s 
annexed, you ſee it is a molt glorious In- 
ſtance of God's arſpeakable Goodneſs tc-. 
wards us : And now I ſhall conclude this 
Argument with a few practical Inferenccs 
from the whole. 

I. I infer how much Reaſon we have to 
be contented and ſatisfied under all the pre- 
ſent Afﬀflictions of this Life. For ſhall we 
receive ſo much good at the Hands of God as 

Ever- 
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Everlaſting Life implies, and not be con- 
tented to receive ſome Evil, when our good 
Father hath provided for us a Crown of 
endleſs Bliſs and Glory hereafter ? With what 
Conſcience or Modeſty can we complain 
of thoſe little paternal Caſtigations he in- 
flicts on us here ? eſpecially conſidering that 
the great Deſign of all his preſext Severities 
is to prepare and diſcipline us for that hea- 
venly State ; that by all theſe d:/-al Provi- 
dences he 1isonly training us up for a Crows ; 
fitting, inſtructing and diſpoſing us to reign 
with him in Glory for ever ? Can any Thi 
be anwelcom to us that is in Order to 10 
bleſſed an End ? Can any Phyſick be nauſe- 
ou5 Or diſtaſtful that 1s preſcribed to recover 
us into ſuch an happy Immortality ? No 
doubtleſs ; every Thing that leads Heaven- 
wards, though never fo grievous, is a Ble- 
ſing, and all thoſe kd Severities that tend 
to our ererual Welfare, are Favours for 
which we are bound to praiſe and adore the 
Goodneſs of Heaven oF ever. When there- 
fore we find our ſelves inclined to com- 
pom under our preſent Preſſures and AMi- 
ctions, let us lift up our Eyes to yonder 
bleſſed Regions, and conſider the Joys and 
Pleaſures, the. Crowns and Triumphs that do 
there await us; and how zeceſſary theſe 
bitter Trials are to prepare us for, and waft 
us 
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us to them : And if this doth not /op our 
Mouths, and ſilence our Complaints for 
ever ; nay, if it doth not cauſe us to rejoice 
in our Tribulations, and to thank God for 
them on our bexdid Knees ; if it doth not 
make us chearfully ſubnut and fay, VUre, 
Seca, —_ Lord! cut, ago: or __ 
me ; if thou ſeeſt fit, ſtrip me of all my deare 
Comforts ; fac? Eg Son as thou pleaſ- 
ef, ſo 1 have my Fruit unto Holineſs, and my 
end everlaſting Life ; we are infinitely foo!- 
ifb and angrateful. For tis .but a /ittle 
whule ere all theſe Storms will clear up in- 
to an everlaſting Calm; ere all theſe d:/mal 
Clouds will vaniſh, and an everlaſting Day 
break forth upon us, whoſe Brightnels ſhall 
never be obſcured with the /ea/? Spot or Re- 
lique of Darkneſs. And when that bleſſed 
Time comes, Lord ! how: trifling and 17- 
—_— will all our preſent Griets appear ? 
ith what Contempt ſhall we reflect upon 
Our preſent Cowardile and meanneſs of Spi- 
rit, that would not bear without Murmur- 
ng with a few Inconveniences on the Road 
to. ſuch an immortal Heaven of Pleaſure ? 
Wherefore if our Voyage be not ſo pleaſant 
as we would have it, yet let us remember 
'tis not long ; we have but a ſhort Days Sail 
to an Erernity of Happineſs; and when 
once we are "ar ed on that vleſſed _— 
Wit 
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with what rav/{þing Content and SatisfaQti- 
on {hall we look back on the rough and 
boiſterous Seas we have paſt, and for ever 
bleſs the Storms and Winds that drave us 
to that happy Port! Then will the Remem- 
brance of theſe /;zght Afflictions ſerve onl 
as a Toil and Anti-mask to our Happinels, 
to {et off its Joys, and render them more 
fweet and raviſhing, Let us therefore com- 
fort our ſelves with theſe Things ; and 
when at any Time our Spirits are ſinking 
under any worldly Trouble or Affliction, 
conſider that while we have a Heaven to 
hope for, we can never be m;ſerable ; for fo 
long as we are guarded with this mighty 
Hope, our Mind will be :mpregzable againit 
all foreigz Events, and maugre all Afflicti- 
ons from without, its Serenity will ſhine 
as undiſturbedly as the Lights of Pharos in 
the midit of Storms and Tempeſts. 

II. Hence I infer, what a vaſt. deal of 
Reaſon we have'to {light and contemn this 
World. For it is plain, that we are born 
to infinitely greater Hopes than, any thi 
World can propoſe to us, even to the Hopes 
of everlaſting Life : And being ſo, methinks 
our Ambition ſhould ſoar as 424 as our 
Hopes, and. diſdain ſuch /ow and. zgzoble 
Quarries, as the Pleaſures, and Profits; and 
Honours of this Lite. Certainly Sirs, we 
miſtake 
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| miſtake the Scene of our Eternity, or ima- 


gine that it is removed from Heavex to 
Earth ; and fo we are to enjoy our ever- 
laſting Life below ; or elſe we are. moſt 
ſtrangely: beſorted, who when we are born 
to live for ever above in the moſt raviſbing 
Glory and Happineſs, can ſuffer our ſelves 
to doat' upon this World, and to be fo 
ſtrangely bewitched as weare by its deluding 
Vanities; - O! could we but ſtand a while 
in the Mid-way between Heaven and Earth, 
and at one Proſpect ſee the Glories of borh, 
how fazzt-and dim would all the Splendors 
of this World appear to us in Compariſon 
with thoſe above ? How would they ſneak 
and d:ſappear in the Preſence of that eternal 


, Brightneſs, and be forced to ſhroud their 


vanquiſhed Glories, as Stars do when the 
San appears? And whulit we interchang- 
ably turned our Eyes from oze to ”other, 
with what Shame and Confuſion ſhould we 
refle&t upon the wretched groveling Tem- 
per of owr own Minds? what poor mean-ſpi- 
rited Creatures we are to fatisfy our ſelves 
with the impertinent Trifles of this World, 
when we have all the Joys of an everlaſting 
Heaven before us, and may, if we pleaſe, at- 
ter a few Moments Obedience be admitted 
into them, and enjoy them for evermore ? 
Ah! fooliſh Creatures that we are, thus to 

| pre- 
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prefer a far Countrey, where we' live oa 
nothing but Husks, before an everlaſting 
Feſtivity, that is celebrated in our Father's 
Houſe ! where the meane# Creature hath 
Bread enough, and to ſpare : Tochufe Ne- 
buchadnezzar's Fate, and leave Crowns and 
Scepters, and live among the /alvaze Herds 
of the Wilderneſs! Could the bleſſed Saints 
above divert fo much from their more happy 
Employments, as to laok down @ /:ztle from 
their 'E hrones of Glory,” and ſee how bufy 


poor Mortals are/'in ſcrambling tor this 


wretchea Pelf, which within a few Moments 
they muſt leave for ever ; how they joſtle, 
_ rencounter, defeat, defraud, 'and under- 
mine one. another ; what a moſt ridicalows 
SpeQacle would it appcar to them ? with 
what Scorn would they look on it ; or ra- 
ther, with what Pity, to ſee a Company of 
heavea-born Souls, capable of, and defigned 
for the ſame Glory and Happineſs with 
themſelves, groveling like Swize 1n Dirt 
and Mire ; oze priding it ſelf in a gay Suit, 
a nother hugging a Bag of glifteriug Earth, 
a third {tewing and diſſolving it felt in Lux- 
ury and Volupruouſneſs, and all imployed 
at that poor,and ear, and miſerable Rate, as 
might juitly make theſe »/zfſed Spirits aſha- 
med to own their Kindred and Allance ? 
'Totcil youtruly and ſeriouſly gn, 
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T eannot imagine, but if when, we are thus 
—— abour the pitiful 
Triftes of this World; the bleſſed Spitits do 
ſee and converſe with. us, it is a much more 
lidicrows and ridicalows Sight in their Eyes, 
to ſee us thus filltily concerned and 1mploy- 
ed; than it would be in us to fee a Com- 
pany of Boys with mighty Zeal and Con- 
cern wrangling and crying , ſtriving and 
ferambling tora Bag of Cherry-ſtones, Where- 
fore in he Name of God, Sirs, let us not 
expoſe our {elves any longer to the j«/? De- 
rifion of alt the World, by our exceſſive Do- 
tage upon the 7rifhng Vanities of this Life ; 
but let us fertoufl y conſider that we are all 
concerned in Matters of much higher Im- 
pottance, even in the zſpeakable Felicity of 

an amy Life. 
34h. Hence I infer how azreaſorable it is 
for good Men to beafraid of Dy:xg, ſince juſt 
on other ſide the Grave you {ce there is a 
State of endleſs Bliſs and Happineſs prepar- 
ed to receive and entertainthem; ſothat to 
them Death is but a 4ark Entry out of a 
Wilderneſs of Sorrow into a Paradiſe of eter- 
nal Pleature. And therefore if it be an «x- 
reaſonable Thing for ſick Mex to dread their 
Recovery, for Slaves to tremble at their J«- 
bitee, or for Priſoners toquake at the News 
ofa Goat-delivery ; how much more wxrea- 
SI ſonable 


ſonable is it for goes Men. to. 


EL I 


| e afraid of 

Death, which is but a Boas i 
from Soho Laboar,; and ;Confinement-to- 
eternal Health, and Re#, and Lyberty ? . For 
God's ſakeconſider, Sirs, what is there. 1a: 
this World that you have; Reaſon to be 
fond of, what in the other that. you need be 
afraid of ? ——_— that now your Souls. 
were on the Wing mounting upwards to 
the celeſtial Abodes, and that at ſome cox- 
wvenient Stand between Heaven and Earth, 
from whence you might take a Proſpe&t of 
both, you werenow making a Pauſetoſur- 
vey and compare them with oze another ; 
that having viewed over all the Glories 4- 
bove, and taſted the beatifical- Joys, and 
heard the 7aviſhing Melodies of Arpels, you 
were now looking down again with your 
Minds filled with theſe glorious Ideas, upon 
this #ſerable World, and that all in a View 
you beheld the vaſf Numbers of Men and 
Women that at this Time are faznting for 
Want of Bread, of young Mez that are hewn 
down by the Sword of War, of Orphans 
that are weeping over their Fathers Graves, 
of Marizers that are {hrieking in a Storm, 
becauſetheir K#el daſhes *gaglt 2 Rock,or 
bulges under them ; of People that are 
groaning upon Szck-Beds, or racked with 
Agonies of Conſcience ; that: are weeping 
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with Want, 224 with Opprefſion, or deſ- 
ron by too quick a Senſe of a conſtant Inte- 
city: . Would you not, do you think, up-. 
on {uch a Review of both States be infinite- 
ly glad that you are gone from hence, that 
you are out of the Noiſe and Participation 
of ſo many Evils and Calamities? Would 
not the ſight ofthe Glories above and the 
Myleries beneath \ ou make you a Thouſand 
Times more fearful of returning hither than 
ever you were of going hence? Yes doubt- 
leſs'it would. Why then ſhould not our 
Senſe of the Miſery here, and our Belief of 
the Happineſs there, produce the ſame Effect 
m us, make us willing to remove our 
Quarters, and exchange this Wilderneſs for 
that Canaan? Tis true indeed, the Paſſage 
from. one to Pother is commonl ee? pain= 
fal and grievons; but what of that ? In 0- 
ther Caſes we are willing enough to endure 
a projent Paininorder toa fwture Eaſe; and 
if a few mortal Pangs will work a perfect? 
Cure on me, and recover me into everlaſt- 
zng Blifs and Life, methinks the Hope of 
this bleſſed Effet ſhould be ſufficient to 
{weeten and indear that Agony, andrender 
it eaſy and deſirable. Burt alaſs! To aieisto 
leave'all our Acquaintance, to bid adiew to 
our dexre#t Friends and Relations, to paſs 
into an #zknown State, to converſe with 
| S.3 Strangers 
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Strangers whoſe Laws and Cuſtoms ; we 
are not acquainted with ; why nowall that 
looks ſad mn. this isa very great miſtake ; for 
I verily hope that I have more Friends and 
Acquaintanceand Relatives in Heaves than 
I ſhallleave behind me here on Earth, and 
iffo, Ido but go froin worſe Friends to bet- 
ter ; for one Friend there is wortha Thouſand 
here. in Reſpe& of all, thoſe endearing Ac- 
compliſhments that render a Friend. 4 dl 
el. But if Idie agood Mas I ſhall carry in- 
to Eternity with me the Genizs and Tem: 
per of a glorified Spirit, and that will recom- 
mend, me. to the Society of Heavey, and 
render the Spirits of thoſe jai# Mer,whoſe 
Names I never heard of, as dear Friends to 
me in an Inſtant as if they had been my 
ancient Cronies and Acquaintance. . ,But 
why. ſhould I grieve at parting with my 
Friends below, when I ſhall go to.the. bet 
Friend TI havein all the World ;: to (rod my 
Father, to Jeſus my Redeemer , and. to the 
Holy Ghoit ng conſtant Comforter and Af 
ftart., , And'what though the State and the 
Laws and. Cuſtoms of it be in a great Mea- 
ſure unknown tome ?. Yet what I know is 
infinitely deferable, from whence I ma 
reaſonably infer that what T know not is {o 
200; and ifT have but the Temper .of Hea- 
vey, 1 am ure I ſhall eaſily comply wh 
ka "Us 
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the heavenly Laws and Cuſtoms of it. So 
that in the whole, IT cannont imagine why 
any good Maz that ſeriouſly believes the Do- 
Arine of a bleſſed Immortality, and hath a 


ja#t well-grounded Hope of being made Par- 


taker of it at the Expiration of this »zorta/ 
Life, ſhould be ſo loath to leave his wretch- 
ed World and expire into that bleſſed Eternity. 
I do not deny, but the Circumſtances of 
our Aﬀairs in this Life are many times ſuch 
as may juſtly excuſe even a good Mans 
Willingneſs todie ; ſome great Opportuni- 
ties of doing Good may preſent themſelves, 
and invite him to ſtay a /:tle longer ; or his 
having begun his Repentance Los or not 
having made a _— Proviſion for his 
Family may for a Time juſtify his Unwil- 
lingneſs to depart; and render it both exs- - 
cuſable and reaſonable, But unleſs it be in 
theſe excepted Caſes, methinks I can hardly 
reconcile our Hopes of Happineſs with our 
Feay of Death. For when I am verily per- 
ſuaded that Death is only a arrow Stream 
running between TimeandErernity, andl fee 
my God and my Saviour with Crowns of 
Glory in their Hands beckoning to me from 
che forks Shoar, and calling to me to come 
over and receive thoſe happy Recompencesof 
my Induſtry and Labour, that I like a »4- 
ked timorows Boy ſhould ſtand ſhivering on 
F4& this 
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this Bazk of Time, as if I were afraid to dip 
my Foot in that cold Stream of Fate, which 
as ſoon as I am in I am paſt, and in the 
Twinkling of an-Eye will land me on cter- 
zal Bliſs, is ſuch an extravagant Inconſiſten- 
Cy, as (if Idid not feel it inme) I ſhould 
never believe I could be guilty of. 

4thly.. And laſtly, Hence I infer what a 
wait deal of Reaſon we have to be diligent 
and induſtrious in Religion, ſince God hath 
propoſed ſuch a va# Reward to us to en- 
courage and animate our Induſtry. How 
can we account any Work hard, of which 
Heaven is the Wages ? How can we faint 
in our Chriſ{iay Race when we ſee the 
Crown'of Glory hanging over the Goal ? 
Methinks this {hould be enough to infuſe 
Life and Spirit into the moit cre/?-falley 
Souls, to make Crzpples run, and to convert 
the molt ſzeaking Coward into a bold and 
14guauimous Hero, For how much Pains 
do we ordinarily take upon far /e/s Hopes? 
in Hope of a {tile tranſitory Wealth which 
we know we ſhall enjoy but a few years, 
and then part with for ever, we thruit our 
teives into a perpetual Croud and Tumult 
of Buſineſs, where with 445t Concern and 
Thoughtfulneſs, with eager and paſſionate 
Proſecutions, with 2alefs Brauls and Con- 
reations, with jfthz2z and renconntring 0ne 
ano- 
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another, we:toil-and. weary our ſelves, and 
make our Lives a conſtant Drudgery : And 
ſhall we flag'when Heavez is the Objett of 
our Proſecutions,” who are ſo ave in the 
Purſuit of Trifles? Whenſoever therefore 
we find, our Endeavours in-Religion begin 
to jade and droop, let us lift up our Eyes to 


the Crown of Glory, and if we are capable 
of being moved-by ObjeQts of the greate# 
Value, hat:mmuſt infuſe »ew-Vigour into 


us, and make 1s all Life and Spirit, and 
Wing. For what though my Way lies «p 
the Hill, and leads mealongthrough Thorns 
and Precipices; ſo that I am fain to ſweat 
at every Step ; and every Aſcent is a Toi 
to me: Yet when I am «p, I am ſure tobe 
entertained with ſuch pleaſant Gales and glo- 
r:i0us Proſpects, as will fully recompence all 
my Toll in climbing thither. There with 
an over-jojed Heart I ſhall fit down and 
bleſs my Labours : Blefſed be you my bitter 
Agonies and ſharp Conflias, my importu- 
zate Prayers, and well-ſpent Tears; for now 
T am fully repaid for you all, and do reap 
ez thouſand Times more Joys from. you 
than ever I endured Pains, For what are 
the Pains of a Momert to the Pleaſures of an 
Eternity ? Wherefore hold out my Farth 
and Patience yet a little longer, and your 
Work will ſoon be at an end ; and a ; a 

ew 


laborious Week-days, you ſhall keep an 
rev —_ What though my Voy- 
: lie through a formy Sea; yet *tis to the 
Teaies of Hap ineſs ; py £; ues far- 
ther lies the ofefſed Port, where I ſhall be 
crowned as ſoon as I am landed. Go on 
therefore, O my Soul, with thy atmoſt Cou- 
rape and Alacrity ; for let the Winds blaſter, 


thou canit not mi 
'Thou art not like other 


,..unleſs thou wilt. 

left to the 
Mercy of Wind and Weather, but thy Fate 
is in thy ows Hands ; and-if-thou wilt but 
have: :hy Fruit unto Holineſs, thy End ſhall 
he everlaſting Life. 
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WY. Have, ſhewed: / + the:former Diſ- 
Y courſes how indifſpenſably-ziceſſery it is 
EB. thatwe ſhould 'lave Godin Order to 
our being teuly-re/igiowyand proved to 
youat large; thar ofall Principles of Relig i- 
on whagſoever th is the: moſt operative and 
effeFual, And then to. excite this heavenly 
Aﬀettionin you, I have ſhewn you that the 
Goodneſs "of, God. 15 the. princepsl Motive 
that engages: our' Love.to him. And now 
that Þ may more. largely explain the Na- 
ture ond Adeabarcs of this Love as wm is wa 
a ry, 4 cl C * to it y.t t 
Morte ofth ene Good T vena 
choiceof this Text, "We love him, becauſe he 
firſt loved #.. | 
The Greek Word, 4;urcuw heve may as 
well be rendered ;/#bjant:vel, to ſignify 
what we ought todoas indicatively for what 
we already do; and indeed it ſeems more 
{uitable'zothe Comrext to render it we fbould, 
or oaght to love him, than we love him. 
For in the former Verſes the Apoſtle —_ | 
y 
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ly preſſes Chr:ſt;ans to love one another upon 
e Conſideration of God's great love to 
them ; and:then conſidering how naturally 

' their Love to one another, would follow up- 
on their 2-argel Love to God,. he,copcludes, 
that themoft effe#ual Courſe to oblige them 
to love one another, was to excite them to 
the Love of God uporthe ahh, Ve 


/ his great Love to them; For faith he, 'Verſ. 
20. If a Man'ſay; T'love'God , and hatet! 
his - Brother, he is 4 'ttax.;/ becauſe Light it 
ſelf is not more i#»ſeparablt'tothe Sun than 
Brotherly-Love 'is'to the Love of God? So 
that unleſs werender 4a +8uw 4v/ar, we ſhould 
love him, 'as 'we' ſhall evacuate the Ne- 
ceſlity of the 4poſtles Counſel,ſo we ſhall di- 
ſturb the Order and Metliod'of his Argu- 
ment. Forrifwe'renderit Indicatively, We 
love chimg it will thence neceſſarily follow 
that we ſhall alſo love o#4 another, and fo 
there would be: no:-Need of the Apo/tHes 
Counſeh, and: then-the' Words will bewhol- 
ly :mpertizent to the Argument ; whuch, as 
F have: ſhewied, is-to excite/us tothe T.ove 
of Godpand«thereby'to engage us-to love 
oxe anothir ;\ but what need he'excite us to 
do that:which he-himfelf. confefſes we did 
already? Tftherefore weretider the Word 
Jubjunttively; as it ſeams 'imoſt reaſonable we 
hauld, this will be the'Senſe of the ua 
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We are bound in daty to love God; 'berluſe he 
fir# loved ws ; according to which Senſe here 


5 "8 
\ HCI 


I Firſt, a Daty, We ought to.love God.” 

. Secondly, a Rezſor-of it, beramſe he firſt 
. loved as. ? | SHOUT C11 7 
T. I begin with the Duty, W&'ought to. 

love him. ; In handling of which Þ-{hall do 

theſetwo' Things. 0” 

' 1; Shew you what itis to love God. 2.In 
what. Degrees :and' Meaſures we 'are 
\ boundto love him. ' And in explaining 
what” this Love of God is I ſhall ſhew 


ou, 6 3it, 

Firſ, Wherein the Be:ng and -Efſexce of 
it conſiſts. Pot POSI 
Secondly, What are its eſſential Chara- 
racters and Properties. 

1, Wherein the Being and Eſſence of 
our Love of God confiſts'? 'To which I an- 
{wer in general, that this Love of God con- 
fiſts in a rational, fixed, affecting Delight 
and Complacency in the divine Goodneſs 
and Perfections, But that we may the bet- 


| ter underſtand 'the Nature of this heavenly 


Virtue, and moreexattly diftinguiſhit from 
thoſe wretched Counterteits that commonly 
uſurp its Name, and are foo to often miſta= 
ken for-it, it will be neceſſary to explain 
the ſeveral Terms whereof its Definition is 
compoled, .I. There- 


334 _ The Ninth Diſcuaſe j\' = 
1. Therefore E ſay '*tis a Delight and: 


2, It 15a rational one. 
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mejs. and Perfetiions.: [| 1 7 

3. The Love-of God confiſts in Debght 
and Complacency. And indeed!this'is the 
proper v1 of Love, :as it 1s diſtinguiſhed 
from all other Paſſions. - For we: find by 
experience, that: the firff Act of our: Minds 
upon. the Apprehevſjion of a lovely QbjeQ,is 
Delight and Inn in the View or 
Cantemplation of it; and when any - a:/- 
«ble Obje&t preſents it ſelf to our Senſe, or 
to our .Minds, or Fancies,' it cauſes our 
Thoughts to payje and fy themielves a 
while upon it till we have viewed round 
about, and drawnits Pifture in our Minds, 
and when we have done, the very firſt Ex- 
preffion of our Love toit, is to be well pleaſ- 
ed withthe Contemplation of ir; and while 
we review 1t over and over, to be fweetly 
raviſhed and delighted with the charming 
Profpect of its Beauty. And from this prime 
and effential At of Love ariles all ans 
ſequent AﬀeCtions of Hope, Bexevolence, and 
Deſire of Fruition:: For the reaſoa-why we 
wiſh well to, hope for, or deſire to enjoy _ 
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Object; .is becauſe we are wel-pleaſed with 
it, and do find:a ſweet Content and Satisfa- 
tion in that Pifture or Idea of x which we 
have drawn upon 9#r ovws Minds. So that 
the very Eſſence of Love, you fe, conſiſts 
in a Wek-pleaſednefs ariſing from the eppre- 
hendedGoodneſsand Congruity ofthe Thing 
beloved; and *tis meerly by Accident that 
there is any other Emotion intermingled with 
this gratefw/ Aﬀection. For'it it were nor 
for the Want of what we love, if there 
were no Diſtance between. «s and the Qb- 
jeRs. of our AﬀeQtion, our Love would be: 
all but one pare continued AG of Compla- 
cency and Delight ; for if all our Needs 
were fully fatified, we ſhould love withour , 
cither Defire or Hope, both which imply 
Want and Abſence from the Objects of our 
Love; which is a p/aiz Evidence, that Com- 
placency is the very Eſſence of Love, fince 
there may be Love without Hope, or Deſire, - 
or any other Paſſion mingled with it ; but 
withaut Camplacency there can be none. 
"Tis true, the Degrees of Love's Comph- 
cencies are much greater in the Fruitian- of 
its Objets, than they are in the Purſuit of 
them, but ſtill *tis of the ſame Kind ; for 
'tis the Delight we take in an Object that 
makes us detire to enjoy it; but in the En- 
joyment our Deſire expires into an higher 

Degree 
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ms of Delight and Satisfaftion. For 
ire and Delight ate. only. the Wings and 
Arms'of ' Love, thoſe for Purſuits, and theſe 
for; Embraces;. but *tis the Arms that give 
the :W7zgs both Motion and Reſt, the De- 
light we take'in the ObjeQts of our Love, 
that both' z»flames and hwenches our Defire. 
So that though in this 2d;gent State Hope 
and Deſire 'are inſeparable to our Love, yet 
that is by Accident ; .but as for its Efſence 
and Definition it wholly conſifts of Delight 
and Complacency.” And therefore if our 
Love of God hath the common Notion of 
Love 1n it, as queſtionleſs it hath, it muſt 
neceſſarily confiſt in our being well-pleaſed 
and aelighted in the Beauty, and Goodneſs, 
and Perte&tion of his Nature. And accor- 
dingly we find in Scripture that our Love 
to God and God's Love to us is expreſſed 
by delighting in oe azother ; fo Prov. 111, 
12, For whom the Lord loveth, he corretteth, 
even as a Father the Son in whom he delight- 
eth, 1, e. whom he loves. So alſoour Love 
to God is expreſſed by COOng in him, 
Pſal. xxxvit. 4. Delight thy /4 alſo in the 
Lord ; and heſpþall give thee the deſires of thine 

Heart. | 
215. The -Love of God is a rational De- 
light and Complacency in him; oy which 
it is diſtinguiſhed from thoſe ſe»ſ#6/8 Emo- 
tIONs 
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tions of bodilyPaſſion which many times are 
nothing elſe put the zatural Effects of an 
ever-heated Fancy. For IT make no doubt 
but a Man may be wrapt even into an Ex- 
taſy of ſeſib/e Delight and Complacency in 
God; that is, upon an amiable Repreſenta- 
tion of Goajhis Spirits may be made to flow 
in a ſweet and placid Torrent to his Heart, 
and by their z:b/e Motions about it to ſoorh 
and z:ckle it into a moſt exſeble Pleaſure, till 
it opens and dilates its Orifices, and the 


grateful Flood breaks in and drowns it in 


Delight and Raviſhment. And yet in all 
this -z7ghty Storm and Commotion of Paf- 
ſion there may not be the /ea## Spark of ſin- 
cere Love to God ; For all this not only 
may be, but many times 1s nothing elſe . 
but the mere Mechaniſm and Natural Effet 
of a warm and vigorous Fancy, which being 
fluſhed with fuch brick and adtive Spiritsas 
are moſt apt to be figured into amoroxs 
Phantaſms and Ideas, can with theſe with- 
out any Aſſiſtance from Reaſon raiſe great 
Commotions of Joy in the Heart ; eſpeci- 
ally where the Temper is /ofz, and the Pafſ- 
ſions eaſe to be wrought upon. And of 
the Truth of this the Hiſtories of the Devo- 
tos of all Religions will furniſh us with 


ſufficient Experiments. For even among 


the Turkiſh and Heathen Saints there are as 
Z o= 
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otorious Inſtances of theſe fweet Incomes 
and Manifeſtations, as among owr ow ; and 
the ſame ſerſitirve Complacencies which 
ours 700 often miſtake for the Sealings and 
Witneſs of the Spirit, they frequently ex- 
perience in their Communion with Maho- 
met, Bacchus, and Apollo. So that to con- 
clude that we love God from thoſe corpore- 
al Paſſions;is very unſafe and dangerous ; and 
we may almoſt as certainly judge of the 
Hunger of our Sozls after Righteouſneſs 
by the Hunger of our Bodzes after Bread, 
as of the Love of our Souls to God by our 
bodily Raviſhments and Paſſions. For bo- 
aily Paſhon differs according to the Tem- 
per of the Body ; ſome Tempers are ſo /oft 
and impreſſeve, that the moſt frivolous Fancy 
will affet them; others ſo hard and ſtaray, 
that the greateſt Reaſon will hardly move 
them ; and conſequently Perſons of th 
Temper, though they ſhould love God 
much »-ore than the other,and have a much 
higher Eſteem of, and more rational Com- 

ency in his divine PerfeCtions ; yet will 
have much Jeſs of corporeal Paſſion inter- 
mingled with it. Idonot deny, buteven 
this ſeſitive Paſſion, when prudently man- 
aged, may be of great Advantage to a ra- 
t:02al Love ; for the Paſſions being ſoft and 
eaſie, and apt to follow the Motions of ay 
Soul, 
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Soul, donaturally iztezdand quicken them, 
and render them more w4igoros and ative ; 
and we have very much Cauſe to #/:s God 
even for that ſexſitive Joy and Complacen- 
cy which accompanies our Love to him, 
ſince this, I doubt not, is many times ex- 
cited by his own bleſſed Spirit, to quicker 
and invigorate our rational Aﬀettion, and 
render it more a&ive and vivacious, But 
that which I aim at is only this, if poſſible 
to beat Men off trom meaſuring the Strength 
or Weakneſs, the Truth or Falſhood of their 
Love to God by any corporeal Paſſion what- 
ſoever; ſince Men may, we ſee, and ma- 
ny times have a vehemert Paſſion without 
any Reaſon, and all thoſe Tick/ings and Ra- 
viſhments of Heart which too many Men 
miſtake for the Love of God,are very often 
nothing elſe but the” zeceſſary Effects of a 
chafedand overheated Fancy. But that which 
is really the Love of God is always founded 
in-a-ratioxal Conviction of the Beauty and 
Goodneſs of his Nature, and proceeds from 
an high Eſteem and profound Veneration of 
his PerfeQtions. For no Man loves God, 
but can give very good Reaſon why he loves 
him ; he is not moved to it by a Muſica! 
Tone, or agaudy Metaphor, or an anaccount- 
able Inpalle of Fancy; but by the rea! 
Charms and AttraQtions of the divize Good- 

L 2 neſs 
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neſs and PerfeQions, which darting through 
his Mind, like the Sun-beams through a 
Burning-glaſs, have kindled his AﬀeCtions, 
and made him love with __ Reaſon; ſo 
that*tishis Underſtanding that inamoars his 
Wl, and that which makes him aLover of 
God is the deep Senſe of his Reaſon, how 
much he deſerves to be beloved. He hath 
ſeriouſly conſidered how lovely God is in 
himſelf, how kizd and /oving unto all his 
Creation, and what particular Obligation 
God hathlaid upon him to return him Love 
for Love ; and this gives Fire to his Love, 
and affects his Will with Delight and Com- 
placency ; and though perhaps he may not 
teel thoſe paſſionate Soothings and Expanſi- 
ons of Heart which ſexſitive Joy is wont to 
produce, yet he finds himſelf highly pleaſed 
with God, and his Will acquieſces in the 


Thought of his Goodneſs and PerfeQions F 


with a Cal»: and eve Complacency : And 
thus his Will is inflamed with the pare# 
Light of his Underſtanding, and his Love 


is nothing elſe but the warm RefleCtion of | 


his Reaſon. Thus Pal. cxvi. 1. I /ove the 
Lord, faith David, and then he goes on to 
enumerate the va# and 7mportant Reaſons 
why he loved him; becauſe he hath inclined 
his Ear, &c. And in the 1 Cor. viii. 3. If 
any Man love God, the ſame, 1. e, God, us 


known 
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known of him ;, 1ntimating that all ?rue Love 
of Godis founded inthe Knowledge of him. 
34ly, The Love of God is a fixedas well 
as rational Complacency in him, by which 
I diſtinguiſh this heavenly AﬀeQtion from 


| thoſe ſhort and tranſitory Fits of Love, that 


like Flaſhes of Lightning come and go, ap- 
pear and vaniſh ina Moment. For thus up- 
on ſome affetting Providence, or paſſionate 
Repreſentation of the D:vize Goodneſs, it 


| 1s very ordinary for Men to be chafed into 


an amorous Fit, and touched with very tex- 
der Reſentments of the Loyelineſs and Love 
of God ; ſo that at | projens they ſeem to be 
in Raptures of AﬀeCtion, and, with the 
Spouſe in the Canticles, to be wondrous ſuck of 
Love ; but alas ! It commonly proves but 
a ſudden Qualm, that after a Pang or tw9 
goes over, and ſo they are well again im- 
mediately ; for upon their zexz Encounter 
with "Temptation, or Intermixtyure with 


| ſecular Aﬀfairs,their hot Love begins to lan- 


ouiſh, and quickly dies into a cold Indiffe- 
rency ; and notwithſtanding all the Reaſons 
and Obligations that they have to the con- 
trary, their fickle Hearts unwind again, 
and by Degrees decline and {ink into their 
old habitual Averſation to God and Good- 
neſs; which is a plain Evidence that that 
which at firſt lookt ap the Love of God 

3 in 
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in them,was only a ſadden Bluſh of Paſſion, | | 
and not the true Complexion of their Souls. 


For when once a Man 1s brought to love God 
upon Principles of Reaſon and Confider- 
ation, *tis much more difficult to extinguiſh 
this, than any Virtue whatſoever ; becauſe 
of all the Virtues of Religion this is founded 
in the greate# Reaſon, and accompanied 
withthe ftrozge# Pleaſure. For Loveit felt 
conſiſting in Delight and Complacency, where 
the Object of it 15 an zzfinite Good, there is 
not only ifizite Reaſon to Love, but 2- 
finite Occaſion of Pleaſure and Complacen- 
cy. When therefore our Love of God is 
back*'d with ſo much Reaſon, and ſweet- 
ned with ſo mach Pleaſure, how is it poſſi- 
ble we ſhould extinguiſh it without doing 
the greateſt Violence to our ſelves? Forl 
am verily perſuaded, that one of the hard- 
eſt moral Changes that can be made upon 
a rational Creature, is from a Lover to be- 
come an Eremy to God ; for whereſoever 
this heavenly AﬀeCtion is, it ſweetens and 
endears it ſelf by its own appendent Plea- 
ſures, which are in themſelves a ſufficient 
Counter-charm againſt all'Temptations to 
the contrary. So that when once it is kin- 
dled in the Soul, like a//abri! Flame twill 
by Degrees 7ſinuate farther and farther, till 
it hath eaten into the Cexter of the _ 
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and turned it all into its own Subſtance. 
Wherefore this we may certainly conclude 
upon, that he who can ſuddenly or eaſil 
entertain an Averſation. to God and Good. 
neſs, did never truly Love; for Love, faith 
the Wiſe Man, is ſtrong as Death, and many 
Waters cannot quench it , Cant. viii. 6, 7, 
Whereſoever it lights it clings, and can 
never be torn away again without vo/ext 
Spaſms and Convullions. So that whatſo- 
ever Paſſion we may have for God, we can 
never conclude it to be hearty Love till it 
fixes and ſettles in our Souls ; till our Wills 
are habitually pleaſed with God, and doen- 
tertain the Thoughts of his Loveand Love- 
lineſs, with a coxſkayt Complacency and 
Delight ; and then we may venture to call 
it Love, and to rejoyce in the Nativity of 
this heavenly Flame within us. 

4thly,Tisan affe&ing Delight and Compla- 
cency in God; by whuchT diſtinguiſh it from 
a mere Liking and zaked Approbation. For 
God is a Being fo infinitely amiable and be- 


xevolent, that *tis impoſſible almoſt for any 


reaſonable Creature to know him, and not 
like, and approve of him. But though in 
all: Approbation there is ſo-ze Degree of 
Complacency, yet there 1s no Doubt but a 
Man may approve of what he doth not 
Love, and-there is no Doubt but there are 

Z 4 many 
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many Men that do _ of God as the 
moſt g/oriozs and excellent of Beings, and 
the moſt worthy of Love and Veneta- 
tion, who yet have not one Spark of real 
Love towards him. For thus St. Paul, we 
find, when he was a Jew in Religion, ap- 
proved of the Law as holy, and juſt,and good, 
Rom. vii. 12. and that in this Approbation 
of his there was ſome Degree of Compla- 
cency and Delight, for ſaith he, 1 _— in 
the Law of God according to the inwar Man, 
Verſ. 22. butall this while he was very far 
from having any real Love and AﬀeCtion 
for it ; forin thenext Verſe he tells us, that 
he had « Lawin his Members warring againſt 
the Law of his Mind ; that is, he had an #- 
ward Repugnancy and Averſation againſt 
this excellent Law, which his Reaſon did 
approve of as holy and juſt and good; and 
no Degree of true Love could conſiſt with 
{ſuch an Averſation. And there is no doubt 
but moſt Men who haveright Conceptions 
of God, do in their Mind and Reaſon: as 
much approve of, and delight in the Perfe- 
etion of his Nature, as St. Paul did in the 
Perfection of his Law; and yet their Wills 
are as repugnant and averſeto the Holineſs 
andPurity of the oze, as St. Pauls then was 
to the Juſtice and Goodneſs of the other. 
Wheretore to conſtitute us ir#e Lovers of 

| | God, 
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God, it is neceſſary that our Approbation of, 
and Delight and Complacency in him ſhould 
be ſuch as doth powerfully affe&t our Wills 
and reconcile them to the Nature of Goa. 
For whilft our Wills are averſe to that 7- 
maculate Purity and Goodneſs which is ſo 
inſeparable to his Nature, it isimpoſſible we 
ſhould heartily love him ; and though in 
our Minds we may approve of him as a 
moſt glorious and excellent Being, yet inour 
Hearts we ſhall {till retain a "at Antipa- 
thy againſt him. And 1 doubt not butthe 
Devils themſelves do ſofar approve of God, 
as to acknowledge him altogether amiable 
and lovely ; for if they do not, I am ſure 
they are very ſhallow Spettators; but yet 
we ſee this Approbation of theirs accom- 
panied with an zzveterate Rancour and En- 
mity againſt him, And till our Wills are 
ſo afetted by our Reaſon as to conſent and 
ecchoto its Approbations, to take Compla- 
cency in that divize Purity which our Rea- 
ſon acknowledges to be the Crown and 
Ornament of God ; whilſt we reverence 
him in our Minds, we hateand deſpiſe him 
in our Aﬀections, So that he only is a Lov- 
er of God, whoſe Will is reconciled to rrwe 
Goodneſs. 

5tbly. And laſtly, This Love mult be 
terminated on the proper Goodneſs and Per 
- fettions 
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fections of God ; and hereby I diſtinguiſh it 
from that T\ove which we 700 commonly 
terminate upon a God of our own making, 
For it is very ordinary with Men to ſet up 
Idols and falſe Repreſentations of God in 
their Minds, and then fall down and wor- 
{hip them : And it is-no great Wonder if 
they are extreamly fond of theſe Ido!-Divi- 
ities of their own making, ſince common- 
ly they are nothing, elſe but the PiQtures 
and Images of themſelves. Thox _—_— 
ſaith God to thoſe profligate Perſons , that 
I was ſach a one as thy ſelf, Pal. 1. 21. Men 
havealways been prone to caſt all their Ideas 
of God in the Mould of their own 'Tempers, 
and to faſhion the Divinity whom they 
Worſhip, according to the Model of thewr 
owe Inclinations. 'Thus Men of angovern- 
able and imperious Tempers are apt to re- 
preſent Goa in their own Likeneſs, a Being 
that governs himſelf and others by a meer 
blind onmipotent Seli-will, that wills Things 
merely becauſe he wills them, and 1s no 
way concerned to regulate his ows Motions 
by any artecedent Rules of Juſtice, Wiſdom, 
or — So alſo Men of _ wland 
revengeful Tempers are apt to look upon 
God wu Tags Jos, and 21 labb 
Being, that 1s to be pleaſed or diſpleaſed 
with 'Trifles, that frowns or ſmiles as the 
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Humour takes him; that when the froward 
Fit is upon him Breaths nothing but Re- 
venge and Fury, and whoſe Love and Ha- 
tred is fickle and mutably, and never conſtant 
to the ſame Reaſons.” And to name no 
more, thus Men of fond and indulgent Na- 
tures are apt to repreſent God tothemſelves 
as one that dotes z72vincibly on thoſe who 
have once the Luck to be his Favourites, 
and in Chriſt, at leaſt will hug their very 

Deformities, and connive at their greate 
Treaſons and Rebellions. And fince theſe 
falſe Repreſentations that Men make of Goa 
are nothing but the RefleCtions of their 
own Tmages, in loving him they only love 
themſelves; and *tis no wonder that they 
are more devoutly affected towards ſuch 
an imaginary Divinity than towards the true 
God himfelt clothed with his owz Attributes, 
and circled about with his owz Rays of «#- 
ftained and immaculate Glory ; ſince thefor- 
mer is nothing but their ow? Shadow, which 
Narciſſus-like they gaze upon and fall in 
love with. But whatſoever Love we 
may beſtow upon theſe falſe Repreſentati- 
ons-it is not terminated upon God, bur on 
the SpeiFres and Images of our Fancies, 
which have nothing of God about them 
but the Name. Wherefore to conititute 
our Love truly div:ze, it is neceſſary that it 
| . ſhould 
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ſhould reſpeCt God as he is in himſelf, and 
not as he ſeems to be in theſe d:sfigared T- 
dols of our own Fancies, We muſt blot 
out ofour Minds all theſe falſe Conceptions, 
which like the A£:htopiar Idols, are nothing 
but owr own Reſemblance, and portrait him 
in all thoſe fair Ideas wherein he hath re- 
preſented himſelf unto us; and when we 
| have righted him in o«r owz Opinions, and 
formed ſuch Notions of him as are agree- 
able to his zativePerfeRions, then we muſt 
love him for what we ſee in him, even for 
the Mercy and Goodneſs , the Righteouſneſs 
and Parity of his Nature. For unleſs we 
love thets his oral PerfeQtions, which are 
indeed the only Objetts of Love in him, 
all our &:d Pretences are baſe Flatteries, 
and in ſtead of him we only Love a Mock- 
God of our own making. And thus I haye 
ſhewed you at large wherein the Eſſence of 
this heavezly Virtue, our Love of Godcon- 
ſiſts. But becauſe Things are better un- 
deritood by their eſſent;a/ Charafters and 
Properties than by their zaked Eflences, 
and we may much more eaſily diſcern 
whether we truly love God or no by the 

former than by the /atrer, 
| 2. I proceed in the next Place to ſhew 
you what are the eſſential Properties and 
Charactersof our Love of God: And theſe 
are 
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are to be fetched from the Nature of Love 
in general, the Properties whereof when 
it is determined on a Perſon, are chiefly 
theſe four: 

1. Benevolence to the Perſon beloved. 

2. Deſire ofenjoying him. 

3. Imitation of his Perfections. 

4. Conformity to his Will. 

1. Benevolence is an eſſez:ial Property of 
our Love of God ; by which Ido not mean 


wiſhing of any additiozal Good or Happi- 


neſs to God which yet he wants; for that 
is Extravagance, to wiſh that a Being who 
1s infinitely happy ſhould be more happy 
than he is; ſince his Happineſs would nor 
be zzfinite if it could admit of Addition or 
Increaſe. By our Benevolence to God there- 
fore T only mean our hearty Delire that he 
may be pleaſed by our ſelves and others ; that 
all his Creation may conſpire to ſerve and 
glorify him in that Method which he hath 
preſcribed ; and that his Will may be done 
upon Earth, as it 1s in Heaver. . And this 
mult neceſſarily be the hearty Wiſh of every 
ſencere Lover of God;and whenhe ſees him- 
ſelf defeated of his Wiſhby the wicked Lives 
and Mariners of Men ; when he conſiders 
how God is offended every Day, how his 
Authority is affronted, his Laws trampled 
on, his Name vilified and bl2ſphemed by bold 
an 
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and 7»ſolent Sinners,he cannot forbear griev- 
ing at it,to ſee him his Soul loves, loaded with 
ſo many Indignities and Diſhonours. - For 
thus did David, that great Lover of God; 
Rivers of tears run down mine Eyes, becauſe 
Men keep not thy Law, Pfal. cxix. 136. So 
that what the brave Portia ſaid to her dear 
Brutus noivove $142 3a3 av, xeivoregTt avdippay, that 
can every Lover of God ſay ; Lord! Thou 
knowe#t that I ſympathize in all thy Pleaſures 
and Diſpleaſares ; when thou art pleaſed, I re- 
' Joyce; and when thou art offended, I am grieved. 

2/y. Another Property of divine Love is 
an earneit Deſire of enjoying God. For ſo 
when welovea Friend, we deſire to enjoy 
as much of him. as we are able ; that is, 
we would fain be more iztimately acquaint- 
ed with him, we would love him more, 
and be more beloved by him, and reſem- 
ble him in all thoſe amable Qualities for 
which we love and admire him. And thus 
if we haye choſen God for our Friend, we 
ſhall {till be breathing after a more 2xtimate 
Fruition of him ; our Thoughts will be 
often imployed in the Contemplation of his 
Beauty and Glory ; and our Minds will be 
perpetually longing after a clearer Know- 
ledge of, *and more zntemate Acquaintance 
with him. We ſhall neyer think we love 


him ſufficiently ; and never think we on 
© 
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do enough to exdear our ſelves to his Fa- 
vour ; but ſhall always feel in our ſelves 
both Want of Love to him, and Want of 
Deſert to be beloved by him. We ſhall 
inceſſantly covet more and more to reſemble 
him in thoſe adorable PerfeAtions for which 
we love him ; that ſo if it were poſlible, 
he might have the ſame Reaſon to love -s, 
as we have to love him, We ſhall earneſt- 
ly hanger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs, and 
vehemently wiſh that all thoſe amz;able Cha- 
racers of Purity and Juſtice, Mercy and 
Gooareſs, for which we do admire and love 
him, were more fairly imprinted on owr 
own Natures ; that ſo by partaking of theſe 
Perfe&tions, we may grow more and more 
goa-like, till we arearrived toa moſt perfect 
Reſemblance and Conformity of Natures 
with him. Thus to enjoy God muſt needs 
be the Deſire of every rae and hearty Lover 
of him. And indeed this is the only En- 
joyment we are capable of; for we cannot 
enjoy God's Eſſence, becauſe we- cannot 
poſſeſs it, it being neither communicated nor 
communicable; and therefore all that our 
Enjoyment of him can include, is to k&zow 
and /ove, and be beloved by him, and tore- 
ſemble him in thoſe charming Beauties of 
Purity and Goodneſs which render him o- 
infinitely lovely ;. and it is eſſeztial to every 
It alt hful 
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faithful Lover of him thus to deſire to en- 

joy him. 4 
343. Tmitation of his PerfeCtions is ano- 
ther eſſeztial Property of Love to him : and 
this 1s neceſſarily conſequent to the former ; 
for if we love God,it is either for the good he 
doth us, or for the Beauty and Lovelineſs 
of his Nature. If we love him for the good 
he doth us, we muſt needs be ſexſible that 
it.is a /ovely Thing to do good, and this 
muſt ſtrangely incline us to imitate him 
doing all the good we areable. If we love 
him for the Beauty and Excellency of his 
Nature, wecannot but deſire tobe like him; 
becauſe whatſoever we eſteem lovely in az- 
other, we deſire to partake of out of love to 
our ſelves; and if we deſire to partake of 
what is lovely in azother, that muſt needs 
engage us to imitate him, ſince we have no 
other Way to partake of anothers Excellen- 
cies but only by a coxſtant Imitation ofthem. 
So that *tis impoſſible we ſhould love God 
for the Beauty and PerfeCttion of his Nature, 
and not hear:ly deſire to partake of it ; and 
"tis impoſſible we ſhould hear::ily defire to 
partake of it, and not endeavour to tran- 
{cribe it by a conſtant and vigorous Imitation. 
So that whatſoever - good Reaſon we love 
God tor, it muſt neceſſarily terminate in our 
Imitation of thoſe amiable Actions or Per- 
feQtions 
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feftions for which we love him ; and there- 
for any Man to pretend to love Goa while 
he a&s contrary to the Reaſons for which 
he loves him, 1s plainly to contraditt hime 
ſelf, and baffle his own Pretenfions, For to 
fay that I love God for doing good, or for 
being juſt, holy, and benevolent, while I take 
no Care to do good my {elf, but take Plea- 
{ure in Imparity, Injuſtice, of Uncharitable= 
zeſs, is to ſay:that I love him for thoſe 
Things whichTplainly declare Idonot love. 
If therefore we heartily love God as we pre- 


| tend todo, it will be vi{ble in our Imitati- 
| on of him; for unleſs we endeavour to be 
| pure ashe is pure, and holy as he 1s holy, and 
| jaft and merciful as he 1s juit and merciful ; 


all our Pretenſions of Love to him are 

Cheats and fulſom Hypocriſy. 
athly, and laſtly. Complyance with the 
Will of God is another eſſeztial CharaQter 
and Property of our Love to him. For if 
we ſincerely love a Perſon, we muſt needs 
deſire to pleaſe him, that ſo thereby we may 
endear our lelves to him ; and it we. re- 
ally-delire to peg him, to be {ure we ſhall 
readily comply with Its Will in whatſoe- 
ver is juit and reaſonable, And hence the 
Scripture makes our Obedience ro the W1ll 
of God eſſential to our Love of him ; For 
this, fait St, John, 1s the love of God, tiat 
Aa we 
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we keep his Commandments, 1 Joh. v.3. and 
this is love, that we walk after his Command- 
ments, 2 Epiſt.vi. If ye love me, faithour Savi- 
our, keep my Commandments, Joh. xiv. 15. 
thatis, give me this Token that ye love me; 
for without this I can never believe that 
you have any real Kindneſs for me what- 
{oever Pretenſions you may make; for fo 


Verſ.23. he adds If ay Max love me, he will F 
keep my Commandments, intimating that be. | 
tween our Love of, and Obedience to him, | 
there is a zeceſſaryand inſeparable Conneftion, | 


So that we may as ſoon be Men without 


Riſibility, as Lovers of God without ſincere Þ 
Submiſhon to his Will. For Lovers have F 
one Will and oze Soul ; they confpire in the | 
ſame Deſigns, and drive at the ſame Inter- Þ 
eſts; their AﬀeCtions are perfec? Unizons, | 
and do in the ſame Likes and Diſlikes re- Þ 
ſound and eccho to one another; and ſo far as Þ 
they love, there 1s ſuch a perfec# Agree- Þ 
ment between them that they ſeem mutu- F 
ally to /exd and borrow Wills and Souls | 


with oze azother, Ando if we love God, 
there will be a ſmeer Harmony between owr 
Wills and #zs, atleaſt ſo faras welove him; 
for if we love him, we ſhall love to ou 
him, by complying in all Things with his 
heavenly Will, and rejoyce that we are able 
to do any thing that weare ſure will be ac- 
ceptable 
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ceptable in his Eyes,and certainly exdear us to 
his moſt tender AﬀeQtion. Whulſt therefore 
we live in wilful Diſobedience and Oppoſi- 
tion to his heaveyly Will, all our Pretences 
of Love tohimare razk Diſſimulations, and 
like the Kiſſes of Judas are only Prefaces to 
our ſucceeding I reaſons and Rebellions; 
And thus you ſee wherein the Eſſexce of 
our Love to God conſiſts, and what are its 
eſſential Properties; by a ſerious Review of 
which you may ealily conclude whether 
in reality you are Lovers of God or 
no. 

2. I now proceed to the next Enquiry, 
namely what Meaſures and Degreesof this 
Loveare Matter of izdiſperſable Duty tous. 
Foranſwer to which we muſt conſider, that 
this as well as all the other Virtues of Chriſti- 
anity are required of us by a twofold Law ; 
the fir# is the Law of Perfe&ion, the ſecond 
is the Law of S:xcerity ; both of which it 
will be neceſſary for us to explain before we 
can exactly determine what Degrees and 
Meaſures of Love to God are Matter of = 
diſpenſable Duty. 

1, Firſt therefore there is the Law of Per- 
fettion, which requires the #t-z0#f Degrees 
of every Chriſtian Virtue that in the /eve- 
ral States and Periods of our Lives we are 
capable of attaining. For thus we are en- 
Aa 2 joyaed, 
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joyned, not only to do, but to abound in the 
work of the Lord; not only to have Grace, 
but to grow 72 it ; to perfett holineſs in the 
fear of God, and be perfect as our Father in 
Heaven is perfecf. And indeed the Nature 


of Gods the only Standard of that Pertetion 


whereunto we muſt aſpire, and we are {till 
bound to be growing ontill we are infinite- 
ly holy ; which, becauſe our finite Natures 
can never arrive to in any Period of Dura- 
tioff, therefore I doubt not bur it will be 
our Duty to be growing on eterzally. So 
that this Law having preſcribed no Limits 
to the Degrees of our Growth 1n Virtue, 
hath thereby cut out work enough to im- 
ploy our Faculties for ever. Not that we 
are Sinners againſt this Law ſo long as we 
are ſhort or defettive of the atmoit Degree 
of Perfe&ion ; tor it requires of us no more 
than what is within our preſext Poſlibility, 
and our Poſſibility encreaſes together with 
our Improvements. When we have but 
one Degree of V irtue, it is no Sin againſtthe 
Law of Perfe&ion that we do notimmedi- 
ately leapto ſix or ſeven ; becauſe it is not 
in our Power, and no Law can oblige a 
Man to that which is :»poſſible; but when 
we haveacquired oze Degree wehave Pow- 
zr to acquire a ſecond, and - when ' we 
have acquired that, we have Power to ac- 

| quire 
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quirea third; and ſo on ad infnitum; and 
conſequently our Obligation to be more 
and more perfect, increaſes according to the 
Improvement of our Power. A Babe 17 
Chriſt, or Beginner in Religion hath not the - 
Strength and Power of a Man, that is, of 
one that hath made a con{iderable Progrels; 
and conſequently he is not immediately o- 
bliged by th#x Law to the fame Degree of 
Growth and Perfection ; but whatſoever 
Degree 1s within his Power in the aferer! 
Periods of his Growth and Progreſs, that 
he is aQtually and immediately obliged to, 
and while he continues defective in it he fins 
againſt the Law of Perfe&tion. So that in 
ſhort, this Law requires us to be in all Re- 
ſpects as good 1n the ſeveral Stages of our 
Chriſtian Progreſs as at preſent 'ris poſſible 
for us to be; and fo far as we fall ſhort of 
any Attainment that 1s within our Power, 
weare guilty of violating its righteous Ob- 
ligation. ?Tis true, th Law doth not o- 
blige us under the Pain of «era! Damna- 
tion; and indeed if it did, no Fleſh could 
be fayed, ſince there never was any mere 
Man but might have poſſibly been bexter 
than he was, had he been fo dr/zgent as to 
improve himſelf to the ztm2/t Degree of his 
Power. The proper Sanction therefore of 
this Law is this, that we ſhould atually do 
Aa 3} all 
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all the good, and acquire all the Degrees of 
Virtue that are at preſent within our Power, 
under the Pain of loſing ſome Degree of 
Happineſs in the other World, which other- 
wiſe we {hould have attained ; which 1sno 
more than what naturally follows upon all 
ſinful Defeats. For every ſinful DefeCtisa 
Privation of ſome Degree of Goodneſs,and 
Goodneſs is fo eſſential to Happinels , 
that there cannot be aPrivation of the oze 
without a Diminution of the other, But 
beſides thoſe DefeCts of Happineſs that are 
naturally conſequeat to our Defetts of Vir- 
tue, the Scripture _w aſlures us that 
God himſelf -will ſubſtra&t from our Re- 
ward hereafter in Proportion to our moral 
Defetsand Nonimprovements in ths Life ; 
tor he which ſoweth ſparingly, ſaith the A- 
Poſtle, ſhall reap ſparingly : Andhe which ſow- 
eth bountifully, fhall reap alſo bountifully, 2 Cor. 
ix. 6. And Luke xx. our Saviour by way 
of a Parable doth expres{ly teach us, þ 064 
our Reward ſhall be apport:oned to the De- 
orees of our Improvement; for there here- 
preſents himſelf as a Maſter coming to take 
Account ofhisServazts,amons whom he had 
truſted aStock of Te Pounds, g1ving every 
one of thein an 'equal Share ;' thefirſt by an 
extraordinary Diligence had improved his 
Poand into Tez, andheis rewarded accor- 
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dingly with the Government of ze: Cizz2s, 
Verſ. 16, 17. The other had been faithful, 
though not altogether ſo 4/;gext, and by 
his oze Pound had gained five, and propor- 
tionably is made Lord of five Cities, Verſ.18, 
19. By which he plainly declares that fo 
much as we come {hort of the atm? Im- 
provement in Virtue, ſo much will he 
{ſubſtraQt from the #7moſ{Degree of our Re- 
ward, So that in ſhort the Senſe of the 
Law of Perfed10z 1s this, as thou wouldit 
not incur the Forfeiture of ſome Degrees of 
thy Happineſs in the other Lite, be ſure to 
imploy thy atmoſt Diligence in improving 
thy ſelfin every Grace and Virtue of Religt- 
on. But then 

215. There is the Law of Sizcer:ty,which 
only requires the Being and Reality of all 

Chriſtian Graces and Virtues in us, toge- 
ther with the proper Acts and Exerciſesof 
them. according as we have Opportunity, 
and doth no farther forbid the Deficiency 
and Non-improvement of them than as it 
is groſs and continued and inconſiſtent with 
Sincerity, Now the Reality of theſe Chr- 
ſtian Virtues in us conſiſts in the wniverſal 
and prevalext Conſent of our Wills to them, 
to prattiſe them as often as Occaſion re- 
quires, and not wilfully to commit any 
contrary Sin upon any Occaſion whatſoe- 
a 4 ver ; 
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ver; and fo long as this Conſent continues 
and prevails in our Prattice,' we are juft in 
the Eye and Judgment of the Law,what- 
foever Weakneſs and Defects, Surprizes and 
Inaavertencies we may otherwiſe be guilty 
of. For he whohath ſo ſubmitted his Will 
to Godas to conſent efftectually without any 
Reſerve to obey him, is evidently cordzal 
and fizcere, though perhaps he may be 
weak and imperfect, For as he 1s ſincerely 
chast, whole Will doth prevalently Con+ 
ſent to the Law of Chaſtity ; fo he 1s uni- 
verſally a vertuous Man, whoſe Will doth 
prevalently Conſent to the #nzverſal Law 
of Virtue; becauſe that very Conſent of 
his includes the Being and Reality of all 
Virtues, though not the 2#2oſf Degrees 
and Improvements of them. This there- 
fore 15 the #utmost that the Law of Sxcerity 
requires, that weſhould aniverſally and pre- 
valextly Conſent to the Will of God 1o as 
not w:{fully to neglect any Duty which he 
hath enjoyned, and praiſe any Sin which 
he hath forbid ; but though, this be all it 
requires, yet this it exaQts under the ſevereſt 
| Penalty in the World, even that of eternal 
Death and Condemnation ; only this Pro- 
viſo it admits of, that if we do repent and 
ainend, this dre2dfz/ Obligation ſhall be 
wulland veid, Sv that the great Difference 
be- 
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between the Law of PerfeFio» and the Law 
of Sincerity is only this, that the Penalty of 
the /ater 1s much more Severe than that of 
the former ; but the Duty of the former 1s 
much more /arge and comprehernſtve than that 
of the /ater. 

Having thus briefly explained to you 
theſe imo Different Ltws by which the 
Love of Godas well as all other Virtues are 
made our Duty, this I conceive will be of 
very great Uſe in ſtating the dze Bounds 
on Meaſures either of Love or any other 
Virtue God requires of us : We muſt un- 
derſtand by what Laws it is that he re- 
quires it, and what Meaſures of it thoſe 
Laws do require. F:r# therefore, we will 
conſider what Degree of Love to God 1s re- 
quired by the Law of Perfeition. Secondly, 
what Degree of it is required by the Law 
of Sincerity, 

1/t. What Degree of Love to God 1s re- 


- quired by the Law of Perfe&ioz ? To which 


1 anſwer, that it requires all that Love 
which in the ſeveral Periods of our Growth 
and Progreſsin Religioz weare able to ren- 
der him. For it 1s tobe conſidered that in 
this corrupt Eſtate, both our Uzder/tandings 


and Wills are ſo darkened and depraved, that 


we do not apprehend the thouſandth Part of 
thoſe Degrees of Lovelineſs that are in him, 
| and 
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and if we did, yet our Aﬀetionsareſoin- 
veigled by theſe /erſua/Goodsamong which 
we are placed, that we are not able to ren» 
der him the thouſandth Part of that Love, 
which thoſe Degrees of Lovelineſs we do 
apprehend in him do deſerve. But there 
1s no juf#f Law can exact of us beyond 
what we are able*to perform ; and there- 
fore this Law of Perfeition being jait and 
righteous, Cannot be ſuppoſed to exaCt more 
Love to God fromus than we have Strength 
and Power (all our Circumſtances conſi- 
dered) to render unto him. So that he 
who doth his utmoſt to underſtand, and 
affect himſelf with the Beauty and Loveli- 
neſs of God, and to ſubſtraCt his Love from 
ſenſaal Good, and terminate it on God, is a 
Jai and innocent Man in the Judgment of 
the Law of Perfei#iov. From whence it is 
evident firſt, that no Man can be bound by 
any Law to Love God as much as he de- 
ſerves to be beloved; becauſe he being in- 
finitely /ovely in himſelf is the adequate Ob- 
ject ofan 7»finite Love, which no finite Be- 
ing is capable of, 2ly. That no Man is 
bound to underſtand how much he de- 
ſerves to be beloved, becauſe this is be- 
yond the Comprehenſion of any fizire Un- 
derſtanding, eſpecially of ours which are 
fo dim-ſizhted in their Apprehenſions of pi: 
£2 rYipud, 
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ritual and inviſible Beings. 319. That in 
this State no Man is bound a&#ually to love 
God fo far as he apprehends Reaſon to love 
him; this indeed we ought to endeavour 
after, but while we continue in theſe Bo- 
dies it is impoſſible for us ſo abſolutely to ab- 
ſtrat our Love from ſezſe and /erſua! 
Things, as not ta be in the leaſt diverted 
by it from loving him to that Degree in 
which we know he deſerves to be beloved. 
It 1s, I confeſs, our ImperfeQtion that our 
Love to him is not proportionate to our Ap- 
prehenſions of his Lovelineſs: but beſides 
this we havemany other ImperteCtions that 
are our Miſery indeed, but not our Sin. 
For no ImperteCtion is any farther our Sin 
than *tis in our Power to correct it ; and 
there is no true Lover of God didever at- 
tain to that Degree of Love as not to ſce 
great Reaſon to wiſh that it were 1n his 
Power ſtill to love him more ; which is a 
plain Evidence in every Period of this i- 
perfett Srate that our Afﬀections are fo in- 
tangled by theſe ſexſible Goods about us, 
that we are not able to raiſe them to ſuch 
a Degree of Love as is proportionate to our 
Apprehenſions of his Lovelineſs. 44 and 
. - laſtly, That no Man is bound to love God 
in the ſeveral Periods of his Growth and 
Progreſs' in Religion with the' ſame De- 
Wo gree 
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cree of Aﬀection ; for by the Law of Per- 
feftion aMan is always bound to love him 
as much as he can, but in the Propreſs of 
our Religi0z we can love him much ore 
than in the Beginning, For the more we 
know of Goa, and the zzore our Aﬀections 
are diſingaged from theſe /exſua! Goods, 
the more Power and Ability we have to 
love him; and we are equally bound to 
love him as much as we can, when we 
have tex Degrees of Power, as we are 
when we have but oe; and confe- 
quently *tis as grear an Offence againſt the 
Law of Perfec&#:o not to love him as much 
as we can when we have more Power to 
love him, as it was when we had /e/j, So 
that by this Law we are always bound to 
love him as muchas we areable, and to be 
always axgmenting our Ability of loving 
him, and always to love him more and 
more as our Power and Ability increaſes; 
and under this ſweet Obligation perhaps we 
{hall lie to all Erermity. For there being 
:nfinite Degrees of Lovelineſs and Amabi- 
lity in God, our fizite Underitandings will 
need an TIzfinity of Duration to diſcover 
them all, and it would be «zreaſonable for 


usnot to love-him more, according as we . 


di{cover more of the Beauty and Lovelineſs 
oF his Nature, *Tis true, in 74 Life the 
Diffts 
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Difficulty lies not fo much in diſcovering 
his Lovelineſs,' as in aftedting our Hearts 
with the Senſe of it, and in raiſing our 
groſs and carnal AﬀeCtions to a Love propor- 
tionuate to thoſe Diſcoveries; and *tis' this 
that creates. us ſo much Toil and Labour 
in the Progreſs of our Obedience to the 
Law of Perfe&tion; but when once we are 
arrived into the bleſſed Regions of Immorta« 
lity our AﬀeCtion being pertealy ſubdued 
to the Reaſon ofour Minds,and areized and 
clarified from all its groſs and carnal Love will 
as naturally flame out wore and »ore to- 
wards God upon every zew Diſcovery of 
his Beauty, as Fire doth when more. com- 
buſtible Fuel is layd upon it ; and fo with- 
out any Toil or Difficulty, the more we. 
know the more we ſhall Love, and ſo more 
and more for ever, If therefore we would 
know what Meaſures of Love to God we 
are obliged to by this Law of Perfedioy,the 
Anſwer 1s eaſy, viz. that toall Erernitywe 
are bound to love im as much as we are 
able, andalwaysto love him more/and more 
as our Ability increaſes. ' And this I take 
to be the Senſeof that comprehenſive Law of 
our Saviour, Thow ſhalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, 
and with all thy mind, and with all thy ſtrength, 


* Mar. 12, 30. that is, thou ſhaltimploy thy 
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Faculties, thy M:zd, thy Will, and thy Af- 
fettions to. the atmoZt of thy Strength and 
Power in /oving, delighting, and taking 
Complacency inthe Goodneſs, Beauty, and 
PerfeQions of God, But 

2ly. What Degree of Love to God is re- 
= by the Law of Szzcerity, which is 
the Law by which we muſt ſtand or fall 
for ever ? So that the Senſe of the Enquiry 
is this, what Degree of Love to God is xe- 
ceſſary to put us 1nto a State of Salvation, 
the znd:ſperſable Condition of our Salvation 
being nothing elſe but our Obedience to 
this Law of S:zcerity, Now as to this pay- 
ticular of our Love of God there are two 
Things whichthis Law exaQts of us ; Fir#, 
it requires the Being and Exiſtence of this 
heavenly Virtue in us, that 1s, it requires 
not only that we ſhould not hate God, or 
be znaifferent between Loveand Hatred in 
our Afﬀettion to him, but that we ſhould 
really, cordially, and ſincerely love him. And 
hence thoſeerernal Glories and Beatitudesin 
which our Salvation doth conſiſt, are faid 
to be prepared by God for them that love him, 
x Cor. 2.9. which 1s a plain Evidence that 
it is one of the Conditions or Qualifications 
upon which our Salvation doth depend,and 


conſequently an indiſpenſable Duty of the 


Law of Szxcerity; and St. James expreſly 
tells 
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tells us, that the Lord hath promiſed the 
Crown of Life to them that love him, Ja. 1. 
12. And therefore ſince that Law of Si#- 
cerity contains the Condition of that Pro- 
miſe, it hence neceſſarily follows, that our 
Love to God is a Part of it, ſince that Pro- 
miſe 1s made to thoſe that love him. Nay, 
ſo zeceſſary a Part of that Law is this excet- 
tent Virtue, that the Apoſtle tells us, without 
this the moſt verrwous Actions whatſoever 
are inſignificant Cyphers in the Account of 
God; for though, ſaith he, I beſtow all my 
Goods to feed the Poor, and though IT give my 
Body to be Burned, and have not Charity, it 
Pprofiteth me nothing, x Cor. 13. 3. where it is 
plain he takesCharity in the /arge# Senſe tor 
our Love to God and oze another, He there- 
fore that doth not really love God, who is 
not heartily touched and affefed with the 
Senſe of his Goodneſs and PerfeQtions ſtands 
condemned by the Law of Szxcerity ; and 
without Repentance and Amendment ſhall 
have no Part or Portion in the K/zgdom of 
God. But then | : 

- Secondly, This Law ofSzzcerity requires 
ſuch a Degree of Love to God, as doth, to- 
gether with the other Motives of Chr:/#:ani- 
ty, effectually render us obediezt to his Will. 
For, as I have ſhewed you, the Scripture 
every where makes our keeping, his _ 
mand- 
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mandments the moſt eſſeztial Property of 
our Love of him for zf a 92a love be faith 
our Saviour, he will keep my Words, Joh. 14. 
23. And whoſo keepeth his Word, ſaith St. 
Johe, that is,his Commandments, i» him: 7s 
the love of God perfefted; that is, in him it is 
real, and cordial, and ſincere, -3 Joh. 2. 5. 
When therefore our Love to God hath that 
Power over us, as together with the other 
Motives of Chr:/tianity, to reſtrain us from 
the wi1ful Omiſſhon of. any known Duty, or 
Commiſſion of any kxown Sin, it 1s then 
pertected to that Degree which the Law 
of Szncerity exatts. But before we diſmiſs 
this Argument, it.will be zeceſſary to give a 
more particular Account of it, : 

1. Therefote, this Law of Sincerity re- 
quires that ſome Degree of true Love to 
God ſhould be intermingled with the other 
Parts of our Obedience to him; becauſethis, 
as I have ſhewn you, is one great andeſſer- 
tial Part ofthat Obedience which it requires; 
and therefore if out of mere Fear of God we 
{hould obey him in all other Inſtances, yet 
ſo long as we are defettive in zh, our Obe- 
dience will be /ame and partial, and want 
a great Part of that Intireneſs which the 
Law of Szxcerity.exatts. For ince it re- 
quires us to love God under the ſame Penal- 


ty ofeternal Death that it requires all its 0- 
ther 
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ther Duties, we cah no more be ſaved by it 
without this YVirtae than without Juſtice, 
Temperanceand Chaſtity; yea, con(idering 
how zeceſſary this is both to quicken our O- 
bedience here,and quality us for Happineſs | 
hereafter, we may much better ſpare any 
Virtue of Relzgioz than this of the Love of 
God. This therefore 1s /diſperſably neceſſary, 
according to the Tenor of the Law of S:z- 
cerity, that there ſhould be ſome Degree of 
true Love to God intermingled with the oz 
ther Parts of our Obedience. | 
2ly. This Law of Sixcerity exats of us 
only ſuch a Degree of Love to God as, in 
Conjun&tion with the other Motives of Chri- 
ſtianity, 18 a&tually ſufficient toentorce our 
Obedience. It doth not require us to love 
God in that heroic Degree, as not to need 
any other Motive to engage us to obey his 
Will; for if it did, no Man could bein a 
good State till he were able to obey God 
purely for his owz? Sake, without any Re-= 
ſped either to thoſe g/oriow Advantages he 
promiſes, or thoſe exdle/s Torthents he de= 
nounces ; which requires fuch an ardent 
Degree of Love to him as I doubt few good 
Men arrive to in this Life. I know ?tis us 
ſually faid by thoſe that handle this Argus 
ment, that to love God above all 'Things is 
the Degree of Love to which the Law of 
Bb Sincerity 
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Sincerity obliges us; but either this muſt 
be a Miſtake, orno Man can be good till he 
is ſo perfet? a Lover of God as not to need 
any other Motive but that of his own Love 
to oblige him to Obedience. For Men 
need no Motives to perſuade them to chuſe 
what they love be##; and therefore if Men 
loved God above all, they would need no 
farther Motives to perſuade them to chuſe 
what he Wills and Commands againſt all 
Perſuaſions tothe contrary. If I love God 
above my {elf, I ſhall certainly chuſe hs 
Will before my own: If I love him above 
all my Pleaſures, I ſhall chuſe Pleaſures 
before my own ; and it will be a zeealeſs 
Thing to propoſe Motives to perſuade me 
to dothat whuch I like beſt, and chuſethat 
which I love above all the World. So 
that whulit a Man hath Need of Motives 
to perſuade him to chuſe Goa, and prefer 
his Will above all Temptations, it 1s ap- 
parent he loves him notaboveall; and con- 
tequently according to this Do&#rine cannot 
bea good Mtn inthe Judgment ofthe Law 
of Sizcerity; which if it were rue, Idoubt, 
the Liſt ofgood Men would be reduced to a 
very /mall Number. Whereforefince lov- 
ing God above all is a high ſtrain of Piety 
much above the /ow Eſtate of ſizcere and 
true Goodneſs, to make it neceſſary to a 
20 
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good State mult needs be vety dangerons, 
ſince, it cannot but diſhearten begizmners i 
Religion , and perplex their Conſciences 
with zeedleſs and inextricable Scruples. I 
confeſs, not to love God above all, who 
doth fo infinitely exceed all in Degrees of 
Lovelineſs and Amability, 1s an Argument 
of great TmperfeCtion, though not of Infin- 
cerity ; but ifmy Love to him beſuch, as 
that together with my Hope and Fear ex- 
cited by the other Motives of Religion, it 
effeQtually operates on my Will, fo as to 
win it tO an univerſal prevalent Conſent to 
the Will of God, I know no Reaſon I have 
to judge ſeverely of my maiz State, though 
I ſhould be conſcioms to my ſelf that my 
Love ſingly and apart from thoſe other Mo- 
tives had not Force enough in it to produce 
this happy Effet. This therefore I con-= 
ceive 15 the utmoit Degree of Love toGod 
that the Law of Sincerity exaQts, that we 
ſhould ſo love him as by our Love, in Con- 
currenceWwith the other Arguments of Re- 
ligion, tobe effteQtually prevailed on to 0- 


319. The Law of Sizcerity exatts fuch 4 
Degree of Love of us, as together withthoſe 
other Motives of Chriſtianity is prevalent to 


ſincere Obedience ; and in this 1t difters 


from the Law of Perfe&tiov, which re- 
Bb 2 quires 
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uires ſuch a Degree of Love of us, as toge- 
fs with thoſe other Motives is productive 
of perfect unſinning Obedience, For, as I 
have ſhewed you, the Law of Perfection 
requires the «tmoſt of our Poſſibility, and 
conſequently that we ſhould love God as 
much as we can, and conſider and apply 
to our ſelves the other Motives of Religion 
as well and as cloſely as we are able, and 
then proceed upon the whole to ſerve and 
obey God to the «tmoſt of our Power and 
Ability ; which if we do, weare perfectly 
innocent and inculpable; unleſs you ſuppoſe, 
that a Man may be blame-worthy for not do- 


ing morethan he can. But ſhould the Law | 


of S:zcerity exatt thus much of us, Idoubt 
it would exclude the beſt of Men out of the 
State of Goodneſs and Salvation; for what 
Man is there that doth always love and 0- 
bey God to the utmoſt of his preſext Poſſibili- 
ty ? Wherefore all that this Law can be 
{uppoſed to requireof us, is only ſuch a De- 
gree of Love as is requiſite to render it a 
concurrent Cauſe of true ſincere Obedience, 
that is to ſay, ſuch a Love as in Concur- 
rence with thoſe great Motives of Reward 
and. Puniſhment produces ſuch an hearty 
Conſent in usto the Will of God as will not 
ſufterus any longer to perſiſt either in care- 
{/s or affected Tenorance of it, or in —_ 
an 
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and wifful Diſobedience to it; and there 
are no. Infirmities-or Miſcarriages whatſo- 
ever 7ncoxſiſtent with ſuch a Degree of Love 
to God, but what are alſo zconſiſtent with 
ſuch. a Conſent to his heavenly Will. If 
therefore we thus love God to the Purpoſes 
of a ſincere Obedience, the Law of Sizcerity 
acquits us; and as. for our Sins of Tnfirmty, 
Sarprize,or Inadvertency, weare accountable 

for them only to the Law of Perfe&107. 
4thly, And laſtly, The Law of Sixcerity 
requires ſuch a Degree of Love to God as 
together with thoſe other Motives makes us 
not only ſzzcere 1n our Obedience, but alſo 
careful to improve it to further Degrees of 
Perfection. And indeed 7h is neceſſarily 
inchided in the former; for if our Love of 
God joyned withthe other Arguments of Re- 
ligion hath ſo far prevailed upon us as to win 
us to a'ſixcere Conſent to his heavenly Will, 
we ſhall not only induſtriouſly avoid the 
known and wilfal Violations of it, but be 
very careful to corre& thoſe Flaws and Im- 
pertetions that are intermixed with our 
Obedience to it. *I'1s true, when there is 
nothing but ſaviſh Fear at the Bottom of a 
Mans Obedience, -that muſt neceſſarily co- 
traft and ſbrink up the Sinews of his Care 
and Endeavours, and render him exceed- 
ing zerrow and ſtinzy in the Diſcharge of 
Bb 3 his 
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his Duty ; for having no farther Aim than 
his own Security, he will do no more than 
what is eceſſary to avoid the Danger that 
he ſtands in Fearof ; and if he can but e- 
{cape thoſe known and wilful Sins that layd 
waſte his Conſcience, and expos'd him to 
the Wrath of God, that is the «tmoit he 


deſires or aims at ; but as for thoſe Miſcar-- 


riages and ſinful Imperfe&tions which do 
only fall under the Cognizance of the Law 
of Perfedion, he is not at all concerned a- 
bout them. But when our Fear is inter- 
mingled with ſuch a Degreeof Love to God 
as the Law. of Sincerity exaQts, that will 
makeus carefal,notonly toavoid thoſe kyown 
and willful Sins that divorſe us from the Fa- 
your of Goa, but alſo to indear our ſelves 
more and more to him by .correfting even 
thoſe /-raler DefeAs and Imperfettions that 
do ſtill adhere to our Duties and Natures: 
For this 1s plain, that no Man can heartily 
love God that doth not more and more deſire 
to be beloyed by him; and that no Mancan 
ſincerely deſire to be more and more beloved 
by God, that doth not honeſtly endeavour 
to render himſelf more and more lovely in his 
Eyes; that is, toreform all thoſe ſinful De- 
iectsand ImperfeQions which ain and ble- 
«:ſþ theBeauty of hisSoul. Whoſoever there- 
tore contents himſelf with this, not to be 


hated 
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hated by God, did never ſincerely love 
him; and whoſoever deſires more than this, 
will as well be caref«l to corre thoſe ſmall- 
er ImperfeCtions which render him leſs be- 
loved of God, as to avoid thoſe known and 
wilfal Sins which do expoſe him to God's 
Hatred. If therefore our Religio- doth not 
in ſome Meaſure improve our Natures, if 
it doth not render us more patient and hum- 
ble, more charitable and heavenly minded, it 
isa certain wy that it 15not ated by Love. 
For if after having a long while continued 
in a Round of religious Duties weſtillreturn 


-* tothe ſame Point, and arein no Degree ber- 


ter than we were when we fr# began, itis 
a plain Token that we do not heartily de- 
fire to be more beloved of God, and con- 
ſequently that wedo not love him. So that 
in fine the Sum of all is this, The Law of 
Perfef&tion requires us to love God with all 
our Might and with all our Strength, that 
is, as much as weare able in every Period 
of our Growth and Progreſs in Religion; and 
by how much we love him !eſs than we are 
able,by ſo much /e/s ſhall be the future Re- 
ward of our Love. But then for the Law 
of Szxcerity, that only requires of us ſuch a 
Degree of Love to him as doth together 
with the other Motives of Relip :on effectu= 
ally incline us to obey him ſincerely, and - 

Bb 4 ta 
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to endeavour to improve our Obedience 
into farther Degrees of PerfeQtion ; and ſo 
long as we fall ſhort of this we are bad 
Men, and the Wrath of God abides upon 
us. Ard fo T have done with the Firſt Part 
of the Text, We ſhould or ought to love God. 

2. I proceed now to the ſecond Part, viz. 
the Reaſon why we oughtto love him ; and 
that is, becauſe he firi# loved ws; which 
though it be but ſhort in Words, yet 1s 
extreamly comprehenſive in Senſe, contain+ 
ing in 1t {uch paiſſant Motives and endear- 
?n7 Obligations as cannot but affectus if 
we have any Spark of Texderneſs or Ingenu- 
ztyremaining in us, For in this Argument 
or Reaſon theſe ſix Things are implyed; 

1. That he beeaz in Loveto us. 

2. That he begaz before we could any 

Way deſerve it. 

3. That he begar to love us when we de- 

ſerved his Hatred, | 


4. That he begay when he foreſaw he 


could never make any Advantage by it. 
5. Hebegan to love us to ſuch a Degreeas 
tothinknothing zoo dear or too zoodtor us, 
G. That he ſo began to love us as to con- 
deſcend by all the Arts of Importunit 
to court us to accept his Love: All 
whcchare very powerful Conſiderations 
to Engage us ro return him Love for 
Lov _ | I, He 


bo 
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' 1. He bezanin Love to us.' Had heon- 
ly engaged himſelf to're-love us whenſoe- 
ver rk tolove him, and in the mean 
Time remained indifferent in his Aﬀection 
towards us, this would have been a ghty 
endearing Obligation. For the great Majeſty 
of Heaven to take Notice of the Loves of 
ſuch poor Worms as we, and much more 
to engage himſelf to repay them with a cor- 
reſpondent Aﬀe&tion, 15 in it ſelf a noble Ex- 
preſſion of his great and generous Goodneſs ; 
but that he ſhould not only take Notice of, 
and return our Love, but foreffal and axti- 
cipate it ; that he ſhould condeſcend to 
make thee Addreſs and Tender of Love 
to us, is ſuch an Expreſſion of Goodneſs 
as is ſufficient to inflame the moſt /f- 
pid and 7»ſenſible Soul. For he that loves 
another lays an Obligation upon him, and 
renders him extreamly beholding ; he lends 
him- his Heart and Soul which are much 
more walzable thanMoney, and hebecomes 
his Creditor and acquires a jſt Claim to 
be repaid with »utaal Aﬀettion : For not 
torepay Love for Love,is equally azja#and 
ungrateful, He therefore that begins to 
love,doth thereby render the Perſon beloved 
his Debtor, and acquires a jt Right to 
beBeloved by himagain, though he (hould 
haveno other Pretence to, or Interelt in his 
EM, Aft- 


373 The Nimth Diſcourſe ; 


AﬀeCtions, eſpecially if he be one who is 
much our Seperiour 1n all endearing PerfeCti- 
 ensandAccompliſhments; becauſe this muſt 
needs render his Love more valaable, and 
conſequently augment our Obligation to re- 
love him.When therefore the grear/Godhim- 
felf ſhall begin to love us, who doth ſoin- 
finitely excet us inall Manner of amiable Per- 
feftions, how deepl are we obliged and 
beholding to him : What znfinite Sums of 
Lovemutit we owe him ? If he had laid no 
other Obligation upon us, had neither wat, 
nor fed, nor clothed, nor provided for us ; if 
he had no other Claim to our Love but onl 
this, thathe f/f loved us ; yet this 1s ſuc 
as we cannot fruſtrate without being ex- 
treamly «njuft and ungrateful, For he is fo 
much afore-hand in Kindneſs with us, hath 
fo much gotten the ftart of us in Love, that 
we ſhall never be able to overtake him. He 
loved us long before wehad aBeing, when 
we exiſted only in his own» Decree to 
make us Men, and to provide for our 
Happineſs ; fo that now we are ſo far be- 
hind-hand in Arrears of Love to him, that 
we ſhallneed, as well as havean Eternity to 
diſchargethem; and ſhould we from hence- 
forthevery Moment love him more and ore 
to the /ongeſt imaginary Period of Duration, 
yet we ſhall {ill owe him all that Eternity of 
Love 
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Lovethat was due before we began to love 
him. And ſhall we grudg to pay him a Me 
ro whom weare indebted Millions? And is 
it not high Time for usto begin tolove him 
zow, Who hath loved us ſo long already for 
nothing without the /eaſt Shadow of Re- 
quital ? 

213. He began tolove us before we could 
any ways deſerve it. For-it 1s #poſſible 
for a Creature that ows all to God,the Foun- 
tain of its Being,to deſerve any 'Fhing at 
his Hands; becauſe he hath every Thing 
from him, and fo-can render him nothing 
but what is his own _ by an «naliena- 
ble Propriety. But the #obleff and moſt ac- 
ceptable Sacrifice that we are able to render 
unto God is our hearty and anfeigned Love; 
and if it were poſſible for us any way to 
deſerve his Love, who is ſo muck above vs, 
and hath ſuch an abſo/ure Dominion over 
us, it would doubtleſs be Offering up our 
Souls to him i»flamed with Love and At- 
fetion ; for tis this alone that conſecrates all 
our Seryices, and renders them valuable in 
the Eyes of God. If Love, like an aniver- 
ſal Sczul, benot diffuſed throughout all our 
Religion, and doth not a? and animate e- 
very Part of it, in God's Account all our 
demure Pretences are nothing, but the /:fe- 
leſs Puppits and Images of true Religion; 

| | | which 
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which though they may ſpeak and: move 
and ac like that which they repreſent and 
imitate, yet want that imard Form and 
Principle that gives it Life and Motion ;and 
to have nothing of Religion but merely the 
Shape and Outſide, is as | ar the leaſt in God's 
Account,as to have none at all. Since there- 
fore *tis Love that gives Worth and Value 
to all our other Services,and renders them ac- 
ceptable to God; it hence neceſlarily follows, 
that it ſelf is the moſt grateful Thing we 
can render to him, and that when zhzs is 
wanting, we are ſo far from being capable of 
deſerving his Love, that nothing we docan 
bepleaſing or acceptablein his Eyes. Where- 
fore ſince he loved us before we loved him, 
it 1s plain that it was not our Deſert, but hs 
own Goodneſs that firſt exdeared him to us ; 
for when we did not love him, we could 
have neither Form nor Comlineſs to attrat 
his Love; our Love to him being the only 
Beauty that can render us amiable in his 
Eyes: Sothat he could have no other Mo- 
tiveto incline him to love us, but only the 
immenſe Benevolence of his own Nature. 
Since therefore he hath laved me without 
any Deſert of mine, can I forbear to love 
him who hath deſerved fo well of me ? If 
he had never expreſſed any Kindneſs to- 
wards me, yetT have izfinzte Reaſon to oye 
um, 
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him, becauſe of the 7»finite Lovelineſs of 
his Nature ; but when I add to this the 
anſpeakable Love he bore me when I had 
neither Beauty to exdear, nor Deſertto 0b- 
lige him ; what a tender Care he took of 
my Welfare, and how 65g his Thoughts 
were with Deſigns of Kindneſs to me; I 
am not able to refle& upon my Coldneſs 
and Indifference towards him without the 
greate# Shame and Confuſion ; eſpecially 
conſidering, 

ly. That he began to love us when we 
deſerved his Hatred. And indeed if we con- 
ſider the wretched Condition in which his 
Love found us when it firſt addreſſed to us, 
and caſt its gracious Eyes upon us; we ſhall 
find ſufficient Reaſon to wonder that itdid 
not immediately convert into 7mplacable 
Fury. For when it firſt looked down on 
us from the Battlements of Heaven, it be- 
held us wallowing in our Blood, all polluted 
and aiſtained with the fouleit 'T reaſons and 
Rebellions. It ſaw us unanimouſly engaged 
in an «xzatural Conſpiracy againſt the bleſ- 
Jed Author of our Beings, converting thoſe 
very Faculties he beſtowed upon us into 


 Weaponsof Rebellion againſt him, andarm- 


ing the Effects of his Bounty againſt his So- 
vereign Authority. It beheld our Natures 
all depraved and vitiated, our Faculties all 


dif 


38 2 The Ninth Diſcourſe ; 


m—_ and confuſed, our Minds furround- 
ed with Egyprign Darkneſs, our Wills byafſed 
with wild and irregular Inclinations, our 
AﬀeQtions overgrown with monſtrous and 
preternatural Tufts , and all the beautiful 
Strufture of our Natures moſt miſerably 
disfigured and deformed ; and certainly one 
would have thought that ſuch a l/oathſome 
SpeQacle as this might have been ſwffic:ent 
to extinguiſh his Love for ever, and ſtifle 
all his :ezder Reſentments towards us. But 
fo zxvincible was his Kindnels to us, that all 
the Deformities we had ſaperindaced upon 
our Natures, all our Unworthineſs to be be- 
loved by him, all therzde Aﬀronts and In- 
dignities we had offered, were not able ſo 
much as for oze Moment to ſtop or divert 
the impetuous Current of his Goodneſs. But 
in the midſt offo many Reaſons thathe had 
to hateus, he fixed his Loveupon us ; and 
notwithſtanding the Continuance of thoſe 
Reaſons doth {till perfift to love us; and 
while we are prov a of his Kindneſs, ds/- 
honouring his Name, and trampling on his 
Laws and Authority, he is continuall 
mindful and ative to do us good, and d 
inceſſantly imploy his re 4 Thoughts, ex- 
tend his watchful Eye, and exert his power- 
fal Arm to contrive, promote and procure 
our Happineſs; as ifhe werereſolved tobe 
as 
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as obſtinate in Love, as we arein Unkind- 
neſs, to contend with us for Victory, and, 
if it be poſſible, to vanquiſh us with the 
Charms of an invincible Kindneſs. And 
now methinks it ſhould be impoflible for 
any one that hath but the Reaſon of a Man 
to be ſo baſe and diſingenuoms, as not to be 
endeared by ſuch a vittorious Love. Obleſ- 
ſed God! doſt thou love me who have 1o 
many ways deſerved thy Hatred, and can 
I hate thee who haſt ſoinfinitely meritedmy 
Love? Have I not been /o»g enough thine 
Enemy already, and haſt thou not been 
long enough my Friend at laſt to thaw my 
obaarate Enmity, and melt me into a rec:- 
procal Kindneſs ? Barbarous Heart ! Canſt 
thou {till withſtand theſe puiſſave Endear- 
ments of Almighty Love, that hath fo long 
repay*d thee Smiles for Afﬀronts , and re- 
turned thee Favours for Provocations? For 
ſhame, if thou haſt any Senſe of Gratitude 
or Modeſty in thee, be at laſt perſuaded to 
hearken to the Love of thy Maker, and to 
return him Love for Love. 

' 4#hly. He began to love us when he could 


| never reap the /ea# Advantage to himſelf 


by it. Had we been capable either of berefit- 
ing or injuring him , of adding to, or ſub- 
ſtratting Com his Happineſs, his oz Inte- 
reſt might haveobliged him to love us, or 


at 
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at leaſt to have pretended Kindneſs to us, 
that ſohe might the better obtain his Ends 
upon us, and engage us to contfibute more 
freely to his Happineſs. But ſuch a = De- 
fign, as this, is zzconſiſtent with the Noti- 
on of a Divinity, which implies :7finite Per- 
tection, and conſequently z-finize Happi- 
neſs ; and for him whois infinitely happy, to 
deſign a Contribution of Happineſs from 
his Creatures, implies a ContradiQtion ; be- 
cauſe the very deſigning of a farther Happi- 
neſs implies a preſent Want and Inſufficien- 
cy, which can have no Place in a Being 
that is infinitely happy already. The Hap- 
pineſs of God therefore being ſo :7mmerſe and 
ſecare that nothing can be added to, or ſub- 
{tracted from it, it is impoſſible he ſhould 
love us, for any Self-ntereſt or Advantage, 
it being out of the Reach of any Power 
whatſoever, either to bexefit or znjure him ; 
and his Love to us can have no other De- 
ſign but only our Happineſs and Welfare. 
He his infinitely an and happy in himſelf, 
and conſequently cannot be ſuppoſed to 

love us for hi own Advantage, it being im- 

poſſible that he who is infinitely happy in 

himſelf ſhould be capable of receiving any 

Advantage from any Thing without him ; 

ſo that there can be no other End of his 

Love, but- only to render us like himſelf 
com- 
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compleatly perfe and happy. For when he 
firſ# ſet his Heart upon nt and choſe us fot 
his Favourites , he knew hisowz Happineſ: 
tobe {0 :mmenſe and ſtzble, as thathe coul 
never need our Love or Services, either to 
add more to it, or to continue and perperu- 
ate it, which from Eternity to Eternity was, 
and is, and always will be commenſurate to 
the. boundleſs Capacity of his Nature. But 
ſuch was his innate Goodneſs and Benefi- 
cence as would not permit him to be happy 
alone, to content himſelf in a ſo/ztary Frut- 
tion of his own eſſential Beatitudes ; but to 
gratify the benign Inclinations of his Na- 
ture he muſt have Companions in Happi- 
neſs, upon whom he may diffuſe his Good- 
neſs, and imprint his own Bliſs and Perfe- 
tion: And *twas only this fraxk and genes 
rous Motive that firſt obliged him to caft 
an Eyeof Lovetowards us. When we had 
neither Worth to deſerve, nor Power to re- 
quite his Kindneſs, then did his own Benig« 
nity incline his Heart to love us, and to in- 
vite and receive us into a Participation of 
his Happineſs. He knew well enough that 
the moſt we were capable to do for him 
was only to love and obey, to praiſe and 
honour and adore him ; and that when we 
had done all this, it would be impoſſible 
for lum to reap the leaſt Advantage by it ; 
C c that 
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that ifwe did /ove and obey him, the Profit 
would all redound to our ſelves, and that 
if we did not, our ſelves only would fare 
the worſe for it ; ſo that whether we did or 
no, it would be all one to him; his Hap 
pineſs would be ſtill the ſame, withour tl 
leaſt Addition or Subſtradtion. And yet 
when Things were inthis Poſture, when 
he had no Se/f-ixtereſt to ſerve upon us, no 
Motive but his owz Benignity to exdear him 
to us, then did he begin to love us, -and to 
expreſs the Earnings of his Heart and Bow- 
els towards us. And now how can we 
think of this, and not be affetted with it ? 
How can we any longer avoid being ca 
z#vated with the Thoughts of ſuch ;a gene- 
rows Kindneſs ? Conſider, O -zy Soul, thy 
God gains nothing by all his Love to thee, 
but thou gaineſt zfinitely by thy Loveto 
him; by loving him thou glorifieft thy elf, 
and crowneſt thy own Deſires with Hap 1- 
neſs. But he is not one yot the beter for 
loving, nor would he have been one jor the 
worſe it he had never loved thee at all ;and 
yet out of pure generous Goodneſs he loves 
thee a zhozſandtimes more than thou loveſt 
thy ſelf, or art ever able to love him; and 
canſt thou be ſuch a wretched Thing, fo 
loft to all that is ingenuous and mode#t as nt 
.foreturn him Lovefor Love ? 

| | 5thly. He 
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5thly. He began to love us to ſuch a De- 
oree, as to think nothing #00 dear, or t00 
good for us. Conſidering how /:ttle we de- 
ſerve his Lovehow mach we have deſerved 
his Hatred, and how a«ncapable we are to 
make him any valuable Requital ; it is ſuf- 
ficient Matter of Wonder that ever he could 
prevail with himſelf to love us in the /ea# 
Degree; but that in the midit of ſo many 
Reaſons to the contrary he ſhould not only 
begin to love, but to be ſo /iberal of his 
Kindneſs to us, is Matter of j#5* Aſtoniſh- 
ment. It was a »ghty Kindneſs in him to 
create us what we are, and make ſuch a 
plentiful Proviſion for our comfortable Sub- 
ſiſtence here ; for whereſoever we direct 
our Eyes, whether wereflectthem wards 
upon our ſelves, we behold his Goodneſsto 
occupy and pexetrate the Root and Center 
of our Beings, and diſcern the /zvely Chara 
Qters of his Love in the 7:comparable Frame 
and Structure of our Natures ; or whether 
we extend them abroad towards the things 
about us, we may perceive our ſelves like 
Fortunate Iſlands furrounded with an Ocean 
of Bleſſings, containing whatſoever is eceſ- 
ſery for our Suſtenance, convenient for our 
Uſe, and pleaſaxt for our Enjoyment. And 
iS it not wondrous Love in him to make 
ſuch /iberal Proviſions for ſuch andeſerving 

Cc 2 Gueſts ? 
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Gueſts? But this is the ſmalleſt Part of his 
Kindneſs; for he hath inſpired us with im- 
mortal Minds, and Stamp'd them with the 
moſt fair Impreſſes of his own Divinity, 
viz. a Kyowledge of Truth, and a Love of 
Goodneſs, __ a forward Capacity of the 
hig heft Perfe&tion, and pureſt Happineſs ; 
and to fill and gratify theſe our zoble Facul- 
ties and Capacities he hath prepared for us 
a Heaven of immortal Joys, and furniſhed 
It with all the Dehghts that this our Hea- 
ven-born Mind is capable of; and leſt we 
ſhould fall ſhort of it, he hath ſent his b/eſ- 
fed Sor from Heaven, to reveal it to us, and 
ſhew us the Way thither ; to die for our 


Sins, and obtain and ratify the Promiſe of | 


our Pardon, thereby to encourage usto re- 
turn to our Duty and Allegiance, without 
which we are izcapable of ever enjoy1 

that beatifical State, Andleſtallthis thould 


not be ſufficient, he 1s always preſent with us | 


to promote our Happineſs ; preſet, by his 
Providence toreclaim, by his Angels to ſoll;- 
cit us, and by his Holy Spirit to excite and 
co-operate with our Endeavours: So extream- 
ly carefal is he, not to be defeated of his 
kind Intentions, to make us everlaſting lyhap- 
Py. O Bleſſed God! 'To what a Degree mult 
thou love us, who thinkeit none of theſe 
Things #00 dear and good forus? That doſt 

not 
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not think thy $92 too good to redeem us, 
thy Spirit to SanEtify, thy everlaſiins Hea- 
ven to Crown and Reward us ? And now 
can our Hearts hold when we think ofthis ? 
Canwe be coldand indifferent in the midt 
of ſucha vigorous Flame ? Good God! What 
are we made of ? What /exſeleſs, ſtony, [Iu 
pid Souls do we carry abour us, that can 
be Love-proof againſt ſo may Charms and 
Endearments; that can hſten to ſo »2azy 
Wonders of Love with ſuch a»concered, 
ſuch «affected Minds? Methinks if we had 
but the common Senſe and Ingenuity of 
Men 4n us, it would be impoſſible for us in 
the midſt of fomuch Love, not to be melt- 
ed into a reciprocal Kindnels. 

6thly And laſtly, He ſo begaz to love us, 
as to condeſcend 6 all the Arts of Impor- 
tunity to court us to accept of his I ove, 
That notwithſtanding all our Unworthi- 
neſs, he ſhould begin to love us, and that 
to ſo ſirarge a Degree, 1s a moſt amazing 
Inſtance of the i»finire Benevolence of his 
Nature ; but that he ſhonld condeſcend to 
adareſs himſelf tous, to cornrt and woo us as 
he doth to accept of his Love, and to be as 
happy as he would have us, is enough to a- 
ſtoniſh the moſt zxſenfible Soul, and even 
to diflolve a Heart of Rock into Love, For 
thus the Scriptare in the moſt pathertich 
| 0 Strains 
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Strains deſcribes the Addrefles of this great 
Lover of Souls, borrowing Metaphors to 
expreſs his Love to us, from all that is k:zd 
and /oving in the Creation; even from the 
moſt »elrizg Paſhons in Mankind; from 
the Relentings of Fathers, and Tearnings of 
Mothers Bowels towards their deare#t Off- 
ſpring, It paints him in all the charming 
Poltures of an zmploring, beſeeching, and im- 
portunate Lover, wooing and intreating us 
to be happy, even with Tears of Pity in his 
Eyes, with Charms of Love in his Mouth, 
and Terders of Mercy in his Hands. And 
when with all the Rhetorick of his Love he 
can't prevail with us to live, it repreſents 
him weepizg at our Funerals, and like a ten- 
aer-bearted Judge pronouncing our Sexterce 
with the Tears in his Eyes, By which Me. 
taphorical Deſcriptions he repreſents to us 
Is 7zfizite Concern for our Happineſs ; how 
much hs Heart 1s ſet upon it ; and how 
hardly he can beara Defeat in his k:#dand 
zerciful Intentions towardsus. For what 
but an z72fizite Love could ever have made 
the King of Heaven and Earth to ſtoop fo 
low to his rebellzous Subjetts, as to beſeech 
them to lay down their Weapons of Hoſts- 
{ity with which they can injure none but 
rhemicives, and to liſten to his Terms of 
Mercy, and accept of his Crowns and ever- 
| MW laſting 
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laſting Preferments ? One would have 
thought it had beenenough for him barely 
to have told us how he loved us, how 
willing he was to Pardon and Advance us ; 
and that this had been enough for ever to 
recommend him to the deare# Aﬀettions of 
his Creatures; but that he ſhould more- 
over condeſcend to ſepplicate our Accep- 
tance, to beſeech us not to ſpurn his Love, 
and fruſtrate its Deſigns of Mercy ro us ; 
Lora, how can we think of this without be- 
ing all :»flamed with Love to thee ! ?Tis 
true, he doth notcome in Perſontous, be- 
cauſe we are notable to bear the mmeatate 
Approaches of his Glory:z but many a Meſ- 
ſage of Love he hath ſent us tranſcribed 
from his very Heart. Heſent his So» from 
Heaven to us, and clothed him in our Na- 
tures, that therein we might be capable of 
converling freely with him ; and all his Er- 
rand was to deliver a Meſſage of Love to 
the World, and to court and importunethem 
to liſtento, and comply with it. And when 
he returned again to his Father, he inſti- 
tuted an Order of Mex to ſupply his Room, 
and in his Stead, to woo the World to be 
happy. For we are Ambaſſadors for Chrit, 
as though God did beſeech you by us: We pray 
you in ChriiPs ſtead, be ye recoutiled to God, 
2 Cor. 5. 20. Sothat you are {et upon the 
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Throne, and not only Men, but God him- 
ſelf lies proſfrate before your Foor-ſtool be- 
ſeeching you to lay down your Arms, and 
to be reconciled to your be## Friend that 
never did you the /ea# Injury, unleſs that 
be one that he hath loved you better by a 
T1hoaſznd\Degrees than ever you loved your 
felves. And can we be ſuch barbarows 
Wretches as not to liſten to him when he 
thus hambles himſelf before us, and even 
comes upon his Knees to us for Reconcilia- 
tion? How juſtly may the whole Creation 
be aſtoniſhed to ſee the great Majeſty of 
Heaven condeſcend fo low asto beſeech and 
entreat a Company of rude, diſdainfal Re- 
bels, whom hecould every Moment frows 
into Nothing, to accept of his Love, and at 
laſt comply with Terms of Friendſhip ? 
Who would ever imagine, (but that /a4 
Experience evinces the contrary, ) that a- 
 mong 7e4ſonable Beings there ſhould be 
found ſuch Monſters "of Ingratitude, as to 
per{iſt in Enmity to God after he hath thus 
2umbled himfelf, and made ſo many lowly 
Addreſſes only to court and woo us tobe 
happy? And thus you ſee how many puiſ- 
ſaat Morives to Love are comprehended in 
theſe few Words, becauſe he firit loved ws ; 
which are ſuch as nothing can ever be able 
ro relitt but' a Heart that is ſteeled =_ 
"4 
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Impudente and Ingratitude. So that if after 
all theſe Obligations which God hath laid 
upon us we do not at laſt ſurrender «p our 
Hearts unto him, our Baſexeſs and Ingrati- 
tude is ſuch as nothing but our eterzal Ruine 
will be able to expiate; For when with all 
theEadearments of his Lovingkinareſs he 
finds he cannnot prevail on us to love him, 
the very Conſideration how -uch he hath 
obliged us, and what #zworthy Requitals we 
have made him, will but incenſe him the 
more againſt us, till it hath converted his 
Kindneſs into _ Fury ; and when 
once the Heats of wrozged Love take Fire, 
and kindle into Wrath, it will be a quench- 
leſs Flame and ever/aſting Burning, Where- 
fore in the Name of Gog, Sirs, let us endea- 
your toafte&t our Souls with the Senſe of this 
dear Love, to warm our AﬀeCtions art this 
heavenly Fire till it hath z»ſinuated it ſelf into 
them, and converted them into its owz Sub- 
ſtance:And that we may be ſuccesful herein, 
let us take with us theſe following DireCtions. 
I, Let us ſeaſon our Minds with good O- 
pinions of God ; For ſince *tis his Goodneſs 
that is the moſt zw2medzazeObjett of ourLove 
to him, whatſoever Opinions do reflect up- 
on that, or any way tend to cloud and dzſ- 
grace it,mulſt neceſſarily Damp our Aﬀection 
towards him, Whilit therefore we look 
CE upon 
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that conduQts all his Actions by a blind On 
zipotent Self-will, and governs the World 
and diſpenſes Rewards and Pauniſhments to 
his Creatures according to a certain fatal/De- 
cree, which he made without Foreſight or 
Conſideration ; as one that exats Impoſli- 
bilities of his Subjes, commands the Lame 
to run, the Blind to ſee, and without ever 
enabling them thereunto is reſolved to damn 
them forever for Non-performance : Whilit, 
I fay, we look upon God through ſuchfal/e 
Opticks as theſe, they muſt needsrepreſent 
him exceeding wzlovely in our Eyes. For 
though Idoubt not but there are many Men 
that love God heartily,notwithſtanding they 
have entertained theſe ſower and gaſtly No- 
tions of him ; yet I muſt ſeriouſly profeſs 
had I ſuch þ/ackOpinions of him, I ſhould 
never be able heartily to love him, though 
I were ſure to be damned for ever for neg- 
lecting it. Whereforezif we would kindle 
in our Souls the Love of God, let us take 
Care, as much as in us lies, to purge our 
—_—_— of all ;Y Opinions of him, and to 
repreſent him fairly to our Minds what he 
truly is, and what the Scripture repreſents 
hum to be, w:z, a moſt bountiful BenefaQtor 
unto all his Creation, and an «xiverſal Lov- 
er of the Souls of Men ; one that heartily 
| defirgs 
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defires our Welfare, and is always ready 
to contribute to us whatſoever 1s neceſſary 
thereunto. Let us firmly perſuade our {elves 
that he deſires not our Ruine, but would 
have all Men to be ſaved, and come t0 the knows 
ledge of the Truth ; that when he finally de- 
ſtroys any particular Offender, it is in great 
Mercy to the Publick ; that he loves not 
Puniſhment for its own Sake, and never in- 
flias it but for ſome gracious and merciful 
End, Theſe are ſuch Thoughts of God as 
aretruly worthy of him, and infinitely apt 
to exaear him to all cofidering Minds. 
2ly. Let us frequently conſider and re- 
volve in our Minds the z»#merous Reaſons 
and Engagements that we have to love 
him, For all Virtue whatſoever begins in 
Conſideration, and it being a rational Ac- 
compliſhment, cannot be otherwiſe acqui- 
red but only by Reaſon» and Diſcourſe, that 
is, by conſidering the Reaſons and prefling 
our {elves with the Arguments upon which 
it is founded. And thus we muit do in the 
Caſe before us; if ever we would attain to 
a hearty Loveof God, we muſt be often en- 
tertaining our Thoughts with the Conli- 
deration of thoſe great Obligations he hath 
laid upon us to love him; how deep- 
ly we are engaged by all the Ties of Graz:- 
tude and Ingenuity to repay him 1n his own 
| | Coin, 
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Coin, and to return him Love for Love. 
Nor will it be ſufficient to affet our Hearts 
with the Senſe of thoſe Obligations, now 
and then to refle&t afew flight and tranfient 
Thoughts on them, but with holy David 
wemuſt muſe on till the Fire Kindles ; we 
muſt fix and ſtay our Thoughts upon the 
Conſideration of God's endearing Love to 
us, urge and preſs them ag aiz and again till 
we have wrought and chafed them into 
our Souls, and a heavenly Warmth diffuſes 
from them and exflames our Hearts with 
a dvine Aﬀection. Wherefore let us fre- 
quently revolve ſuch Thoughts as theſe in 
our Minds; O my Soul! How infinitely art 
thou obliged to love thy God, who hath beep 
ſuch a tender Friend and liberal Benefattor to 
thee, who loved thee before ever thou waſt c4- 
pable of thinking a Thought of Love towards 
him ; yea, and when thou didſt moſt juitly de- 
ſerve to be excommunicated from his Favonr 
for ever, and who had no other Aim in loving 
thee, but to da thee gaod, and make thee happy, 
and thought nothing too ye thee that could 
either promote or nar thy Happineſs ; but 
3 ſo importunately concerned for thee as to be- 
feech and intreat thee not to _ his Favoars ? 
And canſt thou be cold and inſenſible in the 
midſt of ſo many prevailing Endearments ? 
$S uppoſe that thy Fellow=creature had done or 
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thee but a thouſandth Part of what thy God hath 
done, and thou hadſt repayed his Kjnadneſs with 
nothing but Afﬀronts and Indignities ; would 
thou not call thy ſelf a thouſand ungrateful 
Wretches, and acknowledge thy ſelf infinitely 
unworthy of his Favours ? And u« it leſs crimi- 
zal to be ungratefal to God, than to thy Fellow- 
creature ? Suppoſe thou hadſt a Friend that 
began to love thee as ſoon as thou waſt born, 
and had perſiſted to love thee, notwithſtanding 
thou hadſt offered him a thouſand Provocations 
to the contrary; that had done thee all the good 
he was able, and conſtantly repaid thy Injuries 
with Favours : Would not thy Conſcience fly in 
thy Face, and all that is humane in thee upbraid 
thy monſtrous Baſeneſs? And hath not thy God 
obliged thee infinitely more than the beſt Friend 
in the World? How then canſt thou __ thy 
Coladneſs and Indifference to him? Conſider, O 
ny Soul, the Eyes of all the ſpiritual World are 

upon thee; Angels and Saints are looking down 
F a their Thrones of Glory to ſee how thou 
wilt acquit thy {4 under all theſe mighty Ob- 
ligations, which if any mortal Friend had laid 
+ 69 upon thee, and thou ſhouldſt have ſo ill 
requited him, allthe World would have hiſſed 
at thee for a Monſter of Ingratitude, Andis 
i leſs infamous to be an ungrateful Wretch to- 
wards God, than towards a mortal Friend ? 
With what Confidence then wilt thou lift ap 
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thy head among thoſe bleſſed Spirits who have 
rx 8 pellets of A y -oSg who have ſeen 
t wm Ingratitude towards thy beſt Friend, 
and muſt therefore brand thee for an inglorious 
Wretch abandoned of the common Senſe and 
Modeſty of humane Nature? And if after 
you have preſſed you Souls with all this 
mighty Weightof Love, you ſhould be ſtill 
to learn to re-love the bleſſed Author of it, 
I know no other Expedient but to ſend you 
to the Brates to be their Scholars ; to call 
for your Spaxiels and bid them teach you, 
and by their k;»d Returns of your Favours 
inſtruct your cold angrateful Hearts, to 
make proportionate Returns of Love to your 
deareſt Lord and Maſter, Thus let us fre- 
yn argue with our ſelves, and repeat 
theſe Conſiderations upon our Minds; and 
certainly if we have any Senſe of Obligati- 
ons, they cannot fail of warming and affect- 
zug our Hearts. | 
3dhz. Let us endeavour ſo much as in us 
lies to moderate our Aﬀettions to the World. 
Love not the World, faith St. John, neither 
the things that are in the World, If any Man 
love the World, the love of the Father s not 
zz him, 1 Epiſt. 1, 15. that is, if we = 
ordinately love and dote upon the World, 
if we ſuffer its Pleaſures, Profits, and Flo- 
xr to creep into, to hamper and inveagle 
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our Aﬀe&Qtions into an exceſſive Delight and 
Complacency in them, that will ſo foreftal 
and prepoſſeſs us, that we {ſhall find no 
Room for the Love of God in our Souls : 
Our Hearts will be ſo ſoaked and moiſtered 
with ſexſual Deſires and Complacencies,that 
the pure Flame of divine Love will never 
be able totake hold of, or kindle upon them. 
For whilſt we.immoderately dote upon the 
World, that will ſozxgroſs our Thoughts, fo 
perpetually ' 7zwporture our Deſires, that no 
Friend from: Heaven will ever be able to 
come at us 5 no good Thought or Confi- 
deration that comes to court and woo our 
Souls for 'God' will ever find Admittance 
to them; or if ow and ther they obtrude 
upon. us; 'and force themſelves into our 
Minds, the World will be ſo 5://yabout us 
that we ſhall not belong at Leaſure to at- 
tend to them; but whilſt they are addreſ- 
ſing to us and importuning our Afﬀections, 
| we ſhall feel 'a thouſand Rival Thoughts 
ſwarming and buzzing about -us, and this 
will be holding, that pulling, the other claſp- 
ing it ſelf about us and woozrg us not to 
leave and forſake them. And though be- 
tween theſe Competitors for our Love, our 
Hearts may zow and then be alittle waver- 
ing and irreſolute ; yet our fond Partiality 
to the World will ſo yehemently — 
an 
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and 6bi4ſs us, that we ſhall ſoon reje& thoſe 
divine Thoughts that would fo fain court 
us to -a contrary Aﬀedtion, Wherefore, if 
ever we would acquire this zoble and hea- 
weply VN irtue of divineLove,we muſt endea« 
vour as much as in us lies to wean and with- 
draw our ſelves from the World ; to reſcue 
our ſelves from under it's Tyranny and Dos 
minion, into ozr own Power, that ſo we may 
be able to diſpoſe of our Time, our 
Thoughts and Hearts, as ſhall ſeem to us 
moſt fr and reaſonable, For till we have tre« 
covered our Hearts from the World into 
our own Diſpoſal, how can we reſign them 
to God? Beforewe can give him our ſelves, 
we muſt be in our 092 Power, which no 
Man can be,ſo long as he is #»thralled to the 
World. Wherefore,if we would become 
hearty Lovers of God, we muſt labour fo 
much as in us hes to get ſuch a Sovereignty 
over our earthly Deſires and Aﬀections, as 
that whenſoeyer we are minded to retire 
from the World and converſe with God, 
we may be able to keep them __ ſuch 
a Diſtance as that they may not be able to 
intrude uponus, to mingle themſelves with 
our Contemplations, and divert our Eyes 
from the endearing Proſpett of his infinite 
Love and Lovelineſss And then our 
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viſhing Theme like Bees upon a ſweet Flow- 
er, and never rife till they have extracted 
thence the Honey, of Canaan, the delicios 
Sweets of heavenlyLove and Complacency ; 
then we ſhall muſe an till the Fire burns, 
and never take of our Eyesfrom God till we 
have gazzd our ſelves into Captivity to his 
Love and Beauty.” 

4thly. Tf we wouldattain to the Love of 
God, we .muſt endeavour, by the conſtant 
Prattice of what is apreeableto his Nature,to 
reconcile'our Minds and Tempers to it.For 
whilſt 'our Minds are averſe to the PerfeCti- 
ons, of his - Nature, to the Juſtice, Parity, 
and Goodneſs of it.the molt powerful Motives 
of his Love and Benevolence will never be 
able to beget in us an hearty Complacencey 
inhim, We may admirehis Lovetous,and be 
ſometimes moved by the conſideration of 
it into, -z7ghty Tranſports of jcxſ#zive Paſſhon ; 
but *ris:impoſſible we ſhould ever attain to 
a fix*d and permanent Delight in him till we 
are reconciled to his Nature. For all :rze 
andecornftant T ove is founded ina Likeneſs of 
Natures; and therefore till we are in fome 
Meaſure god-like, till we are pare as he is 
pare, juZt as he is ju, good and merciful as 
he is good and merciful, we have. not as yet 
ſo much as laid the Foundation of divine 
Love ; nay we are fo tar from hat, that we 
D d are 
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are under a prevalent Repugnancy and Anti- 
pathy to the divide Nature. Wherefore 
if ever we would be ſincere and hearty Lov- 
ers of God, we muſt reſolve to betake our 
ſelves to theconſtent Prattice of all thoſe e- 
ternal Lawsot Goodneſs that are founded 
in his blefſed Nature ; which if we do, and 
perſiſt in our Reſolution, we ſhall find the 
Praftice of them will by Degrees reader 
them firſt zollerable, then eaſie, then delight- 
ful, then natural to us. And when: once 
the Laws of God's Nature arethus trazſcr:- 
bed and copyed into ours, when our Hearts 
and his ſtand bent the ſame Way, and are 
for the ain alike rmclinedand diſpoſed; then 
weare prepared for divine Love, made pro- 
per and conventent Fuel to receive that hea- 
venly Flame.For as when God fees himſelf in 
us, his Goodneſs, Purity and Holineſs ſtampt 
and impreſſed upon our Natures, he is in- 
clined by his own Self-love to be pleaſed 
with, and take Complacency 1n us ; 
ſo when we come to ſee owr ſelves in God, 
to ſee all that in him for which we value 
our ſelves, and to fee it all in the utmoſt 
Perfection in him which is yet ſo imperfett 
in our ſelves ; our own Self-love will exdear 
him to us and wg our Souls with an ave 
vigorous T.ove to him. Wherefore, if we 
would love God, les us live in the Revs 
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of all god-like Virtues till by accuſtoming 
our ſelves thereunto we have conquered 
our own Repugnancics and Antipathies to 
his bleſſed Nature ; and then our Hearts will 
ſtand opez to his Love, and weſhall feel it 
enter into us, and infinuate it ſelf into our 
Wills and AﬀeRtions, like a ſprightful and 
ative Flame, till it hath all inflaacd them 
with Love, and comverted them intoits own 
Subſtance. 

5thly. And laſtly, If we would acquire 
this heavenly Virtue, to all the forez0iz Di- 
reions, we muſt add conſtant and earne;t 
Prayer to Goa For when we have done 
all, it 1s moſt certain that without the Af- 
filtance of this Grace we cannotlove him :; 
but if we do all, and then implore and Sup- 
plicate his Aſſiſtance,we have as much At- 
{urance of it, as the Promiſe of Truth it 
ſelf can give us. If therefore we have a 
hearty Mind to love him, we ſhall both do 
24r own Part towards it, and earneſtly im- 
plore him to do his. For fo when we 
petition for our dzily Bread, we do not ' 
ſay our Prayers, and then {it down with 
our Hands in our Boſoms , expeQing 
that Bread ſhould drop from Heaven into 
our Mouths ; but we prelently betake our 
{elves to ſome hoxeſt Imployment,and there- 
in diligently endeavour to obtain what we 
Dd 2 pray 
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pray for. And the ſame Courſe we {hall 
take if we deſire to love God with the ſame 
Sincerity as we deſire Food : We ſhall pray 
and exdeavonr, and endeavour and pray ; we 
ſhould be diligent in doing what-1s in or 
Power, and be importunate with God to do 
what is only in h#., And certainly did we 
but know the Worth of this heavenly Vir- 
tue, this Soul and Cneen of all other Graces, 
we ſhould count 20 Prayers, zo Tears, xo 
Endeavours too much to purchaſe and ob- 
tain it, Did we but- confider how «ſefut 
and delightful it 1s, how at once it entices 
and inlivens Men, what a powerful Byaſs it 
claps upon their Hearts to incline them to 
their Duty, and with what Joy and Chear- 
tuloeſs it carries. them through the greareſf 
Difficulties, and turns their; Toils into 
Recreations ; how itc/ears and ſmooths their 


' Countenance, revives and elevates their 


Hearts : Did Men, Tfay, but conſider this, 
they would give neither themſelves nor 
Heaven Relt till they felt their co/d and /ug- 
i/þ Souls inſpired and animated with 1t. 
Wherefore to all our Endeavours after it, 
letus joyn our earzeſt Prayers to God that 
he would kindle our /zp:4 Hearts, and 
couch our co/d Aﬀections with an outſtretch- 
ca Ray from himſelf; that he would con- 
quer our Repugnance to him,and RE 
US 
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his Love and Beauty to our Souls in ſuch 
affecting and atiraitive Forms as may not 
tail to captivate ouggTearts, and ſubdueour 
obſtinate Wills that have fo long heldour 
againſt all the Storms and Batteries of his 
endearing Goodnels. And if we thus pray, 
and thus exdeavour, and perſevere in 69th, 
we {hall at length moſt certainly feel this 
heavenly Grace ſpringing up within us, and 
growing on to Maturity by 2ſezſible De- 
orees, till at laſt it hath gotten an; extire 
Poſſeſſion ofour Souls, and ſubducd all our 
Powers and Afﬀections to it's ſweet and bleſ- 
ſed Empire;And then we ſhall feel our ſelves 
acted in Religion by a zewSoul, and carried 
on through all its weary Stages with an = 
ſpeakable Life and Vigour; thenall our DNu- 
ty. will. be zataralized to us, and we {hall 
do God's Will upon Ear: with almoſt the 
ſame Chearfulneſs and Alacrity, as it is 
done by our bleſſed Brethren wm Heavez:, 
Which God of his :afizite Mercy grant : To 
whom be Honour, &#. 


P s A L $i. 7. 


For the Righteous Lord loveth Regbteouſ- 
_ 


Y Righteouſneſs here ſome Expoſitors 
underſtand the Righteouſnefs of 
Puniſhment ; becauſe inthe forego- 
ing Verſe it is ſaid, apo the wick- 

ed he ſhall rain ſnares, Fire and Brimftone, 
&c. and then it follows why he ſhall do 
it ; for the Righteous Lord loveth Righteouſ- 
zeſs : But ——_— the whole; I rather 
believe that by Righteoaſneſs here is meant 
Righteouſneſs of Lifeand Manners : For it 
ſeems more probable that the Text is a Rea- 
ſon of the two former Verſes, than of that 
immediately foregoing ; but the whole that 
is aſſerted 1s this, che Lordtryeth the Righte- 
ous ; but the wicked and himthat loveth Vio- 
lence, his Soul hateth, Upon the wicked he 
ſhall rain ſnares, &c. As if he ſhould have 
ſaid; there is a va#t Difference between 
Gods dealing with the Righreozss and the 
Ii/icked ; for though ſometimes he afflias 
the Rizneazs, vet "tis only to prove and 
try them, aud torender their Virtue more 

eXEM> 
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' exemplary and illuſtrious; but as for the 


Wicked, when he rains down Puniſhments 
on them, it is out of a ja# Hatred and In- 
_ aint them. And the Reaſon 
why he is thus differently affected towards 
thele different Perſons is, becauſe of the dif- 
ferexmt AﬀeQtion he bears towards their e@-- 
trary Qualifications ; he loves the Ryz/re- 
owuſneſs of the Righteous, and that makes 
hm chaſtenthem im love, and for &/#d and 
mercifel Ends and Purpoſes ; but he hates 
the Wickednefs of the Wicked, and that 
makes ham proceed againſt them with ſo 
much Wrath and Severity. So that by 
Riphteouſneſs here he means that Goodneſs 
and Virtue which is inherent in righteous 
Perſons, is evident from what follows ; 
the righteous Lord loveth righteouſneſs, his 
countenance doth behold the upright ; that is, 
he Tooks upon them with a moſt gracious 
and benevolent Aſpett; which /atter Words 
bemg only a faller Exemplification of the 
former, plainly ſhew that by the Righreouſ- 
neſs mentioned in them 1s meant the Righ- 
tevuſnefſs of ri2hteows Perſons, and conſe- 
quently that it doth not ſignify the Righte- 
ouſneſs of Puniſhment , but the Righteoul- 
neſs of Mazzers : By which we are not to 
underſtand that ſingle Virtue of Hoxeſty or 
Juſtice, but all the Virtues, or Virtue in 
Dd x4 the 
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the general in its #/--0# Compaſs and Lati- 
tude. For ſoin the ſacred Dialect it is very 
ſeal to expreſs the whole; Duty of:Man by 
Righteouſneſs. So Prov, 14. 34- Righteouſ- 
neſs exalteh a Nation, but, Sin ts ,a reproach 
to any People ; where the-Oppoſition plain- 
ly implies that by Ryghreouſneſs we. are to 
underſtand all that is:contrary to Sin}; that 
is, all that is contained - within the Com- 
paſs of our Duty. -Sb-alſo Heb. 1. g. thou 
haſt loved Righteouſneſs, * and hated Iniquity ; 
where Righteouſpe s\ being oppoſed to 
'«rouie, or Franſgreſſion of the Law in ge- 
neral, muſt according to the Rule of Oppo- 
ſition be underſtogd xn; the /ame Latitude to 
ſignify all Obediencg to the Law in gene- 
ral. And indeed all our Duty being a »4- 
tural and eternal Due, either to God, our 
Neighbour, or our ſetves, the whole may 
very well be expreſſed by Righteouſneſs, the 
Periormance of every one of them being 
an Act of ſtrict Juitice, the Payment of a 
due Debt, either to our ſelves or ofbers. 
The Meaning therefore of the Words-4s 
this ; God, who hunſelf is infinitely pare, 
and holy, and gooa, 15 'a conſtant hearty L.0- 
ver of Parity and Gooazeſsin others where- 
ſoever he ſees or finds 1t.. - In the Manage- 
ment of which Argument TI ſhall do theſe 
two Things ; | 


1. Shew 
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T7. Shew you'upon what: Principles and 
Reaſons . God 1s a Lover of Virtue and 
Goodneſs. | | 

2, 'Whar Indications he hath giventothe 
World that he is {0. ' it 

x. T ſhall ſhew.you upon what Princt- 
ples and Reaſons. God is a Lover of Virtue 
and Goodneſs; and they are principally 
theſe Four. 

1. He loves Righteouſneſs, or Good- 
neſs as it 1s an eſſeztial PerfeQtion of 
his own Nature. 

2,/ He lovesit as it is the azz Princt- 
ple and Foundation of his ow7 Hap- 
pinelſs. +. \ 

3. He loves it as 1t 1s that which ex- 
alrs all other Creatures into his owr 
Likeneſs and Reſemblance. 

4. He loves it as 1t is the Spring or 
Cauſe from whence the higheſt Hap- 
pineſs of his moſt beloved Creatures 1s 

. derived. 

T/t.. God loves Righteouſneſs, or Good- 
neſs as.it is an eſſential PerfeQtion of his owz: 
Nature. . For ſuppoſing 'Godto be a rea- 
{onable Being, as.all acknowledge him tobe 
who acknowledge him at all,. he muſt be 
in all Reſpes moſt perfeAly reaſonable, 0- 
therwiſe he would be- deficient of that natu- 
ral Pertettion which the very Notion {rw 
9-25] 4 


— - 
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Idea of God imphes; and if he be perfectly 
reaſonable, he muſt be ſuppoſed to govern 
himſelf, his Chorces , Motions and Ations 
by the zrueft, beft, and pureſt Reaſon: And 


herein conſiſts the perfet# Holineſs and 


Righteouſneſs which the Efſexce and Noti- 
on of God umplies, in a perfect Conformity 
of all his Choices and Attions to the eternal 
and ifallible Reaſon of his own Mind, in 
chuſing to do every thing which right Rea- 
fon requires, and refafing to do any thing 
which it forbids. And thisis fo efſentia/to 
God, that toexclude it outof the Notion of 
bimism Effect todeny his Being, or which 
is worſe,to fancy him an Almightyblind Po- 
lyphemms, that hath an Arm of :»fizite Force, 
bur no Eye in his Head to guid or direct 
it, When therefore we fubmit all our 
Chotces and Attionsto the Condutt and Go- 
vernment of right Reaſon, we fear our 
Courſe by Gods Compaſs, and live and 
move by theſelf-fame Rule whereby he go- 
verns himſelf, and all his Motions. And 
when wedo what God would have us, we 
are ſure to do what righe Reaſon requires, 
becauſe weare fure he would have us do 
nothing but” what . is agreeable with the 57:- 


fallible Reafon of his own Mind. When 


therefore we fubmirour Wills ro God*s,our 
Wills and hisare governed by the JeFſeme 
caſ0n, 


| 
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Reaſon, even by the moſt perfect Reaſon of 
his All-comprehending Mind,whichnever can 
deceive or be deceived. And when our 
Wills, Aﬀeitions and Inclinations ate. once 
reduced under the Government of God's 
Reaſon, we ate of the ſave Temper witft 
God, becauſe weare formed and tempered 
by the ame Reaſon; we are affetted and 
inclined ashe his, and are made Partakers 
of his divine Nature ; we are pure as he is 
pure, and holy as he 1s holy, and do commu- 
nicate with him m all that Righteouſneſs 
and Goodnefs which is the eſſexrial Glory 
and Perfeftion of his owns Nature. So that 
Holineſs and Righteouſneſs in + being on- 
ly a Ray and Repreſentation of God, it 15 no 
more Wonder that heloves it than that he 
loves himſelf, it being nothmg but himſelf 
derived, his own Perfettioncopyed out and 
tranſcribed into our Temper and Natures. 
Were the Sex a living Being, we cannot 
imagine but as he would be infinitely plea(- 
ed with his own mherent Brightneſs, ſo he 
would be RY delighted to behold that 
vat t which he diffuſes 
A about him; to fee his own awt- 
ſtretch'd Rays ſhining through this Sparion 
World, and glorifying withtheir quick Re- 
fleftions all thoſe dark and opaqueBodies that 
are continually moving round about him, 
How 
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How then can we imagine that the {iviz 
God, who is infinitely g/ori0 in Holineſs 


himſelf, and:loves himſelf infinitely for be-. 
wg can without va# Delight and Satis-' 


10n behold his owz Beauty, Light, and 
Purity, ſhining on the Face. of his Crea- 
tures; - thathe ſhould not be examoaured with 
the Reflexions of that which is the Bright- 
neſs of his ow» Being, and take izfizite Com- 
FRcency when he looks down from his 
hrone, and beholds his Creatures gilded 
with his Rays, and glorifyed with his ow7 
Glory ? For if God love .himfelf, he muſt 
love what is /uztab/e to himſelf; and conſe- 
quently ſince himſelf is Rzzhteons, he muſt 
love Righteouſneſs, or quarrel with, the 
Perfeftion. of. his ow» Nature. And this 
Reaſon of his. Love of Righteouſneſs is im- 
plied inthe very Words, The righteors Lord 
toveth rirkgidn ſoaks 
2/y. He: loves Righteouſneſs and tree 
Goodneſs, as it is the 94iz Principle. and 
Foundation of his ows Happineſs. For if 
he were. not jt, and holy. and good, he 
would be a miſerable Being, notwithitand- 
ing. all. his Power and Knowledge ; for 
though, by theſe he:might defend himſelf 
from all farezgzz Hurt or/Jajury, yet could 
he not ſecure his ow Content by them, or 
enjoy himſelf with any. Peace or Pleaſure. 
For 


}- 
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For perfeet Holineſs, as I haveſhewed you, 
conliſts. in an exa&# Conformity of Actions 
to the eternal: Rules of Reaſon; but God 
having a full and perfet#t Comprehenſion of 
the eternal Reaſons of Things, could never 
be; fatisfied> with himſelf 1f he ſhould a# 
Unreaſonably, -becauſe his Reaſon would 
condemn his Practice, and lis owz Know- 
ledge would bel: and apbraid him. For 
whenever he refleted on himſelf, his own 
All:-ſeeins Eyei would detecthim, and by 
unmaKing. the Deformity of his Actions 
would render him.an inglorioz5 Spectacle to 
himſelf. How: then could he enjoy hum- 
lelt, whilſt in the Glaſs of his ow! Omniſci- 
ence he beheld. himſelf ſo odioully Repre- 
ſented ? What : Content could. he take in 
his oa Choices and Aaions, whilſt his 
own; infallible Reaſon diſapproved them, 
and their Unreaſonablneſs expoſed them to 
the ja Reproaches of his oy "Mind ? No 
certainly, ſhould he: any ways {werve in 
his own Choices,  Aﬀections, or Actions 
from the ererzal-Reaſon of his .owz Mind , 
he would be fo far from being pleaſed with 
himſelf, that he would be his own eterzal 
Torment; and that finite Reaſon which 
he himſelf cannot deceive or impoſe on, 
would fo Expoſe and Shame him, that 


wWhenſoever he reviewed himſelt he won 
e 
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be fure to appear a moſt gaſtly SpeRtacle in 
his own Eyes. That rele which renders 
him fo infinitely heppy an himſelf, is not fo 
much the Power he hath to defend himſelf 
from foreigy Hurts and Injuries, as the ex- 
# Agreement of all his Motions and AQi- 
ons with the «/l-comprehending Reaſon of 
his own: Mind. He always what is 
beff, and what he ſo ſees he always chuſes 
and affetts ; and this makes him perfeaty 
fatighed with _— _ fills __ with 
infinite Joy and Comp . hen e- 
—_ he Fax ow himſelf mn lebnina Mirrcr 
of his own Mind, he diſcerns nothing in 
himſelf but what is nfinitely /ovely and ami- 
«be, nothing but what exattly correſponds 
with the faireff Idea of his own infinite 
Reaſon ; every Thing in him is as it ſhould 
be, every Motion and every AQtion ſoper- 
fealy good and exattly reaſonable, that his 
own all-ſjeeing Eye can diſcern no poſſible 
Degree of Perfe&tion wanting in them ; 
__ this makes him finitely pleaſed with 
himſelf, 2fizirely joyed and contented in 
the Proſpect of his owx Beauty and Glory. 
Sothat God's Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, or 
which is the ſame Thing, the exact Agree- 
ment of his Chorces and Atrons with the in- 
fallible Reaſon of his ow Mind, being the 
Principle and eter-al Spring of his Happi- 


neſs, 
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neſs, it is no Wonder if he loves it where- 
ſoeverhe findsit; for how ſhould he forbear 
being pleaſed and delighted with it, when he 
hath ack a continued Experiment of the 


_ bleſſed EfleRts of it in his ow» Boſom ; whea 


he feels himſelf made happy —_— and hath 
every Moment a freſh Reliſh of the Joys 
and Pleaſures which reſult from it? Can 
he be fo njenfible of his own» Happinels as 
not'to be enamoured with the b/efſed Cauſe 
of it? Or can the Tree be :zna;fferext to him, 
when the Fruit of1t is ſo infinitely gratefal? 
No certainly, it is mpoſſible but that the 
eternal Senſe he hath mn himielt of the Joy, 


- the Pleaſure, the Bliſs of being holy, ſhould 


infinitely endear Holinefs to him, and en- 
gage his Soul in an everlaſting Love of it. 
34ly. God loves Righteouſneſs as it ts an 
Improvement and Exaltation: of his Crea- 
turesinto his ow# Laikeneſsand Reſemblance. 
Every Being that loves it ſelt;naturally af- 
— far as it is abke, " derive it elf, 
to et its own Image and pr ate its 
own Likeneſs and Repmblenter: which is 
an-mwediate Conſequence of that Principle 
of Self-love that is m us, which inclines us 
to encreaſe and wwltiply our ſelves, and dif- 
fuſe and ſpread owr own Tempers and Na- 
tures. And no Wonder then that God, 
Who is the be# of Beings, and whoſe Love 


to 
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to himſelf is as finite as his' owz Beauties 
and PerfeQions, ſhould affe&t to derive-and 
communicate himſelf, to beget and propagate 
his own moſt a»/able Image in his Crea- 
tures.” The finite Love which he bears 
to himſelf cannot but engage- him to /ike 
and approve his owz Likeneſs; and what 
he /ikes he muſt needs be inclined to pro- 
duce where it is not, and to love where it 
is. But now Righteouſneſs, being' that 


»oral Attribute which compriſes all thoſe 


PerfeQtions of his Nature, wherem'the' 
Beauty and Glory of it conſiſts, is the-only 


Accomplithment that can render a Crea- 
ture /ike him in that which renders him fo 


_ infinitely /ovelyin his ow Eyes. Asfor Omni-: 


potence, Onmiſcence, Eternity, and  Omni-. 


preſence, they are amiable-only as they are 
crowned with ifizite Righteouſneſs and 
Goodneis, and ab{tratted-trom theſe they 
have nothing of Form 'or Comelineſs in 

them. That therefore which moulds: us into 
a Reſemblanceiof God, and renders us like 
himin that which is theBeauty of all his orher 
Attributes, is Righteouſneſs; and therefore 
this he muit loveit he love himſelf, becauſe 
tis his own Image : As for Power, and Kio 
ledge, and length of Daration, though we 


ſhould partake of them with him to. the 


higheſt Degree that is poſible for Creatures, 
| | yet 
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yet we may be infinitely «like him; for ſo 
the Devils are, who yet are liberally en- 
dowed with theſe natural Perfettions of the 
Divinity; but the more they imploy their 
Power and Kowledgeto aunrighteous Purpoſes, 
the more «zgodlike they are for being power- 
fal and knowing; and then => are X7ow- 


ledge and Power goa-like Perfections, when 


Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs is their Scope 
wy Role ; for without theſe they are only 
the Perfe&tions of Devzls ; but good and righ- 


* teous Devils are Contradictions in Terms, 


Since therefore *tis Righteouſneſs only that 
can ſtamp us goa-like Creatures, God muſt 
needs love it out of that yazaral Inclination 
which he and all other Beings have to pro- 
pagate his own Likeneſs. For without . 
Righteouſneſs no Creature can reſemble ' 
him ; and therefore if he love to be re- 
ſembled, as he muſt needs do, becauſe 
he loves himſelf, he muſt love zhat which 
gives the Reſemblance; and hw, and 
= only 15 Righteouſneſs and rue Good- 

neſs. 
4thly. And laſtly. God loves Righteoul- 
neſs as it is the Spring or Cauſe from whence 
the -/2heſt Happinels of his Creatures is de- 
rived, For he loves Beings more or leſs 
according to their 2ztrinſick Worth and 
Yalue; and doubtleſs of all Orders of Be- 
Ee 1ngs 
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ings there are none ſo valuable as the ratio- 
zal;, and therefore if he love theſe moſt,he 
cannot but be deſirous of their Happineſs ; 
and.ifhe be, - he cannot but love that which 
is the Spring and Cauſe of it, and this is 
univerſal Righteouſneſs. For the Founda- 


tion of our Happineſs muſt neceſſarily be - 


laid in the Perfection of our Natures, and 
our Natures being rational the Perfe&tion 
of them muſt” conſiſt in a perfect Comply- 
ance -of- all their Powers and Faculties 
with the eternal Rules of Reaſon, which is 
all one with «xiverſa! Righteouſneſs. For 
doubtleſs the highet Perfection of reaſonable 
Faculties is to a& molt reaſonably, and 
then they a&t molt reaſonably when they 
govern themſelves by the archaxgable Laws 
of Righteouſneſs, Righteouſneſs therefore 
being our Perfection as we are reaſonable 
Beings muſt neceſſarily be the Spring and 
Principle of our Happineſs, and 'tis as im- 
poſſible for us to be happy without it as *tis 
to be well in Sickneſs, or at Eaſe under Pain. 
For to the Happineſs of every Nature that 
Is capable of being happy two Things are 
requiſite ; Firſt, that there be no diſorder 
within it ſelf; that its Parts and Faculties 
be not diſtempered, nor their Your and 
Aeivity leflened and abated: Secondly , 
that all it's Facalties be imployed and __ 
Cite 
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ciſed about ſuch Objects as are moſt grate” 
fal and ſuitable to their Natures; upon both 
which Accounts Righteouſneſs 1s moſt ze- 
ceſſary to the Happineſs of every reaſonable, 


| Nature. For in the fr Place, *tis Righ- 


teouſneſs that reQifies all their Diſorders, 
and reducesthem to their 24tive and molt 
genuine Temper. No reaſonable Nature 15 
well, and in Health, ſo long as 1t a&ts un- 
reaſonably and unrighteoully ; it's Pulle 
beats diſorderly while it beats either fa5ter 
or flower than Right Reaſon preſcribes, whule 
it as either on this ſide or beyond the 
Medium, in the Defect, or Excejs of Virtue ; 
and whilit *tis thus ſick and differpered, *ris 
1mpoſſible 1t ſhould be Happy. But now by 
ating righteouſly it revives and grows 
well again; 1t throws off thoſe unreaſonable, 
and conſequently wzzatzral Inclinations 
that clogg'd and obſtructed all its regzlar 
Motions, and by Degrees recovers to the 
ative Temper and Complectionof a ratio- 
al Nature; and when once it hath pertect- 
ly diſcharged it ſelf of all thoſe azreafonable 
and arri2 bteors Humours that diſordered it, 
it will then live in perfec# Health and Eaſe, 
and all its /2gziſhizg Faculties be reito- 
red to their zataral V igour and Activity, 
And then ſecondly, as Righteouſneſs reco- 
vers us from all the Diitempers of our Na- 

Ee 2 ture 
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ture, ſo it imploys and exerciſes our Fa- 
cultiesabout ſuch Objects as are moſt grate- 
fal and ſuitable to them. For Truth and 
true Goodneſs are the ozly Objects that can 
gratify a reaſonable Nature ating reaſona- 
ly; and about theſe doth Righteouſneſs 
naturally diſpoſe our Faculties to imploy 
and exerciſe themſelves ; it diſpoſes our 
Unaerſiandings to —_ upon, and 
our Wills to embrace and chuſe that God who 
is the Fountain of all 'Truth and Goodneſs : 
For every Thing loves its- own /ike, and 
what it loves, it 1s inclined to think on. 
So that when we are rizhteous, as God is, we 
ſhall naturally love him, becauſe he is /ke 
us; and then our Love to him will 1till in- 
cline our Thoughts to the Contemplation of 
his Beauty and Glories, and fo the more 
righteous we grow the more we ſhall love 
him, and the wore we love him the more 
our Underitandings will beenclined to me- 
ditate upon him, and ſo wore and more till 
we arrive at that C:ty of Viſio where we 
{hall ſee him Face to Face, and be eternally 
raviſhed with the Love and Contemplation 
of him. . Thus Righteouſneſs you ſee is the 
Springand Caule of our Happineſs, and be- 
ing ſo, he muſt needs love it, who above 
all things deſires and fſollicits our Welfare : 
For he being perfectly happy from himſelf, 
Ccan- 
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cannot need our Miſery to augment his 
Happineſs ; and therefore cannot deſire it; 
but on the contrary, he muſt deſire our 
Happineſs out of that zfizize Complacency 
and Delight which he takes in his own, it 
being impoſſible that he whoſe Delight 
and Love is always founded on the ſame 
Motives ſhould delight in contrary Objects, 
in different Subjeas, in Happineſs in him- 
ſelf, and Meryin his Creatures: And it he 
deſire our Happineſs, as moſt certainly he 
doth, how can he forbear to love and take 
Complacency in that which contributes {o 
much to it ? Thus you ſee upon what Rea- 
ſons and Principles it is that God 1s fo firm a 
Lover of Righteouſneſs. 

2. Inow proceed in the Second Place to 
ſhew you what Indications he hath given 
the World of his ſteady Aﬀettion and Good- 
will to Righteouſneſs. Now theſe, though 
they are many and almoſt zzfinite, may be 
reduced to 'T'wo gexeral Heads. 1ſt. The 
zuatural Indications; 2aly. The Swupernatu- 
ral ones : Of both which I ſhall endeavour 
togive you ſome brief Account. 

| 1. God hath given us Sundry natural In. 

dications of his Love of Righteouſneſs ; 
all which I ſhall reduce to theſe Four 
Heads ; 
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1. He hath imprizted a Taw upon our 
Natures which approves of righteous 
Actions, and condemns their contra- 
ries. 

2, He hath exdued our Minds with a 
grateful Senſe of righteons Actions, and 
a zatura! Horror of their contraries. 

3. He hath coupled good Eftefts toall righ- 
teoes Actions, and bad ones to their con- 
traries. | 

4. He hath implanted in us natural A- 
bodings of the fature Reward of righ- 
reous Actions, and the future Puniſh- 
ment 6ftheir contraries, ah 


1//. One Indication of God's Love of 


ighteouſneſs 15 his 7mprinting a Taw up- 
on our Natures which approves all r/ghte- 
ous Attions, and diſapproves their contra- 
ries; and this Law 1s that 2atwral Reaſon 
which is either corzate with our Under- 
ſtanding, or doth immediately reſult from 
the 712 hteous Uſe and Exerciſe of it. For 
ſuch ts the Frame of our Underitandings 
that whenſoever we impartially reaſoz a- 
bout Things, we are forced to diſtinguiſh 
berween Good and Evil, and without of- 
tering 7z:/ir:te Violence to our Faculties we 
. can never perſuade our ſelves, that to b/1j- 
Dlcme Goa, Or tO reverence him, to tre or 
ipeak Truth, to honor our Parents, or to 
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ſeorn or deſpitefully «ſe them, are rndiffe- 
rent Things; for as ſoonas we open the 
Eye of our Reaſon, we immediately dif- 
cern ſuch an «cfſential Difference between 
them, as forces us to condemn the One, 
and approve the Other : And hencewe ſee 
that as for the great Strokes of Unrighte- 
ouſneſs, they have as much the «niverſal 
Judgment of our Reaſon againſt them, as 
any falſe Concluſion in the Mathematicks ; 
whereas the Goodneſs of their contrary Vr- 
tues is as univerſally Acknowledged by us 
as the Truth of any fir/f Principle of Philo- 
ſophy. God therefore having created us 
with ſuch a Faculty as doth A neceſlarily 
paſs ſuch a contrary Judgment upon r:ighte- 
ous and wnrighteous Attions, we mult ei- 
ther ſay that he hath made us judge falſely 
or elſe acknowledge this Judgment to be 
hisas wellas the Faculty that made it ; and 
if it be, then *tis a ſ#fficzext Indication of his 
Love of Righteouſneſs, that he hath fo 
framed our Faculties, that without —_ 
Violence they cannot but approve ofit. For 
whatſoever our Faculties do naturally 
Speak, they are made to ſpeak from the 
Author of Nature ; they only ſpeak what 
he hath Dictated to them, _ ſo what they 
ſay he ſays, who hath put his Word into 
their Mouths, and hath made them ſpeal; 
Ee 4 It. 
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it. Our Faculties therefore being God's 
Oracles, whatſoever they freely and natu- 
rally pronounce 1s as much his Wordas any 
outward Revelation. Since therefore they 
{o unanimouſly pronounce their Approba- 
tzon of Righteouineſs, it is as p/aiz a Signi- 
ſication of God's Love and Approbation of 
it, as if hehimfelt ſhould immedately pro- 
nounce it by a Voice from Heavez. 

2ly. Another Indication of God's Love 
of Righteouſneſs, is his exdains our Minds 
with a grateful Senſe of rightzous Actions, 
and a zatural Horror of thefr Contraries. 
We find that antecedently to all our Rea- 
ſoning and Diſcourſe, there is ſomething in 
our Natures to which Virtue is a grateful 
Thing, and its Contraries very zauſeousand 
loathſome ; tor thus before we are capable 
of Reaſoning our ſelves into any Pleaſure or 
Diſpleaſure, our Nature 1s rejoyced at a 
kind or a ju ACtion, either in our ſelves 
er others, before we can ſpeak, or are capa- 
ble of being allured by. Hope, or awed by 
CorreGtion. We are ſenſibly pleaſed when 
we ſee we have pleaſured thoſe that-have 
obliged us,and as ſenſibly orieved when we 
are c0z{c:ous of having Grieved and Offend- 
ed them. ' We love to ſee thoſe fare well 
whom we have ſeen deſerve well, and when 
any «xjuii Violence 1s offered them our 
ive Na» 
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Nature ſhrinksat and abhors it. We pity 
and compaſſhonate the Miſerable, when we 
know not why, and are ready to offer at 
their Relief, when we can give no Reaſon 
for it ; which is a p/aiz Evidence that theſe 
Things proceed not merely either from our 
Education, or deliberate Choices, butfrom 
ſome xatural Inftin&t antecedent to both, 
and that in the very Frame of our Nature 
there is implanted by the Author of it a 
Sympathy with Virtue and an Artipathy to 
Vice. And hence it is, that inthe Begin- 
nings of Sin 'our Nature is ſo ſhy of an evil 
Action, and doth ſo /tartle and boggle at it; 
that it approaches jt with ſuch a modeſt 
Coyneſs, and goes bluſhing to it like a 
Virgin to an Adulterers Bed ; that it paſſes 
into Sin with ſuch Regret and Reluttancy, 
and looks back upon it with ſuch Shameand 
Confuſion ; which in our texder Years,when 
we are not as yet arrived to the. Exerciſe of 
our Underſtandings,cannot be ſuppoſed to 
proceed from Reaſon or Conſcience, but 
from ſome ſecret Inſtin&t of Nature, which 
by theſe and fuch like Indications declares 
it ſelf violated and offended. And this plain- 
ly ſhews the m2/2hty Reſpect that God hath 
ro Righteouſneſs, that he hath woven into 
our Beings ſuch a grateful Senſe of it, and 
ſuch a Horror of its Contraries. For this 
natu- 
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nataral Senſe was doubtleſs intended by 
God to be the fir ff Guide of humane Nature, 
that ſo when as yet *tis not capable of fol- 
lowing Reaſon and Conſcience, it might 
be led on to Righteouſneſs by its own ze- 
ceſſsry InſtinRs ; that theſe might diſpoſe 
us to our Duty, 'and keep us out of all 
wicked Prejudices, tilt-we-eome under the 
Conduct of our Reaſon ; that ſo this may 
then lead us forward with more Eaſe and 
' Facility in the Paths of Righteouſneſs. 
What a p/a;z Indication therefore is this of 
God's Love of Righteouſneſs, that he hath 
taken ſo much Care to incline our Natures 
to it, that he hath not only given us rea- 
fonable Faculties that do naturally dire& 
us to Righteouſneſs, but hath alſo taken fo 
much Care to lead us to it by Inſtinct, till 
we are grown up to the Exerciſe of thoſe 
Faculties, and are capable of being guided 
by them? 

;ly. Another Indication of God's Love 
of Righteouſneſs is his coupling good Eftes 
to rig/1e0s Actions, and bad ones to their 
Contraries. For it-we conſult the Conlſe- 

uents of hare Actions, we ſhall gene- 
rally find that all »ora/ Good reſolves into 
natural, in the Health and the Pleaſure, the 
Credit and Tranguility of thoſe that pra- 
Qiſe it. For ſo rhe firſt Great Mover in 
that 
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that Courſe and Series of Things which he 
hath eſtabliſhed in the World, hath order- 
ed anddiſpoſed it, thatevery Action which 
is zorally Good, ſhould ordinarily tend. to, 
and determine in ſome xataral Benefit and 
Advantage ; that the 200d Government of 
every Paſſion ſhould tend to the Tranqui- 
lity of our Minds, and the due Regulation 
ofevery Appetite center in the Health and 
Pleaſure of our Bodies ; that Abſtinence and 
Humility, Honeſty and Charity ſhould have 
happy EfteQts chained to them, that they 
ſhould contribute to our Good both private 
and publick ; and that their contrary Vices 
ſhould be always pregnant with ſome 
miſchievous Inconvenience; that they ſhould 
either untune the Org22s of our Reaſon, or 
impair the Vigour and Attivity ofour Tem- 
pers, or ?mbroil the Peace and Tranquility 
of our Minds, or /zvade the Common-weal 
of Societies, which includes the Intereſt of 
each particular Member. Such contrary 
EffeQts as theſe are as neceſſary to wvertuous 
and vicious Actions in that Courſe of 
Things which God hath eſtabliſhed, as 
Light 1s to the Sun, or Heat tothe Fire ; by 
which ' he hath plainly demonſtrated how 
contrarily he is affefted to thoſe contrary 
Cauſes. For by thoſe natural Goods and 
Evils which are appendent to humane A- 
ions, 
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tions, he hath plainly d:fingaiſhed them 
into pony Goobs = ſing gary thoſe 
goodand bad Effects which he hath annexed 
to them aremoſt /exſeble Marks of his Love 
ofthe oze, and his Hatred of the other, For 
to be ſure he would never have made 
Righteouſneſs the Cauſe of ſo much good to 
us, ifhe had not Jovedit ; nor Wickednefs 
the Spring of ſo many Miſchiefs and Incon- 
veniences,if he had not hated and abhorred 
it, The EffeQts of Righteouſneſs are ordi- 
narily a Reward, and the Conſequents of 
Sin a Paxiſhment to it ſelf, and this by 
God's own Order and Diſpoſal; and pray 
by what Significations can a Law-gzver 
more effeQtually declare his Love and Ha- 
tred of ACtions than by rewarding and: 

puniſhing them ? | 
4thly, And laſtly. Another Indication of 
God's L ove of Righteouſneſs, is the zataral 
Preſages and Abodings which he hath 
implanted in our Natures of the future Re- 
ward of righteous Actions, and the future 
Puniſhment of their Contraries. That 
there are ſuch Abodings as theſe in humaze 
Nature isapparent by this, that antecedent- 
ly to all 4/vize Revelation, Men of all Ages, 
Nations and Religions have felt and experi- 
enced them ; yea, andthotithath been ex- 
perienced not only among the pol:ter and 
| niore 
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more /earned Nations, who may be ſuppo- 
ſed to be perſuaded of a future State by the 
probable Arguments of Philoſophy ; but alſo 
among the moſt barbarous and uncultivated, 
who cannot be ſuppoſed to have believed 
it upon Principles of Reaſon: For though 
ſome of them have been ſo r«de as to dis- 
band Society, and live like Beaſts without 
Laws and Government ; yet have they 
not been ableto extinguiſh theſe their 2at«- 
ral Hopes and Fears of future Rewards and 
Puiſhments ;' which is an a7axſwerable Evi- 
dence how deeply the Senſe of another 
World is imprinted upon humane Nature. 
And as we have ſuch a zataral Senſe of a fa- 
ture State as we cannot eaſily ſtifle, ſo our 
Minds do naturally abode that we ſhall 
fare well or ill in it according as we behave 
our ſelves righteouſly or unrighteouſly 1n 
this Life, When we do well and reflect 
upon it, it leaves a delicious Farwel on our 
Minds; our Conſcience {miles and promiſes 
glorious Things that we ſhall reap from it, 
olt happy and bleſſed Fruits in the other 
orld. And as the Senſe of doing wel 
doth naturally ſuggeſtto us the moſt raviſh- 
ing Hopes and 61:5ful ExpeQaations, 1o the 
ſenſe of doing i//fills our Minds with ſad and 
dire Preſages; our Conſcience abodes us a 
black and woful Eternity wherein we _ 
dearly 
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dearly pay for our (fu! Delights. and Gra- 
tifications. And though for the preſent we 
can divert and ſtifle this :roubleſome ſenſe 
of our Natures, yet Naturam expellas---- 1 
true inthis alſo ; :hough we thruſt off Natare 
with a Fork, yet "twill return again upon us ; 
and a. Fit of Sickneſs, a Gadien Calamity, 
or a ſerious Thought will ſoon awake and 
revive 1n it theſe black Prognoſticks of our 
future Torment. And hence wegenerally 
find that bad Men are mo# afraid of Erer- 
ity, when they are zeare#toit, their Fear 
like all other -atural Motions being ſwifte;t 
when tis zeareſt it's Center. For ſo Plato 
hath obſerv*d ;. «14%» 13s +985, When Men are 
near Death, or ſuppoſe themſelves near it , 
there ariſes in them great Fear and Thought- 
fulneſs of a future State, which before they ne- 
ver thought of. And that this ſprings not 
from Superſtition but from Nature is evi- 
dent by this, that Atheiſts themſelves who 
are moſt remote from Superſtition, when 
they come to die are rarely able to ſuppreſs 
this ominous Dread and Fear of another 
World, but in deſpight of themſelves are 
forced into thoſe di/-ma/Expettations which 
before they laughed at: A clear Demon- 
ſtrationthat thele z/! Abodings ſpring from 
ſomething, within them that they cannot 
conquer, and that what their Minds now 
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on as their Nature. And this Language of 


Nature is a c/ear Expreſſion of God's Love 
of Righteouſneſs ; for the Voice of Nature 
is only the Voice of the God of Nature eccho- 
ed and rebounded; and to be ſure whatever 
he imprints upon our Natures 1s the Senſe 
and Meaning of his own Heart, ſince his 
Veracity will not permit him to print any 
Falſhood there. And ſince by theſe our 
natural Abodings the God of Nature pro- 
poſes to us a future Reward if we are righ- 
teows, and a future Puniſhment if we are 
wicked,he hath hereby as certainly declared 
to us how much he /oves Righteouſneſs 
and hates the Contrary, as he can poſſibly 
do by the moſt expreſs Promiſe which he 
hath made to reward the oe, or Threat- 
ning to puniſh the other. And thus you ſee 
what zatural Indications and Diſcoveries 
God hath made of his «afeigned Love of 
Righteouſneſs, which are ſuch as without 
any additional Revelation are ſufficient to 
convince- confidering Men that God is a 
moſt ſincere and affectionate Lover of Righ- 
teouſneſs and r/2hteows Men, and that if 
we will but aanatls {ubmit our ſelves 
to the eternal Laws of Goodneſs we {hall 
thereby make our ſelves the be# Friend 
who 1s a zever-failing Fountain of Good- 
nels, 
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neſs, and who will do us more good than 
all the Beings in the World, ſhould they 
conſpire to be our BenefaCtors ; and that 
on the Contrary, if we perſiſt in Sin and 
Unrighteouſneſs we ſhall moſt certainly 
provoke him to be our mortal Enemy, and 
render our ſelves eterzally odious and hate- 
ful in his Eyes; that his i-cenſed Wrath 
Will /oozer or later break forth upon us and 
proſecute us with eternal Vengeance, and 
that we can expect nothing but #/ack and 
diſmal ſues while we are hated by him 
who is the Fountain ofall Love and Good- 
neſs. All this we may be ſuſhiciently con- 
vinced of by ſeriouſly attending to thoſe za- 
tural Diſcoveries which God hath made of 
his Love of Righteouſneſs. But yet be- 
cauſe he ſaw Mankind fo «attentive to the 
Voice of rheir Natures, fo #zobſervant of 
it's Language and Meaning as to run head- 
long on, notwithſtanding all it's Counter- 
mands, into the greate## Impiety and 
Wickedneſs; he hath been graciouſly pleaſ- 
ed to add to theſe zatural Diſcoveries of his 
Love of Righteouſneſs ſundry great and e- 
minent ſupernatural ones; ſuchas one would 
think were ſafficient torouze and awake the 
moſt ſtupid and irſenſible Creatures into a 
ſeriorzs Attention to them ; all which are 
reducible to theſe following Heads, _ 
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1. Hisconferring ſuchgreat and miraculous 

Favours upon righteous Perſons and infli- 
Ctingſuch eur Judgment ontheW:cked, 

2, His making ſo many Revelations to 
the World for the promoting of Righ- 
teouſneſs, and diſcountenancing of Sin. 

2. His ſending his own Son into the 
World to tranſatt ſuch mighty Things, 
for the Incouragement ” Righteout- 
neſs, and diſcouragement of S1n. 

4. His promiſing ſuch vs/Rewardstous; 
upon Condition of our being righteozs, 
and denouncing ſuch ſeal Puniſh- 
ments againſt us1n Caſe wedonegle it. 

5. His grantaing his bleſſed Spirit tous to 
excite us to, and aſſiſt us inour Endea- 
vours after Righteouſnels. . | 

1. One ſupernatural Expreſſion of God's 

Love of Righteouſneſs is his conferring 
greatand miraculow Favours upon righteous 
Perſons, andinfliting ſevere Judgments up- 
on the Wicked, And of this we have #nfi- 
zite Tnſtances in the ſeveral Ages of the 
World, there being ſcarce any Hiſtory, ei- 
ther ſacred or prophaxe, which abounds not 
with them ; ſeveral of which both Bl:ings 
and Judgments do as plainly evince them- 
felves to be intended for Rewards and Pa- 
niſhments as if they had been attended with 
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for which they were beftowed and infli- 
Qed. For how many famous Inſtances 
have we of the miraculous Deliverances of 
Righteous Perſons,whoby an wwviſible Hand 
have been reſcued from the greate## Dan- 
gers, when in all outward, Appearance their 
Condition was hopeleſs and deſperate ; and of 
wonderful Bleſſings that have happened to 
them, not only withour, but contrary to all 
ſecondary Cauſes ? Of ſome that have been ſo 
eminently rewarded 10 Kind as that rhe 
Good which they received was a moſt viſible 
token of the Good which they did ; of others 
that have received the Ble ngs they ask'd 
whilſt they were praying for hem, and ob- 
tained the Grant of them with ſuch ; wor 
gniſhing Circumſtances as did plainly ſigni- 
; Loa to be the Anſwers and Returns of 
their devout Deſires ? And ſa on the con- 
trary, how many otable Examples arc 
there of ſuch mraculous Judgments inflicted 
upon 47riehieous Perſons as have either 
exceeded the Power of all ſecondary Cauſes, 
or elſe have been cauſed by them contrary 
to their zatural Tendency ; of Men that 
have been puniſhed in the very Att of their 
Sin,and ſometimes 1n the very Part by which 
they have offended ; that have had the Evil 
of their Sin retaliated upon them in a corre» 
[pondent Evil ofSuftering, and been pants 
Wl 
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with thoſe very Judgments which they have 
imprecated on themſelves in Juſtification 
of aFalſhood? Now thoughin the ordinary 
Courſe of "Things, that of the Wiſe Man rs 
molt true;that we know neither love nor hatred, 
by any thing that ts before us, becauſe ordinarily 
all things come alike to all, and there is one Event 
to He Riehromy and theWicked, E.ccleſ.ix.1,2. 
yet when the Providence of God ſoviſibly 
fteps out of it's ordinary Courſe, tobleſs the 
Righteous and puniſh the Wicked, itis a plain 
Indication of his Love to the oe, and his He 
tred to the other. For theſe irrepular Pto- 
vidences have plain and viſible Tokens of 
God's Love and Anger imprinted on their 
Foreheads, and it would be Stupidity to 
attribute them either to a »/i24 Chance, 
or the peceſſery Revolutions of ſecondary 
Cauſes, when they are ftamp'd with ſuch 
legible CharaQers of their being deſigned 
and intended for Rewards and Paniſhments, 
For if theſe were either caſa or zeceſſary, 
why ſhould they nor happen alzke to all, as 
well as ordinary Providences? Why ſhould 
not there be as many Examples of the mira- 
cxlous Bleſſings and Delivetances of the Uy- 
righteous, as there are of the Righteous ? 
Why ſhould not as many Men have ſuffer- 
ed as remarkably the Evils which they 
have imprinted on themſelves i atteſting 
Ff 2 ne 
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the Truth, as there have in atteſting Lzes 
and Falſboods? Why ſhould ſomany have 
been ſtruck dumbor dead in the AQt of Per- 
jury, and not oze that we ever heard of, 
ſuffer the like Calamity in witneſſing the 
Truth? In a word, why ſhould ſo many 
bad Men - have ſuffered ſuch Calamities as 
were plain Retaliationsin Kind of their crue/ 
and unjuft Aftions, as Adonibezeck (for in- 
ſtance) did, inthecutting off his Thumbs 
and great Toes, whilſt fo few,if any, for do- 
ng Juſtice upon. others have by any ſuch 
caſual and irregular Providence been expo- 
{ed to the Evils they inflited ? Since there- 
fore inevery Age of the World there have 
happened ſuch Goods to righteous Men as 
have the plaine# CharaQters of divine Re- . 
wards upon them, and ſuch Evzls to the 
Wicked as do evidently beſpeak themſelves 
intended for d:vize Puniſhments, God hath 
hereby ſufficiently declared his Love of the 
one, and his Hatred of the other. For by 
their Rewards and Puniſhments all Lawgivers 
do declare their Love and Hatred of the 
Facts they are annexed to ; and therefore 
to be ſureif the Supreme Lawgiver had not 
loved Righteouſneſs and hated the contra- 
ry, he would never have ſo eminently re- 
warded the oze and puniſhed the orher, as 
he hath apparently done. 

| 2aly, An- 
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. 2aly. Another Supernatural Indication of 
God's Love of Righteouſneſs is his making 
ſo many Revelations to the World for the 
promoting of Righteouſneſs and diſcounte- 
nancing of Sin, That God hath made ſundry 
Revelations to the World is evident 1n 
Fa&t, becauſe there are /u»dry Revelations 
which have. been ſufficiently demonſtrated 
by thoſe miraculous Effefts of the divine 
Power which haveaccompanied the Mini- 
{tration of them ; ſuch are thoſe contained 
in the five Books of Moſes and the Prophets, 
which have been almoſt amply confirmed 
both by the Miracles which were wrought 
by the zſpired Authors of them ; and by 
the exa&? Accompliſhments of the ſevera/ 
Predi&tions contained in them ; and ſuch is 
alſo that /aſt and be# Revelation contained 
in the New Teſtament, which both by the 
Types and Predi&1ons contained in the Law 
and the Prophets, and by the #»finite Mira- 
cles wrought by Jeſus and his Followers,who 
were the ;mmeadiate Miniſters of it; toge- 
ther with its own izherent Goodneſs ; is {0 
effetually demonſtrated divine, that - no 
Man who weighs the Proof of it can fuſpe& 
it, unleſs he be infinitely prejudiced againft 
it, Now if gouconſult theſe ſeyerald:wizeRe- 
velations, you will plainly perceivethat the 
main Drift and Deſign of them is to pro- 
| Ft 3 mots 
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mote Righteouſneſs, and ſuppreſs whatſo- 
ever iscontrary to it; that the ſeveral Re- 
velations made to Abraham and his Chil- 
dren were all but one repeated Covenant of 
Ma pres weary : ' that the Lawof Moſes conſi- 
{ted partly of ere grants padutr were 
either intended for divine Flierog lyphicks to 
inſtru the dull and fupid Jews 1n the Prin- 
ciples of 7zward Purity and Goodneſs, or 
elfe for Types and ſacred Figures of the holy 
Myſteries of the Goſpel; : Jy of Pre- 
ceptsof oral Righteouſneſs, together with 


ſome few p*adential ones that were ſuitable 
to the Genius and Polity: of that People; 
and partly of ſuch Promiſes and Threats as 


were moſt apt to oblige then to the Pra-. 


tice of thoſe r7ghreows Precepts.”*- As for the 
Prophets, the Subſtance of their Revelati- 
ons, was either Reprehenſions of Sin, ' to- 
gether with ſevere Denunciations againſt it; 
or Invitations to Righteouſneſs, * together 
with gracious Profiles of Rewards to fol- 
low it;-or Predittions of the'Meſizs, and 
that m— rag yy which ſhould 
be introduced by him. And-thenias forthe 
Goſpel, -all the Duties of it-confiſt either in 
Inſtances of Means of Righteouſneſs ; and 
allthe Doftvines of it are nothing elle but 
Pwerfiut- Arguments and Motives to per- 
tuade' us to-the-Prattice of thoſe TRE 
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ThusRighteouſnefsyou ſee is the main Cen- 
ter to which' all :zze Revelation tends, the 
Mark at which the righteous Lord hath con- 
tinually levelled-and direCted it. © What & 
plain Demonſtration therefore is this of the 
unfeignued T ove and Reſpedt he bears it, 
that hedid not think it ſufficient to imprint 
a Law of Righteouſneſs upon our Natures;, 
and ſtamp upen our Beings fo many Inai- 
cations of his Love to it, but ſeeing us 
ſwerve and deviate from it hath from time 
to time by ſo many /oud and reiterated Vor 
ces from Heaven invited and called us back 
again ; fo that if he be cordial and ſincere in 
what he ſays, ( as it would be abſurd and 
zmpious to ſuſpect the contrary, ) we can- 
not doubt. but he heartily loves that which 
by ſo many immediate Revelations he hath 

ſo earneſtly importuned us to embrace. 
zaly. Another ſapernatural Indication of 
God's Love of Righteouſnels is his ſend- 
ing his own Son into the World to trania&? 
ſuch -:ighty Things for the Encouragement 
of it, and perſuading Men to it. For to ad- 
vance Righteouſneſs was the 914i» Deſign 
of all thoſe mighty Things which: the Soz of 
God did and ſuffered in this World ; the 
Deſign of all that holy and 1znocent Life 
which he led was to propoſe to our Imitati- 
on a perfett Example of Righteouſneſs, that 
+ 9 8 
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{o treading our Way before us we might 

have not only the Line of his Precepts, but 

alſo the Print of his Foot-ſteps to direct us, 

and that by beholding ſo fair a Draught of 
Righteouſneſs drawn ſo exquilitely to the 

Life, and in'every Part ſo exattly anſwer- 

ing to the ſweeteſt and moſt amiable Ideas of 
it,we might be both invited and inſtructed 

tocopy and rmitate it in our Attions. For 

what he faith of that iUuſtrions AQ of Cha- 
rity and Humility, his waſhing his Diſciples 

Feet, istruly applicable to the whole Courſe. 
of his Actions; For Ihave given you an Ex- 

ample, that you ſhould do as T have done unto 
you, Joh. x111.15. And as his Life was an 
Example of Righteouſneſs, ſohis Death was 
a moſt «rgext Motive to it; for; hereby he 
made Expiation for qur Sins and obtained 
an ACt of Pardon and Indemnity for every. 
Rebel that would lay down his Arms and 
return-to lus Duty and Allegiance ; and by 
@btaining this he hath o1yen us infinite En- 
couragement-: to return, fince'if we do ſo, 
we have molt aple Aſſurance that we {hall 
be received into Grace and Favour. And 
though Icannot deny but if God had pleaſed 
he might have granted ſuch an AQ of Par- 
don to. us without the Conſideration of 
ChriſPs Death and Sacrifice ;yetT am fure, if 
he had, it could never have bcen ſuch an 
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effeftual Motive as it was to oblige us to 
Righteouſneſs for. the future. For ſhould 
he have granted us Pardon merely upon our 
Repentance without any other Motive or 
Conſideration, he would have diſcovered 
ſo much ſeeming Eaſineſs and Indulgence in 
\nch a Procedure , as. would have very 
much imboldened f{uch diſingezuous Crea- 
tures as we to preſume upon his Lenity, 
and turn hisGraceinto Wantonneſs. And 
if to prevent our preſuming upon his Leni- 
ty it was neceflary that he ſhould have ſome 
other Motive to pardon us beſides that of our 
Repentance;then it wasno leſs neceſſary that 
this other Motive ſhould be ſuch as did 
clearly argue and evince his righteous Se- 
verity ; for otherwiſe it would have 'no 
Force 1a it" to prevent our Preſumption. 
And what Motive of Pardon could better 
evince his Severity than the Suffering of 
{ome other in our Room, eſpecially the Suf- 
fering of his own Son, the greate# and deare#t 
Perſon in the wholeCreation? For not to be 
moved to grant apublick Pardon to us upon 
our hearty Repentance unleſs this bleſſed Per- 
{on would engageto die for us, whoſe infinite 
Greatneſs gave ſuch an ireſf;zable Value to 
his Sufferings as rendred them adequate to 
what we had deſerved to ſuffer, was as 
great an Argument of his i»flexible Severity 
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againſt Sin, as if he ſhould have deſtroyed 
at one Blow the whole World of Sinners, 
So that as he hath expreſſed an infinite Mer- 
cy to us.in admitting his own Son tadiefor 
us,ſo in refuſing, to. pardon us upon any les 
Motive than his precious Death,he hath ex- 
prefied an 77finite Hatred to our Sins; and 
ſo. that very Death which moved God to 
pardon us, movesusto ſtand in Awe of his. 
Severity, the Death of the So» of God up- 
on; which we are pardoned being the moſt 
terrible Inſtance that ever was of the Deſert 
of our Sin,. and God's Diſpleafure againſt 
it. Thus our 6&fſed Lord hath not only 
given us the greatef Encouragement by pro- 
curing our Pardon to return from our Ini- 
_ by procuring it in fuch a form:- 
e way he hath-givenusthe moſt dreadful 
Warning of God's Severity againſt them. 
So that now we cannot think upon the Rea- 
fon: for which our pa# Offences are forgi- 
ven, withoutbeing vehemently moved to 
fatare Obedience. Aad thus the main De- 
fign,. you ſee; both of Chrifts Lifeand Death, 
was to recal us. from Sin to-the Practice of 
Righteouſneſs: And hence he is. ſaid. to 
have given himgſelf for us,to-redeem us from all 
Iniquity, and: to: parify to himſelf a peculiar 
people,zealows of gaodWorks, Tit. 11. 14. And 
then he aroſe again from the Dead to _ 
rm 
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firm that righteous DoAtrine' which 'he had 
revealed'to the World; and' viſibly cend- 
ed into Heaven to-giveus an ocular Demon- 
ſtration of the heavenly Rewards of Righ- 
teouſneſs:;- and there he'now fits at the 
right Hand of God; to affare us, that if 'we 
perſevete in Righteouſneſs, we ſhall be con- 
tinually beftiended in the Court of Heaver 
through his ell-powerful Intercefſion;” and 
hath aſſured usthat at theEndof the: World 
he willcometo Judement, and faithfully di- 
fribute thoſe Rewards and Panifhments 
which here he- promiſed and threatned to 
righteous and anrighteous Perſons. Thus 
the main Drift, you ſee, of all theſe great 
Tranſations'of our Savioar,was to advance 
the Interelt- of Righteouſneſs and” re 
Goodneſs. What a mighty Evidence-there- 
fore is this of God's great Love of Righ- 
teouſneſs, that he ſhould ſend bis own moſt 
bleſſed Son upon its' Errand, to 'tranfact 
fuch mighty Things on its Behalf? -For by 
{ending Chrift into the World, and expo- 
ſing him to Miſery for Righteouſneſs Sake, 
he did in Effe& declare that he valued the 
Intereſt of Righteouſneſs more than thepre- 
ſent Happineſs and Enjoyment of his moſt 
dearly beloved and only begotten Son ; and we 
may moſt certainly conclude, that had not 
Righteouſneſs been infinitely dear to =—_— 
wou 
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would never have authorized his deare# Son 
to take ſuch »finire Pains to promote it. 
_ 4thly. Another ſnpernataral Indication of 
God's Love of Righteouſneſs is his promi- 
fing ſuch va# Rewards to us upon it, and 
denouncing ſuch fearfu/Puniſhments againſt 
us if we deſpiſe and negle& it. For be- 
ſides = thoſe temporal —_ A _— 
ropoſed to us if we ſeek the Kjngdom 0 
_ and the Reeſe af , he 
hath ereted a Heaven of immortal Joys and 
Felicities to crown and entertan it ; a Hea- 
ven-that contains in it all the Beatitudes that 
humane Nature is capable of, all that Truth 
that the moſt capaczozus Mind can compre- 
hend, and all that Good that the vaſte#t Af- 
fections can either crave or contain : In a 
word, a Heaven whoſe Bliſſes are all as 
large as our immenſe Delires, and all as 
lating as our ' 79mortal Beings : For *tis a 
Eleaven which conſiſts in an eterzal Fruition 
of the Fountain of zafinize Truth and Good- 
neſs, whoſe everflowing Streams are abun- 
dantly ſufficient to quench the Thirſt, and 
make glad the Heart of every Being that 
underſtands and loves. How much there- 
fore God loves Righteouſneſs you ma 
eaſily gueſs by theſe vaſtPreparations he rn 
made to entertain it. For he built Heavez on 
purpoſe to lodge righteous Souls, and that 
they 
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they may ſee he thinks nothing coo dear for 
them, heis himſelf their Feaſt there as well 
as their Entertainer.He feeds them with hs 
own Perfe&tions, and they live for ever as 
happily as their Hearts can wiſh upon the 
Sight and Love and Imitation of his Beau- 
ties. So vehemently is his Heart ſet upon 
Righteouſneſs,that he will have every r:gh- 
zeoxs Soul dwell with him and live 
him, and partake of all thoſe heavenly Joys 
in which his owz Beatitude conſiſts. But as 
for Unrighteouſneſs, how much his Soul ab- 
hors it is evident by thoſe d:re Puniſhments 
he hath denounced againſt it, by thoſe dark 
and diſmal Abodes which he hath condem- 
ned «zrighteows Souls to, to languiſh out a 
woful Eternity, to barn in Flames there that 
ever conſume, and be gzawn with Worms 
which zever devour them; to be ſcared and 
haunted with Devils without and Faries with- 
zz, and perpetually worried Day and 
Night without any Eaſe or Intermiſſion 
with all the Horrors, Griefs, and Yexations 
that an everlaſting Hell imports.Othou mer- 
cifal Father of Beings ! How couldſt thou 
havefound in: thy Heart to condema thy 
Creatures to ſo wretched a State, had not 
their «nrighteows PraQtices been infinitely 
odious in thine Eyes? No certainly ; the. 
good God would never have made Hel! for 
a 
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@ T rifle, for the ſake of any. Thing that his 
Nature could have endured: or. diſpenſed 
with ;. nor would he ever have caft any 
&vwrighteous Creature into it, were it not for 
the ?wplacable Abhorrence he hath to all Un- 
righteouſneſs.: And therefore ſince he hath 
not only made #1, but warns-us-of, and 
threatens us with it, we may be {urehe in- 
finitely abominates that for which he made 
and threatens it; and conſequently that he 
is infinitely concerned for the Cauſe and 
Intereſt of Righteouſneſs. | 
5thly, And laſtly. Another ſupernataral 
icaton of God's Love of Righteouſneſs 
is his granting his bleſſed Spirit .to us to ex- 
Cite. us to, and affift us in our Endeavours 
after Righteouſneſs. Firſt he ſent his Sox 
to propagate Righteouſneſs by his Mzniſtry, 
his Life and Death; and upon his Return 
to Heaven he fent his Spirit to ſupply his 
Room, and carry on that dear Deſign, of 
which his Soz had already laid the Founda- 
tion. For in Chriſt's per/oza! Abſence his 
Spirit acts inhis Stead, and was ſent down 
the Father by Virtue of his Izterceſ/i- 
032 tO be his Vicegerent in the World, to 
promote and inlarge his heavenly Kingdom, 
to conquer our Hearts, and {ubdue our 
ffubboru Wills to the Qbedienceof tis moſt 
righteous Laws. So that the Hob w_ 
ot 
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doth now preſide in the Church as the fu- 
preme Miniſter and vicarozs Power of our 
Saviour, and is continually imployed even 
as our Saviour himſelf was whilft he abode 
upon Earth in driving on the Intereſt of 

hitherto tend all his - ex 


Righteouſneſs; for 
cret Operationson the Minds of Men; 
is the Reaſon why he ſuggeſts ſo many 
good Thoughts, and by ing them 
thick upon us,keeps our Minds ſo fix'd-up- 
on them, that ſo if poſſible he may recolle& 
our d;ſperſed Minds that are continually wan- 
dring toand fro in this infinite Maze of ſenſual 
Vanities, and engage them to attend to 
ſuch Motives of Righteouſneſs as are moſt 
«pt to excite them to w/e and vertaorms Re- 
olutions. So that as- in the Beginnings of 
Chriſtianity before Chriſtian Motives to 
Righteouſneſs were believed, the Holy 
S$p:rit did operate more viſibly and miracu- 
louſly to confirm and demonſtrate the 
Truth of them; ſo now they being 
believed, and thereupon the Neceſlity of 
ſuch z#:raculows Operations ſuperſeded, his 
great Work is to objec and preſent them to 
our Minds, and fix our Thoughts upon 
them till they have effeted inus thoſe good 
Reſolutions tor which they were deſigned 
and intended: And how diligently he pur- 
ſues this Work our own Experience _ 
ES 
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fies -and informs us-: For how often do we 
find good Thoughts and Motions injefted to 
us we know not. how nor whence ; and 
how many times / do. theſe unexpected 


Thoughts kindle holy Deſires in us before. 


we are aware? Which Defires being fed by 
a freſh Supply of holy: Motions and Sug- 
gcitions are many times nouriſhed into 200d 
Reſolutions, and theſe being /{till back'd 
with thoſe repeated Motions which 'do fre- 
quently preſs with ffroug Importunity up- 
on us,are at laſt pm into firm and laſt- 
; Principles of Attion. Thus does the 

oly Spirit continually knock at the Door 
of our Souls, and follicit us with the greate;t 
Earneſtneſs to ſober and righteous Reſoluti- 


ons ; and this is his conſtant Imployment a-' 


mong Men, and will be {o tothe End of the 
World; till Jeſus, whoſe Vicegerent he is, 
and whoſe Abſence he {upplies, returns in 
Perſon from Heaven to keep his aff and 
general Aſſizes upon Earth. And can we 
imagin that God would have all this while 
imployed his Holy Spirit in the Service of 
Righteouſneſs, to drive on its Intereſt and 
ſallicit its Cauſe, if it had not been infinite- 
ly dearer to him ? No-certainly, he ſets a 
greater Value on the Pains of Is So» and 
Sprrit, than to buſy: them about a Trifle, 


to imploy them ſo induſtrioully as he has 


done 
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done inanAfair which he had /zt/e or noRe- 
gard for.If his Heart had not been extremely 
{et upon it, he would have found out fome 
other Imployment for thoſe d4ivize and la- 
ftrious Perſons, and not haveengaged them 
ſo everlaſtingly as he hath done in the Ser- 
vice-and Minittry of Righteouſneſs. 

Having thus explained and proved the 
Propoſition, That the Righteous Lord loveth 
Righteouſneſs, T {hall conclude with ſome 
few Inferences drawn from the whole Ar- 
gument. 

1, From hence I infer that no Religzor, 
or Propoſition of Relzgiox can be trae, that 
either directly or by zrwe Conſequence is an 
Enemy to Righteouſneſs. For all zrue Re- 
li7ton 15 from God ; and therefore to be ſure 
that cannotbe true which either diretly or 
indirectly oppoſes that which God ſo dearly 
loves. "This therefore is a plain Convidti- 
on of the xotorio:z5 Fallhood and Impo- 
itureof Popery, that in all thoſe DoCtrins 
it hath ſuperinduced upon the common Prin- 
ciples of Chriſtianity, it 15 an open Enemy to 
Righteouſneſs. As for Inſtance, it is a 
common Principle of Chriſtianity that God 
aione 1s to be worihiped as the ſupream Au- 
thor and Fountain of our Beings, upgn 
which the Charch of Rome hath ſuperſtrutted 
the Invocation of Saints and Angels, which 
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they perform in the ſame Words and with 
the ſame Addreſs as they do the Invocation 
of God himſelf, For though they pretend 
to pray to them only for their Prayers, yet 
in their Publick Offices they do not only beg 
their Prayers to God forthem, but alſo invo- 
cate them as ſovereign Gods and independent 
Diſpoſers of the Mercies they pray for. 
Thus in the Hours of Sarum they implore 
the Argels to direct their Thoughts and 
Words and ACttions in the way of Sal- 
vation, that ſo they may be able to fill up 
the Number of the Azpelical Orders, which 
by the Fall of Lucifer was diminiſhed ; to 
prote&t them trom the Devz/s, and comfort 
them when they are dying. Particularly, 
St. Michael they beſeech to be their Coat of 
Mail, St. Gabrzel to be their Helmet, St. Ra- 


phael to be their S$h:eld, Str. Uriel to be their | 


Defender, St. Cherubinm to be their Health, 
St. Seraphim to be their Trath; and all the 
holy Angels and Arch-angels to keep, protect 
and detend them, and bring them to eter- 
pal Life. And as for Raphael, to whom 
they ſeem to bear a more particular AﬀeCti- 
- on, they ttile him the bez Phyſiz2n both of 
Body and Soxl, and pray him to inlighten 
both their ſpiritual and carzal Eyes, And 
then as for the Sazzts,they do as immediate- 
ly addreſs to them in their Forms of Prayer 
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for Santtification, Pardon, temporal and eter- 
al Bleſſings,as they can poſſibly do ro God 
himſelf; particularly the B/efſed Virgin they 
adorn with the moſt g/oriows Titles of God, 
and 7x her Pſalter addreſs to her in the ſame 
Forms of Invocation which David uſes iz 
his Pſalms to God , they ſtile Her the Lady 
Almighty, the Author of Mercy, the Queen of 
infinite Majeſty, and the Hope of all the World; 
praying that her Mercy may lighten upon 
them, as they do put their trult 1a her; and 
a great deal more to this Purpoſe. And as 
tor Joſeph her Husbandthey ſtile him the Sep- 
port of their Lives, and the Pilar of the 
World ; befeeching him with his Carper- 
ters Ax (a Tool fir only to work upon {uch 
wova.z Souls) to hew down their Sins, 
that they may be adopted Timber for the 
Palace of Heaven. Tn a word, in their pre- 
ſent Breviary they implore St, Petey to looſe 
them by his Word trom the Bonds of Sin, 
and ſupplicate the Avojtles, who by their 
Word ( if the Prayer lies not ) do /ock and 
unlock the Gates of Heawen, to looſe them 
from all Sin by their Command. They 
humbly intreat St. Genoveſa to have pity on 
thoſe that hope inHer, to blot out their 
Sins, and fend them Relief and Comfort ; 
and implore St. Sebaſtiaz to preſerve their 
Contry fromthe Plague, to preſerve their 
Gg 2 Bodies, 
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Bodies, and heal their Minds ; and to win 
him thereunto, aſſure him that a/ their 
Hope is in him. Theſe and ſeveral other 
ſuch like Inſtances there are of their Pray- 
ers both to Azgels and Sarzts, in which they 
do as immediately invoke them both for 
temporal, ſpiritual and eternal Bleſſings as 
hey can do God himſelf, who is the /ole 
Diſpoſer of them. And 1s not this moſt 
palpable Unrighteouſneſs towards God, to 
{trip him thus of his divize Prerogatives, 
and clothe his Creatures in them before his 
Face ? But againſt this black Charge Bel- 
larmin hath a very quaint Salvo : When we 
ſay, ſays he, St. Peter have mercy upon me, 
or ſo ; we ſupply the Senſe with this mental 
Conſtruttion, procure Mercy for me by thy 
Prayers or Merits ; which is a plain Confeſſh- 
on that the Words are azwholſome in them- 
ſelves, and cannot be fſatery uſed without 
being corrected by a more h0zeit meaning; 
and that if the Yoraries of that Church do 
not take Care to mend their Publick Prayesr 
with their private Meanings, they incur the 
Guilt, or at leaſt the Danger of Idolatry. 
For we cannot addreſs more immediately 
in any Form of Words to God for any Mer- 
cy, than they do in theſe to the Sarzts and 
Angels; and therefore it they do not actu- 
ally addreſs to them as Gods, *tis becauſe 
they 
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they conſtrue thoſe Forms into a different 
Senſe from their moſt 9bwvi0ous meaning. 
For when they ſay, Lord have mercy upon 
me, they may mean, with as little Force 
to the Words, Procure me Mercy, O Lord, 
from St, Peter vy thy Prayers and Merits, as 
they do when they ſay, St. Peter have Mer- 
cy upon me, Procure me Mercy from God, O 
St. Peter, by thy Prayers and Merits, And 
what a dreadful Prophanation is it of the dz- 
vine Majeſty to uſe ſuch Forms of Addreſs 
to God and St. Peter, as do leave our Minds 
:adifferent either to pray to St. Peter to pray 
to God for us, or to pray to God to pray to 
St. Peter for us? Again, *tis a common Do- 
Grin of Chriſtianity, that our Saviour hath 
inſtituted the holy Euchariſt to be a Memort- 
al of his Sufferings, and a Seal of that ever- 
laſting Covenant which he purchaſed by 
them ; upon which the Rowan Church hath 
ſuperſtruted that monſtrozs Dofrin of 
Trazſubſtantiation ; which, beſides the di{- 
grace it doth to our holy Religion by Reaſon 
of thoſe ridiculous Abſurdities and groſs Con- 
traditions it faſtens upon it ; 1t puts ſuch 
an extravagant ſenſe upon the fir/t Inftituti- 
on of this holy myſtery, that if our Saviour 
had really meant it, *twould have been 
enough to expoſe him to the gexeral Scorn 
and Deriſion of Mankind. For it when he 
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firſt inſtituted it,he had really pretended to 
convert the Sacramental Elements into the 
Subſtance of his own Body and Blood, this 
muſt have been the Senſe of his Words and 
Actions; theſe outwardElements which but 
juſt now were made Bread and Wire, are 
now by my Almighty BenediCtion convert- 
ed into the Subſtance of my Body and Blood; 
this very Boay which fits here at the «pper 
End of the Table, lies there under thoſe 
Species of Bread and Wine which you ſee 
= it. My Head and Feet, and every Part 
of me, are all intirely within every Crumb 
of that unleavened Bread ; and yet thoſe ſe- 
veral Crumbs, which do each contain my 
whole Body, contain not ſeveral Bodies ; 
and if you divide them into ep thouſand 
Crumbs, and diſtribute them into ter 
thouſana difterent Places, yet in all thoſe 
different Places I am the ſame iztire and u7- 
drvided Body, And though as I fit here, 
you ſee Iam at leaſt a Foot broad, and five 
or jix Foot /ozg, yet in thoſe /:ztle Crumbs 
that lie before you I am no b2ger than a 
Pin's Head; and yet upon my hone#t 
Word I am inall my Parts and Dimenſi- 
ons under ' the outward Species of every one 
of them, and fo am every whit as broad 
and thick and long in them, as I do now 
appear 1n thus viſeble Body, And as for 
my 
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my Blood which is at leaſt two Gallons, 
though it is all contained within the YVeizs 
and Y-eſſels of this Body, yet it 1 all at the 
{ame Time within that Cup, which IT con- 
tels is hardly large enough to contain the 
eighth Part of it: And though you Twelve 
ſhall every oxe drink his ſhare of it, yet 
every oze ſhall drink it all, that 1s, out of 
this ove Cup of yy Biood, which at moſt 
contains but a Quart, each Man of you 
7melve ſhall drink the w-o/e two Gallons. 
But let not theſe Things attomiſh you, tor 
now I am doing yet /trazger Things than 
theſe, and firſt I take my felt ( it being ſup- 
poſed both by Papiſts and Proteſlarts that 
Chriſt himſelf firſt eat and drank thole /a- 
cred Elements ) that 1s, } take my Hazxds 
into 7 own Hands, and put my 1Moath into 
”7y ovn Mouth, and iwallow down my 
Hands, and Mouth, and Throat, and Sto- 
»ach through »2y on# Throat into »2y own 
Stomach; ſo that now my whole Body is 
intirely within my Stomach, though the 
whole you ſee, except my Stomach, 1s {till 
intirely without it. And having thuseaten 
and drank up my felt, in the zext Place I 
give my felt to be eat and drank by every 
oxe of you. And now while I am wholly 
buried within each of your Stomachs and 
my own, 1 {hall begin a ſacred Hymn, and 
GY 4 CON- 
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conclude with my Farewel Sermon. This, 
{uppoſing our Saviour had intended a real 
—_ , had been the »ataral 
Senfe, or rather Nonſenſe of his Words 
and ACtions in the fir/t Thſtitution of this ſa- 
cred Myſtery, And what a moſt ſhameful 
Diſgrace is it to the moſt righteous Religion 
that ever was, to faſten ſuch wild Extrava- 
gancies upon its great and bleſſed Author ? 
Certainly had Men ſet their Wits at work 
to burleſque the molt ſacred Thing, and drefs 
it up for Laughter and Derifion, they could 
never have invented a more ridiculous Dil- 
guiſe for it than this of Tranſubſtantiation : 
Beſides all which,it mtroduces two notorious 
Pieces of Unrighteouſneſs ; ' the firſf of 
which is amoſi groſs and barbarous Piece of 
Idolatry, viz. their adoring the conſecrated 
Bread with the highe/t Species of ' divixe 
Worſhip ; whuch it it be not Tranſubſtanti- 
ated into the Body of Chriſt, as we are ſure 
it 1$not, unleſs our Senſes lie, and Contra- 
d:&tions be true; they themſelves confeis 
is as groſs Idoatry as the Laplander's wor- 
ſhiping a red Cloth hung upon the Top of 
a Spear. Now what »oz/trouws Unrigh- 
teouſneſs 1s'this, for Men to rob God of his 
Honour, and veſt a ſexſeleſs Piece of Bread 
with it; to advance the Workmanſhip of 
a Baker into an Equality with God, nd 
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then adore, and then devour it? Fhe ſecond 
Piece of Unrighteouſneſs which this ox. 
ſtrous Figment introduces, 1s the Half-Com. 
union, in which the C hriſftian World is 
moſt unjuſtly robbed of one haff of that Le- 
gacy which Chrif/ bequeathed to us in his 
laſt Will and Teſtament ; which as Bellay. 
min tells us was done out of Reverence to 
the Tranſubſtantiated Wine, leſt any Drop 
of it {ticking upon Lay-mers Beards ſhould 
be ſpilt and prophaned. But this Incon- 
venience, -by the CardinaPs Leave, might 
have otherwiſe been eaſily prevented by 
prohibiting all Lay-»en, as they do their 
Prieſts, to receive the Sacrament with their 
Beards on. For Iam apt to think there is 
no good Chriſtian but would have been bet- 


ter contented to loſe a/l his Beard than half 


the Sacrament. So that this DoQrin of 
Tranſubſtantiation, you ſee, hath a moſt 
anrighteous Tendency both as it diſgraces 
the moſt righteous Religion, and introduces 
the moſt groſs Unrighteouſneſs. Again, 
Thirdly, *Tis a common Principle of Chriſt:- 
anity that true Repentance 1s indiſpenſably 
xeceſſary to the Salvation of Sinners ; upon 
which they have ſuperſtructed their Sacra- 
ment of Pennance, which joyned with Abſo- 
lation is of ſuch Soverezgn Virtue as to 
Tranſubſtantiate a Sorrow proceeding _ 
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che Fear of Hell, into true and ſaving Re- 
pentance : By which DoQtrin they have 
moſt direQly ſuperſeded all the Obligations 
of Righteouſneſs. For what need I put 
my ſelt to the Trouble ofa holy and righteous 
Life, when for allarming my ſelf before I 

0 to Corfeſſion into ſome frightful Appre- 

enfions of Hell, T can be dubbed a true Pe- 
nitent, and receive the Remiſſion of my 
Sins? For now my old Score being all 
wiped off, I may Sin on merrily on a zew 
Account, and whenT make my ext Rec- 
koning, ?tis but being afraid of Hell again, 
and Iam ſureto receive a zew Acquittance 

zz full of all Demands and Dues. And 
When Thave ſpeat all my Lite in this Round 
and Circle of Unrighteouinſs, *tis but ſend- 
ing for a Prieſt at my laft Breath, confeſſins 
my Sins, and dreadimg the Puniſhment of 
them, and with a few magical Words he 
ſhall immediately coxjareme to Heaver, or 
at leaſt outof Danger of Hell. Once more ; 
It 15 a common Principle of Chri/t;anity that 
the Wages of Sin 1s eternal Death; upon 
which they have introduced their DoQtrins 
of Purgatory and Indulgencies, which, like 
Simeon and Levi, Brethren in Iniquity, do 
both conſpire to render Righteouſneſs a weed- 
leſs Thing. For by the Sacrament of Pan. 
aantce the eternal Puniſhment of Hell is 
changed 
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changed into the temporary one of Purg a- 
tory, and by TIndulgencies, eſpecially plenary 
ones, the temporary Puniſhment of Parga- 
tory is wholly remitted, and extinguiſhed 
{o that the fir/ leſſens the Pumiſhment of Sin, 
and the /aft annihilates it: And by this Means 
are Sinners mightily imboldened to go on, 
being aſſured that upon the Sacrament of 
Pennance they ſhall commute Hell for Pur- 
gatory,and that upon plenary Indulgence they 
{hall exchange Purgatory for Heaver.Many 
other Inſtances of this Nature might be g1- 
ven, but it would be endleſs to enumerate 
all thoſe azrighteous Principles with which 
their Caſuiſtical Divinity abounds; the 
Frauds and Falſifications, the Treaſons and 
Murders, the Slanders and Perjuries, which 
their Guides of Conſcience do not only tole- 
rate but commend; For I will maintain 
that there is ſcarce any Villany in Nature 
ſo notorious which by the Principles of ſome 
or other of their allowed Caſuiſts may not be 
wholly vindicated, or at leaſt extenuated 
into venial Crimes. So that conſidering 
-the whole Frame and Structure of the Po- 
piſþ Religion, 1 do moſt ſeriouſly believe it 
to be oze of the moit effeFual Engins to un- 
dermine and tear «p the Foundations of 
Righteouſneſs that ever the Dew// forged 
or made uſe of ; and were it not for thoſe 
C0173 
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common Principles of Chriſtianity that are 
intermingled with it, and do allay, and 
ſometimes I hope overpower the Venom of 
it, TIamverily perſuaded that the Relig:oz of 
Hleathens would ſooner make Men righteous 
than that of Papiſts, For I do affirm that 
there is not one Principle of pare Popery that 
is -cither a Rele of Righteouſneſs or a Mo- 
zve to it, but contrariwiſe that the moſt 
of its Principles ſeem to-have been purpoſely 
calculated to affrovt Men's Reaſon, and 4e- 
bauchtheir Manners; and if ſo, then we may 
ealily gueſs whether this be a 7r4e Religion 
or no, which 1n all its Parts 1s ſo repugnant 
to that which God moſt dearly loves. 

2aly. Hence I infer upon what Terms a 
Man may fately conclude that he is beloved 
of God; for if he hath that amiable Quality 
within him whuch 1s the eter-al Reaſon of 
God's Love,he may be ſure he is beloved of 
him. If our Souls be adorned with hat 
Righteouſneſs which the righteous Lord 
| loves, we may ſafely conclude that we are 
his Favourites, and {hallnever ceaſe to beſo 
whilit we continue {o adorned. For tis as 
impoſſible for God not to love 7/ghteors 
Souls, as not to be rizhteous himſelf ; for 
whulit he continues ſo, Tis own Nature mult 
needs incline him to love all thoſe in whom 
he finds his own moſt amiable Image and 
Re- 
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Reſemblance. Let us not therefore per- 
ſuade our ſelves that we are beloved of God 
either upon any inward Whiſpers and Sug- 
geſtions, or upon any particular Marks and 
Signs of Grace ; for both theſe may abuſe 
and deceive us, and flatter our Minds into 
falſe and groundleſs Afſurances. We may 
think tis the Spirzt of God that whiſpers to 
us when all of a ſuddain we feel our ſelves 
ſurprized with joyous and comfortable 
Thoughts, and yet this may be nothing 
elſe but a Frisk of melancholy Vapors heat- 
ed and fermented by a feveriſh Humour. 
For thoſe ſuddain Joys and Dejettions, 
which are ſo often interpreted the Izcomes 


and Withdrawinos of the Spirit of God, do* 


commonly proceed from no higher Cauſe 
than the Shiverings and Baurnings of an 
Azue; and I am very ſure that Hifterical 
Fits are very often miſtaken for {p/rirual 
Experiences ; and that when Men have moſt 
confidently believed themſelves overſhadow- 
ed by the Holy Ghoſt their Fancies have been 
only haggedand riddex with the Enthuſraſtick 
Vapours of their own Spleez. And fome- 
times I make no doubt but this /uddain 
Fluſh of joyous Thoughts proceeds from a 
worſe Caule, even from the Suggeſtion ofthe 
Devil; who, though he hath no #meazare 
Acceſs to the Minds of Men, can yet doubt- 
leis 
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leſs act upon our = and Humoars, aril 
by their Means figure our Fancies into 
pritely Ideas, and tickle our Hearts into a 
"Rapture ; And this Power of his we may 
reaſonably ſuppoſe he is ready enough to 
exert upon any miſchievous Occaſion, when 
he finds Men willing to be deceived, and to 
rely upon 47gr0unded Confidences, Let us 
not therefore build our Hopes of the div: 
Favour upon any ſuch azcer:aiz Foundati- 
ons, but impartially examin our ſelves whe- 
ther we are really righteous ; for unleſs we 
are ſo, 1t is not more certa/z that God is righ- 
teors, thanthat theſe our pretended ſpiritual 
Tacomesand Inundations of Joy and Comfort, 
are either the Freaks of our own Temper, or 
elſe the Injeftions of the Devil. For how can 
you imagin that the God of all Righteouſneſs 
and Truth can, without zzfiz:re Violence to 
his own Nature, either love or pretend Love 
to an @zrighteous Soul ? But then you will 
ſay, by what S;2-5and Tokens (hall we know 
whether we are 7/2hteous or no? To which 
I anſwer, that there is nothing can be a true 
Sign and Token of Righteouſneſs, which. is 
diſtinct from Righteouſneſs it felf : For 
Righteouſneſs is its ow Sign ; and if any 
Man judges himſelf righteous by any Mar 
which is not an AC or Inſtance of Righte- 
ouſneſs, he deceives and abuſes hs own Soul. 
But 
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But then we mult havea Care that we do 
not argue from any one particular Mark or 
Initance of Righteouſneſs to our being righ- 
reoas 1n general.. For you = as well argue 
that you are not 6/;za becaule you hear well, 
or that you arenot deaf becauſe you taſte well, 
or that you have all your Senſes, becauſe you 
have oe; as that you are r/ghteons 1n the ge- 
zeral, becauſe you are fo in this or that parti- 
cular; and you may as reaſonably conclude 
your ſelf in a State of Health, becauſe you 
have a freſh Colour, as that you are in a Szate 
of Grace, becauſe you have this or that par- 
ticular Sign of it, Well, but then how ſhall 
we reſolve our ſelves in this moſt material 
Enquiry? Why do but conſider what it is 
to be r:ghteons, and then reflect upon your 
own Motions, and you will quickly tee! whe- 
ther you are r/2hteous or no, Now to be 
righteoas, 1s in the gereral to intend righte- 
ouſly, and to ataccordungly. If you ask 
again how you {hall know whether you /o 
intend and a&Q? T ſhall only anſwer,rthat *ris 
an «areaſonable Queſtion, and that youmight 
as well ask me whether you are «gry or 
thirſty; tor you do as naturally teel the Mo- 
tions of your Sozls as you do the Motions of 
your Boaies; and for you to ask aother Man 
what your ows Intentions are, is to make him 
a Conjurer inſtead of a Caſarft. Would it not 

look 
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look extreamly ridiculous for a Man toask his 
Creditor, or Caſtomer, good Sir, how ſhall I 
know whetherT intend to pay my Debts, or 
amſincerely reſolved not to over-reach you? 
Should any Man ask me ſuch a Queſtion, I 
ſhould only bid him conſult himſelf; and if 
then he ſuſpeQed his own Honeſty, I ſhould 
{hrewdly ſuſpect he had to much Reaſon 
for it. It you zztexd righteoully, you iztend 
it k»owirgly; and if you knowrngly intend it, 
you cannot but kzow that you /zterd it, It 
you cannot know whether you zzterd and 
att righteouſly,you cannot know how to do 
it ; and if youcannot know how todo it, you 
are not SubjeQs capable of Morality ; but 
muſt of Neceflity {ve and a# at Random, 
and blunder on like Travellers in the dark, 
without beingable todetermin whether you 
g0 backward of forward. It therefore you 
would know whether youarer/2hteous Men 
or no, do not go about to perplex and intan- 
gleyour ſelves in theWilderneſs of S72zs and 
Tokens; tor it you had a thouſand Signs of 
Grace, youcan never fately conclude you are 
righteous, till upon an impartial Review of 
your ſelves you do feel that you iztezd and 
adt righteoully ; and then, and not till then, 
you _ build upon it that God loves you. 


 ForGod's Love is a conſtant and immutable . | 


Thing; and in this the Conſtancy of it con- 
liſts; 
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ſiſts; not thatit is always fixt upon the ſame 
Perſon, but that *tis unchangeably determined 
to the ſame Motive, and this Motive is Righ- 
teouſneſs. So that if he find this Morzwein us, 
he will be ſure to love us ſolong as it continues; 
but if from Righteous we become Unrighteors, 
he muſt either change in his Aﬀection, or elſe 
ceaſe to love us. For ſhould he ſtill love on 
when the Reaſon is ceaſed for which heloved 
us, he muſt either love us for no Reaſon, or for 
a Reaſon thar is direaly contrary to that for 
which he loved us firſt ; and conſequently his 
Love mult either be a blind Fondnef, or elſe a 
fickle and inconſtant Paſſion. It therefore Righ- 
reouſneſs be the Reaſon that moves the riehteorns 
Lord to love, we gros{ly flatter and abuſe our 
ſelves if we preſumethat he loves us while we 
are uarighteous. Wherefore as we would not 
ruin our ſelves with relying upon vaiz Hopes, 
Hopes that will ſink underneath us, and leave 
us eternally deſperate and miſerable; let us ne- 
ver conclude that we are beloved of God till up- 
on an impartial 'Tryalof our ſelves we can con- 
clude that we are ſincerely righteous. 

'3aly. From hence I infer what grand En- 
couragement we have tobe righteows, for that 
God loves Righteouſneſs is a plain Demonſtra- 
tion that *tis the moſt a”able thing in the 
World; and that it beſt deſerves the Aﬀections 
of all ra/;0zal Beings,{inceit hath won his, who 
never loves but upon the bet Reaſon. And what 
a moſt glorious thing 1s it _ adorned with = 
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beſt of Beauties, which by ſuch an :7vincible 
Charm endears the Heart of the moſt glor 0:4 
Being in the World ? If there beſo much Ho- 
nour paid to a Beauty that can ſmite and in- 
ſlave an earthly Potentate, what is there due to 
that that can conſtrain the God of Heaven and 
Earth to fall in love with us? For what h:gher 
Mark can our Ambition aim at, than that of 
being beloved by the greateſt and molt /ovely 
Being? Doubtleſs to be God's Favourite and 
Image 1s the hgheſt Advancement that any 
Creature can aſpire to; and were I born Xzze 
of all the Kings of the Earth, and had all their 
Crowns and Scepters at my Fect, Iam ſure my 
Reaſon would tell methat to be beloved of God 
would be agreater Glory tomethanto be obey- 
ed from Pole to Pole; and ſhould I entertain 
a Thought ofexchanging the Honour of being 
a Goa-like Creature and the Favourite of ' Hea- 
ven for the Crown and Empire of the World, 
my Conſcience would tell me that I degraded 
my ſelf, and proftituted wy own Glory ; for 
next to that of being a God my ſelf, the hig hes! 
Glory I can think of is to be a Friend to God, 
and this I amfſure'to be as ſoon as ever I con- 
mence a righteous Mari. And ſhall I ſtand fo 
much in »y owz Light, O fooliſh Creature that 
{ am, as torefule his Friendſhip when I may 
have it on ſuch reaſonable Terms, and ſhall 
need no other Endearment to introduce me in- 
ro his Favour but only that of Righteouſneſs ? 
() thor moſt excellent Beauty, with whoſe Charm: 
| | | | the 
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the God of Heazen is inflamed! What ſhall Ido to 
make thee mine ! How ſhall T obtain to be adorned 
with thy heavenly Luſter ! Twill go to the bleſſed 
Fountain from whence thou art derived, and with a 
Heart hungring and thirſting after thee, beſeech 
him to infuſe thy Streams into my Soul, Dll ſhun 
whatſoever i contrary to thee , and do whatſoever 
thou commandeſt me,and never ceaſe Writing after 
thy fair Copies till T have tranſcribed thee into my 
Nature. | And who. would not, that ſets any 
Value upon the Glory of being dear to God? 
Forbeſides the Honour of being his Favourites, 
what an izfinite Advantage may we expect to 
reap fromit?For what may wenot promiſe our 
ſelves from the Grace and Favour of the great 
Sovereizn of Beings, who doth whatſoever 
pleaſe himin bothWorlds,and haththe abſolute 
Diſpoſal of all the Bleſſings that either Heaver 
or Earth affords? Doubtleſs we may ſafely pro- 
miſe our {elves every Thing both from below 
and above that can either dous good here,or con- 
tribute to our Happineſs hereafter. For ſo the 
Pſalmiſt tells us, that ſuchis his Love of Righ- 
teouſnels that he wpive both Grace and Glory, 
azd that nogood Thing will hewith-hold from them 
that walk uprightly, Pfal.Ixxxiv.11. Who would 
not then be tempted to Righteouſnels upon the 
Proſpect of being a Favourite of God, and of 
the zzfinite Glory and Advantage which re- 
dounds from thence ? 

4thly, And laſtly. From hence I infer how 
inexcuſable we are if we perliit in Sin after che 
Hh 2 man; 
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many Diſcoveries which God hath made to us 
of his Love of Righteouſneſs. Had weany Rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe that Go is indifferently affected 
towards Righteouſneſs and Sin, it would be a 
fair Excuſe for anrihteous Perſons ; for what 
great Matter would it be which of the ?wo Con- 
traries we choſe, it both were /z4ifferent to God, 
whobeſt underſtands the Worth and Value of 
Things? But now when God hathdiſcovered 
ſuch a ze-/or4 Concern for Righteouſneſs, and 
ſuch an Abhorrenceof its contrary, by ſo many 
clear Indications both natural and ſupernatural, 
there 1s no Ground or Colour for any ſuch Ex- 
cuſe. For now no Man can be excuſably izz0- 
rant which way God's Heart is inclined,and we 
muſt wilfully ſhut our Eyes if we donot diſcern 
which of the :wo Contraries he would have us 
purſue ; and therefore if notwithſtanding this 
weſtill perſiſt in anrizhteouſneſs,we doin Effet 
declare that we regard not God, and that we 
w1ll do what we lit let hyhm wi//what he pleaſes; 
that in the ConduCt of our A&ions we will 
have the ſo/e Diſpoſal of our ſelves, and are re- 
ſolved that God ſhall have nothing to do with 
us, and that we will not concern our ſelves in 
any of our Chozces or Attiozs whether he be 
pleaſed or diſpleaſed with them : this1s the plain 
Senſe of our Perſeverance in_Unrighteouſneſs 
under all thoſe clear Diſcoveries, which God 
kath made of his Averſion toit. Now how 2-- 
caſable 15 this, for a Creature to behave it ſelf 
ſo infolently towards the Author and Owner of 
It's 
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its Being; to make him ſtand for a Cypher in 
his own Creation, and to take no more Notice 
of him than if he were the moſt impertinent 
and r»ſignificant Being in the World ? For now 
it's plain that our anrighteous Doings proceed 
from our r4de Contempt and Regardlefneſs of 
his heavenly Will ; we know well enough what 
he would have us do, but either we do not 
think him worth the minding, or if we do, we 
arereſolv*d to behave our ſelves asifwedidnot. 
*Tis true, he hath not madeas f#{/ a Diſcovery 
of his Will to ſomeashe hath to others; but yet 
it is plain he hath ſo ſufficiently diſcovered it 
to all, that none can pretend to the Excuſe of 
Tenorance. For, as for the Heathezs, though 
they have norevealcd Diſcoveries of it without 
them, yet they have a Bble within them, the 
largeand legible Bible of Nature which hes con- 
tinually open before them, and propoſes to 
their View in fair and diſt; Characters 
the Notion of God, the Diltinctions of Good 
and Evil, and the eterzal Laws of Righteoul- 
neſs; and therefore if notwithſtanding this 
rhey will be ſoregardleſs of its great and bleſſed 
Author, as either not to attend to, or not com- 
ply with theſe nataral Diſcoveries of his Will, 
what Excuſe can they make why they ſhould 
not periſh in the:r own Obſtinacy ? For as the 
Apoſtle tells us, though they have not the Law, i.e. 
the revealed Law , yet they did (or at leaſt might 
havedone) by nature the things contained in the 
Law; and therefore as many of them as have ſin 
rea 
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red without this revealed Law, ſhall alſo periſh 
without it, that is, by the Sentence of the Law 
of Nature, Rom. 2.12, 14. And then as for the 
Jews, beſides thoſe natural Indications of God's 
Love of Righteouſneſs which they had in com- 
mon with the Heathez,they had ſundry ſuperna- 
tral ones; they had ſundry great and zotorions 
Examples of God's rewarding righteous, and 
panning wicked Men; and the outward Reve- 
tion of the Law of Moſes, the moral Part of 
which was a zew Edition of the Law of Natare, 
. anddid contain within the Rzze and Letter of 
it, the moſt ſublime and ſpiritual Precepts of 
Righteouſneſs ; and the Ceremonial Part of 
which was, (though an obſcure) yet 7ntellig ible 
Repreſentation of all thoſe ſp:r:tual Motives to 
Righteouſneſs which Chriſt;anity contains. So 
that would they but have attended either to 
the /piritual Senſe of their Law, or to the Yer- 
ons of their Prophets which very much cleared 
and explained it, they could not have been 1g- 
norant either of any Part of their Duty, or of 
any coxſiderable Motive that was needful to preſs 
and ingage them to it. If therefore notwith- 
{tanding this they were {o regardleſs of God as 
to take no Notice of thoſe many ſexſible Diſtin- 
Ctions which his Providence had made between 
righteous and unrighteous Men, in bleſſing the 
one and puniſhing the other, of which he gave 
them ſo many ſizzal Examples; if they had 1o 
little Reverence for his Authority, as neither to 
migd his Law w:ithiz, nor his Law without them, 
or 
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or if they minding the /ater, were-ſo extreamly 
heedleſs as to rel in a mere Conformity to the 
Letter of it, without ever attending to its /þ:ri- 
zaal Senſe and Meaning; upon what reaſozabte 
Pretence can their Stupidity be excuſed ? But 
then laſtly, as for us Chriſtians, we have not 
only all thoſe zatwral Indications of God's Love 
of Righteouſneſs which the Heathers had, and 
all thoſe ſupernatural ones which the Jews had ; 
but we have all theſe /ater with much greater 
Advantage than the Jews ; for they are all ſet 
before us 1n a clearer Light, and preſented much 
more zaked to our View. For as they are pro- 
poſed to us, they are neither. wrapt «p in myſt:- 
cal Senſes, nor clouded over with zypical Rex 
preſentations ; but laid before us m the moſt 
plain and eaſie Propoſitions. The {teral Senſe 
of our Precepts of Righteouſneſs, and of all our 
Promiſes and Threats, 1s the myſtical Senſe of 
theirs; and all thoſe Chri/t:;an Motives to Righ- 
teouſneſs which were delivered to them in dark 
Riddles and obſcure and typical Adumbrations, 
are brought forth to us from behind the Cur- 
tain, and propoſed in p/ai/zand popular Articles 
of Faith : So that if we ſtill continue in Unrigh- 
tcouſneſs, we are of all Men in the World the 
molt :z2xcuſable, The Heathens may plead a- 
gainſt the Jews that their Law of Nature was 
not ſo c/ear 1n its Precepts, nor yet ſo cogent 1n its 
Mottves as the Law of Moſes was, The fews may 
plead againſt us Chrijtians that their Law of Mo- 
ſes was neither ſo expreſs 1n its Precepts, nor yet 
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ſo intelligible in 1ts beſt and moſt powerful Mo- 
tives; but as for us Chriſtians we have nothing 
at allto plead, but, by or own Obſtinacy againit 
the cleareſt Diſcoveries both of our Dury and 
the Motives which obligeus toit, arecondem- 
ned to everlaſting Silence. So that when at the 
Liſt Tribunal it ſhall appear that we have perſj- 
itedin Unrighteouſneſs, we mult expett the 
Reproaches of all the reaſozable World ; to be 
cxpioceg and hiſſedat, not only by the az:verſal 

oir of Saints and Angels, but' by Jews and 
Gertiles, and by the Devils themſelves; who 
will all conſpire with or owz Conſciences to ſe- 
cond that dreadful Sentence: which ſhall then 
paſs upon us, with the gezera! Acclamation of 
juſt and righteous art thou,O. Lord,jn all thy Ways. 
Wherefore as we would not periſh for ever 
without Pity-or Excule, let us be perſuaded to 
abandon all UVzrizhteonſaeſs and worldly Luſts, 
and to live ſoberly and righteouſly, aud godly in this 
prejent World;and then we may aſſureour ſelves 
thac the righteous Lord who loves Righteoul- 
neſs will love us alſo for the ſake of it, and ex- 
preſs his Love to us in vefzng and preſerving 
us here, and crowning us with Glory and Hap- 
pineſs hereafter, And this we beſeech thee to 
grant, O thou immutable Lover of Righteouſneſs, 
even tor eſis Chriſt his fake ; To whom with 
thy ſelfand thy erernal Spirtt be aſcribed by us, 
and all the World; all Honourand Glory and 
Powerfrom this time forth, and tor evermore, 
Amen. 
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